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PREFACE.

~

0

In offering to the people of New York a Geography of their
state, the compilers deem it proper to explain briefly the réa-
sons which have led them to prepare such a work.

They regard the geography of home as the first thing which
should be acquired by thd pupit. It is the first impulsc of the
child, even in infancy, to acquaint himseclf’ with the objects
around him, and with localities which possess an interest for his
juvenile fancy. This disposition leads the school boy to famil-
iurize himself with the villages, roads, churches and dwellings
of his native county.

We would cultivate this natural taste still farther ; we would
place before the youth whatever is interesting and important
for hiin to learn, respecting his native county and state, and
when he is familiar with this, we would lead him step by step,
to other states and countries, till he has acquired a knowledge
of the ¢ifferent countrics and nations of the earth.

Believing that the outline system of instruction affords the
best means of impressing upon the mind the form of countries
and the location of’ places, and, hy the priuciple of association,
aids in the recollection of historic facts, we have adopted that
system in our work, and in addition to outline maps of each
county, which have been inserted in the book, we have prepared
a large Outline Map of the state, to accompany the work. In
thls, as well as the county maps, all the town lines are delineated.

Regarding it as desirable thpt the benefits of the late Geolog-
ical Surveynshould be extended as widely as possible among all
classes, we have compiled, froin the natural history of the state,
brief sketches of the Geology, Mineralogy, Botuny and Zoology
of the state, and have prepared a Geological Chart, from the
map published by the state geologists.

We have also endeavored, by brief but comprehensive histor-
izal sketches of the state, and of each county, and by official and
other statistics, to render the work a valuable manual for every
classof citizens.

l’l



vI PREFACE.

We do not profess to have a(.l d, cdmplete accuracy, for
such a pesylt in o’ worilike Thie s be expected ; but from
the ample resources which have been at our gopmapdk ard the
careful examinatian whiclr lrxs been made of every part of the
work, we cannot but hope thet no material errors will be found
in it.

In compiling this work, we have consulted the Gazeteers of
New York, compiled by Messrs. Gordon and Disturnell; the
New York Historical Collection of Messrs. Barber and Howe ;
the, Reports of the State Geologists, the Natural History of the
State, and the various local histories of counties and towns, to
the authors of which we acknowledge our obligations.

We would also acknowledge the courtesy of the Hon. Secre-
tary of State, in giving us access to the Dutch records, and the
documents transcribed in Europe by Col. J. R. Broadhead ; and
of the officers of the New York Historical Socicty, for their
kindness in opening to us their valuable library.

The friends, who, in the progress of our work, have so readily
communicated to us important facts relative to the history and
productions of several counties of the state, also merit our
thanks.

‘With the hope that it may render the youth of the ‘“ Empire
State” better qualified to become useful and intelligent citizens,
we leave the result of our labors in their hands.

HarTtrorp, March 20, 1547.



dINTS TO TEACHERS.

Ir will be perceived that we have entirelv dispensed with questions in this work.
We have taken thus course for the following reasons -

1st. We wish to Jead children to thenk.

2d We beheve that every competent teacher is qualified to frame his own
questions, amd to teach his pupils to do the same.  Perhaps no exercise can be
better calculated to mduce the child*to think, than that of requining nm to form
questions on the subject of lus lesson.

3d. We are satisfied that the use of printed guestions tends to make superficial,
rather than thorough acholars; while by analysiy, mental power and discipline
are acquired

4th We do not think 1t desirable 1o require the pupil, inoarably, to commit to
memory the words of the book ; he should rather be encouraged to treasure up
the facts, and clothe them in s own language

Tlus work miay, with propriety, be used both as a manual for study, and a read-
mg hook.

When need as a text book, we deem 1t hughly nnportant that the classes shoukd
he ¢o thoroughly drlled upon the state and county maps, by drawiag them upon
the slate and blackboard, ais to be able to recogmiZe them at a glance, and to name
the nivers, mountains, towns, and villages, of each county correctly.

The primary scholars may become well acquamted with the physical features
of the state, by oral instruction upon the large map, 1 classes: or 1if permitted to
use the hook, hy drawmg the county maps upon their slates  The same course
may al<o be adopted in the instruction of the more advanced classes.

A thorough knowledge of the topography of the state, being thus attained, the
scholars are prepared for the study of descriptive geography The course of de-
scriptive study for the younger classes may very properly be confined to the boun-
daries, surface, mountans, lakes, nvers, chmate, and villages. The advanced
classerynay study the work in course. It will add much nterest to the recita-
tions by allowing the students to add such other incidents and histonie. facts which
they may gather, as are not related i this work, The study of geology and mine-
ralogy will be rendered highly instructive and interesting by collecting specimens,
w hich should be labeled, thus forming a cabinet of minerals for the school room.

Geographmcal defimtions and brief descriptions, should be committed to mem-
ory, and perfect recitations required ; 1 more ¢xtended descriptions, and histori-
cal sketches, the pupils will receive greater benefit, if encouraged to use thewr own
language, rather than that of the book.

When the work 1s uked as a reading bnok, we would suggest that the first
scholar 1n the class should propose a question from the first paragraph of the les-
sen, to he anawered by the second scholar, and he 1n turn should question the
third, and so on, until the whole lesson has been analyzed. Should any scholar
fail pf answermng the question proposed to him, let it be answered by the class.
Tins exanugytion prepares the scholars to rend understandingly and gorrectly.

As an occasional exercise it may be well for the teacher to require some mem-
hers of the reading class to draw upon the blackhoard, maps of one or more coun-
uies, from memory, the errors of which may be corrccted by other members of the
class. 'This exercise may be followed by descriptions of the surface, productions,
or history of the counties thus drawn.

Scholars will find it a profitable and interesting exercise to form an atlas of the
state for preservation, by drawing the state and county maps by the eye, from the
maps before them. or from recollection only.

If these suggestions are fully ¢arried out 1n practice, we believe that the youth
who study this work, will attain a far more thorough and accurate knowledge of
*Yeir own state, than by any system of study heretofore pursued.




KEY TO THE MAP OF THE STATE.

COUNTIES,

1. Albany.

II. New York.
III. Kings.

1V. Queens.

V. Suffolk.

VI. Richmond.
VI1l. Westchester.
VIII. Ulster.

1X. Dutchess.

X. Orange.

XI1. Montgomery.
XII. Washington.
XIII. Columbia.
XIV. Clinton.
XYV. Ontario.
XVI. Herkimer. ®
XVII. Rensselaer.
XVIII. Otsego.
XIX. Saratoga.
XX. Onondaga.
XXI. Tioga.
XXII. Schoharie.
XXIII. Steuben.
XXI1V. Dclaware.
XXV. Chenango.
XXVI. Rockland.
XXVII. Oneida.
XXVIII. Cayuga.
XXTX. Essex.
XXX. Greene.

XXXI. Genesee.
XXXII. St. Lawrence.
XXXITI. Seneca
XXXIV. Lewis.
XXXYV. Jefferson.
XXXVI. Allegany.
XXXVII, Broome.
XXXYI1I. Madison.
XXXIX Cattaraugus.
XL. Chautauque
XLI. Cortland.
XLII. Franklin.
XLITI. Niagara.
XLIV. Sullivan,
XLV. Schenectady.
XLVI. Putnham.
XLVII, Warren,
XLVIIL. Oswego.
XLIX. Tompkins.
L. Erie.

LI. Livingston.
LII. Monroe.

L11I. Yates.

LIV. Wayne.

LV. Orlecans.

LVI. Chemung.
LVII. Fulton.
LVIIT. Hamilton.
LIX. Wyoming.

MOUNTAINS *

P Shawangunk Mountains.

P in XXVII. Highlands of
Black River.

' Matteawan or Fishkill Mts.

WJ Taghkanic Range.

Y Peterborough Range.

EE Kayadcrosseras %hnge.

FF Highlands.

GG Chateaugay Range.

HH Chinton Range.

JJ Au Sable Range.

PP Highlands of St. Law-
rence County.

‘ * The wountaing are omitted on the small map of the state in the book for
want of room. They are inserted on the large wap.



KEY TO THE MAP OF THHM STATE. X

. RIVERS.

- JB East Rivens. © Chemung River.
€ Hudson, . 3 Tioughnioga.

. IF Mohawk. Nevisink.
G Susquehanna. S Croton.
JI Delaware. V Shawangunk.
I St. Lawrence. .| AA Schoharie Creek.
K Allegany. C€C Chenango.

. M Niagara. ‘ XX Unadilla.
N Genesee.

LAKES.

J Lake Ontario. Z. Oneida Lake.
I Lake Erie. BB Seneca Lake.
‘W Lake Champlain. DD Cayuga.

X Lake George.

BAYS, SOUNDS, &g.

A New York Bay. E Atlantic Ocean.
D Long Island Sound.

»

FALLS.
SS§ Niagara Falls.

O

SIGNS USED ON THE MAPS ACCOMPANYING THIS WORK.
‘_@', Capital of the State.
@ County Secats.

.,@ Villages not County Seats.

ﬁb"ni\bersities and Collegés,

: :H: Forts.

ﬁ Battle Fields.
. % Falls.
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TOPOGRAPHICAL GEOGRAPH

<
PHYSICAL FEATURES OF NEW YO

Square Miles, 45,658, (cxclusive of the Lakes )  Population, 2,603,995,

Date of discovery, 1609, Valuation in 1845, 8605.646,095,

Boundaries. New York is bounded North by Lake Ontario,
the river St. Lawrence and Canada ; Eest by Vermont, Massa-
chusetts and Conneeticut 5 South by the Atlantic Ocean, New
Jersey and Pennsylvania; West by Pennsylvania, Lake Erie
and the Niagara river.

Its extreme length from North to South is 310 miles; from
East to West, including Long Island, 408 miles; exclusive of
that island 310 miles. It extends from 40° 30’ to 45° North
Latitude, and from 5° 05" East to 2° 55 West Longitude from
Washiogrton.

(veneral Features. The Hudson and Mohawk rivers natu-
rally divide the State into three scctions, of unequal size.

The first comprises Long Island, and that portion of the State
Iying cast of the Hudson river and Luke George. The second
embraces all of the State lying north of the Mohawk and Os-
wego rivers; and the thurd and kuwegest, the vast, fertile tract,
south of those two rivers. These threc seetions may be called
the Eastern, Northern and Southern.

The ranges of mountains of these different sections are nu-
merous, and rome of them quite elevated.

In the Eagiern division, the Taghkanic range forms the east-

" Cxo,boundary of the state, from Lake Champlain to Pygnam
coun\y. At this point it turns southwestward, and the Hudson
forcesa passage through it.

On the west side of' the Hudson it assumes the name of the
Kittating mountains, and continues its course, into New Jerscy
and Pennsylvania, under that name.

The Northern section, comprising that portion of the State
lying north of the Mohawk and Oswego rivers, has six ranges
of mduntains running northeasterly.
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1. T I‘enonn range, some partiops of which have also
received mes of Bluck, and Tongue mountains. )

This range rises i the northern part of Saratoga Co., raus northeast throigh
the tongue of lund which separates Lake George from Lake Champlan, and

finally terminates in bold and precyitous chifls, at the shore of the latter lake,
south of Thconderogn

2. The Kayaderosseras, or Luzerne mountains.

These are about six mles wide and weventy long, runming from Montgomery
Co., through Saratoga and Warren counties, along the Western ride of Laks
George to Ticonderogn.

The Hudson breaks through it on the ine of Warren and Saratogn counties.

3. The Clinton range.

This extends from Montgomery Co, northeast, through Fulton, Hanulton, Sar
atoga, Warren and Lssex counties, to Point Trembleau on Lake Champlan. 1t
18 the largest range of mountans lying north of the Mohawk At its most ele-
vated portion there are numerous distinet peaks, forming a remarkable group,
known as the Adirondack. The Mohawk forces a passage through its south-
western extrennty  T'his range divides the waters flowing mto the 8t. Lawrence,
from those flowing 1to the Mohawk and Hudkon. Its principal peaks are Mounts
Marcy, Mcintyre, McMartin.and Dial mountain.  The first 15 the highest 1n the
Btate, being 5467 feet above tude water.

4. The Au Sable, or Peru range.

This range comunences in Montgomery Co., and, runmng parallel with the
others through Fulton, Hamlton and Essex counties, terminates in the south
part of Chnton county

1t 1s one hundred and sisty miles long, and lngher than the preceding ranges.
White Face, 1ts lofuiest peak, 1s 2000 feet in height.

5. 'I'he Chuateaugay range.

T'hus 15 the longest and highest range 1 the state Conuneneing o/ the hine
of the Kaasshergs, 1 Herkimer Co, it mamntams an altitude of nearly 2000 teet
through the countics of Hanulton, Frankhin and Chinton; and crossing the Canada
hne terminates upon the Canada pluns,

6. A range commencing ten or twelve miles from the north-
ern extremity of the Chateaugay range, and trending along the
slope of the St. Lawrence.

This has been hittle explored, and 18 of less extent than the last. The St. Reguw,
Grasse and other rivers descending mto the $t. Lawrence divide 1t mto several
distinct portions

The Northern section has also two smaller ridges worthy of
notice.

1. The Highlands of Black nver.

This ndge extends from the sources of Black creek, west, and nort* ..;'sl.
about sixty miles, covering much of the country between Black river on ¢ ne side,
and the plains north of Oncida Lake on the other. Its altitude is given at from
twelve to sixteen hundred feet ; and it has frequently a rolling surface upon its
top of several miles 1n width.

2. The Hassencleaver mountain.

Hassencleaver rulge, extending from Herkimer county into Oneida, ocenpier
the space between the Highlands and the Mohawk river. It is twenty 1niles long

—about nine miles broad ut its base—and has en altitude varying from elght to
nine hundred feet, with a rolling surface.
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“I'he third, or Southern section may be subdivided into two
distinct portioys—the Eastern and the Western.

The Eastern division has three distinct ranges of mountains,
. 1. The Hnrrhlands of Orange and Putnam counties, running
to the northeunt

2. The Shawuapgunk, running in a similar direction, and skirt-
ing the valley of the Rondout.

3. The Catskill, or Kaatshcrg whose direction is northwest
through the countics of Ulster, Albuny and Schoharie, to the
vall(-y of the Mohawk. Those portions of this runge lying in the
countics of Albany and Schoharie, are called the Helderberg
mountains.

The southwestern section, also called western New York,
gradually rises, from the shore of Lake Ontario, till it obtains
its highest clevatipn, in the southern tier of countics.

Lhe first of the terraces, composing this ascent, extends from the Genesce river,
near Rochester, to the falls of Niagara, at Lewistown, a distance of (-lghly miles,
and fiom s1x to ten miles 1 width It 18 called tha Ridge Road, and "8 supposed
once to have formed the shore of Lake Ontario. It 13 about three hundred feet
ahove the surface of the Lake.

The second eatends from this ridge road to the falls of the Genesce, at Nunda
and Portageville, where there 1s another abrupt dechvity of near'y 300 feet.

Thir surmounted, the ascent 1s gradual to the sumnnt level, at a height of
1300 to 2000 feet 1in the southern portion of C All
and Steuben counties.

These terraces, though all quite fertile, are cach characterized by a difference
of sml and of forest trees

Not~ The following table rrt sents the names, situation and elevation of

the punepal sutunts of these different ranges. Feet
Mount Marey, Adirondack (.roup, Lq«cx cmlnl), - . - . 5,167
“ Melniyre, . . - . - 5,183

“  MeMartln, “ o “ “ ahout - - - 5,000
Dial ‘\lulmmm or ]\|pple Tup, “ . - - - - 4,900
Winte Face, - - - - - - - - - 4,855

]h{lnum Sv\\'xrd, Arhrond.lck xrnup, anhlin county, - - - 4,
)

«d Top, (‘.m.lull mmmt.nlns, G P couuty, . - - . :],I:'(M
Peak, e e - .. 37
Orchard, ¢ & . " . . . - 3,000
Shawang nk, . Orange ¢ - . - . 1,86
New l)mlu-n, or (srnml am hem, lllghlnmls, - . - . . L68D
Butter Idl, - - - - - 1,620
old Ilmron, s - . - . . - L17L
Breahneck Ihil, P . . . . . 1,187
Aathony’s Nose, “ . - . . . - LI28
Mount l)ﬂ-ha.n ¢, near Tleondcrugn, . . . . . - 750
2 lllsml«- 3y - - . - . . . 550
IPatnam, near Wost l‘omt, - . - - . . - 5N
llu or 1, Loug Island, - - - - - . - - - 319
Riclonond Ihill, Staten Island, - - - - - - 307

l.akes. New York abounds in lakes of great beauty and sur-
ronunded by the most lovely scenery.
Liake Erie, lying on the western border of the state, is the
most extensive. It is 268 miles in length, and from 30 to 50 in
breadth.

It surface is greatly elevated, being 585 feet above tide water, and 334 above
Lake Ontano. Its greatest depth is 270 fect, though its mean depth does not
exceed 120. Only 60 miles of its coast lie within the state, and theee afford but

. 30,5’"3};‘2, 234303
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three good harbors, viz : Buffalo, Black Rock, and Dunkirk. The amount.of its
navigation, however, is very great, and rapidly increasing. Dwning the autumml
months, it is subject to storms of great violenco. Arca of the lake 8030 sq. nules.

Nore. ‘The mmount of businesa on Lake Erie 1s much greater than that upon
any other of our inland sceas  In 1845 the amount of slppmng, registered, enrolled
and hcensed, for the distrct of Bilitfalo alone, was about 25,000 tons; and this
was but a amall portion of that employed upon the lake.

In 1344 more than 40,000 tons of shipping were owned by the Ainerican ports
on that lake, aside from the English shioping, and that coming from other lakes.
The increase 18 estunated at not less than 10 per cent. per annum.

The entire lake trade of 1815 was estinated at 122,000,000, of which probably
three-fourths passed over Lake Erfe.

Several of the steamners (of which there are sowine hundreds), employed on this
lake, are of more than 1000 tons burthen ; and for convenlence and excellence of
accommodations are unrivalled

Lake Ontario is the second in size and importance, lying upon
the northwest of the Stare. .

It is of a very regular, elliptical form, 190 miles in length, 55 in 1ts cxtreme
width, and about 485 in circumference

It 18 in some places over G600 feet i depth, having a mean depth of 492 feet,
and in every part suflicient water for the largest vessels.  Its surface 13 334 feet
lower than‘that of Lake Erne;and 231 feet above the level of the Atlantic.

The commerce of Lake Ontirto iv extensive; and its ports open usually earlier
than those of Luke Ene.  Of these, the principal, lying in the state of New York,
are Oswego, Sacketts Harbor, and Port Genesce or Charlotte. 1t 1s less subject to
violent storms and heavy swells than Lake Erie. s arca 18 5400 sq. miles.

Lake Champlain, forming a portion of the eastern boundary,
is a long and narrow shect of water, of great beauty and con-
taining a number of fine islands. Of these, Valcour and Schuy-
ler, besides several smaller islets, belong to New York; the
others to Vermont. .

Ita extreme length 18 134 mules ; ats breadth varies from 40 rods to 14 mules ;
and its depth from 54 to 282 feet  In the wanter it 18 usually entirely closed by
jce for about two months. During the remander of the year, large steamers
and sloops navigate its waters, richly freighted with the produce of the countica
nlong its shores.

Lake George, or Horicon, named by the French, Lac Sacra-
ment, on account of the purity of’ its waters, lies south of Lake
Champlain.

It 18 two or three wiles 1 breadth and thirty-six in length  Tts surface is 243
feet abrve tide water. It discharges iteelf anto Lake Champlam by a descent of
150 feet. A steamboat plies upon 1ts waters during the summer.

‘The lake is surrounded by hills, towering, to the height of 1200 or 15600 feet.
The numerous islands which stud its placid surface ; the transparency of its wa- »
ters, which reveals the pebbles beneath, nt a depth of 40 feet ; and the ric#-,nfd

varied scenery which sur 1s it, all | to render it one of the myfst do-
lightful resorts in the state, to the invalid or the man of business.

The northern portion of the State abounds with small lakes,
seldom exceedmg: six or eight miles in length, and two or. three
in breadth. Their number is probably not less than 200.

Some of thesc, among the Adirondack group of mountains, are greatly elevated.™ ’
Avalanche lake, in Esscx county, is 2900 feet, Colden lake, in the same countg,
%750 feet, and Racket lake, in Hamilton county, 1731 feet above tide water.

Tl'xe central portion has a chain of lakes of considerable size
and importance.
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Thqy cxtend through the counties of Oneida, Oswego, Onondaga, Cayuga,
Nencea, Yates, Ongirio and Livingston ; and are hardly surpassed in beautiful and
Prcturesque scenery.

The principal lakes in this chain arc Seneca, Cayuga, Oneida,
Crooked and Canandaigua. .

I'he first four are navigated by steamn and canal boats. They are generally from
300 to 600 feet deep, and from 400 to 700 feet above the surface of the Atlantic.

. », . .

The other lakes, connected with this chain, are Onondaga,
Cross, Otisco, Cazenovia, Skeneateles, Owasco, Honeoye, Can-
adice and Concsus.

‘I'hese are all small, but are worthy of notice, for the beautiful scenery which
surrnends them. Extensive salt springs abound on the shores of the Onondaga,
whose waters are, notwithstanding, fresh.

The only other lakes of #mportance are Otscgo and Canade-
raga in Otsego county, and Chautauque, in Chautauque county.

Rivers. The Hudson, 320 miles in length, is the largestriver
lying wholly in the State, and one of the finest navigable streams
in the United States. It rises among the Adirondack ‘group of
mountains, and flows almost dircetly South to the bay of New
York. Itis navigable for steamboats of the largest size, and
sloops, to T'roy, 160 miles from its mouth. .

In the her and ficence of 1ts st rs, and n the extent of business
~one upon its waters, 1t 1s probably surpassed only by the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers.

Tlm principal branches of the IIudson are, the Hoosick on the
cast side, and the Mohawk on the west.

The Hoosick, rising in Berkshire county, Mass., runs northwest and west, and
farnishes many fine null seats, !

The Mohawk takes its nise in Oneida and Lewis counties. It pursues at first
a southerly course ; then, changing to east southeast, 1t forins the valley of the
Mohawk. Its length 1s about 130 miles.

*The other tributaries of the Hudson are, on the east, Schroon
branch, the cutlet of Schroon lake ; Battenkill, Kinderhook and
Croton rivers; on the west, Wallkill, Rondout, Esopue, Kaat-
erskill aud Sacandaga, besides scveral smaller-streams.

The St. Lawrence forms the northwestern boundary of New
York. for & hundred miles ; ang is the outlet of the grent Amer-
jcan lakes. »

7 conveys to the ocean a larger body of water than any other river in the
world? cxeept the Amazon It 1s navigable for sloops as far as Ogdensburg, 60
mles f\om Lake Ontario. Below this point, the frequent rapids render naviga-
tion diflicult and dangerous.

The Thousand Islands lic near its junction with Jake Ontario, a portion of
which, and some others belong to the United States. This group actually exceeds
1500 1in number,

* The Oswego is the next in importance in the State. Its
whole length is 120 miles.

Under the name of Mud creek, it rises 1n Ontario county, and flowing easterly
receives, through the Canandaigua outlet, the waters of Canandaigua lake. Fro-
eebding eastwardly under the name of the Clyde, it recolves the waters of Seneca
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and Cayuga lakes through their com:non outlet, and assumes the namne of Seneca
river.  After a still farther enlargement hy the waters of OnomMaga lake, 1t takes
the title of Oswego niver; and suddenly curving towards the northwest, collects
from the Oneida river its trabute of the waters of Oneida lake, and discharges itself
into Lake Ontario. It has about 100 feet fall after asswning the name of Oswego
niver, and furmshes, by its consmnt supply of water, valuable mill privileges.
Seven thousand square mles of territory are drained by ite waters ; and, by meany
of the Oswego (‘anal and locks, 1t 18 navjgable for ity whole extent.

The Allegany river, one of the sources of the Ohio, tukes its
rise in Allegany county, and is navigable for steamers of small
draft from Olean, a distance of about 40 miiles, to the state line.

The Susquehanna and Delaware both take their rise in this
state, and, though not navigable to any considerable extent,
afford fine seats for mills.

The other principal rivers of the stute are, the Niagara, which
is the connecting link between Lakes Erie and Ontario, and
forms the cclebrated falls of the same name;

The Genesce, distinguished for its immense water power,
and for being the feeder of the Genesce Valley Canal ;

It is navigable almost to Rochester, and 18 143 nules n Jength. emptying into
Lake Ontario.

The Black, the third river in size, lying wholly in the state,
and also discharging its waters into Lake Ontario; it is 120
miles in length, and navigable for 40 miles.

The Chenango and the Chemung, important tributaries of
the Susquchanna; -

The Oswegatchie, rising in Herkimer county, the principal
tributary of the St. Lawrence.

The other streams Howing into the St. Lawrence are Indian,
Grasse, Racket, St. Regix and Salmon rivers.

Chazy and Saranuc are the chief streams flowing into Lake
Champlain.

CLIMATE OF NEW YORK.*

From the extent and diversity of its surfice, it is impossible
to give a general description of the climatce of New York, which
would apply with cquul truth to cach rection of the state. We
can only say that it is suh_wct to great extremes of heat and
cold ; and that, although in the sume latitude, which in Ewaupe
produccs the ﬁg, the olive and the grape, its more scvq"c cli-
mate admits only of the culture of the hardier plants and grains.

The state, though subject to sudden and severe changes,
may be considered he ulthy. The number of deaths to the popu-
lation js not greater than in the other states ; nor do malignant
diseases prevail to any considerable extent.

* The facts on which this article 1s based have been collected from a chapter
on the climate of the state in Gordon’s Gazetteer; from the reports of the Ra.
gentaof the Universuty ; and froma paper in the Quarmrly Journal of Agriculture,



ELIMATE. 19

In the eastern counties, concumption and other discases of the lungs are the
‘prevailing maladige; in the western counties  bilious atfections are more preva-
lent  Cholera Infantum 1« a common and fatal disease with elildren i the
cities and ldrge towns. during the summer and autumn

It has been ascertained, by numerous observations made m thus state and New
England, that an elevation of surface of 350°fect produces a diminution of heat,
equal to the addition of a degree of latutude  Hence we see the influence ot our
mountain systems upon the cliunate of the state.

In order to present more clearly the peculiar characteristics of
‘the climate to the scholar, we'shall divide the state into six dis-
tricts, viz. 1st, Long Isliond ; 2d, The valley of the Hudson; 3d,
The valley of the Mohawk ; 4th, 'The district north, and north
eaxt of the Mohawk, extending from Lake Ontario to Lake
Champlain; 5th, The district south and south west of the valley
of the Mohawk, extenditgg from the valley of the Hudson to
the smaller Lakes; and 6th, The country west of the smaller
Lakes.

The following table, prepared with great care, cxlibits the mean, or average
temperature ;. the mean annual maximum, or lighest degree of heat; the mean
annual mnimuin, or lowest degree of temperature : the average annual range of
the Thermometer ; and several other particulars, which show the length and for-
wardness of the seasons, and the progress of vegetation It contains the results
of obhservations made at 59 ditferent places, for a period of 15 ywars.

‘TABLE OF THE CLIMATE OF NEW YORK.

| No, of
Average . No. o1
Facts observed. ! ) Locations of |
-~ i Date. Observatons. | Observat
— i
Rolins first seen, - - - March 19, 44 206
Shadbush n bloom, - - May 1, AR 163
*Peach in bloom, - - - ‘May2, 57 175
Currants m bloom, - - ‘May 4, i) 269
Plun m bloom, - - - .May 6, 52 264
Cherry i bloom, - - May 7, o2 250
° Apple mbloom, - - - May 13, 59 374
Lalae m bloom, - - - ‘May 15, 45 151
Straw bernes 1ipe, - - - June 12, 63 210
Hay haivest commenced, - July 8, 31 127
Wheat harvest commeneed, - July 25, 45 1~6
First killmg trost, - - Nept 223 kg 471
First fall ot snow, - - - Nov 5, . 36
Mean, ov avi anperature, 4004y 69 07
Mean annual waxunum of heat, 3 980 0° 59 550
Mean amnud’ anmmun, below zero, 120 00 59 551
. Mean ann range of the thermaoineter, 1019 00 59 550

W4 will now proceed to consider the chmate of the scveral districts, into which
we have divided the state, in their ordar.

1st District. Long Island.

The climate of tlus district is remarkable for the uniformity of its temperature.
The greatest heat of summier i9 on an average 14 loss, and the greatest cold of
winter from 10° to 189 less, than in other parts of the «tate,

T'he spring 18 somew hat backward, trees blooming a week later than m the in-
terior of the state; yet strawberries nipen, and the wheat harvest commences
carlisr than the average of the state.

* "This i tﬁo-;wu-rugn for the southern and middie portion of the state only.
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Frost occurs at a much later period in autumn, than in any other sectior, At
East Hampton, it is a full month. and at Jamaica and Flathysh, nenrly three
weeks, later than the average of the state.

2d District. The Valley of the Hudson.

This valley is remarknble for thesgreat annual range of the thermometer; the
heat of summer and the cold of winter being equally intense. The average tem-
pernture of Albany is nearly 2° higher than that of the state. The extreme cold
of winter at Kinderhook, Lansingburgh, {'ambridge, Salem and Granville, causes
the mercury to sink 10° lower than in the southern towns of the valley. The
spring opens a week or ten days later, at Albany, and above that city, than at the
city of New York.

3d District. Valley of the Mohawk.

The average annual temperature of this valley 18 1° less than that of the state.
Northerly and easterly winds prevail in thus section. The latter seems to he
a diversion of the south, or south west wind, wlnch prevalls in the valley of the
Hudson.

Utica, in this district, may be considered as a fair representative of the general
climate of the state, as its temperature is about the average temperature of the
whole state.

4th District. North and North East of the Valley of the Mohawk.

The climate of this region is characterized by a low average temperature, ex-
treme cold in winter, great range of the thenmometer, backward seasons, and
early frosts.

Gouverneur, b St. Lawrence Co. reports a lower degree of temperature in
winter, and with one exception, a lower 1 average of I ¢, than any
other town in the state, from which meteorological records have been received. -

The average annual temperature of the whole district is more than 2° lower
than that of the remainder of the state.

5th District. The Region South of the Mohawk, e:rlemlmg te zhe
smaller Lakes.

The averag 1t ure of this rection is about 2° lower than that of
the state, and the autummll frosts occur from 4 to 13 days carlier.  Vegetation is
umformly backward, yet the robin appears earhier than in other sections.

Pompey, in Onondaga county, is the coldest place reported, its annual tempera-
ture being 33° lower thai that of the state ; yet the cokd of winter 18 not so m-
tense, nor do the autumnal frosts occur as early there, as 1n the state generally.

6th District. That portion of the State West of the small Lakes.

The climate of this section, like that of Long lsland, is characterized by uni-
formity. The mean t:mperature does not ditfer materially from that of the
whole state, but the average annual range of the thermometer is only 969, while
that of the state 18 1040,

Vegetation in the spring is somewhat mn advance of the smc generally, cor
responding with that of Albany.

The prevalent local wind of this region is from the routhwest. Tn th:?nn

it 18 violent throughout the whole section, and frequently attended with ray” but
on Lake Erie, probably owing to its mecting with other currents of windft fre-
quently manifests extraordinary fury in September and October, and occasionally
produces digstrous shipwrecks.

The extreme heat of rin very fe th 1 the state. Only 5
places, out of 53, show a difference of over 3° from the average of the state,
which i 920, '

The average time throughout the whole state, from the blocmning of the apple
tree, to the first killing frost 1n autumn, is 174 days. On the: west end of Long
Island it is 124 days more; and in 8t Lawrence county 22 days less, $These
are the extremex




NATURAL HISTORY OF NEW YORK.

I. GEOLOGY AND MINKERALOGY.

Georocy may be defined as that science which treats of, the struc-
ture of the carth, and the substances which compose it.

An examination of the banks of rivers, the sides of precipices, &c.,
shows that there are two kinds, or classcs of rocks; the one being de-
posited in layers, or strata, of variable thickness, are called stratified
rocks, and bear evidence of having becn, at some remote period, de-
posited as a sediment, from water ; the other irregular in shape, con-
taining numerous crystals, and most of the mctals in common use, and
formingthe basis of the lofty mountain chains, are termed unstratified
r~glis, and were undoubtedly brought into their present form by the
action ®f fire, which then existed, and probably still exists, in the in-
terior of the earth.

Granite is the {)rincipal constituent of the unstratified rocks, and
probably formed the original crust of the earth. 1t still exists below
all the other rocks Owing, however, to violent convulsions of na-
ture, (such as carthquakes, volcanic ecruptions, &c.,) which have
occurred since the layers above it were deposited, it has in many
places been forced up through fissures in these layers, so as to ap-

pear on the surface, or had raised them up, so asto form mountains or

]lills. If these were still covered with water, oy became again sub-
merged by a subsequent convulsion, new layers were again deposited,
frequently at considerable angles with the first deposit.

The figure represents such aa occurrence.
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a, represents the unstratified rock upon which the layers 3, b, had
been deposited in a horizontal position ; but by a convulsion of na-
ture, the whole mass had been upheaved, and the granite had forced
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its way to the surface; being however still submerged, new ":.:;".-!'5
¢, ¢, were deposited, at an angle of nearly 450 with Qe first.

Hypersthene and primitive hmestone also occur among the un-
stratificd rocks.

THe STRATIFIED Rocks are divided into six orders or systems,
as they arc called; viz.,—beginning at the lowest strata, or those next
succeeding the unstratified rocks, we have,

I. Tue PrRiMARY, or Primrrive SvsTeM, consisting of disinte-
grated granite, deposited by the waters; and probably again moditied
by the action of the subterrancan heat.

The rocks, compos.ng this system,are known as gneiss, mica schist,
and hornblende. There is no evidence of the existence of cither
animal or vegetable life, during the period while this strata were de-
positing. Necarly all the metals, used in the arts, are found in theso
rocks, and in the granit¢ on which they- rest.

Il. Tur TraNnsrrioN SysteM. This system embraces a great
variety of formations, and occupies a large portion of the crust of the
earth. Its lower strata consist of limestones, sandstones, and shales
or slaty rocks. Above these, is a layer of sandstone, known as the
old red sandstone, which is succeeded by a limestone, forming the
bed of the vast coal formations, which furnish go large an amount of
fuel to the world. Over these is deposited a _magnesian limestone,
and another layer of red sandstone, distinguished as the new red
sandstonc. :

The period, when these deposits were made, was characterized by
extraordinary luxuriance of vegetable lite. The coal depositsare all
of vegetable origin, and were reduced to their present form, by the
influence of heat, decay and pressure. In the rocks belonginwno
this system are also found, in Immeanse quantities, the lower orders
of animals, shell fish, snails, and a few fishes, and amphibious rep-
tiles. None of them, however, belong to species now known to be 1n
existence.

1II. THE SeconNvary SysrEM, composed of oolitic limestone,
greensand, and chalk. This system contains a large number ot fos-
sils, both animal and vegetable. Among the formner are those gigan-
tic amphibious animaly, mostly helonging to the lizard and crocodile
tribes, whose skeletons, found both on this continent and in Europe,
have excited so mu-h attention. There are also many shells, fishes,
insects, and a few quadrupeds. Several hundreds of species of plants
have been found in the secondary rocks, These fossils, vegetable
and animal, with scarcely an exceplion, belong to extinct species.

IV. Tue Tewtiary Svsrem. This consists of deposits of clay,
sand and gravel, in some instances hardened into rock, but generally
containing evidence of the comparative recentness of its deposition.
It contains an immense number of fossils, both animal and vegetable ;
of these about 12 per cent. have been identified as belonging to ex-
i species, and the remainder generally bear a marked resem-
blance to plants and animals now in existence, which the fossils of
the earlier periods do not.

Tur Divuvian Deposits, called also the erratic block group.
In thi system are included the boulders, scattered so abundantly over
many sections of the earth’s surface, and many of the more extetisive
deposits of sand, gravel and clay, which are evidently the result of
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he j«6sistless action of an overwhelming deluge. These deposits con -
* taln numerougganimal and vegetable forms, the greater part of which
'belon]u; to existing species, although occasionally extinct races are
found. *

VI. Tur Aruuvian Derostrs, in%u'liug the d-ltas, or earthy de-
posits at the mouths of rivers, the beds of lakes which have be-
come drained, the valleys of rivers subject to periodical inunda-
tions, the shores of oceans, s-as, &c.

‘These also contain, in untold quantities, relics of animal and vege-
table existence, but, with very few exceptions belonging to races now
known. The gigantic mastodon has been found in these deposits.

We have been thus particular in noticing the fossils belonging to
each system, because they serve as way-marks, by the aid of which,
cven the most unlettered may - ead the progress of the earth’s history,
from the period, when it was first setin motion, a vast mass of molten
granite, devoid of vegetable or animal life, to the present time, when
its green fields, and its innumerable hosts of living and moving be-
ings, attest with myriad voices, the power and wisdom of the great
Creator.

The whole of these formations do not ist in every part of the
woild; bhut wherever geological explorations have been made, it has
been found that the same order is obscrved; and, that, although
some one, or more, of these systems are ahsent, those which are
present follow the arrangement we have described.

In the state of New York the secondary formation is wanting.* as
well as the upper members of the transition system.* and in most
parts of the state the tertiary systom.

t will be seen, by the following table, that coal is not laid down
amnozs the formations of the state.” All the formations of New York,
except the alluvial and diluvial deposits, and the heds of tertiary, on
the St. Lawrence, are below the coal measures; the Catskill group,
which is the highest member of the transition system in New York,
being the layer immediately beneath it.

Tt is true that there are layers of Anthracite, an inch or two in thick-
‘hess, and extending over a few feet of surface, between the strata of
rocks of an earlicr era, in various parts of the state ; but coal does not
exist in the state, in suflicient quantities to be of any practical value.
This deficiency, however, is abundantly made up by the vast coal
ficlds of Pennsylvania and Ohio, which, by meclns of the extended
svstems of internal improvement, are rendered so casily accessible.

" The prevalence of limestone n nearly all the formations is worthy
of notice, afbrding, as it does, the basis rock best adapted to yield the
materials for fertilizing the soil.

. The table exhibits the geological formations of the state, accord-
ing to the arrangement adopted by the state geologists in their late
survey.

lll.{ 1V. and V. ofthis arrangement are compr_iscd under the general
head of the Transition system, heretofore described.

T 'I‘:L;:x_ist:l_mc— of a small bell of oolite in Saratoga county, and the somewhat
doubtful era of the red sandstone of Rockland county, can scarcely be considered

as exceptions to this statement.

.
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TABULAR VIEW OF THE ROCKS OF NEW YORK , ARRANGE. N

SYSTEMS, GROUPS AND FORMATIONS.

¢ Systems. Groups. ! Formations.
1. Abuvial. Alluvial. . }
, Diluvial, including
-II. Diluvial. houlders, &c.
H Clays and sands.
fil._Old Red sand [Old Red sandstont,/Conglomerate,

stone system. [pr Catskill group. |Old Red sandstone. .

Erie group, Chemung sand and flag

. New York tran-|
sition system.

tlelderberg series,

Ludlowville shales.

Helderberg imestone,
Schoharie grt,

Brown argillaceous sandstone,
Encginal lnncstone,

Oriskany sandstone,

Green shaly linestone,
Pentamerus hinestone.

Ontario group,

Onondaga salt and gypseous rocks,

Launestone and green shales,

Argillaceous 1ron ore,

Medina sandstone, soft, green and va
riegated.

Champlain group,

V. Taghkanic, or Ta-
conic systen.

Grey and

Lorraine shales and roofing slates,

Jtica slate,

'Trenton luncstone,

Birdseye limestone,

Chazy limestone,

Calciferous sandrock,

Potsdam sandstone.

Light green shales, sometiines dark and;
plumbaginous. .

Grey and clouded himestone,

Brown sandstone.

VI. Gneiss, or Primary)|
system.

{Gnewrs, hornblende, and mica slate,

Talcose slate and steatite.

VIL ‘Superincumbent|
rocks.

VIIL. Unstratified
rocks.

Greenstone, trap and porphyry. ‘U

sranite, Hypersthene rock.
Primary lunestone, serpentine,

Magnetic iron ore.

S |
There are in the state two tracts of primary and unstratified
rocks. The first is nearly circular in form, and occupies the counties

of Essex, Warren and Hamilton, and portions of Sara

toga, Fulton,

Herkimer, Oncida, Lewis, Jefferson, St. Lawrence, Franklin and

Clinton.

The Black river forms its southwestern boundary, from

Wilna, in Jefferson, to Remsen, in Oneida county.

The second is in the southeastern part of the state, of a somewhat
triangular form, and comprises Putnam and Westchester, together
with the larger part of New York, and part of Rockland, Orange and

Dutchess counties.

These two sections together occupy nearly one third of the

state.
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_'n}:/éonmin extensive and valuable mines of iron, lead and plumba-
&0, both in the northeastern and southeastern portions of the state.
“"Their surface is ?enerally broken and elevated, towering up to the .
height of more than a mile above tide water, in the A lirondack
' group, and attaining a considerable, though less lofty altitude in the

beetling cliffs which overlook the waters of the Hudson,

The soil is less arable and fertile than in the lands of the limestone
formations, but is covered, exceptdn the older counties, with a gigantic
growth of ouk, pine and hemlogk timber.

The gneiss of this system furnishes a fine building material, and
under the name of granite, is abundantly quarried for that purpose.
The serpentine, primitive limestone, and steatite, are also largely
quarried for the purposes of the arts.

These rocks abound in min¢rals of great interest to the mineralo-
gist. Garnet, beryl, chrygoberyl, pyroxene, sphene, tourmaline,
apatite, colophonite, scapolite, Labradorite, epidote, &c &ec.

Geologists differ in opinion, on the question, whether the Taghkanic,
or Taconic system should be ranked with the Primary, or the Transi-
tion system. Itis composed of brown sandstone, limestong and green
shales, or slaty rocks. It contains some®minerals, and furnishes a
fine limestone for building, but has few, or no fossils. ‘T'he soil
whitih overlays this system is gencrally good, and often highly
fertile. -

Its range is quite extensive, although frequently of no great width.

, Tt comprises nearly the whole of the counties of Washington, Rens-
sclaer and Columbia, part of Dutchess, Ulster, Greene, Albany and
Saratoga, and trending westward occupies a narrow tract in Schenece-
%{ontgomery, Herkimer and Oneida, and expands more widely
in ego and Jefferson counties.

‘We next come to the New York system, as it has been appropri-
ately named, comprising, according to the table, four distinct groups.
We commence with the lowest of these, the Champlain Group.
The constituents of this group are various kinds of sandstone and
limestone, slate, conglomerate, and a peculiar stone, compounded of

°lime and sandstone, and hence called calciferous (or limebearing)
sandrock.

Of these the Potsdam sandstone furnishes a beautiful and durable

building material, and is also used in the mangfacture of glass, and
the preparation of sand paper. The Trenton and birdseye* limestones
are used for the purposes of the arts. The Lorraine shales, and the
Utica slate are employed for ranfing, and to some extent for writing
slates. Th®@grey sandstone and conglomerate furnish stone suitable
for grindstones.
. The rocks of this group, and particularly the limestones and slates,
abound in fossils of the earlier periods ; encrinites, trilobites and nu-
merous others, unlike any of the crustaccous animals now in exist-
ence.

The soil, throughout the territory occupied by this group, is gener-
ally good, and much of it is highly fertile, being constantly enriched
by the decomposition of the limestone, slate and sandstone, which is

*ol'his linestone receives ity name from the abundance of encrinites which it

contams, which give it, when polished, an appearance somewhat resembling
Jbirdseye maple.
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effected by the combined action of air and water. The groupX rp..
pies a very considerable, but irregular territory. I appears occa-
sionally in small beds, then dips beneath the surface, and again ap-
pears, a3 the surface rack, over an extensive tract. In the forms of
Potsdam sandstone, calciferoussandrock, birdseye and Trenton lIime-’
stone, and Utica slate, it bounds the great primary region of the
northeast in every direction, varying in width from two to fifty miles.
It also makes its appearance in narrow beds on either side of the
Hudson. . .

The Ontario Group, which comes next in order, consists of three
distinct portions; the lowest a marly sandstone, generally soft, and
either red, green, brown, or variegated,—decomposing rapidly, when
exposed to the atmosphere, and denominated Medina sandstone ;
next, a series of soft, green, slaty rocks, also easily decomposed, and
overlaid by clayey and flinty limestones,alternating with each other,
and finally terminating in the limestone over which the Niagara
pours its resistless cataract ; and lastly a group of limestones, contain-
ing gypsum or plaster of Paris, water lime and salt, known as the
Onondaga,salt group.

This group, considered*with reference to practical purposes, is the
most valuable of the transition system in the state. It includes the
salt springs in Salina and its vicinity, and at Montezuma, which yield
so large an amount of revenue to the state; the gypsum beds, which
furnish such inexhaustible resources for the fertilization of the soil,
as well as for the various purposes of the arts, to which this valuable ,
mineral is applied ; and the water lime, called, after its preparation,
hydraulic cement, a material indispensable to the proper construc-
tion of canals, aqueducts, cisterns, and other masonry exposed to t'-¢
action of water, and one which has proved of the greatest seriice in
the construction of the public works of the state.

The fossils of this group are numerous and interesting. Shells of
bivalve molluscous animals, corallines and madrepores, together with
unequivocal traces of vezetable existence, mark this era.

Its minerals are not numerous. The clayey limestones contain
iron ore; fluor spar and selenite appear occasionally, and sulphufr
springs gush up from different sections Its soil is of unsurpassed
and perpetual fertility, being constantly enriched by the slowly
decomposing lime ,and gypsum. Tt is the granary of the state,and
before the wide prairies of the west waved with the &olden grain,
it su‘:plied nearly the whole country with bread-stuffs. The oak,
beech, maple, elm, butternut, hickor¥ and black walnut, are the prin-
cipal forest trecs. The Ontario group commences at tHe southwest-
ern extremity of Lake Ontario in Canada, and extends eastward with
a medium breadth of twenty miles to its termination in Montgomeny
county.

The Helderberg series comprises four kinds of limestone and three
of sandstone. Of these the Helderberg limestone is extensively used
as a flagging stone, under various local names; it is also employed to
some extent as a building material ; the Oriskany sandstone is alse
used as a building material ; it occasionally contains lime. Of the
remaining layers, one of the sandstones is dark, shaly andbrittle ; the
other calcareous and abounding in fossils. Two of the limestnes
contain large quantities of fossils, and derive their names from that
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pl'ﬂé,’in one the cenciinite, one of the most beautiful of the crustace-
.ous fossils, is §redominant; in the other, the pentamerus, whose

shell beaps some resemblance, in form, to that of the common oyster.
.'The remaining limestone is slaty and easily decomposed.

The Helderberg limestone 13 cavernous, and many of its caves
have been explored for a considerable distance. They contain sta-
lactites and stalagmites of great beauty.

The principal minerais of this fermation are bog iron ore, calcareous

-and fluor spar, jasper, sulphate of strontian, in great abundance,
satin spar, alum, bitumen and small veins of anthracite. The soil,
overlying these rocks, is generally either a fine clay, or sand lying
upon clay. Marl occurs quite frequently. By suitable cultivation it
y1elds good crops of wheat and other grains. The timber is usually
vak, chestnut, hickory, pine 7 nd hemlock.

This group occupies a nagrow tract, commencing in the western
part of Orange county, and passing northeasterly through Ulster to
the Hudson ; thence along the banks of that river,to Albany county,
where it turns westwardly, passes through the centre of the state im-
mediately south of the Ontario group, forming the bed of jnost of the
small lakes in western New York, and t&rminates on the shores of
Lake Erie.

The Erie Group is divisible into two portions, the lower, denomin-
ated Ludlowville shales, is composed of soft slaty rogks, alternating
with thin beds of limestone, and is easily decomposed ; the upper,
called the Chemung group, consists of thin, cven beds of gray sand-
stone, with intervening shales, or beds of slate.

Some of the fossils, found in this group, possess great beauty, and
ey the approach to that period of vegetable luxuriance, which
mark® the coal formation. I%erns, and other vegetable fossils fre-
quently occur, and the avicula, delthyris and other shell fish, strongly
resembling some living species, are found imbedded in the rocks.

The mincrals of this group are few, and of no great importance.
Petroleum, or mineral oil, called, in some parts of the state, Seneca oil,
$ccurs in several localities, and the shale is often so strongly imprez-
nated with it as to burn quite freely. Carburetted hydrogen, or in-
flammable gas, also issues from the surface in a number of places, and
in such quantities, as to be used, in onc or two instances, for illumin-
ating villages, light houses, &c. .

The soil where the Ludlowville shales form the surface rock,
though apparently rough and broken, is rendered fertile by the con-
stant decomposition of the rocl® It is well adapted to the culture of
wheat and ofher grains, As we ascend, to the more elevated surface
of the Chemung sandstone, we find a marked change in the character
uf the soil; the white pine and hemlock take the place of the oak,
maple and beech of the lower lands, and attain a gigantic growth.
These lands produce the grasses luxuriantly, and, as they become
cleared, will afford pasturage to vast herds of cattle and sheep.

The Erie group covers nearly the whole of Chautauque, Cattarau-
ﬁ‘us,Wyoming, Allegany, Steuben, Yates, Tompkins, Chemung and

ioga counties, together with portions of Broome, Chenango, Cort-
land, Ontario, Livingston, Genesec and Erie, as well as a narrow
tralt in Sullivan, Ulster, Greene, Schoharie and Otsego counties.

. This completes what, for convenience, has been termed the New
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York Transition system. Thc remaining group profrgrly belongte«.
the Transition system of the English Geologists, and'is by them dc-
nominated the Old Red sandstone, that rock being its prineipal con-
stituent. The State Geologists, from the fact of its being the pre-
dominant rock of the Catskilk mountains, have given it the name of
the Catskill group.

It consists of two distinct formations, viz., the Old Red sandstone
overlying the Chemung sandstone, dnd the conglomerate strata, which
are immediately beneath the coal besring limestone of Pennsylvania.
Between the layers of the former are interposed soft shales combined
with mica.

The sandstone is generally of a deep red color, and imparts the
same hue to the soil which covers it. It contains comparatively few
fossils ; the scales and bones of some lizard-like fish have been dis-
covered in it. '

The minerals of this group are few, and of but little importance.
Bog iron ore and calcareous spar are those most worthy of notice.
The conglomerate affords fine grindstones, and has been used to some
extent for.millstones.

The soil is generally good; the sandstone decomposing readily
under atmospheric influence, mingles with the vegetable mould and
renders it fertile. Hemlock, beech, maple, elm, basswood, butternut,
&c. are the principal timber trces ; the oak is seldom found in this
formation.

‘I'he Red sandstone of the Catskill group is mostly confined to the
vicinity of the Kaatsbergs; occupying the county of Delaware, and
Eortions of Sullivan, Ulster, Greene, Otsego, Chenango and Broome ;

ut the conglomerate extends westward, and caps the highest b "% of
the southwestern counties.

The Diluvial deposits skirt the shores of the St. Lawrence, Lakc
Champlain, and the Hudson, and compose the surface of the northern
half of Long Island. They consist of a stiff blue clay beneath, a
yellowish brown clay above this, and sand on the surface. The ma-
rine shells, found in these clays, belonging in somne instances to ex-
tinct species, show that these deposits were made at an earlier period
than those thrown down by rivers or oceans, in modern times. To
this system belong also the boulders, scattcred so widely over the
state. .

‘The Alluvial deposits, consisting of gravel, sand, loam, &c. thrown
up by the waves, or deposited on the shores of lakes, and the banks
oPrivers, and still in the process of aggregation, constitnte the last of
the geological formations of the state. To these belong portions of
the valleys of the rivers and lakes and the southern half of Long
Island. The soil of both these classes of deposits is usually fertile.

The class of rocks known as trap and porphyry, do not, in this state,
constitute a separate formation. They occur either in columnar masses
like the Palisades, on the west bank of the Hudson, near New York,
or in narrow veins or dikes, traversing rocks of an entirely different
constitution. They are evidently the result of the action of subterra-"
nean fire, Porphyry is only found occupying a tract ot a few miles
in length, on Lake Champlain.

In connexion with the Geology of the state, the *Ridge road” is
deserving of notice. This road consists of a bank of sand, gravel and
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-_,Mluvial and Jiluvial deposits, varying in height from 100 to 150
fact, and extending along the whole southern coast of Lake Ontario,
ata distance of' six or eight miles from it, forming a natural highway.
1t is said ‘that a somewhat similar ridge exists along the northern
shore of the Lake. >

That this ridge once,and at no very distant period, formed the south-
ern’shore of the lake, is proved, by the existence of small sand hil-
lacks, evidently heaped aip by the.action of the waves; by the entire

.absence of Indian mounds and fgrtifications, on the north side of the
ridge, and their frequent appearance, immediately south of it ; and
above all, by the structure and composition of the ridge itself.

The deep channels, cut in the rocks, by many of the rivers of the
state, are also a subject of geological interest. The Hudson, St. Law-
rence, Oswego, and some of the northern streams, either have banks
rogularly sloping to the wytes edse, or, if they occasionally pass
through narrow and precipifous defiles, have not won for themselves
a passage, by the action of their waters upon the rocky barrier which
opposed them, but have availed themsclves of a route opencd by
some convulsion of nature.

Such is not the case with the Mohawk, the Chenango, thé Genesee,
and the Niagara. Descending from clevated table lands, they have,
by their ceaseless flow, hewn out a channel through the shales, slates
and marly sand and limestones, in some instances 100 or 500 feet be-
low the level of the surrounding country. The constant action of the
waters upon these decomposing rocks has also caused the falls of
Niagara to recede, as some geologists conjecture, a distance of five or
six miles, and this recession is still in progress.

\Msn,u.osv. We have already adverted to the minerals, pecu-
liar to the different formations, but a somewhat more particular de-
scription of the mineral wealth of the state scems requisite, ina work
like ours.

Among the useful metals, Iron is most ahundant in New York. It
is found in five forms.
o Ist. The Magnetic Ozide, most abundant in Essex, Clinton,
Franklin, Warren, Orange and Putnam counties, but occurring also
in considerable quantities in Lewis, St. Lawrence and Jefferson.
This variety is adapted to the production of malleable iron and steel,
and for this purpose is superior to any in the.United States, and
equal to most of the foreign ores.  The quantity is immense, a single
vein (the Sandford vein in Newcomb, Essex county,) being estimated
by Prof. Engnons to contain oi® sufficient to yield at least three mil-
lions of tons, of malleable iron ; scveral other veins, in thesame neigh-
borhood, contain nearly as much more, and the mines of Orange coun-
tv, though worked for nearly a centuty, are still very productive.
This ore is confined to primary rocks.

2d. The Specular Oxide, found in St. Lawrence, Jefferson and
Franklin counties, imbedded in sandstone. This varicty is well
adapted to castings. Though less abundant than the preceding, it is
found in large quantities.

3d. The Argillaceous bre, called also bog iron ore, found in vari-
ous parts of the state, evidently deposited by alluvial and diluvial
actfon, in the clay or gravel. It is principally used for castings.
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4th. The Hemaltitic ore, frequently occurring in crystals of r.ntas
tic and beautiful forms. This ore occurs extensively in Richmond,
Orange, Ulster, Putnam, Dutchess, Columbia, Warren and Wayne
counties. It is also found in smaller quantities in Rockland and
Westchester. It usuvally makes its appearance in the lower lime-
stones of the transition systemn.  When combined with the magnetic
oxide, it improves its quality.

Sth. The Curburet of Iron, called also Black lead, Plumbago and
graphite, occurs abundantly in Dutchess county, and in considerable
quantities in Essex and Clinton couiitics,

Lead is found, in immense quantities, at Rossie and its vicinity, in
St. Lawrence county, and less abundantly in the Shawangunk moun-
tains, in Sullivan and Ulster, and in Duteliess, Columbia, Lewis and
Monroe counties. It does not secm to be confined to any particular
geological era, occurring in nearly all the formations.

Zinc and Copper vccur in various parts of the state, but not in
suflicient quantities to be of much practical value.

Arsenic has been discovered in Putuam county.

Manganese, in the form of manganese wad, occurs in Columbia,
Lewis and Dutchess counties, and 1s uscd to some eatent for bleach-
ing. Manganesian garnct is found in New York county.

Barytes and Strontian are abundant in Schoharie and Jeflerson,
and probably exist in some of the other counties.

Alum, printipally in the form of efflorescence, is found in several
parts of the state

The existence and valuc of the deposits of gypsum, and water lime,
has already been noticed, in speaking of the Onondaga salt group.

Serpentine and its allied minerals, soapstone, talc, carbonnate, b -
drate and sulphate of magnesia, (Epsom salts,) together wigi' as-
bestus and amianthus, occur abundantly in Putham, Orange, West-
chester, Jefferson and St. Lawrence, and in considerable quantities in
Monroe, Orleans, Genesee, Albany, Cayuga, Essex, Rensselacer and
Niagara counties. .

Those minerals, which are only of interest to the mineralogist, are
enumerated under the counties in which they occur.

MinerAL Serings.  These are of various kinds.

1. Chalybeate Springs. The most celebrated of these, are those
of Saratoga county, which are fully described in another part of the
work. There are a few, but of no great strength or notoriety, in other
parts of the state.

Q. Sulphur Springs. These are ~idely disseminated. Those at
Avon, in Livingston county, have attained the greatist cclebrity.
Those in the vicinity of Rochester, Monroe county, and Chittenango,
Madison county, are perhaps next in impottance. The State Geolo-
gists report sulphur springs in twenty-cight countics of the state

3. Brine Springs occur in every part of the Onondaza salt forma-
tion, and are also found, though of lcss strength, in other parts of the
state. They are supposed to be impregnated by deposits of rock salt,
at some distance below the surface. Those in the towns of Salina and
Montezuma are the most important and valuable.

A. Jeid Springs, or those in which the water 18 strongly impreg-
nated with sulphuric acid, are found in Genesee, Erie and Orleans
counties.
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e Petrifying Springs, so highly charged with carbonate of lime
a3 to deposit itgpon whatever the water falls, and thus give ita coat-
fng of limestone, are found in Madison and Saratoga countices.

G, Oil Springs, the waters of which are covered with a thick pelli-
tle of Petroleum, or mineral oil, are foynd in Cattaraugus and Allega-
ny counties.

,  TWprings cvolving Nitrogen Glas. The most celebrated of these
are those of New Lebanon, in Columbia county, and of Hoosick, in

Renssclaer county.  There is also one, of some note, near Canoga, in
Seneca county. *

S. Springs evolving Carburetted Hydrogen, or inflammable gas.
These abound in the neighborhood of Lake Erie, and the Niagara
river. ‘The village of Fredonia, and the light house at Barcelona, in
Chautanque county, are illuminrted by them. Springs of the same
character are also found in Dutc.ess, Oneida and Monroe counties.

Maurl, a valuable fertilizilg agent, exists in vast beds in Madison,
Monroe, Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Onondaga, Ontario, Orange and
Wayne counties, and in considerable abundance in Rensselaer, Wash
ington, Saratoga, Albany, Schoharie, Merkimer, Cortland, Oncida,
8t. Lawrence, Niagara and Erie counties. e .

Prat is less widcely distributed. Tt occurs, however, on Long Isl-
and, and in Richmond, Rockland, Orange, Sullivan, Putnam, West-
chester, Columbia, Clinton, Oncida and Cattaraugus counties, The
attention of farmers should be directed tothis, on accoutit of its value,
both for fuel, and as a manure,

The gneiss and granite of the primary region, as we have already

remarked, form elesant and durable building materials. The Pots-
"Wm sandstone, from its power of resisting atmospheric influence,
and™he facility with which it may be cut in any desired shape, is
hizhly valued for building. The Chemung gray sandsione and the
red sandstone of Rockland county are also prized by builders. The
Medina sandstone is more liable to decomposition, but is used to
some extent.

T'he limestone formations furnish a great number of varieties of
Wnarble, suitable not only for architectural purposes, Lut for the arts.
The most celebrated ornamental varicties are the black marble of
Glen’s fulls, which equals any of the foreign varieties ; the Chazy
black mrble, considercd as fully equal to the best Irish ; the varie-
gated marbles of St. Lawrence and Rockland cotinties ; the slate and
dove colored of Otsego, Oneida and Onondaga ; the birdseye of the
Champlain uroup ; and the wlite marble of Westchester, Dulchqss,
Columbia, Whashington and St. Lawrence counties The Singsing
marble is largely employed, as a building stone, in New York city.
The serpentine rocks, in several parts of the state, afford slabs, of suffi-
cient size, to be used for the manufacture of furniture. The Utica
slate, and some of the slate formations in the northern part of the
atate, furnish slates of excellent quality, both for roofing and writing.

The gray sandstones and conglomerate of the Champlain and Erie
groups, furnish grindstones of superior quality, and from the Sha-
waneunk grits, millstones have been manufactured, which compared
well with the French buhrstone.

M will be seen, by the brief sketch we have given of the Geology

_and Mincralogy of the state of New York, that her mineral resources
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are equal to her agricultural, commercial and manufacturing facili-
ties. True,she does not possess coal, or so far as has¢yet been ascer-
tained, the precious metals; but the former is abundantly supplied
by the neighboring states of Pennsylvania and Ohio ; and ‘the latter,
paradoxical as it may seem, have never conduced to the wealth, or
prosperity of any state, which has possessed them,

Her mines of iron, lead and plumbago ; her salt-springs and 7cus of
water lime and gypsum ; and her quarries of granite, sandstone and
marble are, to her citizens, a more valuable inheritance than the gold
and silver mines of Mexico, and will confer upon them a greater and
more lasting prosperity.

II. BOTANY.

It would be entering into a far more elaborate view of the subject
than the limits of this work permit, to trace out even an abstract of
the vegetable wealth of New York. From its geographical po-
sition, diversity of soil, eurface, and climate; its holding a middle
place between the north and south, nearly all the great features of
the United States flora are here produced. Immense forests still oc-
cupy the uncultivated regions north and west, consisting mainly of
pine, oak and beech, while the chestnut, hickory and maple, with
a host of other less numerous, but not less valuable trees, are scat-
tered over its territory.

The mountain sides and woods are clothed with an undergrowth
of shrubs; as the whortleberry, rhododendron and mountain laurg!s,
under whose shade, and in the open fields, flourish hundreds offuore
humble herbaceous plants, among which will be found many that are
rare and curious, as well as of great beauty and utility.

Anemone, Ranunculus, and Violets, often before the snow has en-
tirely disappeared, put forth their blossoms in every sheltered nook
of wood and meadow. These, with the cowslip (Caltha palustris),
the woodbine (Aquilegia), bloodroot (Sanguinaria), and many of
that wide spread tribe, the Cruciferae, or crosslike plants, serve to
mark the opening spring. As the season advances, nature assumes
much gayer colors. The beautiful blue Lupine (Lupinus perennis),
Desmodiums, and the wild Sensitive plant (Cassia nictitans), whose
leaves close together, when touched by the hand, are frequent on
sandy soils, -

Common in our swamps and boggy ground, is theeSide Saddle
flower, or Hunter's cup lSarracem'a), bearing a single, nodding,
dark red flower, a wonder by itself, but more so, when viewed 1n
connection with the singular structure of its leaves. These are
not flat, as in other plants, but hollow, and somewhat Pitcher shaped,
arranﬁed in a circle around the base of the stem, their open mouths
turned upwards to catch the falling rains, Atthe orifice of each leaf
is a broad lip, furnished with short stiff’ hairs pointing downwards,
and forming a trap, for numerous insects, that seck the water, alnays
contained in them. A luckless fly once entered, it is impossible for
him to return ; and he is forced to go onwards, until droppings he
perishes in the water beneath. Of what use, in the economy of the
plant, these dead insects are (the cup being often half filled with®



BoTANY. 33

~them) is not, as yet, well known; but possibly they serve in some
degree as nutrifaent.

* Another plant well worthy of notice for its elegance and exquisite
fragrance, is the white Pond Lily (Nymphea odorata). The roots,
Which are rough and knotty, creep along the muddy bhottoms of ponds
and slow-flowing streams ; while the large round leaves, of a bright

d*giossy green, cover the water above, in many instances for acres,
contrasting well with the pure white flowers. Like the primrose and
wonderful four o'clock, which ,almost serve to mark the hour,
Nymphwa expands its buds early in the morning, and whether the
day be clear or cloudy, before noon, regularly closes, and sinks beneath
the surface. The leaf stalks are long and flexile, varying with the
depth of water, and forming, as every wandering school boy knows,
a sccure retreat for fish,

Spatter Dock, or Yellow Ppnd wLily (Nuphar advena), is common
in every ditch, but an allied genus (Nelumbium), or Sacred Bean, is
rare ; Big Sodus Bay, Lake Ontario, is the only known locality in
the state.

In shallow water, along the Hudson, above the Highlands, and
through the western counties, is the Vallisheria or Tape Grass, re-
markable for the peculiar spiral form of its stems, which always per-
mit :lhe flower to float upon the surface whatever may be the rise
of tide. :

Besides those just mentioned, the more frequent p‘ants of low
grounds and margins of streams are the Iris, Sweet Flag, or Calamus
root (Acorus calamus), Yellow Lily, (Lilium Canadense), Forget-
me-not (Myasoetis), whose bright blue flowers continue from early
sping till frost, Arrow leaf (Sagittaria), Cat-tail flag (Typha pa-
lustrts), with numerous varieties of Rush (Juncus), am{p Sedges
(Carex), the last sometimes eaten by cattle, for want of more nutri-
tious food. Virgin’s bower (Clematis Virginiana), a handsome in-
digenous vine creeping over bushes and fences is often cultivated for
its quick growth and abundant blossoms.

In the Lobelia tribe, we have the Cardinal IFlower (L. Cardinalis),
woted for the splendor of its scarlet blossoms ; Indian Tobacco (L.
Inflate), the grand panacea of the Thompsonians; the L. Syphi-
litica, also used hy them; Water Glaliole (L. Dortmanni), much

= less common than cither of the preceding, and L. Nuttallii, con-
fined to the sandy swamps of Long Island. *

In the deep recesses of woods and swamps, the Arum and the
Orchis-tribes are met with. Ofe the former, Indian Turnip (Arum
triphyllum), well known for its acrid root, and Water Arum (Calla
palustris), are good examples.

.The Orchids, from the strange forms and brilliant colors of their
contorted flowers, arc well worth the trouble it takes to cultivate
them. Platanthera grandiflora, or tall purple Orchis, is one of
the most beautiful, although .Arethusa, Pogonia, our three spe-
cies of Lady’sSlipper (Oypripedium), and the graceful White Lady’s

. Tress, are not less deserving a place in the garden.

Dlants of the great group Composite, to which the Asters and Golden-
rods belong, forming one ninth of our entire flora, are characteristic
of tlee autumnal vefetation. Some Asters are fine garden plants,
but, like the whole class, chiefly interesting for their gorgeous appear-
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ance. From the sweet scented golden-rod ( Solidago odora), a fras
grant volatile oil, sometimes useg in medicine, is distilled. Yarrow
(Achillea), Boneset (Eupatorium perfoliatum), Tansy ( Tanacetum
vulgare), and some few others are medicinal; most of the order,
however, are but weeds, as eyery farmer who hos had his lands over-
run with Canada thistle and pigwecd, can testify. The secds of the
Sunflower ( Helianthus annuus) {ield, under pressure, an oi} suntiax
in quality and uses to that of linseed. Jerusalem Artichokes are
the tuberous roots of the Helianthus tuberosus. ‘They arc too
watery to be uscd as food. Neither of the two last arc natives of the
state, but they are occasionally found in wastc places near habitations.

Angelica, Sweet Cicely (Osmorrhiza), Sanicle ( Sanicula), Cicuta
(Cicuta maculata), types of the order of umbelliferous plants are
well known ; Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), poisonous in its wild
state, i3, when cultivated, the esculent carrot of the garden.

Poison Hemlock (Conium maculatum), by a drauzht of which
Socrates is related to have died, with some other introduced and
native plants, as the Milkweed (Asclepias), Plantain. Canada Thistle,
Poke weed (Phytolacca decandra), Thorn Apple (Datura Stramo-
nium), Oxeye Daisy (Ghrysanthemum), and Dandeclion (Lennto-
don), belong to a class that might be named ¢ wayside plants,” from
their commonly occupying a position beside the roadsand fences.

Plantain (Plantago major) has been called by the Indians *¢ white
man’s footstep,” because it is found wherever he has placed his
dwelling ; and with a faithfulness not equalled in the human race,
is constantly in his path. The more it is trodden down the wider
does it apread, and the more luxuriantly does it grow.

‘The Ezlantine or Sweet Brier (Rosa Rubiginosa), such a gena. i
favorite with the old and young, is a member of the large 1amily
Rosacee, of which our state can boast many representatives. Among
these are the Rose, seven or eight species of Blackberry (Rubus),
Strawberry (Fragaria), Fivefinger (Potentilla), (one species of
which (P. tridentata) is a little Alpinc plant found only on the
summitsof the mountains), Thornbush ( Crategus), Service berry or
Shad bush (Amelanchier), Wild Plum and lofty Wild Cherry. The
last is used in cabinet work, being as dark and heavy as some infe-
rior kinds of mahogzany.

Of Labiate or the mint tribe, Spearmint, or Julep weed (Mentha
Viridis), Peppermint (M. Piperita), Peuny Royal, Catnep, Balin,
(Melissa) and Mountain mint (Pycnanthemum incanum), are very
generally known. °

A few of the Nightshade tribe (Solanacee), are -natives ofthe
state, such as Bittersweet ( Solanum dulcamara), deadly N ight-&nie
(8. Nigrum). and Winter Cherry (Physalis), which arcall of suspi-
cious appearance, and reputed poisonous.

Buckwheat is one of the Polygonacee ; and of the same order are
the common Sorrel (Rumex acetosclla), Water Dock (R. crispus),
and Smart weed (Polygonum).

Shrubby plants are numerous; many species are highly ornamental;
others, from their virtues, areadmitted intothe Pharmacop=as; others,
again, are poisonous. Of this latter class are some of the species of
Sumach (Rhus); the most virulent of these, is the Swamp Sumach
(Rhus venenata), simple contact with which, or mere cxposure to its



‘BOTANY. 36

effluvium, being sufficient in many cases to cause a most painful erup-
tion on the sking Mercury, or Poison Oak, is less active than the pre-
ceding, but sufficiently so, to cause all those who are easily aflected by
vegetable poisons to shun its neighborhood. The leaves of the com-
mon Sumach (R. g/abra), are used in the manufacture of morocco.

The large flowering Rose bay (Rhodedendron mazimum) is a

,bﬂﬂ- om six to twelve feet in height, with broad and thick leaves,

+“growing in tufts from the extrcmities of the branches; and large
showy flowers, in dense terminal clusters. 1t is said to be the most
beautiful flowering shrub in the United States, and is sometimes
culuvated in lawns and door-yards.

‘The wild upright Honeysuckle (Azalea, or Rhododendron nudiflo-
rum), and the broad leaved Laurel (K a/mia latifolia) make the woods

y by the profusion of thefr purple blossoms. The dwarf Laurel

E’I‘(almia angustifolia), known a'so by the names sheep-poison and
lamb-kill, is a pretty little bd¥sh, but has a bad reputation, the leaves
being said to poison sheep. The last two are common in the southern
counties, while in the west the glaucous Kalmia takes their place.
*. The Elder (Sambucus Canadensiv)and the Hazel (Corylus Amer-
icanus), prized for its nuts, which, though ssweeter, do not equal in
size, the filbert of Kurope, are to be seen in every coppice, Whortle-
berries are the Krnducl of several species of Vaccinium. The ear-
liest in the market is the dwarf blue Whortlcberry ( V. Pennsylva-
nica), growing in sandy woods, and on hill sides and sfmmits of the
mountains  The Bilberry (V. corymbosum) is frequent in swamps
and wet shady woods. The rceably acid Cranberry, an almost
indispensable article of food, is the fruit of twospecies of Vaecintum,
=, oxycoccus and V. macrvcarpon). The former abounds in the
nortisern and western parts of the state, and the latter, which is the
common American cranberry seen in the market, is most frequent in
the south.

The banks of every stream and rivulet are fringed with the Willow
(Salix), Alder (Alnus), and Spice wood (Laurus Benzoin). This
last is a shrub easily recognized, by its smooth brittle branches and
wlossy foliage. The bark has an agreeably spicy tastc; and a de-
coction of the young twigs is often used, as a medicinal drink, in the
spring of the year. In the moist thickets, conspicuous from its red
frmt, 18 the Winter berry (Prinos), once used for the cure of fever and
ague; but, for this purpose, it is much inferior to the Dogwood (Cor-
nus florida), which possesses many of the peculiar properties of Pe-
ruvian Bark. .

Witch Hazel (Hamamelis Virginica) is, in the eyes of the super-
stitious, a most notable shrub, because, in the moment of parting
with its foliage, it puts forth a profusion of gaudy yellow blossoms,
giving to November, the counterfeited appearance of spring.

The most important vegetable productions of the state are un-
doubtedly the forest trees, of which we can boast numerous species.
‘The cone bearers (Coniferae), which are nearly all evergreen trees,

. are well represented in our Flora. We have no less than nine species
' of Pines.  Pitch Pine (Pinus rigida) forms nearly all the woodland
of Long Island, and covers a great extent of barren country, west of
Albany ; it is serviceable for little else than fuel and making charcoal.
White, or Weymouth pine (P. strobus) is met with in most parts of
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. .
the state, but chiefly on the head waters of the Hudson, Delaware,
Allegany, and rivers entering into Lake Ontario: ideed nearly all
the western counties were once covered with dense forests of this
noble tree, nor can we wonder that it is rapidly disappearing beneath
the axe, when 65,000 acresjnust be annually cleared, to meet tire
demand for lumber, 650,000,000 feet of which are obtained from New
York alone. Hemlock Spruce (P. Canadensis) affords aneaiers-
kind of timber, lasting well if protected from the weather; but in
exposed situations it warps, splits and soon decays. The bark is
extensively employed in tanning,”and although inferior to oak, it
makes very good leather. Balm of Gilead, or Balsam Fir (P. Bal-
samea), is not found lower than the Catskill mountains; but is abund-
ant in the northern counties, especially among the Essex mountains.
The turpentine, sold under the name” of Canada Balsam, is ob-
tained by opening the blisters which form beneath the bark. Black
Spruce (P. nigra) is employed princifmlly for the yards and lighter
spars of vessels, for which purpose it is admirably fitted by its light-
ness and strength, White Spruce (P. alba) is a small tree found in
swamps, and on the sides of the northern mountains, rarely south of
Catskill.® The Indiansesplit the small tough roots into fibres for
sewing their bark canoes. Tamarack (P. Pendula) differs from all
other pines, in its leaves, which fall at the approach of winter,

Belonging to the same natural family ( Conifere) are the Red Cedar
(Juniperus Virginiana), noted for its great durability ; White cedar
S(Iupreuua Thuyoides) constituting the cedar swamps of Long

sland; Arbor Vite (Thuya occidentalis), conspicuous along the
banks of the Hudson for its cone like growth’; altkough it is semetimes
found im swampy places, and then is known by the name of Whatir
cedar. We have also the Yew (Tazus Canadensis), which is very
different from the yew tree of Europe, though identical in Botanical
character—with us it is a shrub of humble growth, trailing over
rocks, and found in woods, beneath the shglter of taller evergreens.

The Oaks are almost, if not quite, equal in value to the Pines, and
much more numerous, as regards species  White Oak (Quercus alba)
is always considered one of our most valuable timber trees, The
wood is of greal strength and durability, and is used when these
qualities are required, as in ship building and heavy frame work for
fnachinery. When sawed into plank, the wheelwright, the wagon-
maker, and indced$ almost every mechanic, uses it more oggless in his
labor.  Black Oak (Q. tinctoria) furnishes Quercitron® bark, an
article of export, and used in dyeing; Scarlet Oak (Q. coccinea), and
Black Chestnut Ouk (Q. montana), arc much prizedeby the tanner.
Other species are Willow Oak (Q phellos), with narrow leaves;
Chinquapin (Q prinos), a dwarl species bearing edihle acorns ;
Swamp White Oak (Q. bicnlor) ; Mossy Cup Oak (@. olimfonm'a);
Pin Oak (Q. palustris) and Blick Jack (Q. nigra); the last is indi-
genous to Long Island only.

The White Elm (Ulmus fmericana) is a most graceful species,

and when growing in moist rich soil onc of the largest of our forest.

trees. The Slippery Elm (U. fulva), a smaller tree, growing on
higher ground, is well known_for the mucilaginous properties of its
inner bark. Thomas’ Elm (U. racemosa), vo named from the per-
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son who first described it, is_rather frequent on river banks in the
middle and western parts of the state.

'Of the Ash (Frazinus), we have only three species, the White,
Black and Grey. White Ash (F. Americana) has elastic, tough
wood, and is used in the manufacture cf carrisges, agricultural im-
plements, &c. From its splitting freely, it is much employed by the
¢ speiics hoops.

Suiar Maple (Acer saccharinum) is a large and handsome tree,
well known as furnishing the maple sugar which is obtained, by

boiling down the sap, procured from the trees, during the months of

February and March—Birdseye and Curled Maple are accidental

varieties in the wood of this species., Red Maple (4. ,

‘White or Silver leaved Maple &1. dasycarpum), Mountain Maple,

or Moose wood (4. Spicatum and A. Pennsylvanicum), are the

only other species. .

'he Walnut tribe are valuable, both for food and timber. Black
Walnut (Juglans nigra), and Butternut (J. cinerea), occur in most
parts of the state. Shell bark Hickory (Carya alba) bears the com-
mon white walnut, so pleasant tocrack by the winter fireside. The bark
of this tree separates in long flat scales, with loose, detached ends,
iving the trunk a ragged appearance; Moker-nut (C. fomentosa),
ig-nut (C. porcina) and Bitter-nut (C. amara)are the only remain-

ing New York epecies. B

The Beech (Fagus) and Chestnut (Castanea) are both noble grow-
ing trees. The wood of the Beech is heavy and compact, but not
durable. Chestnut, on the contrary, though light and open grained,

. bears exposure, for a great length of time, without decay. The Amer-

Jcats Chestnut is considered a variety of the European, differing only

in its smaller and sweeter nuts.

The Canoe Birch is the Betula papyracea. From the bark of this
species, which readily peels off in long thin sheets, and slips of cedar,
the Indians manufacture their canoes. The wood of the Black Birch
(Betula lenta), is considerably used in cabinet making. The Dwarf
Birch (Betula nana) is an Alpine shrub, found only on the high
mountains of Essex county. The Sycamore (Platanus), the Poplars,
and the Willows, are of little value, except as shade trees. Not so
the Locust (Robinia pseud ia), a tree of rapid growth and grace-
ful form. Its wood is exceedingly hard and nearly indestructible,
and is mostly used for trenails, and gate posts, and in ship-building.
It is nct a native of the state, but is cultivated for sale, and as an
ornamental tree. >

The Tulip tree (Liriodendron Tulipifera) is the pride of our
northern forests for its majestic growth, symmetrical form, and hand-
some foliage. It not unfrequently rises to the height of seventy feet
without a branch, and is covered in May or June with innumerable
tulip shaped flowers. The Magnolia (Magnolia glauca) is found
only in the swamps of Long Island, and there but sparingly. Its
dawersexhale a heavy, but not unpleasant, perfume. One other spe-
cies, the Cucumber tree (M. acuminata), is not uncommon in the
western parts of the state, and is thus named from the appearance of
the seed cone. o

Of vist importance, as furnishing directly or indirectly the food of
man and animals, are the grasses; and no class of plants is so widely

. 3 -
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distributed as this. They form the principal portion of the herbage
of the earth, giving to the hills and plains their lovely green.

Though our Pglora contains many native species, only a small nutn-
ber are of value, our meadow grasses being, with few’exceptions,
of foreign origin. The pringipal of these are, Timothy (Phleum pru-
tense), making the best of hay ; Sweet Vernal grass (Anthozanthum
odoratum), which, when half withered, gives out a ple wiooof
vanilla; Meadow grass (Poa pratensis), Blue grass (P. compressa)®
and Rough grass (P. trivialis), mgst of which have spread over all.
our pasture grounds. Wheat (Zriticum), Rye (Secale) and Oats
(AAvena), are extensively cultivated in all parts of the state. Zizania
aguatica, or wild rice, a favorite food of the Indians, and affording
sustenance to myrinds of wild fowl, is a native of the northern coun-
ties.

The Wild Oat and Chess (Bromys), into which our farmers
wrongly believe that wheat and rye degenerate, are common. Phrag- «
mites, the largest grass of the northern states, looking at a distance
likedl:-oom corn, grows by the river side, and borders of swamps and

onds. , '

P Some grasses are p&culiar to the sands; their matted roots, form-
ing a thick sod, prevent the loose soil from being carried away, by
the water or wind. Many others, by their annual decay, aid in fertili-
zir;:g the sqjl, that would otherwise be arid and unproductive.

erns and Fernlike plants occupy a wide extent of territory.
Most common of all is the Brake (Pteris), under cover of which the
sportsman is sure to find the rabbit, or the partridge. Maiden Hair
(diantum), a delicate fern, with dark brown polished stems, is not
uncommon. The Walking Fern (Asplenium rhizophyllum) is. ez
markable for striking root from the extremities of the fronds. The
Climbing Fern (Lygodium) is the only species of the tribe, with a
twining stem, found in so high a latitude. The tall Osmunda (O. ¢in-
namomea) grows in large bunches, in damp woods and low grounds;
sometimes attaining the height of 2 man.

Club Moss ( Lycopodium), a creeping cvergreen, is in great request
at Christmas time, to form festoons and wreaths, .

’I;:le Scouring Rush (Eguisetum) is used for polishing wood and
metals.

In the report of the recent Geological and Botanical survey, ordered.
by the legislature, the whole number of specics of flowering plants,
in the state, is said to be about 1450. Of these, 1200 are herbaceous,
and 150 may be regarded as ornamental. Of woody plants there are,
250 species, inclutfing about 80 that attain to theestature of trees.
Of plants that are reputed medicinal, we have (native and natural.
mc;) 160 species. The naturalized plants exceed 160 species.

We must here leave this short notice of New York plants, though
we have, by no means, exhausted the materials, nor even touched
%gon many, that are most frequently met with, in a morning walk.

0se who would pursue the study must seek their information ix
two large volumes, written by Dr. Torrey, which form the Botanical
part of the Natural History of New York. s
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g IIl. ZOOLOGY.
Class I. Mammalia.

. By mammalia are meant, all those anjmals having warm blood, a
double heart, that is, one with two auricles and two ventricles, and
ringing forth their young alive and suckling them. Being, with a
ew exc@ptions, four footed animals, they are frequently called quad-
rupeds. Naturalists have divided these into a number of distinct
orders, of which only five are found in this state.
These are 1st, Marsupigta, or pouched animals. One species,
only, helonging to this order, is found in the state, viz. the opossump.
2d, Carnivora,or flesh eaters. Ci these we have five species of
bats; the mole and shrew mole; six species of shrews; the black
bear; the raccoon ; wolverine; skunk ; fisher; weasel, or black cat,
called also Pennant’s martin ; the pine martin, or American sable ;
the small and the brown weasel ; the New York ermine, or ermine
weasel ; the mink, or minx otter; the common otter; the dog, about
thirty varieties, five of which are native; the common wolf, two va-
rieties, the grey, and the black ; the panther; the northern, or Cana-
da lynx ; the wild cat, or bay lynx ; the seal ; the hooded seal ; and
perhaps, the walrus.
3d, Rodentia, or gnawers. Among these are the grey fox;
the red, striped, and flying squirrei; the woodchuck, 8r Maryland
marmot ; the deer mouse, or Labrador rat; the beaver; the mus-
quash, or muskrat; the porcupine; the Norway,or brown rat; two
species of black rat; the common mouse; the jumping mouse ; six
.;:-gcies of meadow mice ; the grey rabbit ; and the northern, or prairie
are.
4th, Uwngulata: animals whose toes are covered with a horny
case, or hoof. Of these, we have the hog ; the hurse ; the ass ; the ox;
the goat, the sheep; the American or fallow deer; the moose ; the
stag, and the reindeer.
oth, Cetacea, or the whale tribe. The only species of this or-
des, known to exist in the waters of the state, are, the right whale;
the sperm whale; the beaked whale, or rorqual; the broad nosed
whale ; the social whale, or black whale-fish, called also the howling
whale, and bottle head; the common porpoise; the grampus, or
thrasher, also called the blackfish whale ; and the gea porpoise.
Fossil Mammaliu. Of these, but three species, it is believed, have
been found, viz, 1st the fossil elephant, of which but a single tooth
" has been discovered.
2d, The American elephant, of which several teeth have been
found in Monrae county.
3d, The mastodon, frequently, but improperly, called mammoth.
Remains of this animal, and indeed skeletons nearly entire-have been
discovered in some 15 or 20 localities in the state, in Orange, Ulster,
- Monroe, Suffolk, Livingston, Chautauque, Albany, Cattaraugus, Gen-
esee, and Niagara counties,
' Class II. Aves—Birds.

Six orders of birds are found in the state, viz. 1st, Accipitres, birds
of prey, including eagles, hawks, vultures, and owls.
2d, Passeres, birds of passage. These Include most of those
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birds with which we are familiar, and whose depagturc for 2 more
southern clime in autumn, renders winter more cheerless, as théir
return in spring, makes the approaching summer more )oyous and
delightful.
, Galline, the cock trilfe, including not only our domesucated

fowls, but the wild turkey, grouse, prairie hen, &ec.

4th, Gralle, waders, '5 his includes all those long le: ed blrdi‘
which obtain their subsistence on the borders of streams ; the plover,
crane, heron, poke, &c.

5th, Lobipedes, lobefooted birds ; the coot, dipper, &c.

6th, Natatores, swimmers. Thls includes loons, gulls, gannets,
wild ducks and geese, &c.

The following catalogue embraces all the birds, of these different
orders, known to exist in the state.
Famlly . dlcedlnidae. Spotted Canada Warbler,

King fisher trive.

Belted king fisher. B "
Famlly 6. Trochilide.

STATE OF NEW YORK.

Order 1. AcciPITRES.
[Birds of prey,}

ny
Blnckbu ranlan “

Famil “Vuttur Humming bird tribe Bay breasted .“ .
Vr’unum tribe. de. l}ed throated hummlﬁ‘.lrd Blnck poll “
iy 5 > Faitcon Bioe, yellow backed *
n ,
'alcon tribe. ‘White breutod nuthatch, Black throated, blue, *
Golden eagle. Red bellied w“ Summer yellow blni
Brown or bald eagle, Brown creeper, Black throated green ‘‘
American fishdhawk, Varlod cmpmg ‘Warbler, Pine oy
buzzard, ‘Wrel Cheltnut sided "
Red tal " ood Hemlock “
Red shouldered !¢ Mncklns " Cape May "
Broad winged Ma n " Kentucky, “
smllow tlll.d ka. ‘Winte ‘ H .
Duck Short hlllod o Green, black capped *
Pigeon o Family 7. Par Blue rey gnat-catcher, *
American sparrow |\ “ ‘Tomtit trlbe ly 1-3 Muscicapide.
Blate colored Crested m, w n.
A rl h k,“ gllull‘l ‘ gl‘;ln:ll;'m ted fi;
me! c-.n aw] roiina reen creg
Marsh harrior, Family 8. Sylviade £ v
ml Blue blnl tribe.

Gnlt homed owl.

Blue bird.
l-l wl “ anll{ 8. Merulide Great creste:
Litue screech ‘Thrush tribe. Famil u Vireonida.
Great grey, “ Common mocking bird, reenlet tribe.
m% eared " g:g v wn thrush, g:llow throated greenlet,
Barred ., . American Robin, Whmyed “
Acadian “ o* thrush Wi mu .
American barn ermit w! o aye “
- “’v'““ "':ked " Yellow breas Imt..“
Order I Passzars. Family lo. Stotacttida,  FomUY M Lani
[Birds of passage.] Amerioan itk tribe. Nonmm butcherblnl.
h .

Family 1. Caprimulgide. %‘;:“"Hﬂwz"?' thrush, oy
wm‘%'mopmmm tribe. zGoldon ¢crowned wagtail. Blumjy, ‘
N Family 11. Syluluuda. Magple,

ﬂnll : H Warblers. Common crow,

w tribe. Yellol; throat, Warbl l-‘l-h cm
er -
cE’Fmg" m:low. w:’ﬂlf".‘un, W Family ::.l Quiscalide.
s
g’.‘m:’ bellled swallow, Blue wut':ged, - Common crow blaskbird,
“ g:nden “ i‘lu w lark,
pelide. Nashville “ Golden oriole,
FIIII“I.I n?::;ﬂi’:". ringe crowned, Qrenard T
Dirgnied waxwing,  RoTwoll «  Cow bunting,

Golden crested kinglet,
wned

catcher, .
Yellow bellled fly catcher,
Wood

pewee,
hebe bird,
Ollve sided klngblrd,




Boblink,or Ricebird.
Family l7.l Fﬂmm
nches
Rose Srensiad ros
08e breas
Snowbird, - bea,
an oolored sparrow,

SBa y winged, *

or gnsublm.

s oafte Mpoated '
White cmwned "

Black throated bumlng.
Yel}g'v!v winged

Fir
:m ingbird,
'Jl‘regp niu‘:mu‘ly,

Blue llrl‘rorl “

luall head,

Swamp Finch,
Yellowbird o
American gold finch,

Pine finch,
Leuer redpole,

ctenedpu le finch,
I Grosbeak,”

Ground robin,
Indigo bml.

R
Black winged red bllll.
Lnglnnd snow

Horned lark,
Pine bull finch,
American rroublll.
hi nged *

Plﬂda,
{Borers.)

‘Woodpecker tribe.
Crested woodpecket
Red headed

Yellow billed "

Arctic “
Randed “
Goll_tlllen win “
or Hig
Family 19. Cuculide.
Ci ibe.
Yella\v blllad cuokoo.
Famlly n. Columbdide
Pigeon tribe.
Wwild Pigen:

Carollna tunla dove.

Order 1L GaLLINZ.
‘l‘amﬂ 1. Phasianidea.

easant tribe.
wild Tuﬂu
Introd: a&d domestt-

Peacock,
Guinea fowl.

. Common
ramllﬁ Tarmldc.
se tribe,
American quall,
Colayv\on partridge,
éd grouse,
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Pi it
or';-,l‘:a?ltnl en, prair} m,,&‘:,"‘,i’.’ 7. Phalaropodide.

Spruce grouu

Order IV. GRraLLz.
[Waders }

c'mum.s.

IA’merlca.n rlng plover.
W lson's
Kill deer
::;!lden .
Yoo
American uymar ratcher.
Fam| l y X .g ruide.

Am .'lean crane
Grealhlue hemn.
GN!II.

Family 1.
P

Smlllhmel‘n.

ﬁl km ed night he)
ack crowned nf ron
Yellow i

3lélg;perhman lobefoot, or
Wllson (] l-lolopoda

Order V. Lonrlnl:l.
|Lobe l‘oo'.ed binds }

Family 1 “Podiciplde
Coot or Dlpper?ﬁbe.
H:rl'enlgd ¢rebe |l)l' dipper,
Crested " grebe ppery

Red necked **
Dlpper or pled dobehlck.

Order VI. NaTaTORES.
Ivalmmerl J

Family l. Aleida.
Puffi

uffin tribe.
Black Gulllemot,
Foolish

Bea Dove,
Arctic Puﬂln,
Razor bill

Famﬂ{oo CMc\Mda.

Great loon or diver,

7 8 7
tork tribe.
‘White nm,
Glossy *
Iy 4. Scolopacide,
Curlew mbe.
.I'.ong billed ourlew.

Small Esquimaux *
Iéong lpeﬂglgod uml}vlper.

lew

Black breasted

chinz’s
Pectoral .
Red breasted  **
‘Wiison’s “
Sanderling,
Spotted sand lark,
Grer
Yellow leg,

Solitary er

or Jack lnlpe.

aried Tatler,
xmﬂt or ntone curlew,
Ring tatled mrun,

Dowitche@

Red brenswl snipe,

Common American :nlpe,

Salt water mndnw hen,
in‘dn\'ihh n

ud hen,
New York rail,

Sora
l-'lorldn Gallinule,

Hooded
Famlly 0. mrvmmid&mnvm back duck,
Red head

tribe.
Llwy
American Avoset.

Family !hrrnallarldm
] -hurwller. or

JEEeT
Wilson’s Petrel, or
Mother Carey's chicken,
Fork tailed Petrel.
Fami

8il
Wln(el' 11,
Great hlgc“k Mkd gull.
Common Ame!
Eonsparie “
Fork tafled -
2 ree toed “ or

Kllllwnke.
Arctic h.wkqu y
Pomm“ (A Ammda.

o Kk tribes.

Goose and Du
BR:III' breasted lhelldnko.

ed "
Broad biil "
Creek “
Bastard
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Pled duck, 3¢ Broad billed coot, or Black duck, .
Ruddy “ Butter bill, American widgeon, or
Old wife .« hite winged coot, Bald 3
Buffie headed *° uck, uropean widgeon,
‘Whistler, Blue winged teal, Wild goosc,
Harlequin “ Green * “ ‘White fronted goose,
Eider o Pintailed duck, Brant,
Km' - " Shoveller, or spoonbill, American swan.

duck or coot, Grey dutk, or Gadwall,

Class III. Reptiles.

There are but three orders of reptiles found in the state, viz.

1st, Chelonia. The turtle tribe Among the animals belonging
to this order are the green turtle, which, though a native of warm
climates, occasionally makes its appearance in the waters of New
York bay, and Long Island sound ; the Jeather turtle, a gigantic spe-
cies ; the soft shell turtle found in the Mohawk, and in the lakes;
the snapping turtle; the salt water terrapin, or mud turtle; the
smooth terrapin, which resembles the preceding in its appearance
and habits ; the painted tortoise ; the spotted tortoise or speckled tur-’
tle; the ‘wood or freshe water terrapin; the red bellied terrapin;
Mubhlenburg’s tortoise ; the geoiraphlc, and the pseudo-geographic
tortoise, both distinguished by the geometric lines upon their shells;
the mud tortoise, found only in the southern counties; the musk tor-
toise, also called mud turtle, and mud terrapin; the common box, or
checkered, tortoise, also called box turtle ; and Blanding’s box tor-
toise.

2d, Sauria. The lizard tribe. There are but two species of this
tribe, known to exist in this state, viz. the blue-tailed skink or liz-
ard, called also the striped lizard, found in the southern counties;
and the brown swift, frequenting the woods, in every part of the state.

3d, Ophidia. The serpent tribe, Most of these are harmless,
only two species being venomous.

Of the harmless species, we have the common black snake, from
three to six feet long; the pilot black snake, or racer, found in the
Highlands and Fishkill mountains ; the chain snake, also called racer®;
the milk or chicken snake, also called house snake, checkered adder,
&c. ; the striped snake ; the ring snake, black and red, small ; thegrass
orgreen snake ; thé brown water snake, or water adder—this snake has

-its tail tipped with®horn, and is frequently regarded with dread, but
without cause; the striped water, green water, or water garter
snake ; the yellow bellied snake ; the small brown snake: the ribbon
snake ; the red snake, very small, and found under s®nes and logs;
the hog nosed snake, called also deaf adder, spreading adder, &c

The two venomous species are, the copper head, called also red ad-
der, dumb rattlesnake, red viper, &c. ; and the northern rattlesnake.
The popular belief that the latter add a new rattle every year is erro-
neous. Instances have bcen known where there were forty-four of
these fibule or rattles on the tail of a single snake, and that not of a
very large size. They are found abundantly, in the rocky and unset-
tled portions of the state. The dcer and the hog destroy them rap-
idly—the latter eating them.
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Class IV. Amphibia.

,Animals livin% both on the land, and in the water. 'There are but
four families of amphibia, in the state,

_1st, Ranide. 'The frog tribe. The following are all the species of
this family in the state: Tie common bul! frog; thelarge northern bull
frog, found in lakes George and Champlain, and their tributaries ; the
. yrui§ iwg, the kind most usunally eaten ; the marsh or pickerel frog,
used for bait, and called also, from its spots, tiger, and‘l)eopard frog ;
the shad frog, which makes its appearance in the early spring; the
wood frog, a very nimble animal; the hermit spadefoct, a singular
animal, between a frog and a toad; the common American toad, a
harmless and useful animal ; Pickering's hylodes, a very small toad ;
the pecper or cricket frog, called in Savannah, the Savannah cricket;
the northern, or common tree toad : and the squirrel tree toad.

2d, Salamandride. The .salamander tribe. These are usually,
though incorrectly, called lizards. Among them are the yellow bel-
lied salamander ; the violet colored, the red backed, the painted, the
salmon colored, the blotched, the long tailed, the granulated, the
striped back, the red, the scarlet, and the blue spotted salamander.

3d, Sirenide. The triton tribc. Of theie we have the tiger tri-
ton, with a tongue like a fish; the common spotted ; the dusky, and
the grey triton.

4th, Amphiumide. The proteus tribe. The banded proteus, or
great water lizard, a very singular animal, having the body of a liz-
ard, and the gills of a fish; and the Alleghany hell-bender, another
curious amphibious animal, very voracious, and from 12 to 24 inches
in length, are the only species of this family in New York.

Class V. [Fishes.

The fishes, belonging to the state, are very numerous.

Fishes are divided into two sub-classes, poNY and CARTILAGIN-
ous. The first sub-class has six orders, viz.

18*, Pectinibranchi, having gills arranged regularly, like the
teew. of a2 comb. This order embraces many of our common fish,
both in fresh and salt water. Those best known are the perch, bass,
bullhead, sheepshead, porgee, pilot fish, mullet, black fish or tau-
taug, cunner, sucker, mackerel, &c. &c. In all the fishes belonging
to this order the rays of the fin are bony. The same arrangement of
the gills occurs in the three succeeding orders.

2d, JAbdominal, those having belly fins and ventral's. This order
includes the shad, herring, salmon, trout, catfish, pipe fish, dace,
shiner, carp, pfike, pickerel, minnow, &c.

This, and the four succeeding orders, have soft rayed fins.

.3d, Jugular, having shoulder fins, and ventrals attached to the
bones of the shoulder. It includes the cod, haddock, hake, halibut,
flatfish, flounder, turbot, sole, lumpfish, &c.

4th, Jpodal, without fins, his order includes the eel and
conger, )

5§h, Lophobranchi, those Waving tufted gills. This order is
small, comprising two species of pipe fish and the Hudson river
sea horse.

Gthi, Plectognathi, those having the gills concealed under the
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skin. The balloon fish, puffer, and globe fish arc examples of this

order.

Sub-class II. CARTILAGINOUS FisHES.

three orders, viz.

1st. Eleutheropomi, those having free gills.

resented in the state only by%the sturgeon.

2d, Plagiostoma, those havin,
the shark and ray tribes.
ad, Cf/clostomt, those having

neck tor respiration.
lamper eel.
FossiL F1sHES.

These a:e divided irto

This order is rep-

g the gills attached. This uu:llradrl~

circular openings on each side of the
This includes the lamprey, frequently called

Twenty-five species of these have been enume-

rated by the Messrs. Redfield. A number of them are extinct species.
The following catalogue contains the names of all the fishes as yet
discovered in the waters of this state :

Sub-class I.

Order 1. PecTint Four spined stickleback
BRANCHLI. P pined »

y- 1. r?crcl}lc.

Amerlcan yellow parcl,

Rough headed ' “
8harp nosed * .
Blender L “
8tri, sea bass,

ll’ “
Little white ¢
Small Iael "

‘White “

Black Huron or black bass,
Champlain pickering,
Yellow pike perch,

Gre
Teuel:v.e darter,

gb:“ o po rlll h
oinmon L)
Blacl eur:dm '

S“l.‘ex"“" n
ess perch,
fnﬂmedr ranosconey
Northern Barracuta,
Cirrous Lepisoma. *
Family 2. Triglide.
Gurnard family.
Rlcg fingered .urﬂard.

Banded o
Bpinous “

Bea swallo!
common bunhoad,

zen
Smooth browed **
Gr -enland o

orthern sebastes,
Little star gazer,
Amerlcan Aupldo hore,

%evoo s#)lne:{ nlckleback.

amlly 3. S'clmﬂlc.
In Sheep:head family.

W ei sh,
Lake sheepshead,
%ﬂve;y Corvina,

Sharpfinned *
Black sheepshead,
King fish,
Big drum,
Banded orvina,
kled redmout ),
enow finned **
Squirrel fish,

Bmt ed nmpoma,

Black triple all.
l‘aml y 4. Sparide.

gzsee family.
Shaaves
mmm£¥u
iithead,
Blg )];orgee, or
‘Pamny 5. Chetodontide. Sea

Banded Ephippus, or
Thtoe tatiod pOrgee,

Moon fish,

Razor fish.
ily 6. Scombride.
Mauckerel tribe.

Spring Mackengl,
F‘a‘n F Mackerel

Spanish  *
Common tunny,
triped bon .
Spotted cyblum
suvery nhlr ull, or

Northern crab-eater,
Carolina lichia,
Silvery trachinete,
Spinous ‘‘ or
Spinous dory,

Black pilot,
Southern caranx,
Ycllow

BonYy Fishes.

Spotted c:

Hair ﬂnned blephlrl:. or

Hair finned dory,

Rostrate argyreiose or
Dola'.

Hajr tinned "
Blunt nosed shiner, or
Bristly dory,

Banded seriole,

Blue fish,
Botun heuded dolphln.
Bpotted
Lang finned huven fish,
finned
l-‘nmlly 7. Tewthids.
BSurgeon.

Family 8. Atherinide.
Dotted stiverside,
slex}x_der‘ N e

Ml¥"¢‘t fdmil
Sm’nd mullet,
White
Rock “

Spotted  *
Famlily 10. Godide.
Goby family,

Radjated shanny,

SIx bnndem chasmodes,
ican butter fish,
Thlck u&)pt.d cel pout,

Ses
Varlegned goby.
Fam| Lophide.
az fish fafl"npﬂy.
American angler,
mbboul mouse fish,

ooth
shon nosed malthea,
Do tted

Co mmon toad fish,
‘Two spined toad dlh
Family 12. Labridas.
;common bergall, or
Cunncr,

do.
ll\cw York lauuug,
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Urder 11, Asbominar. Spotted plpe fish, nus flat fish,
{Soft rayed fishes. ] Famlily Batmonide. '{od
— e a.:lmmx Family, gblou lemder.
«  Famfly 1. dee.  Brool rout, hed *
Calfish fa ) Regebe!lied nomd Turbot,
Ocdanic catish, Lal New York sole.
. Milbert's arfus, Mackinaw 8almon, l-‘-.mlw 8. Cyclopterides.
reat lake camh, Common sea ** o Lump fish.
Common Americag smelt, Faml"ld 4. lchlncu‘
Horn pout White ed re
» Brown c..llﬂuh. Argentine, Indian
ack c white fish, Common o
ramuév.g. cwrin ide. g‘mmon shad nlmon, —_
0
0] mily 8. Clupide. Order lv. AroDat.
g Gaa " cnrp. Herring family.
v.mc ted Bre; Common herring, Family 1. Amandd.
New York (‘hubsuclldr. 8triped .
E"" ﬁnt o Ef&?. ,, goemn‘nronk eol.
ong finne o « .
Gibhous . Batin strij ed mm
ound backed =~ * lue §
Common sucker, i l- Bullheml "
Oneida o Amerfean sh American conger,
Horncd . American Alewll‘e. New York ophidlnm,
Pale “ Mossbonker, American m llu.n
Mullet o glutu‘:nnnl Herring, Eanded
Black . en
" Spotted sh:
Koo mculed er, Bpotted R erring, v Order V. Lobaosnaxcat.
Black n dace, }‘u;et moon-eye, —
Spawn cater, 4l Family 1. Syngn.
nre.?iﬂn. Saul Bnndedy pipe fish, achide.
Roach dace, Wellern Mudfish. Green i e
Shining o Fam B«’;n; poaurid@.  Hudson river sea horse.
il
Buffalo bony plke, —
nded “ Flat nosed ™ B Order VI !’l.:c'roam'rm.
1z "
Ray s lner. Order 1L Juouul.
Corporual — Balloon * h (amlly.
Shc('pshswd ‘leblas, Tamily 1. Gadide. Bpol-llrlped bnnoon fish,
8tri ped lllﬂlh. Cod family. lnnupou
Ba " ﬁmerlcan 00!], ‘Warl ry “ ':
ower “ .
‘l‘mm(rmenl minnow, “ Common puffer,
Had Curved — **
Champlain ’ Amerl n ha eated
Family 3. Esocide. Phin Small globe fish,
Pickerel family. Spotted ho! h,
Muskellunge, Compre: d Fanily 2. Balistide,
(‘ommon plckerel. New York Pollack, File fish family.
Varied Orange file fish,
Federation pike, (‘onl ﬂll\, Long fin “ow
Banded Garfish, Cusk, Massachusetts *‘ ‘¢
Bill tish, American Codling, 'l‘h oo
New  York ﬂylng ﬂsh. Spotte Nled unlqom fish,
iln le be: Famlly 2. Planide.
Double wed L w ifish family. hmll s. O-trmud.
Fn.mﬂy 4. Fistularide. Halibut, Dro
Pipe fish mmuy New York flatfish, Yale's mmi fish.
American pipe fish. Plgmy .“
Sub-class II. Cartilaginous Fishes.
I. EtzurnEroroma.Mackerel porbeagle, Broad stii y
T iy i L 1 s
. mer! ou! sh, "
oot Bk S o
n 3 3
!hon noud !?rle 8 Sea devil.
Hammer head sha!

Order. II.  PLAGIOSTOMA. § American angel

Family 1. Squalida.
- Famnily.
Threshing shark,
Small blue |,
‘Ground "

3#

Common saw fish.

Famlily 9. Raiade.
Ray

familly.
Clear nosed ray,
Bpotted nt.l.ng “

ﬂliu or

Order III. CycLosTOMS.

Family Petronyzides.
Amerjican sea y
Blulsh &

Small lam
e S Limprer
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Class VII. Crustacea. .

The class Crustacea embraces those animals havinga covering of
dense calcareous substance, adapted to their form, which they usu«
ally shed every year, and which is replaced by an exudation from
the surface of the animal’s bogdy. Ten orders of this class of animals
are supposed to exist in the state, though the existence of two of the
ten is not determined with certainty. -

Order 1st, Decapoda, those having ten fect, is the most numerous
and best known. 1t embraces thc various species of crab, lobster,
fresh-water lobster, and most of the® prawns or shrimps. There are
in all twenty-seven species of this order.

Order 2d, Stomapoda, those having the feet converging towards
the jaws, is less numerous, containing but three species. It embra-
ces the opossum shrimp and the squill.

Order 3d, Amphipoda, those having fcet connected with both divis
sions of the body, comprising the sand ftea, beach flea, and fresh-wa-~
ter shrimp. It has but four species.

Order 4th, Lemipoda, has but two species, the whale louse and
the sea measuring worm.

Order 5th, Isopoda, ie considerably numerous, containing four-
teen species. Seven of these are parasitic animals which obtain a
subsistence by attachment to other animals. Among them are the
salt and fresh-water barnacle ; two species of sow buyg; the pill bug;
and a genus rksembling the trilobite.

Order 6th, Pecilopoda, contains five species, and cmbraces the
horsefoot, or king crab, so abundant on the sca coast; and parasites
peculiar to the shark, the rock bass, and the alewife.

Orders 7th and 8th, Phyllopoda and Lophyropa, are not certainly
known to existin the state.

Orders 9th and 10th, Branchiopoda and Ostrapoda, have but one
species each, and those not known, except to the zoologist.

Class VIII. Mollusca.

Mollusca is the name given to the class of animals whose bodies
;rt;, encased in shells. Many of these are known by the name of shelt
sh,
. There are six ogders, embracing a large number of genera and spe»
ties, in the state. |

The Lst order is Cephalopoda, thosc having the head surrounded
by feet. The cuttle fish, or squid,and the syphon formed spirula, be-
long to this order. ®

he 2d order is Pteropoda, having fins on each sidé of she mouth,
nnl? {Nithout feet. To this order belongs the clio, the food of the
Whale. .

The 3d order is Gasteropoda, having the feet under the body.
‘The mollusca, belonging to this order, are very numerous in the state,
und are arranged into eight sections or subdivisions, according to the
structure of their gills or breathing apparatus.

It comprises, in addition to many species known only to the natu- -
ralist, the family of slugs or snails, the animals inhabiting the turbi»
nated shells, and those which yield the famous Tyrian purple dye.

The 4th order, JAcephala, those having no distinct head, is divided
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imo three sections, and comprises by far the greater number of shell
fish with which we are familiar.

.+ In the 2d sétion, Lamellibranchia, those having leaf-like gills, of
a semicirgular form, we find the oyster, scallop, bloody clam, mussel,
and the fresh-water clam and mussel,

In the third section, Conchifera, those having single and distinct
shells, we find the quahog, or common round clam, and the long clam.

The 5th and 6th orders, Cirrhopoda, those having filamentoua or
thread-like feet, and Furicata, those covered with a leathery or
membranous tunic instead of a,shell, contain no species of general
interest.

Theresecarches of the state geologists have brought to light numer-
ous genera and species of fossil mollusca, imbedded in the lime and
sand stones of the state. The most remarkable and common of these
are the various species of trilobite, the encrinite, the pentamerus, &c.

Cluss IX. Insects.

No full account of the insects of this state has yet appeared. The
naturalists of the adjacent states, of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania,
have described most of those, which are inhabitants of the state—and
Lelying upon their desgriptions, we shall raention some of those best

nown.

The order Colenptera, heetles, is very numerous. In Pennsylva-
nia more than 1500 species have been discovered. The boring bee-
tle, hammering beetle, tumble bug, ground beetie, horn bug,
goldsmith beetle, and some others of brilliant colors, are the most
common.

The order Orthoptera,includes the cockroaches, crickets and grass-
hoppers, of which there are many species. The katydid, so well
known by the peculiar sound produced by its wing covers, belongs to
the latter fnmiiy.

The order Homoptera comprises the locusts; one species of these
is remarkable for remaining seventeen years in the grub state.

The order Hemiptera, bugs, comprises many of those insects inju-
rious to vegetation, particularly the May bug, the lady bug, the apple

* tree blight, &c.

The order Lepigoptera, butterflies, are very numerous, probably
numbering not less than 1000 species. Among those that fly dur-
ing the day, those best known are, the small yelléw winged butterfly,
and the large yellow and black butter-fly. The variety, and beauty of
their colors, attract universal attention. Some of the nocturnal spe-
cics are very large. .

The order-Arachnide, spiders, though now usually considered as
aseparate class, may come in here with propriety. There are proba-
.bly between one and two hundred species of these in the state. Some
of them are very large, and posseased of great beauty. The long legs,
the clawed spider, the tick, mite, louse, &c,also belong to this order.

The worms of the state, and its animalcules, have not yet been
made subjects of general investigation.
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.
DUTCH COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION.

DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT.

Tur bay of New York was first discovered in 1524, by Jean
de Verrazano, a Florentine in the service of Krance. It does
not appear, however, that Francis I. the monarch under whom
this discovery was made, cver took advantage of'it, or laid claim
to the territory a,djacen.t, in consequence of Verrazane’s cxplor-
ation. %

On the 4th of Sept. 1609, Henry Hudson, an Englishman, in
the service of the Statcs General of Holland, again discovered
it, and ascerfded the river, which now bears his name, to a point
a little below the present city of' Albany. His ship, or yacht,
was of about cighty tons burthen, and was called the Half Moon.

Landing in Fngland on his return, he despatched an account
of his adventures to the Dutch East India Compuny, with the
request, that they would furnish himr with the means of making
another voyage. The English Government, however, deter-
mining to secure his services, forbade his sailing again in the
service of Holland.

Shortly after, he rcceived the command of a ship, with direc-
tions to explore the Northern coast of America, in the hope of
finding a North West passage. Having disesvcred and cntered
the bay which now bears his name, his crew mutinied, and put-
ting him'with some of his men into a small boat, abandoned them
to their fate. Whether they perished by the waves, by hunger,
or by the inclemency of the climate, is unknown.

The country thus discovercd by Hudson, was3nhabited by
numerous roving tribcs of Indians, of whom the Maquaas or
Mohawks were the most formidable and warlike. The Man-
hattans, who inhabited the island on which New York is situa-
ted, were also a fierce and warlike nation. Between thirty and
forty of these tribes occupicd Long Island and the country wa-
tered by the Hudson and Declaware rivers and their branches.

In 1610, a ship was sent by some merchants in Amsterdam, to
trade with the Indians of Hudson river, for furs, &c. Other
voyages were made during the succeeding years. In 1613,%ane
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or two small truding forts were erected on the river ; and four
houses were bailt on Manhattan 1sland, under the supermtend-
ence of Hendrick Corstiaensen, who visited with his trading
hoats every creek, inlet and bay in the vicinity, for the purpose
of securing for his employers, the furs and produce of the
country.

° On the29th of March, 1614, the Statcs General of the United
Netherlands passed an ordmancc granting to all original discov-
erers of lands in North Am(-nc't, the exclusive pnvxlege of
making four voyages to such lands as they had discovered, for
the purposecs of trade. Under this ordinance, five ships were
despatched, by a company of merchants, the same year. The
command of these vesse =\ as givinto Adriaen Blok, Hendrick
Corstiacnsen and Cornelis Jacobsen Mey. They explored ex-
tensively the coast near New York.

Blok discovered and named Block Island, south of Rhode
Island, and also the East nver, to which he gave the name of
}I(,llegd.t from the Hgllegat river in East Flanders.

Captain Mey proceeding southward, discovered and named
Capes May and Henlopen, or Hiudlopen. On the return of these
ships, a Capt. Hendrickson was left on the coast, to prosecute
discoveries.

The tract of country extending from the Connecticut to the
* Declaware river, received the name of New Netherlands ; and

the exclusive right to trade there for three years from that date,

Oct. 11, 1614, was granted to the discoverers by the States

Gencral.

The discoverers, upon the passage of this grant, formed
themselves into a company, called the United New Netherlands
«Company. This company erected, the same year, a fort and a
trading house at an island, near the head of navization on the

Hudson, just below the present city of Albany, and garrisoned

it with ten or twelve men. Another fort was erected at the

southern point of Manhattan Island ; and menr were despatched
in every direction among the Indian tribes, to induce them to

trade with the company. N

In 1618, a’dood in the North river, or Mauritius, as it was
called, injured the company’s fort at Castle Island, near Albany,
so much that it was deemed best to remove it to another posi-
tion. Accordingly, a site was chosen on the Normanskill, or
creek, a few miles below. Here they made a treaty with the

Five Nations. The charter granted to the New Netherlands
- Company, by the States General, having expired this year,

(1618,) they petitioned for its renewal, but in vain. Private _

traders, principally the former partners of that company, con-

tinued, however, to visit the country for the purposes of trafic.
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At this period thd attention of the Puritans, who afterwards
settled at Plymouth, was attracted to this fertije und beautiful
country. Having in vain applied to England, for grants of ter-
ritory in the New World, they intimated, in the beginning of the
year 1620, to the promingnt individuals concerned in the trade
to the New Netherlands, their desire to emigrate thither. This
intimation was readily and willingly reccived by thesec traders,
and a petition presented by them to the States General, for
their approval of the project. War cxisting, however, between
the States Gencral and Spain, that body thought best, not to
approve this proposition. -

In June, 1621, was passed the charter of the Dutch West
India Company, an arined Mercantile Association, which was
designed to extend the fame and pogver of the Netherlands ; and
to render them formidable upon the scas to Spain, their old and
sanguinary cnemy. This charter, though not particularly
favorable to freedom, was as liberal in its provisions, as that of
any other commerciab association of thag period.

The West India Company having *8een fully organized,
sent out a ship called the New Netherlands, on the 20th of
June, 1623, to their newly acquired possessions, undcr the
direction of Capt. Mey already noticed, and Adriaen Joriszen
Tienpont. The former of these, proceeded immediately to the
Delaware, then called the South, or Prince Hendrick’s river,
and there established a fort, ncar the present town of Glouces-
ter, which he named fort Nassau. The same year a fortified
post, called Fort Orange, was crected within the limits of the
present city of Albany, a fcw miles above that erected in 1618,
on the Normanskill.

DIRECTOR MINUIT’S ADMINISTRATION.

In 1624, Peter Minuit, of Wesel, in Westphalia, having beén
appointed director of New Netherlands, argived in the country,
bringing with him scveral families of Walloons, inhabitants of
the trontier between Belgium and France.

These settled on a bay of Long Island, near Manhattan Isl-
and, called from them Waklcboeht, or the bay of the foreigners,
a name since corrupted into Wallabout. Here*Sarah de Ra-
pelje, the first child of Europcan parentage, whose birth occur-
red in the colony, was bornin June, 1625. .

The government of this newly established colony was vested
in the director, and a council of five, who possessed suprcme
executive, legislative and judicial authority in the colony. *
The only other important officer of the government was the
Schout Fiscal, who filled both the offices ot Sheriff and Attor-
ney General. Under the superintendence of these authorities,
the trade of the coleny prospered.
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Iu 1626, Staten Island was purchased of thc Indians; and in
the same year. the island of Manhattan was bought for the
surmn of twenty-four dollars. The fort, upon this latter island,
received the title of Fort Amsterdam, and the colony that of
New Amsterdam.

An affray occurred between some of Minuit’s farm servante

- gnd an Indian, in which the latter was kiled. No attempts
were made to punish the murderers; and this outrage after-
wards led to serious consequenzes. The exports of the colony
this year amounted to about $19,000.

In the ensuing year, 1627, amicable correspondence was
opened between the Dutch authorities at New Amsterdam,
and the Pilgrim settlers at Plymouth. In this correspondence
the English authority was set up by the Plymouth coloniste
vla)ver lthc, region watered by the Connecticut, and denied by the

utch.

- Up to the year 1629, no colonies, properly so called, can be
said to have been esfablished in the Nesv Netherlands. The
settlements were simPly trading establishments, in which the
traflic in furs was the principal employment ; and the soil was
hardly cultivated in sufficient quantitics to supply the wants of
the traders.

Iu Sept. 1628, Admiral Heyn, who had charge of the West

. India Company’s flect, captured the Spanish Plate ships, con-
taining gold, silver, &c. to the valuc of five millions of dollars.
'The directors of the company, clated by such unexpgcted good
fortune, were disposed to yicld to any measure apparently cal-
culated to incrcuse their wealth; and at the meeting of the
company’s council (commonly known as the XIX)) on the 7th
of June, 1626, » measurc was adopted, the effects of which are
syat felt in the state.

This measure was, the passage of a grant to certain individ-
uals, of extensive “seignories, or tracts of land, with feudal
rights, giving them power over the lives and‘persons of their
subjcets.  Certain restrictions and limitations were made in
this grant, which was called ‘* The Freedoms and Exceptions,
granted by the Assembly of the X1IX, of the Priviliged West
India Company, to all such as shall plant any colonies in New
Netherlands.”

Under this grant Samucl Gedyn and Samuel Bloemmaert pur-
chased, soon after, a tract of land, thirty-two miles long, and two
miles wide, on the south-west side of Delaware Bay; and on

* the 18th of April, 1630, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, a pearl mer-
"chant of Amsterdam, secured a tract on the west side of the
Northriver, cmbracing the site of the present city of Albany.

By subsequent purchase, in this year and in 1637, Mr. Van
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Rensselaer became proprietor of a tract of land, twenty-four
miles long, and forty-eight broad, now composing the counties
of Albany, Rensselaer, and part of the.county of Columbia. *

In 1630, Godyn and Bloemmaert also secured a tfact, on the
opposite shore of the Delaware Bay, making a territory of sixfy-
four miles in circumfercnce. Another of the company’s direct-
ors, Michael Paauw, purchased Staten Island, Jerzey City and ~
Ahasimus, now called Harsimus, with the lands adjacent.

This colony was called Pdvonia: that on the Delaware,
Zwanendal, or the valley of swans, and Mr. Van Rensselaer’s,
Rensselaerwyck.

Active exertions were forthwith made to colonize these vast
estates. Colonies were zent to Reneselaerwyck and Zwanen-
dal; and fortifications erected. Asxious, however, to partici-
pate in the very profitable trade in furs and peltries, the Pa-
troons, in thie opinion of the other directors, soon transcended the
limits prescribed, in the bill of Freedoms and Exceptions.
Hence difficulties argse between the Lo parties, which mate-
rially embarrassed the prosperity of the infant colonies. Minuit
the director, was rccalled, partly probably from the machina-
tions of Wouter Van Twiller, who, in the capacity of agent of
the company, had visited the colony two years before, (1632.)

On his way home in March, 1632, Director Minuit wae forced,
by stress of weather, to put into the port of Plymouth, England..
The vessel was immediately seized, on her arrival, on a charge
of having traded and obtained her cargo in countries subject to
Her Brittanic Majesty. Considerable diplomatic correspondence
ensued between the State officers of England and the Nether-
lands ; and finally, the object of the English government, (the
assertion of their title,) having becn attained, the vessel wan
rcleased.

During this period the dispute between the Patroons and the
colony continued. In thelatter part of the year, the Indians in
the neighborhoqd of the Delaware Bay, considering themselves
injured, came suddenly upon the colony of Zwanendal, and
butchered in cold blood all the ,colonists, thirty-four persons in
number. The next year, Captain de Vries, thas founder of the
colony, returned from Holland, and, finding himself unable to
punieh the treachery of the Indians, made a peace with them.

DIRECTOR VAN TWILLER’S ADMINISTRATION.

In April, 1633, Wouter Van Twiller, a relation of the Pa-
troon Van Rensselaer, having been appointed director of the
settlement, arrived at New Amsterdam. About this time aleg
Rev. Everardus Bogardus, the first minister, and Adam Roe-
landsen, the first schoolmaster, arrived in the colony. Van
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Twiller seems to have been ill calculated to govern the colony,
at.so stormy @period as this. Addicted to the use of intoxica-
ting liquors, he only resorted to heavier potations, when the
emergency called for sbber and vigorous action.

In the early part of his administratfon, the Dutch settlements,
on the Connecticut, were established. Iii 1614, Adrien Blok,
‘one of the most enterprjsing captains in the employ of the New
Netherlands Company, had digcovered this river, and named it
the Fresh Water River.

In 1622, Hans Encluys, one of the servants of the West India
Company, had set up the afns of the States General at Kievits
Hoeck, now Saybrook Point, thus formally taking possession of
the river. He had also purchased a tract of land, at that point,
for the company, from the®Indians. .

On the 8th of June, 1632, Jacob Van Curler, under the
direction of Van Twiller, purchased territory along the Con-
necticut river, embracing most of the site of the pre.ent city
of Hartford, and several of the adjacent towns, of Tattoe-
pan, chief of Sickenam (Little) River. On this territory he
erccted a fort or trading post, which he fortified with two
pieces of cannon. ¢ .

On the 16th of September following, a vessel commanded by
Capt. Wm. Holmes, and sent by the Plymouth Colony, who
had scttled about Massachusetts Bay, ascended the Connecti-
cut. On paseing the fort, Capt. Holmes was ordered to stop;
but being in stronger force than the Dutch, he persisted ; and
proceeded, (though not without repeated protests from the
Dutch authorities at New Amsterdam,) to erect, a little above,
the {frame of a house which he had brought round in his vessel.
\. During this and the succceding year, the contest between

The Patroons and the Company continued to the manifest disad-
vantage of both parties.

In 1635, the English at Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay,
gent several new colonics to the Connecticut river, one of which,
under the command of Governor Winthrop, landing at Say-
brook Point, tore down the apms of the States General, and
carved a buffdon’s face in its stead. They also refused to let
the utch livy. , on the tract they had purchased in 1632 ; and
erected on the very same tract, Saybrook fort.

At the present site of Springfield, Mass., Mr. Pynchon estab-
lished a trading house and a plantation: and the next year,

« 1636, Hooker and his followers located themselves in Hartford.

DIRCT(R KIEFI‘{B ADMIN:8TPATION.

In 1637, the mal-administration of Director Van _Twiller
havihg come to the cars of the company, William Kieft was
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appointed in his place. Director Kieftarrived in New Amster-
dam in March, 1638, and found the fort greatly dllapidated ; the
company’s property wretchedly managed, and every. thing be-
tokening the prevalence of disorder. Director Van Twiller,
however, had not suffered his own interests to be neglected ;
his farms were well Btocked, and his houses in good repair.

The new director began, with a strong hand, to reform abuses,’
and to improve his colony; but he wus a man of headstrong
temper, who would not brook control or advice, and possessed,
at the same time, a weak and ill balanced mind. Like his pre-
decessor, he was addicted to intemf#rate habits.

In 1638, Peter Minuit, the first Director of the New Nether-
lands, who had, after his dismission from that station, gone
to Sweden, arrived on the coast with a Swedish colony, and
settled upon the banks of the Delaware, within the limits of the
territory claimed by the Dutch.

Having erected a fort there, which he named Fort Christina,
after the Swedish queen, Kieft protested against his course, as
an invasion of his territory : but from the weakness of his own
colony, he was obliged to content himself with protesting.

In the lutter part of the year 1638, the restrictions which
hitherto had been placed, by the company, upon the trade to the
New Netherlands, were taken off, a1 d free traffic encouraged.
This measure guve a new impulse to trade and emigration;
new farms were taken up; and a number of gentlemen of
wealth and distinction removed to the colony.

Persecution, too, drove many, from New England and Virginia,
to scttle among the more tolerant Dutch, who, though firm in
their adherence to their own creed, did not deem it necessary
to persecute those who differed from them in religious tenets.

In the mean time the aggressive disposition of the Englisn
settlers still continued. They founded a colony at New Haven,
notwithstanding, Director Kieft’s protests; they occupied the
fertile valley of the Tungis (Farmington) river ; and even went
so far as to plough and sow the company’slands around the Fort
of Good Hope at Hartford, assgulting and severely wounding
some of the men in charge of that post, whor® they found at
work in the fields.

The commander of the fort, Gyshert Op Dyck, promptly rc-
monstrated against this unwarrantable procedure, but thc Eng-
lish justified themselves on the ground, that as the lands were
uricultivated, and the Duteh did nothing to improve them, *it
was a sin to let such fine lands liec waste.”

Not satisfied with these aggressions, the Plymouth company
proceeded to grant the whole of Long lsland, to the Earl of Stir-
ling ; and a settlement was soon afterwards effected, by *Lyo
Gardiner, at Gardiner’s Island. .
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The Dutch, meantime, were active in establishing settlements,
at the weslem%xtremity of the island. Landswere granted to
settlers in Brooklyn, then called Breuckelen; at Gowanus, and
at Gravenzande, now called Gravesend.

‘In May, 1640, a company of emigrants from Lynn, Mass.,
claiming authority under the Earl of Stirling’s patent, com-
menced a settlement ngar Cow Neck. The Director having
learned thie fact, despatched the Schout, or Sheriff, with a band
of soldiers, to investigate the matter ; and, if they had actually
commenccd a settlement, to take them prisoners. This was ac-
complished ; and after exardiiation, they were dismissed, on con-
dition, that they should leave the te: ritory of their High Mighti-
nesses, the S . tes Gene.: l.

In the autumn of the sanfe year they returned, and founded
the town of Southampton, L. I. Other settlers, from the same
quarter, snon after founded Southold. These settlements were
not disturbed by the Dutch. )

This year, a most sanguinary contest commenced, w1th the
Indians, which continued to disturb the colony for ﬁve years;
and had well nigh depopulated it. The causes of this war were
many. The Indians saw, with daily increasing envy and dis-
like, the heritage of their fathers occupied by strangers. The
settlers, often arrogant and selfish, deprived them of their real
or imagined rights.

In addition to this, Director Kieft, acting, as he alleged, under
instructions received from Holland, proceeded to lay a tax on
the Indian tribes for the support of the colony. This aroused
their indignation ; and unfortunately, about this time, arobbery,
committed by some of the servants of the colonists, was attrib-
’lted to the Indians. Kictt’s imprudent disposition led him to

d a body of soldiers, to execute summary vengeance upon
the supposed offenders. A number of them wcre inhumanly
butchered, and their crops destroyed.

This produced deep hostility of feeling, onthe part "of the
Indians ; and the following season, with the cunning character-
istic of t.heir race, they took measures for revenge. Unexpect-
cdly, they attatked Staten Island, and killed several planters.
Kml‘t sought satlsfactlon, by exciting a war between the Indian
tribe;

Early in 1642, he determined to avenge a murder, which had
been commltted by one of the Indians. He accordingly called
a council of twelve meun, from among the citizens of New Am-
sterdam, to aid him, in deciding upon the proper course to be
pursued.

T'his council advised patience and forbearance ; and then pro-
cceded to take up the abuses of his government, ‘and to ask for
reforms. Kieft soon dismissed them, forbade their meeting
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again, and disregarding their advice, sent a company of eoldiers
to attack the Indians. They were unsuccessfukin finding them,
and a hollow peace was concluded between the two parties.
This however did not long continue.

In 1643, one of the Haskensack tribe, having been robbed by
some of the Dutch, killed two of them in revenge. Kicft de-
manded the murderer, but the Indians refused to deliver hin
up. At this juncture the Mohawks, the most {ormidable tribe,
in the territory bordering on the Hudson and the Lakes, de-
scended the river for the purpose of levying tribute from the
weaker tribes, in the neighbogpod of New Amsterdam.

These, terror stricken, fled to the Dutch for protection, and
might have been won to sincere friendship, by kindness; but
having been received kindly for a féw days, they left the colony,
and scattered themselves among the adjacent tribes.

It was at this period that Kjeft, forgetiul of the dictates of
humanjty, suffered himself to" authorize a transaction which
stains, most foully, "his whole administration. At a drunken
revel on the 22d of February, 1643, a petition was presented to
him by some of the most blood thirsty of the inhabitants, re-
questing him to order the extermination of these Indians, thus
deprived of a shelter and a home. Kieft readily complied, and

wl(lien the season of debauchery was past, refused to recall his
order.

Two parties of soldiers were sent out at night to surprise
and destroy the unsuspecting red men. Onc hundred and
ten were killed, and thirty taken prisoners. Nor werc these
all warriors, who were thus butchered in their sleep. Women
and children were cut to pieces, by the swords of thesc ruthless
exterminators ; and neither age, nor sex werc spared.

The consequences, as might have been expected, were, thut
the farms and buildings of the Dutch were burned by the exas-
perated Indiars ; numbers of the settlers were killed ; and in a
few weeks Kieft was compelled to receive the inhabitants into
the fort, as the only place whichafforded protcction, against the
assaults of the savages. His.course aroused the prejudices of |
the people against him; and endeavoring to thiow the blame of
it upon others, he was threatened with assassination.

In the autumn of 1643, the savages united together to drive
the Dutch from New Amsterdam ; and almost daily, murders
were committed by them. Kieft was again compelled to submit
to the association of the representatives of the people, with him-
self in the government.

Having received a reinforcement, from the English settlersat
Westchester, in 1644, under the command of Capt. Underhill,
several expeditions were undertaken against their common
enemy, in which some eight hundred were slain. These.re-
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sults led the Ipdian tribes of Long Island, and the shore adja-

cept, (east of New Amsterdam,) to sue for peace ; but it was

not of long-continuance. In 1645, however, a treaty was con-
cluded, through the powerful intervention of the Mohawks, with

most of the Indian tribes. *

. _During this whole period, from 1640 to 1645, the English colo-

nists were constantly pursuing a course of aggression, upon the

territories claimed by the Dutch. Determined to harass the
commander of the fort at Hartford, till he should be compelled
to leave his post, they neglected no means of carrying into
effect their resolution. Th® also proceeded to establish settle-

ments, west of the Connecticut, wherever they could obtain a

foothold. .

On their southern frontier, too, the Swedes were depriving
them of their trade with the Indians, and securing the fairest
lands, watered by the Delawgpe and its tributaries, for their
farms, notwithstanding these had been pgeviously purchased of
the native proprietors, by the Dutch.

The * Colonie” of Rensselaerwyck, meanwhile, removed from
these troubles, and cultivating a friendly relation with the In-
dian tribes, was peaceful and prosperous. The Patroon com-
plained, indeed, thathis rents were not punctually paid; but the
number of his bouweries, or farms under cultivation, and the
amount of exports, showed conclusively, that its interests were,
on the whole, well managed.

Mindful of the religious improvement of his colonists, the Pa-
troon sent over in 1642, the Rev. Johannes Megapolensis, as
minister of the “ Colonie,” who labored among them efficiertly
and successfully for many years.

‘e, Mr. Van Rensselaer never resided in his colony ; but confided
its management to a Commissary General, or Superintendent ;
which oftice was filled by Arendt Van Curler or Corlaer, a
most worthy and excellent man; and after himt by Anthony de
Hooges. . -

The office of Schout Fiscal or Sheriff and Attorney General,
was also one of great importanee, and was filled by Jacob Albert-
sen Planck, and afterwards by Adriaen Van der Donck.

In 1643, a church was erected on what is now Church street,
néar Market street, or Broadway, Albany. !

In 1646, the venerable Patroon, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, died
at Amsterdam. His son Johannes succeeded him as Patroon.

In 1617, two whales ascended the Hudson, one of which

- grounded on an island at the rnouth of the Mohawk, causing
great consternation among the honest burghers.

The Assembly of the XIX. finding their colony at New Am-
ste decreasing in numbers and wealth, and verging towards
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destruction, under the mnsmanagement of Director Kieft, resolv-
ed to recall him; and in 1645 appointed in his® place Genegal
Peter Stu vesant formerly Director of the Island of-Curacoa.

GOVERNOR 3’!‘U¥VBSANT’8 ADMINISTRATION,

Peter Stuyvesant, the successor of Kieft, inthe government of
New Netherlands, had been Director of the Dutch settlement at
Curacoa and the adjacent 1slands and had acquired a high
reputation for military prowess. Havmg been wounded in the
siege of St. Martins, in 1644, he returned to Holland for surgical
aid. In 1645, his health having *een partially restored, the
West India Compa.ny appointed him Director of their colony ot
New Netherlands.

Changes, however, made at his siwzgestion, in the organization
of the colony, and the diffcrence of opinion which existed between
the different chambers of the ¢ ny, relative to the propriety
of these changes, prevented hifh from procecding immediately
to take charge of his‘post ; and it was not till the 27th of May,
1647, that he entered upon the duties of his officc. Meanwhile,
the colony continued under the misrule of Director Kieft.

Thoughepossessed of stern integrity and honesty of purpose,
yet the strict military education which he had received, had im-
pressed Governor Stuyvesant, with ideas of thc necessity of
rigid discipline, which soon involved him in contentions with the
citizens. These, having tasted in their own couniry, some of the
blessings of freedom, and witnessing, daily, the liberty enjoyed
by their English neighbors, were desirous of making trial of a
h{g'al form of government.

is first controversy was with the guardians of Johannes Van
Rensselaer, son of the first Patroon, Kiliaen Van Renssclacr, -
who had deceased in 1640, leaving his son Johannes, then &
minor, to the guardianship of Wouter Van Twiller, (the second
Director,) and qne Van Sleightenhorst. This controversy was
kept up,for a long period, and finally terminated, by a reference
to the States General.

‘While it was pending, in 1649 and 1650, the Gemeentc, or
Commonalty of New Netherlands, msugated by-Adriaen Van
der Donck,* already mentioned as the first Attorney General of
Rensseh),erwyck sent repcated remonstrances to the States
General, concerning the administration of Stuyvesant, and
earnestlv solicited his recall.

The States General, unwilling to act hastily, in a matter of so .
much importance, repeatedly appointed commitlees to investi-
gate the charges made against him ; and on the 27th of April,

* Van der Donck seemsto have heen a man of con-ldembl bil s
lng. but Mpom-od of d.h?.db:” m: imbmollu aplrltk 'e! hu'l: p evl:gu:ilyd u: I:.rhli‘n
ed same disturbance ensselaerwyc
m o o et r e otk y! e evidently possessed
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1652, passed an order for his recall. Just at this juncture, a
war with Engtand commenced, and the States General, esteem-
ing it highly important, that their interests in the New World
should be protected, by an officer of courage and ability, on the
16th of May, rescinded their resolutien of the 27th of April, and
Stuyvesant retained his station.

* In order to compensate, as far as possible, for thus slighting
the wishes of the people, the States General, in 1652, granted
to the city of New Amsterdim, a charter of incorporation,
making the city officers elective, and giving them jurisdiction,
except in capital cases.

During this period the Englieh, ‘.zainst whom Kieft had so
often protested, encroached still farther upon the bounds of the
Dutch. They established settlements upon the Housatonic
river, and at Greenwich, upon the main land ; and crossing over
to Long Island, organized cogny after colony, upon its fertile
1ands. - L4 .

In vain Stuyvesant remonstrated; in*vain he attempted to
remove their settlements by force, or compelled the inhabit-
ants to swear allegiance to Holland. For cvery remonstrance
they had a reply ; and against the employment of.force they
made threats, which the more flourishing state of their colonies,
he well knew, would enable them to fulfil. They seemed as
much offended at his resistance, as the Dutch were by their
aggressions ; and frequently, in their controversies, laid claim
to thc whole territory under the king’s patent, or on account of’
Cabot’s discovery.

‘Wearicd with these protracted disputes, Governor Stuyve-
sant repaired to Hartford, in September, 1650, where the com-
missioners of the colonies were in session, to adjust their diffi-

‘Sulties, by a personal interview. Unsuccessful in this, he left
the settlement in the hands of four deputies, two to be chosen
by each party ; and, secure in the justice of his cause, appointed
as his commissioners, two Englishmen, Willet and Baxter.

On the 29th of September, the commissioners reported arti-
cles of agrecment, relinquishipg to the English, half of Long
Island, and alkthe lands on the Connecticut, except those actu-
ally occupied by the Dutch, and prohibiting the Connecticut col-
ogists from settling within ten miles of the Hudson.

Hard as were these conditions, Stuyvesant having once agreed
to them, determined to maintain them in good faith, and obtained
their ratification, from the States General, in February, i656.

. The English government never ratified them, nor did the English
colonists pay much regard to them, in their subsequent treat-
ment of the Dutch, for in 1655 they seized, (aunder Cromwell’s
ordets,) the fort at Hartford, with all its effects; thus termina-
ting, by force, the existence of that colony.
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In 1653, a charge of conspiracy between Governor Stuyve-
sant and the Indians, to massacre the inhabitantsof all the New
England colonies, was falsely preferred, by Connecticut and
New Haven; and but for the firm resistance of Massachusetts,
to so iniquitous'a transaction, they would have proceeded im-
mediately to destroy New Amsterdam. When this foul charge
reached the ears of Governor Stuyvesant, it met with an in*
dignant denial; a denial, to the truth of which, his whole life
gave the fullest evidence.

In 1659, Massachusetts, pretending that the agreement made
at Hartford, did not extend farther than twenty miles from the
coast, claimed the land on the Hudson, above the parallel of 42°,
and demanded the right of free navigation of that river.

On the southern frontier, too, the'Swedes were not idle. To
prevent their encroachments, Stuyvesant, in 1654, erected and
garrisoned fort Casimir, on thg Delaware, at the site of' the
present town d® New Castle. singh, the Swedish governor,
soon visited it ; and, hhving, under the guise of friendship, ob-
tained admission, treacherously possessed himself of the fort.

The West India company, indignant at this perfidious act,
sent ordersto Stuyvesant, to reduce the Swedish settlements qn
the Delaware. Accordingly, in September, 1655, he left New
Amsterdam, at the head of a force of nearly 700 men; and on
the 16th, Fort Casimir, and on the 25th of September, Fort
Christina, the head quarters of the Swedish governor, capitula-
ted, without bloodshed. The terms offered by the Dutch, to the
conquered, were so favorable, that most of them remained in the
colony.

During Governor Stuyvesant’s absence, upon this expedition,
a large body of Indians, decming it a favorable opportunity tg_}
plunder, came upon the defenceless plantations, murdered a
number of the inhabitants, and robbed several farms. The re-
turn ofthe Governor, however, put an end to their incursions.

Fort -Casimir,. after its recapture, became the nucleus of a
colony, founded by the city of Amsterdam, and called New Am-
stel. The terms offered to emigeants were so favorable, that it
soon hccame a place of importance; and in 1657 one Alricks,
was appointed Lieutenant Governor of that, and the other
Dutch possessions, on the Delaware. .

In 1656, Governor Stuyvesant, who wae a zealous and some-
what bigoted supporter of the Reformed Dutch church, impris-
oned some Lutherans, who had come into the colony, and per- *
sisted in the observance of their own forms of worship. In-
1658, he banished from the colony, a Lutheran preacher, who
attempted to establish a church of his own persuasion, At
Vlissingen, (now Flushing,) where the doctrines of the Qua-
kers had made some progress, he attempted, but, of course, un-
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successfully, to eradicate them by fines, imprisonment, and ban-
ishment. Thef numbers increased with their persecution.
In 16539, Lord Baltimore protested against the settlements on
the Delaware, as being within the bounds of hie patent. To
this protest, Stuyvesant replied on the 6th of October, setting
forth the claims of the Dutch to the South, or Delaware river,
dnd its coasts. .

In 1663, a body of Indiuns attacked Fort Esopus, now Kings-
ton, and killed sixty-five persons. Suepecting that several
tribes were leagued together in these hostilities against the colo-
nists, Stuyvesant assembled the magistrates of the adjacent
towns, to confer on the measures necessary for the defence of
the colony. Having recommended such measures as they
thought advisuble, the magiStrates turned their attention to the
civil condition of the colony, and urged inforcible language, upon
the governor, and the West India Company, the right of the
people to a share, in the administration of the government.

In 1653, a convention of delegates from the different towns
had met in New Ainsterdam, and in similar terms had remon-
strated with the Governor and Company, against the abridge-
ment of their rights, ascitizens of Holland. But Stuyvesant,
true to his military education, regarded such remonstrances, or
petitions, with little favor.

On the 30th of March, 1664, Charles 1I., King of England,
regardless of the rights of Holland, granted to his brother
James, Duke of Albanyand York, the whole of the New Neth-
erlands. The Duke forthwith despatched Colonel Nicolls, with
threc ships of war, and a sufficient force, to conquer his province.

Governor Stuyvesant hearing of their approach, attempted
Jto put the fort and town in a state of defence, but the sturdy

barghers, tired of an arbitrary and despotic government, refu-

sed to sccond his exertions. When, therefore, the fleet ap-

peared before the city, and offered favorable terms, they ineisted

* upona capitulation. Governor Stuyvesant, angry at theijr want

of spirit, torc the letter of Colonel Nicolls in pieces before

them ; nor could he be induced to sign the articles of capitula-

- tion, till the 6th of September, (4664,) two days after they were
prepared.

These terme were, perhaps, thc most fnvomb}e ever oﬂ‘erqd

. ton captured city. The inhabitants were permitted to remain

in the colony, if they chose, upon tal.(ing the oath o!' allegiance

to the English crown; to retain or dispose of their property;

oto elect their own local magistrates; and to enjoy their own

forms of religious worship. Thename of the colony and city

was changed to New York. . .

Governor Stuyvesant, soon after the capitulation, went to
, Holland, but returned to New York in a few years, and spent
the remainder of h;is life there.
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THE ENGLISH COLONIAL GOVERNMENT.._

CovoneL NicoLLs having thus acquired the peaceable posscs-
sion of the New Netherland§, was appointed by the Duke, Gov- .
ernor of the province, in the autumn of 1664.

Iie appears to have becn a man of prudcncc: moderation, and justice ; aild
thhugh vested with almost absolute authority, ‘used it in promoling the good of
the province. During lus aduunistratin, an cifort was made, but unsuccessiully,
to determine the boundary hetween New York and Connecticut.

In January, 1665, a law was passed, requiring the approval -
and signature of the Governor, to all deeds of lands purchased
from the Indians, in order to render the titles valid. This was
necessary, as the Indians frequently sold the same tract of land
to different individuals. .

On the 12th of June, 1666, Governor Nicolls granted a char-
ter to the city of New York. .

In 1667, he gave place to Colonel Francis Lovelace, who held
the reins of government till 1673, when it was, recaptured by
the Dutch.

Though ;omewhat arbitrary, and d:sposed to burden the people with heavy
taxes, the urbnmty of s mantiers, and his desire for the welfare ot the colony,
causcd Col. Lovelace to be regarded as a good governor. In 1670, on the petitton
of the Dutch mnhabitants of the colony, he granted them permission to send to
Holland for a mumster, and guarantied his support from the public treasury. .

On the 7th of August (New Style) Captaine Evertsen and’
Binckes, the commanders of a Dutch squadron, which had been
cruiging off the American coast, cntered the harbor of New
York. Governor Lovelace was absent in New Fngland ; and
the fort and city were under the command of Captain Manning?
The fort appears to have been much dilapidated, and scantily ©
supplied with ammunition. -

The Dutch squadron demanded its immediate surrender.
Captain Manging asked for dclay ; but the invaders replied that *,
he shpuld have, but half' an hour. At the end of that period they®.
opened their fire upon the fort, which Captain Manning
returned, as well as he was able, until his ammunition was
exhausted. The Dutch, meantime, had succeeged in cffecting &
landing upon the islund, in the rear of the fort; and perceiving
that further resistance was useless, Captain Manning surrcn-
dered, without formal terms of capitulation.* .

* The ahove account of the capture of New York differs inaterially from that
of Smith, which has been copied by all succeeding historians; but i:{ fully sub-
stantiated by the d btained In England, . R. Brodhead, Esq.” Caf-
tain ning was not, perhaps, a very efficient officer, but he certmuly did not
merit the epithets of coward and fraitor, which have been 8o freely bestowcd -
; nhhimi‘. her A;Eldnmq ;r the I\;{Itnhusgs indhls trial, prove that his punishinent

reaking of his sword over his head, and mcapacitation to hold Vi

sufficiently severe for his offence. ! e otflce] b
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Fortunatcly for tlg- city, the Dutch commanders were men of liberal feelings ;
tnd mindful of the ‘courtcous treatment their countrymen had received in 1064,
they granted eyery privilege of citizens, to the inhabitants.

The name of New York, they chan.ged to New Orange, that
of Albany to Williamstadt, and the fort previously called

Jort James, to William Hendrick. Captain Anthony Colve
was appointed Governor. Connccticut protested against this
invasion, but with as little success, as Governors Stuyvesant and
Kictt had formerly done, to her usurpations. By the treaty of
February 9th, 1674, New York was restored to the English,
It was not, however, given up by the Dutch, till the following
autamn.

Some doubts existing, relagive to the validity of the Duke of

- York’s patent, both on account of the Dutch occupation, and
the fact, that it was wrested from that nation in time of peace,
he deemed it advisable to obtain & new patent, from his brother,
in 1674. . °

In the autumn of this year, Muajor Edinond Andross, after-
wards ro well known as the tyrant of New England, arrived in
New York, and assumed the office of governor. .

His admmustration m New York seems to have been marked by few striking
events  He won neither the love nor the hatred of the citizens ; and bemng ab-
seut i part of the tune, attending to the more refractory New England colonies,
he did not mamfest, in s own state, the tyranny, which subsequently rendered

) lum so adious.

In 1675, Nicolaus Van Renssclacr, a younger son of the first Patroon—camo
over to New York, with a recommendation from the Duke of York, whoso
favor he had obtuned, and wished to settle as mimister in Albany.  Niewenhyt,
who was, at the time, pastor of the Reformed Dutch church, in that city, refused
1 recogmze hum, on the ground that he had received Episcopal ordination. Tn

» the difficulty resulting from this refusal, Andross took sides, though unsuccess-
dally, with Van Renssclaer.

Buring Governor Andross’ frequent absences, Mr. Brock-
holst, the Licutenant Governor, officiated.

In August, 1683, Colonel Dongan succeeded Andross in the

- government of the colony ; and wmong his first aéts, was one,
granting perinission to the people to elect an assembly, con-
sisting of a council of ten persons, named by the proprietor or
his deputy, aund # house of represcutatives, eighteen in nnmber,
clected by the freeholders, to aid in the administration of gov-
ernpent. .
= In this year, the ten original counties were organized. .

In February, 1685, the Duke of York, on the death of his
brother Charles 1., ascended the throne, under the tgtle of

. James JI. Among the first acts of ‘this bigoted and shortsighted

" monarch, were his instructions to Dongan, to allow no printing
press to be established in the colony.

Colonc®Dongan, mindful of the necessity of keeping up friendly relations with

. e powerful confederation of the Iroquois, visited them in person, and by pres-
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ents and addresses, won their trlendnlnp and allumce TheJuuu priests, sent by
the French among the Indians, were, however, le to luy com-
plete success, 1n his negotiations with the savage tribes ; for, residing among them,
and conforining to their habits, they exerted a powuful influence in favor of the
French, who had been the herednnry onemu-s ol‘ the confederated lnbes. .

Colonel Dong; f a R was too d a states-
man not to perceive the injurious influence emned by the priests upon these.
Indians, and accordmgly attempted to prevent thelr continuing among the tribes.
But James, infatuated by s zeal for Cathohewsm, forbade hun to molest thewm,
and ordered that he should rather aid them, in their efforts, to convert the indians
to the Cathohc faith.

In vamn, Dongan remonstrated ; he only irritated his royal master, and in 1688
was recalled.

Andross, who had preceded him, was designated as his suc-
cessor, and New England was added to his jurisdiction.

Preferring to locate hunself, where he cculd more casily mspect the conduct of
his New England subjects, Governor Andross made Boston s residence, com-
initting the care of the colony of New York, to hus Licutenant Governor, Colonel
Nicholeon. The latter scems to have been much more mild 1n s administration
than his chief, whose enormitics so exasperated the people of Massachusetts, that,
on the arrival of the ncts, at Boston, of the accession of Willimn, Prince of
Orange, to the tt , they i diately imprisoned Andross, and scnt him to
England for trial.

In New York, the intelligence of the accession of the Prince
of Orange did not, at first, produce a civil commotion. After
o short time, howcver a portion of the populace sclected Jacob
Leisler, a merchant of Ncw York, of Dutch extraction, and the
senior captain of the militia, as their Jeader, and proclaimed
‘William and Mury. This movement, though popular with the
masses, was discountenanced by most of the prominent citizens,
who were unwilling to acknowledge Lecisler, as a leader.
Colonel Nicholson, apprehending popular violence, escaped on
board a vessel in the harbor, and sailed for England.

On the 3d of June, 1639, finding himsclf surrounded by a lnrgc
number of adherents, Lelslt,r assumed the reins of government,
associating with himself in the cares of state, his son-m-l'tw
Jacob Milbofne.

In the sprmg of 1690, Milborne, at the head of a conslderabh,
force, went to Albany, to reduce that town [which had hitherto
remained refractory], to alleziance to the government of his fa-
ther-in-law. At his first visit he was unsuccegsful, but, at a sub-
sequent period their fears of an Indian invasion, lul them to
submit to his jurisdiction. Ilis conlfiscation of the estates of
some of those who opposed him, excited prejudices which ter-
minated in the ruin of both Milborne and Leisler.

During Milborne’s absence at Albany, a letter from the Eng-
lish ministry arrived, addressed to ‘‘ Francis Nicholson, Eeq. ;
or, in his absence, to such as, for the time being, tuke care for~-
the preservmg of the peace, and ddmlmstcrmg the laws, in hjs
majesty’s province of New York, in America.” This letter em-
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powered the person.addressed, to take charge of the govern-
ment, calling in"the aid of such of the inhabitants, as he should
thihk proper, until farther orders.

Lcisler, being by popular electionacting governor, very prop-
erly assumed, that this letter was afdressed to himself ; and
consequently, by advice of the citizens, who constituted a com-
ntittee of safety, selected a council from each of the counties,
except Ulster and Albany, which had not yet submitted to his
authority.

He also summoned a convention of deputies, from those portions of the province
over which his mfluence extended. This convention laid some taxes, and

dopted other es, for the )i 'y gover t of the colony; and thus,
for the first tune n 1ts existence, was the colony of New York under a free
government.  The strong prejudices, however, which had been awakened by

. Leisler's soon produced in the minds of lus adversarics, a rancor and
bitterness, which was perhaps never surpassed in the annals of any political con-
troversy.

"This condition of things existed for ncarly two years. To
the horrors of civil commotion, were added the miseries of for-
eign war, and hostile invasion. The French Court, being at
war with England, had placed over its colonies in Canada, the
aged but enterprising Count de Frontenac, the ablest @and most
formidable governor of their American possessions.

This wily veteran at once determined to annoy his English
neighbors, and accordingly despatched a force against Schenec-
tady, in mid winter, which, after enduring extreme hardships,
reached that place in the dcad of night, and with the utmost
barbarity, butchered its sleeping inhabitants, in cold blood.

Attempts were made to revenge this barbarous invasion, by an expedition

;ag:nmn Quebec, of which Sir William Phipps and Fitz-John Winthrop, afterward

~wzovernor of Connecticut, were the ; but through mismanagement,

apd the sickness of the troops, the expedition was unsuccessful.
Colonel Henry Sloaghter, who had been appointed governor
" of New York, by King William, in 1689, arriveg in 1691. His
*coming had been heralded, a few weeks before, by ane Ingoldsby,
a captain of foot, who, without credentials of any kind, dememded
that the fort should be surrendered to him.

This demandg Leisler, with fropricty, refused to obey; and
when Colonel Sloughter, on his arrival, sent this same In-
goldsby, to demand the surrender of the fort, Leisler asked a

~personal interview with him. His enemies, who had determined
upon his ruin, scized upon this imprudent hesitation, as evidence
of treason, and filling the ears of the weak-minded Sloughter
With charges against him, they demanded hisarrest. The next
day he surrendercd the fort, and was immediately arrested, and
with his son-in-law, after a mock trial, condemned to death for

* high teeason.

¢ Sloughter, however, hesitated to cxecute the sentence, and
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wrote to the English ministry, for dircctions horw to digpose of'
them. Their enemies, thirsting for their blodd, were dcter-
mined not to be thus foiled, and, persuasions having failed, tliey
availed themselves of the known intemperate habits of the gov-
ernor, invited him to a bdanquet, and when he was completely
intoxicated, induced him to sign the death warrant. Kre he
was recovered from his debauch. the unfortunate prisoners
were executed. They met dgath with heroic fortitude, and
Leisler exhibited a martyr’s spirit.

Their estates were confiscated, but their adherents were soon after pardoned,
by an act of gencral indemnity.  The circumstances of Lewler's execution, roused
the indignation of those who had attached themsclves to his party, and for many
years after, the citizens of the state were divided into Lemslerians and Anti
Lewlerians *

o

In June, 1691, Colonel Sloughter went to Albany, to hold a
conference with the Indians. On his return he died, very sud-
denly, in July, 1691 ; and, until the English government could
appoint a successor, Ingoldsby, the lieutcnant governor, as-
sumed the government. The only event of importance, during
his administration, was a conterence with the Indiuns, with
whom he concluded a treaty.

In August, 1692, he was superreded by Colonel Benjamin
Fletcher, who soon exhibited the unamiable traits of his char-
acter. In his intercouse with the Indiang, he fortunately suf-
fered himself to be advised by Major Peter Schuyler, a man, |
whose influence over them was unbounded, and who, in his in-
terviews with them, gave them a favorable impression of the
English.

During most of Fletcher’s 1on, he was engaged in controversies with
the assembly, principally i regard to appropriations for his expenses.  He was
empowered, by s ? , to take 1 of the mibitin of New Eug- -
land, as well as of New York; but proceeding to Hartford for thin purpose, he
found himself thwarted, by the stubborn resistance of the people of Connecticut.

Richard, Earl of Bellomont, uppeinted in 1695, arrived as his
successor in April, 1698. He was a man of great dignity, reso-
lution and mordl worth ; and was sent out by the king to take
measures for the suppression of piracy, which had at that period
reached a fearful height. Fdr this purpose the earl, before -
leaving England, at the recommendation of Mr. Livingston,
commissioned Captain William Kidd, to sail in pursuit of the
pirates, and endeavor to rid the scas of them. .

* Iistorians have differed materially in their estimate of the eharacter of
Leisler. By somec he has been denounced us weak and vain; br others ex-
tolled for his firmness and integrity. 1t w apparent froin a caretul exanunanon
of his administration, that he was a man of honesty and integrity ol purposg,
but strongly })rojmlmt-d against the Rownan Catholic faith, and not possessed of
those traits of character, winch would qualify hun for a suceessful governar,
the troublous times In which he lived,

Milborne was a man of considerable education, and undoubtedly pessegsed

greater abilities, and perhiaps less mtegrity, than his father-in-law. It is alleged
that Leisler was very much influenced hy him in lus measures,
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Captairr Kidd accordingly sailed for New York in April, 16986, but after cruising
for a while, hunself gurned pirate, and became the most ferocious and darimg of
all the ocean marauflers. Returming to Amernica, m 1701, he sold hs ship, and
boldf_v appeared,in Boston, where he was arrested, and sent to England  for tnal
and execulion.

. Lord Bellomont died in 1701, and John Nanfan, who had been
his lieutcnant governor in New York, succeeded him in the
fovernment.

The administration of Lord Hellomont i is stained by the enactment of one law,
whnch, for 1ts bigotry and mtolerance, 15 déserving of notice. In 1700, a law was
passed, directing that every Catholic priest who came into nu- colony, should be

. hanged. The design of this law was alleged to be, to prevent the Catholic priests
from exerting an mfluence upon the [ndians, hostie to the English.

The curl, ar well as Nanfan, who was his kinsman, had es-
poused the cause of the frien‘ls of Leisler, and alrcady two dis-

- tinct parties had been arrayed against cach other.

In 1701, on the petition of the family of Leisler, to the queen,
the attainder was reversed, and £1000 granted his heirs, as a
compensation for their losses. . .

Nicholas Bayard, one of the most active of those who had procured the death
of Leisler, having attacked Governor Nunfan, and his measures in public, and ex-
hibited 1nsubordination to the government, was arrested, in 1702, tried, convicted
of high treason, and sentenced to death. But his prosecutors did not 1ygge his 1m-
mediate execution ; and on the accession of Lord Cornbury, he was liberated

. from prison, and the attander reversed.

On the 3d of May, 1702, Lord Cornbury, grandson of the

« Earl of Clarendon, and first cousin to the queen, arrived as
governor.

Of all the Governors of the colony under the English crown, Lord Cornbury
recewved the unenviable distinction, of being the worst. Rapacious without a
parallel, he hesitated not 1o apply the pubhic money to his own private purposes ;

. and though notorsously vicious, yet he was so mtolerant, that he sought to estab-
wush the Epit y at all k unpri g and prolubiting istcrs of other
denomunations, from excrcising their fun(.uons, without his up(-vml lhcense. He
was, moreover, as desutute of grutitude, as of courtery, injuring thosc most, from
.. Whom he had recerved the greatest benefits.  His manners were ae ignoble and
undlgmﬁ«d as his conduct was base, and when this hopeful scign of royalty wan-
. Uered ahout the streets clothed as a woman, [which was a commpn pmctwe with
him] the people felt that he had taken Caligula for a model.  ©

So urgent were the complaints against him, that the queen, in
December, 1708, felt herself compelled to revoke his commission.
No sooner was hc deposed from office, than his creditors put him
in jail, where he remained, till the death of his father, by eleva-

<ing” him to the peerage, procured his liberation. He had at-
tached himself'to the Anti-Leislerian party.

He was succeeded, in December, 1708, by John, Lord Love-
lace, Baron of Hurley. The chcering hopes, to which the

~ appointment of this excellent man gave rise, were doomed to
sudden disappointment, as he died on the 5th of May, 1709.

¢ He was succeeded by the lieutenant governor, Ingoldsby,

svhose ndministration, of eleven months, is only remarkable for
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another unsuccessful attempt upon the French possessions in
Canada, under the direction of Colonel Nicholson. This oc-
curred in 1709.

After the failure of this attempt, Colonel Schuyler visited Englnnd with five of
the Iroquois sachems, 1n order tc rouse the people to greater exertions, in defend-
ing the colonies.

In April, 1710, Licutenant Governor Ingoldsby was removed
from office, and Gerardus Beekman, the eenior councillor, offi-
ciated as governor, till the arrival of General Hunter, in June,
1710. Three thousand Palatines, from Germany, flying from
religious persecution in their own country, came over with
Govcmor Hunler.

The ing yea: dition was d against Canada, by land
and water. The aqumiron destined for its reduction was under the command of
Sir Hoveden Walker, and the troops undei Brigadier General Hill. Owing to
mismanagement, they did not enter the St. Lawrence sufficiently early in the
season, and having unskilful pilots, several of the ships were wrecked in that
river, and 800 soldiers lost. The whole expedition proved a failure.

As was to be expected, the assembly did not feel inchined in all cases to pay
lmpllcn deference to the governor’s mnndates nml in the ecarlier years of s

ion, Governor H had p collisions with that body.
After a time, however, both partics exercised a spirit of mutual forbearance,
which made their intercourse pleasang and advantageous to the colony.

Measures were adopted, during his administratidn, to adjust
the boundaries between the colony and the adjacent colonies of
New Jersey and Connecticut; but no definite settlement was
made.

Few of the colonial governors resigned their office more generally heloved, or
more ardently attached to the i of the colony, than Governor lunter.
‘The address of the assembly to him, at his departure, in 1719, 1n its tone of affec-
tion and regard, stands forth alone, in these times of distraction, like a grcen and
fertile oasis, amid the shifting and arid sands of Sahara.

. . . . -

During the period (a little more than a year) which elapsed
between the departure of Governor Hunter, and the arrival of
his successor, Colonel Schuyler, as senior member of the coun-
cil, officiated xp the place of the governor. Under his adminis--
tration, a treaty, offensive and defensive, was again concluded
with: the Iroqubis.

Governor Burnet arrived in September, 1720, and conunued
in office till his death, in Aprit, 1728. ¢

One of the first acts of his administration, was onc prohib-
iting the sale of goods, suitable for the Indian trade, to the
French from Quebec and Montreal. .

This, though a very just and necessary measure, excited great bitterness of
feehng on the part of the merchants who were engaged in this traffic, and of
course in the minds of their adherents. They petitioned Parlinment for s
repeal ; but were foiled, by the able manner in which their false statements were
exposed, by Dr. Colden, then 2 member of the council.

During this gxcitement, another transaction affected Governor Burnet's popu-
larity. He interfercd, at the request of one of the parties concerned, in an ecclesi-,
astical difficulty, in the French church in New York city, and of cuﬁme drew
upon himaelf the opposition of the other party.
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Tlite French in Canada, under the vigorous government of
the aged, butdmbitious Count Frontenac, had formed the design
of erecting a chain of military posts to the Ohio river, and along
its banks ; thus confining the English to the coast east of the
Alleganies. In pursuance of thisedesign, they proceeded, in
1725, though not without the most strenuous opposition, on the
part of Governor Burnet and Colonel Schuyler, to erect a fort
on Niagara river, whith they called Fort Niagara.

The next year, with equally violent opposition on the part of
the French, Governor Burnet erected Fort Oswego, at the
present gite of the village of Oswego.

The new assembly convened in 1727, w 2re of a different political complexion
from their predecessors; and between them and the governor, there were frequent
and unpleatant contentions. These contentions continued till the period of his
decath. His fine talents, profoun® learning, and unaffected kindness of heart,

1 him to be d even by his encmies, and his faults were entombed
with him.

Colonel Montgomery succeeded Governor Burpet, in 1728,
and remained in office till his death, which occurred in 1731.
During his government, viz., in October, 1728, the good will of
the Iroquois was secured, and they were engaged to aid in the
defence of Fort Oswego. In®ecember, 1729, the, king, con-
trary to the wishes and representations of the best citizens in
the colony, repenled the law, prohibiting the sale of Indian goods
to the FFrench. 'The boundary between Connecticut and New
York was fully settled, and the line run, in"May, 1731.

* In July of the same ycar, Colonel Montgomery having de-
ceased, Rip Van Dam, the senior councillor, administered the
government, till August, 1732. During his administration, the
French erccted a fort at Crown Point, without any resistance
on the part of the fceble and inefficient acting governor.

On the first of August, 1732, Rip Van Dam was superseded
by the arrival of Colonel Cosby, who remained in office till
March, 1736, the period of his death.

Historians have been much divided in their views of Go¥ernor Cosby. Some
represent him as an arbitrary, tyrannical and unjust ruler. » Others regard him as
a man of muld but ily driven to harsh measures, by the turbu-
lent spirits with whom he had to deal.

The act whichy caused the most sefious difficulties in his administration, was
lus demand that Rip Van Dam, who had officiuted as lieutenant governor, pre-
vious to his arrival, should divide with him, the emoluments of his office. Mr.
Van Dam offered to do this, provided Governor Cosby would also divide what he
had received from the colonies, before coming to this country. Governor Cosby,
who appears to have been somewhat avaricious, refused to do this, and commen-
ced a suit against Van Dam, for the half of his salary. Mr. Van Dam attempted
to hring a counter suit, but the judges, w‘ho were in the governor's interest, de-
chned entertaining it.

The newspapers took up the controversy, and one, ducted by a man d
Zenger, defended Van Dam. The attacks of this journal against the governor,
provoked the latter and his council, to such a degree, that they directed copies of
the pdper to ba burned by the hangman, and Indicted Zenger for libel. At the

4*
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trial, his counsel, Messrs. Alexander and Smith, disputed the junsdiction ‘of {he
court, and were stricken from the roll of attorneys 1m conscguence.

Andrew Hamilton, of Pluladelphia, was employed 10 defend Zenger. and the juvy,
without leaving their scats, gave a verdict of acquital. Hiamilton was presented with
the freedomn of the city, in a gold box, as an acknowledgement of lus services, in
upholding the libertics of the people, against a governor apponted by the crown.

During Governor Cosby’s administration, a Latin grammar
school was founded in New York, by the asscmbly. .

But a few days previous to his deccase, Governor Cosby
suspended Rip Van Dam from the council, thereby preventing
hie acting as lieutenant governor, in the event of his death.
This act had well nigh produced serious troubles in the colony ;
for Mr. Clarke, who was next in order of seniority, having as-
sumed the government, Van Dam opposcd him, and himself
appointed various officers.

The two parties soon came into collision, and a civil war
seemed inevitable. Each party prepared for such o result,
when, op the very eve of a conflict, & commission arrived from
England, confirming Mr. Clarke, in the office of licutenant gov-
ernor, and president of the council.

This, of course, left the other party no alternative but submission. Gov-
ernor Clarke "exem-d himself, to remoge all just ground of complint, fromn the
people. He sought every occasion to concidiate those who were hostile to him ;
and during the seven years he was in power, rendered himself lughly popular.

In 1737, a company of Hichlanders oflered to scttle on the
shores of Lakes Champlain and George, if they could be coun-
tenanced and aided by the assembly. As the colony would
prove an effectual barrier to the French, on the northern fron®
tier, the proposition was cheerfully met, by many of the citizens ;
but the assembly withheld the necessary aid, and the poor
colonists were obliged to leave their lands, almost in a state of
starvation.

In 1741, occurred the Negro plot, so fiumous in the annals of
New York.

The evidence of $he existence of such a plot scems to be meagre and insuffi-
cient. It s not improbable that a few profigate wretches, whites as well as
blacks, had wmeditated arson ; but the only proof of a plot to burn the city, was
the testimony of a single abandoned woman, whose statcments often contradicted
ench other, and were not corroborated by any of her associates.  Yet such was
the alarm and infatuation of the citizens, that on this worrnn's testimnony, 154
Negroes and twenty Whites were imprisoned, thirteen Negroes were burned at the
stake, eigh or twenty p s hanged, scventy t ported to foreign countries,
and fifty discharged.

The people, always suspicious of the Roman Catholics, arrested and executed
several [rishien, who professed that faith, and who happened to arrive in the
colony about this time. Among others who were hanged, was one Ury, a Cath-
ohic priest, who was condemned on two charges ; one, that he was concerned 1n
the conspiracy, and the other, that he was a Catholie pricst. The charge of con
spiracy, he protested was untrue, nor was it proved agamnst him.

In September, 1743, George Clinton, son of the Earl of Lin-
coln, arrived in the colony, with a commission as governor.
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The eusuing year, war was declared, between England and
France, and the colonists prepared to carry it on with vigor.

In 1745, the®colonies of New England and New York united
il an attack upon the ¥rench fortress, at Louisburg ; and New
York furnished ten pieces of cannon, und £8000 towards the
expedition. It was surrendered in Jtine, of that year.

The colonies were seriously molested, during the year 1746,
by the Indians, in the pay of the French, who attacked and re-
duced the English fort "at Hoogick, and also made an incursion
upon the gettlement at Saratoga, mubdering and plundering all
who fell in their way. It was therefore determined to make a
vigorous attack upon the French fortresses at Crown Point and
Niagara, and also to send an aimy to captur¢c Quebec. For
this purpose New York raised £40,000, and solicited aid from
England, which was promised, but not furnished. 'The enter-
prise proved unsuccessful.

The peace of Aix la Chapelle was concluded in 1748, and the
tolony, 1 the prosperity which followed for a few yearg, began
to recover from its losses by the wars. © .

In 1746, the asscmbly appropriated £2250. towards founding
a college.

During the years 1746—9, there were constant contentions, between the
governotr and assembly ; but m 1750 both parties manifested a more concili-
ating spinit, and dunng the remainder of Governor Clinton's administration, they
were on hetter terms.

Governor Clinton resigned in 1753, and jn October of that

-year, Sir Dunvers Osborne arrived, as his successor. Deeply
afflicted at the& loss of an cxcellent and amiable wife, the cares
of the government seemed, to this unfortunate gentleman, an
intolerable burden; and on the 12th of October, 1753, five days
after his arrival, he put a period to his own existence.

Mr. De Lancy, the chief justice, was appointed heuteqant gov-
ernor, a short time previous to Governor Clinton’s resignation,
and now assuned the reins of government.

Desi of i the affecti of the people, andedisposed to side with

1

(s easures which were ad Y to the Y,
wﬁﬁerﬁfﬁ:’:‘;ﬁﬁxﬂ :-T;l:inms office at the will of thé ‘Englmh government,
Mr. De Lancy had a difficult task to perform ; but the skill with which he concili-
ated both parties, joes honor to his abisty, as a statesinan. .

In 1754 a convention of delegates from the colonies of New
Hampshire, Massachusctts, Connecticut, Rhode Ieland, cf’el'm-
sylvania, Maryland and New York, met at Albany, toh e\]rlﬁ
some plan of common.(] efence aguinst the French, who
again commenced hostilities.

At this 1on Dr. F in, afterwards so eminent in the hustory of the_

’ Revolution, proposed a plan for political union, which was rejected by the provin
cial ies, on

d that it gave too much power to the crown, and by
the English government, because it gave too much power to the people.
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In September, 17'55, Sir Charles Hardy, an admiral «in the
British navy, arrived in New York, as governom Being unac-
quainted with civil affairs, he gave the management of these .to
Mr. De Lancy. In the spring of this year, the cdlonics had
made extensive preparatiens for an attack on the enemy, but,
owing to the ignorance of the commanders of the English forces,
of the tactics of Indian warfare, the campaign was utterly un-.
successful. Braddock, who was sent against Fort Du Quesne,
(now Pittsburgh,) was killed, and his army routed, by a small
body of Indians. Crown Point, and Niagara, both French
posts, although assailed, were not captured.

Nor was the campaign of 1756 more successful. The Eng-
lish fort at Oswego was captured, 1600 men taken prisoners,
and a large quantity of stores seiqu(ll, by the French.

The campaign of 1757 was still more unsuccessful. Fort
William Henry, on Lake George, with a garrizon of 3000 men,
was compelled to surrender. These repeated misfortunes awa-
kened the energics of the English.

In 1758, Williamm Pitt (Lord Chatham) was placed at the
head of government, in England, and a new impulse was given
to the energies of the nation. Success soon followed. In July,
Louisburyg, which at the former peace had been restored to the
French, was recaptured. Fort Frontenac, on Lake Ontario,
(now Kingston, C. W.) was captured soon afier, and the
French compelled to abandon Fort Du Quesne. General Aber-
crombie attacked Ifort Ficonderoga, but unsuccessfully. .

Stimulated by this success, New York, in 1780, c¢xerted her-
self to the utmost, and raised $625,000 in five months, and lev-
ied a force of 2680men. Ticonderoga was captured by General
Ambherst, early in the season, and Crown Point surrendered a
few days later. In July, General Prideaux investcd Fort Niag-
ara, and though he was killed in the attack, Sir William John-
son, his successor in the command, succecded in reducing it.
On the 13th of.September, the brave General Wolfe laid down
his life, in the moment of victory, when the English banners’
floated over the towers of Quebee.

The ensuing year the French, made an unsuccessful effort to
recapture Quebec ; and on the'Sth of September of that year, all
the French possessions in Canada were surrendered to the
British Government, and the French power extinguished there.
Two small islands at the mouth of the St. Lawrence, St. Piérre
and Miquelon, alone were preserved to them, of their former
vast possessions.

During the progress of these events, in July, 1760, Governor
De Lancy suddenly deceased. He was succeeded by Dr. Cad-
wallader Colden, the president of the council, whe in August,
1761, was appointed Lieutenant Governor. In Octobercof the
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same year, General Robert Monkton arrived, with a Governor’s
commission, bt left on the 15th of the ensuing month, to com-
mhnd an expedition against Martinique, and the government’
again devolved upon Dr. Colden.

» It was during his administration, that the difficulties between
New Hampshire and New York commenced, relative to the
territory, now known as the state of Vermont.

By the ongmnl patent, gmnved to the Duke of York, this tract was included.
New I d it wnder charter ; and, contending that
the charter of thc Duke ot‘ York was obgol seded to make grants
of land, to the settlers on the west side of the Connecticut. Emigration pro-
gressed rapidly, and 1 1763, 138 townshins had been granted, by New Hamp-
ehire, covering a large portion of the pres »nt state of Vermont.

Governor Colden was not the man to sit hy, and tamely submit, to what he
deemed injustice to his colony. He issued a proclamation, claiming junsdiction
as far east as the Connecticut, ay ered the shenfl” to make returns to him, of
any perrons, who had taken posscéfion, under the authority of New Hampshire.

‘The Governor of New Hampshire 1ssued a counter proclamation, and the mat-
ler was referred to the Crown, which decided i favor of New York. The at-
tempt to enforce this decision. and to induce the mlmluumu to takg out new
decds nnder New York, was, with some exceptions,"ineflective, and led to con-
stant hostilities between the Vermont settlers, and the government of New York.

In 1764 the nucews of the passage of the Stamp Act, (which
rendered all deeds, bonds, notes, &c., invalid, unlesg,written on
stamped paper, which should pay a duty to the Crown,) excited
universal indignation among the people. An organization was
soon formed in this, as well as some of the adjacent states,
called “ The Sons of Liberty,” which offered the most daring re-
-’gistance, to %s aggression upon the rights of the people.

Governor Colden attempted to enforce the act, but the at-
tempt called down the hostility of the people upon him, and but
for his age, he would undoubtedly have suffered in person. As
it was, his effigy was carried about the city, and hung upon a
gallows erected for the purpose, and his carriage and other
property destroyed.

‘When the stamps arrived, he was obliged to sprrender them to
the city. corporation, and await the action of the Governor, Sir
Henry Moore, who arrived in July, 1765, and by the advice of his
council, was deterred from attempting farther to enforce theact.

On the 1st Tuesday in October, 1765, a Congress composed
of delegates from Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland,
and South Carolina, metat New York, to take into considera-
tion, the invasion of the rights of the colonies, by the Stamp Act.

New Hampshire, Virgimia, North Carolina and Georgia, did not send delegates,
but two of them expressed their sympathy with the Congtens. and the others had
* no meeling of their legislatures, in tume to app This C
made a declaration of the rights and pnivileges of the colomea, and pemioned for
redress.

Tie Stamp Act was repealed on the 18th of March, 1766 ; but

-
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the offensive de(,lamuon accompanied the rcpml that “‘ Parlia-
ment possessed the power, to bind the colonies in ull cases, what-
- soever.”

In 1767, Charlee Townsend, chancellor of thc English éx-
chequer, proposcd anew bill, levymg duties on glass, paper,
paints and tea. This pas§ed, and the inhabitants entered, as
they had previously done, into non-importation agreements, hy
which they pledged tlu,mselves to use none of these articles,
nor, so far as it could be avoided, other articles of British manu-
factare. In 1769, five-si®he of these duties, and in 1770, all of
them, were rt,pealed except the duty on teca. The pcoplt, of’
New York, as well as of the other colonies, rigidly abstaining
from the use of this beverage, no excitement was produced ; and
from 1770 to 1774 a period of calmness ensued, although the
English government and the cologts regarded cach other with
jealousy.

Attempts were made, in 1767, to settle the boundary between Massachusetts
and New,York Maﬂnchluu-lu under her charter, claimed to the Pacific Ocean,

and had ref dly d to make 1 within the bounds of New
York. The pt to blish thcse had produced coliision, and in
several bloodshed. Ci ers from the two colonues met at New

Haven, 1n Octnlwr, 1767, and determmed that the Massachusetts hine should run
twenty milor east of Hudson river, but could not agree in regard to the manner
of running that hne.

In September, 1769, Sir Henry Moore deceased. His course,
during the period iftwhich he acted as Governor, had been pru-
dent, mild, and dignified. He had, as far as possible, abstained
from controversy with the assembly and peoplegpterpreting hiy
instructions from the government in Kngland, aﬁbcra]ly as lay
in his power. His death was much lamented. Governor Col-
den again occupied his place, although very much advanced in°
years.

Governor Dunmore assumed the government in November,
1770; but his administration continued only a few months, and ,
was m'lrked bysno important event. He was the first Govemor
supported by the Crown, a measure against which New York ’
protcsted, as calculated to make the executive independent of
the popular branch of the govgrnment. During his short con-
tinuance in office, a contest took place with the legislature, in
regard to quartering the King’s troops, to which the asscmbly
were wholly averse, but to which, under the threats of the Bnt—
ish government, they were obhged to submit.

Liberty poles had, at this period, been frequently crected in New York city,
and as often cut down and destroyed by the British soldicry, who entertamned the
bitterest hostility to the citizens. After repeated efforts, the nhabitants erected

one upon private grounds, so frinly encascd in iron, that the soldiers could nét
destroy it.
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Lord.Dunmore having been appointed Governor ol Virginia,
Governor Tryog succeeded him on the 8th of July, 1771,

In 1772, the New Hampshire grants becamne a renewed source
of serious disquictude to the colouy. Governor Tryon offcred a
reward of fifty pounds for the apprchencion of Kthan Allen,
Seth Warner, and six others of the nlost obnoxious of the sct-
tlers; and the New York sssembly passed an act, declaring the
opposition of these citizens to the government of New York,
Jelomy. Allen and his coadjutors, in return, hurled their defi-
ance at the Goveruor, and those who were sent to arrest them.

In the Spring of 1775, matters appeured to be approaching a
crisis, In regard to this territory. A collision took place, be-
tween the officers of New York, and the citizens of Westmin-
ster county, Vermont, in which one man was killed, and several
wounded. But for the oceu ce of the battle of Lexington,
at this juncture, probably a serious civil war would have en-
sued.

The British government resolved, in 1773, to accomplish by
cunning, what they had failed to attain by force. They remit-
ted to the Kast India Company, the customary English duties
on tew, and permitted them to ship it for America, with only a
duty of three pence per pound, to be paid, on landing?it, at any
American port. They supposed that as this would make the
price of tea lower than in England, the coil]%ists would not, ob-
jeet to it; but the colonists saw, in this mealtire, the same prin-
ciple, against which they had been contending.

The course ado]hd by the different colonies, is well known. In New York, a
mecting of “‘T'he Sons of laberty” was called, on the receipt of the intelligence,
and resolutions passed, that the tea should not be landed.  Accordingly, when, 1n
*April, 1774, the tea ship, (the Nancy, commanded by Captain Lockyier,) arnved
off Sandy Huok, the piloty, who had already received their instructions, refused
to bring her any nearer the city.  The eaptain however came up, and was waited
upon, by a commmttee, who informed lum, that he must return immediately to
England, with his cargn; and for the purpose of preventing s sailors fromn de-
sciting, a strong guard was statmncd near his slup at Ennd) Hook, Finding it
uselesy to resist, he submitted to thewr

Meanwhile information was received that Captamn Chambers] of the ship l.on-

don, a man loud in hus profe of patriotd had brought out eighteert chem
of tea, as a private venture. Bemng q ioned by the ee, he d 1t}
but upon their assyfing lum. that their d'ndence was 50 strong that they ahould
search the ship, he confessed it, but pted to i His apologics did

not avail. His tea was emptied into the harbor fonhwnh and he permitted to
withdraw. Kmbarking on board Lockyier's ship, he sailed for England, to hide
his shame and disgrace.

About this period a committee of observation was organized
in New York, coneisting of fifty persons, who were invested
‘with discretionary powers, with fegard to the administration of
government.

On the 5th of September, 1774, a congress from the different
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colonics, met at Philadelphia. They adopted several resolu-
tions, and prepared addresses to the King anc, both houses of
Parliament, and to the people of Great Britain and Canadas

To these addresees and resolutions prepared by Congress,
the assembly of New Y ork refused to give their assent. On the
contrary, they addrcssed an exceedingly loyal and humble let-
ter to the King, in which they ﬂ‘epresentcd their grievances, but
without sceming much afflicted by them. They were undoubt-
edly influenced to this gourse, by Governor Tryon, a man of
very popular manners, and artful insinuating address, who had
the skill, to mould the assembly to his will.

This step of New York exerted a very important influence upon the future
desuny of the colonies; for the British Minstry were upon the point of yielding
to their just demands, when the news of the defection of New York recached
them. Stimulated by this, they continu hat course of aggression, which ulti-

ly led to the blish of our libefties.

Governor Tryon sailed for England in April, 1774, and re-
turned in June, 1775.

In April, 1775, a provincial convention was convened at New
York, and elected delegates to the 2d Congress, - which assem-
bled at Philadelphia in May, 1775.

The news of the battle of Lexington, (Mass,) on the 19th of
April the same year, caused great excitement in the city of New
York. At the desire of the committee of observation, a com-
mittee of superi dence wase elected by the citizens, congisting
of 100 of the most respectable citizens; and the arms in the city
arsenal, and others about to be shipped to Boston, were seized.

Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and Skenesborou#h, (now White-
hall,) were captured in May, by Colonels Ethan Allen and
Benedict Arnold, and the entire command of Lake Chomplain
obtained. :

Governor Tryon returned, in June, from England and was welcomed by the

i ; but is exertions to promote the royal cause, soon rendered
him unpopular, and in October, considering s p I safety cndangered, he
took refuge on board the Asia, a ship of war lying in the harbor.

On the 22d of May, 1775, a provincial Congress was convened
at New York, ‘and efficicnt measures were taken for the mili-

.tary organization, and defence of the country. Two regiments

were authorized to be raised, bounties were oflered tor the man-
ufactare of gunpowder and muskets in the province, fortifications
were projected at Kingsbridge and the Highlands, and Philip
Schuyler and Richard Montgomery were recommended to the
Continental Congress for appointment, the first as a Major
General, and the second as Brigadier General.

Upon the adj of this Cong in September, for a month, they dek:-
gated their powers to & committee of safety, posed of three bers from the
city, and one, from each of the other ¢ounties.

Generals Schuyler and Montgomery, at the direction of Con-
gress, undertook an expedition against Quebec, which, though
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at first, promising a favorable result, finally terminated unfortu-
nately, in the death of Montgomery, and the repulse of the army.

‘Many of,the inhabitants of T'ryon county espoused the side ol
the mother country, under the direction of Sir John Johnson,
son of Sir William, already mention®d, and made preparations
to fight against the colony. General Schuyler was ordered by
Congress to disarm them ; and#calling out the Albany militia,
who rallied around his standard to the number of 3000, he pro-
ceeded into that county, and dispersed about 600 loyalists. The
loyalists on Long Island also entrenched themeelves, but were
disarmed, and their leaders secured, by the Jersey militia.
These events occurred in the winter of' 1775.

July 9th, 1776, the provincial Congress met at White Plains,
and took the title of “* T"he Representatires of the State of New
York.” On the first day of their meeting, they received the
Decluration of Independence, and immediately passed a resolu-
tion, approvingit. Soon after, they cnacted a law, that all per-
sons, residing in the state, and enjoying the protection of its

laws, who should be found guilty of aiding its enemies, should
suffer death.

THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

-~

In July, 1776, General Howe, and Adwmiral ITowe, his brother,
the British commmanders of the land and naval forces, arrived
at Staten Island. The inhabitants, at once, took the oath of alle-
giance to the Britith Crown, and, together with u considerable
number of loyalists, from New Jersey and Long Island, were
embodied as a part of the British forces.

At this period, the troops under Washington were unaccus-
tomed to discipline, not well ¢lothed, nor prepared for efficient
military duty ; and consequently not to be relied upon, in a direct
buttle wjth the highly disciplined, and well appajnted troops of
England. From this fact, General Washingion determined not
to risk a general action, until his forces, by constant military
exercise, and pccasional skirm‘shes with the encmy, should ac-
quire greater confidence in their own prowess

It would have been fortunate, had he been able to maintain
this position ; but unhappily, in a conflict on Brooklyn Heights,
on the 27th of August of this year, in which, at first, only a por-
tion of the army were engaged, the entire troops finally became
enlisted, and the Americins were routed with severe loss both

- in killedand'prisoners. As the result of this unfortunate battle,

Washington was compelled to evacuate New Yor!( city, and
retreat towards Philadelphia, with onc division of his army,
while the other made its way northward, along the banks of the
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Hudson. This event took place on the 12th of September, 1776.
Previous to Washington's evacuating the city 0f New York,
the public stores were removed to Dobb’s ferry.

On the 15th of September, the American General attempted
to oppose the landing of the British lorces, at Kip’s and T'urtle
bays, but unsuccessfully, and with shameful demonstrations of’
cowardice on the part of the Amggrican soldiery. On the 16th
of Svptember occurred the battle of Hardlaem heights, in which,
though but few troops were engaged, the action was close, und
the Americans recovered their courage and spirit.  Washington
having retreated into W estchester Co., a partial action took place
at White Plains, on the 28th of Octoher, i w hich the Americans
suffered some loss. .

Forts Washington and Lce, the former on the upper part of
New York Island, the latter nearly opposite on the Jersey
shore, were garrisoned by the Americans; but by too small a
force to resist succeesfully the Britich troops; and on the 16th.,
of Noveinber, aficr a ¢losely contested action, in which the ene-
my met with a severe loss, the American garrison was com-
pelled to surrender. With the remnant of his army, dispirited
and disheartened, Washington retreated towards Philadelphia;
but soon alter, by his bold attack upon the Hessian forces at
I'renton, he infused new courage into his troops, retrieved his
own reputation, and turned the tide of war.

Amud all the dl.s-:,ourag:mvms under which the cause of hiberty labored, the
New York provineial Congress did not despair.  On the 23d of December, 1776,
they put forth an address to the people, the production of the gifted, patnotic,
and pure minded Jay, which was ad bly adapted to enc ge and a
the zeal of the friends of freedom.

In May, 1777, Colonel Meigs, by a well devised and happily .

exccuted enterprise, took possession of, and destroyed a large
quantity of the enemy’s storcs at Sag Harbor, L. 1., and cap-
tured nincty men. This enterprise was accomplished with a
force of only 234 men. Congress voted him a sword, for this
gallant exploit. © .

In Jynuary, 1777, the territory known as the New Hamp-
shire grants, assumed the title of Whe State of Fermont, and
soon after adopted a constitutions On the 12th of March, & con-
stitution, for the state of New York, was reported By a committee
of the provincial Congress, which, on the 20th of* April, 1777,

was adopted. . .
A few of 1its more important provisions should he here noticed. They were,
1st, the requirement of a property quanfication 1n the el and the elected.

2d, The appointing power was vested in the Governor, and a counci, of four per-

sons, chosen fromn the senate. By this council, sheriffs, coroners, justices of the *

peace, judges, both of the superior and inferior courts, mayors and recorders of *
the cities, and all the officers of state, were appointed. ‘I'his of
patronage, thus thrown into the hands of five individuals, proved a very serious
evil. 34, The Governor was invested with the power of proroguing the l.gisla-
iure when he saw fit, This constitution was revised and mnended in 1821,
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On the 22d of March, 1777, a detachment of 800 British
tropps lunded 8t Peekskill, and set fire to the principal store-
houses there; but finding that a large force of Americans were
approaching, they retreated. On the 26th of April, Governor
Tryon, with 2000 troops, tories amtl regulars, proceeded to

.Dnnbury, Ct., and burned cighteen nouscs, and a quantity of
stores ; but was attucked by the Americans, and compelled to
retire with considerable’loss.

Under the new constitution, George Clinton was elected
Governor ; hut, being at that time in the service of Congress,
he did not meet the assembly, it it session. John Jay was
appointed Chief Justice, C. R. Livingston, Chancellor, John
Morin Scott, Secrctary of State, and Comfort Sands, Audi-
tor General.

At the adoption of the state constitution, there were fourteen counties in the
state, viz. New York, Ricl 1, King's, Q 's, Suffolk, Westchester, Dutchess,
Orange, Ulster, Albany, "I'ryon, Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gle The last
two, together with part of Alhany and Charlotte gounties, were within the
himits of the present state of Vermont. The first six were mostly under the do-
nnmon of the British, the 1lhighlands bang the limit, and were governed by Gen-
eral Tryon till 1778, when he was succeeded by General Robertson. The Bnt-
ish had garrisoned most of the border posts, from which they kept up a sangui-
nary and relentless warfare, upon the settlers, during the whole strugie.

General Schuyler and Rev. Mr. Kirkland were, about this
time deputed to hold a conference with the Iroquois, who, un-
der the instigation of Sir John, and Colonel Guy Johnson, and
the Butlers, as well as the famous Indian chief Brant, were
making serious ravages on the frontier settlements. As the
result of this conference, the Oneidas remained faithful to the
Americans, while the remainder of the tribes, under the influ-
ence of the Johnsons, took up arms, on the side of the British.

Determined to leave nothing undone, to eflect the entire sub-
jugation of the rebel colonies, the English Ministers sent out a
well appointed army, the flower ol the English soldicry, to-
gether with a numecrous body of Gerian troopseunder the coimn-
mand of General Burgoyne, an experienced officer, of known
bravery, and of high reputation. :

General Burgoyne was direcjed to start from Quebec, and,
scouring the cduntry with his Indian allies, to effect a junction
with Howe, at some point on the Hudson. As this would cut
off all communication between New England and the other
colonies, it was thought, that the work of subduing that section,
would be comparatively easy.

For the purpose of effecting this object, General Burgoyne
detached Colonel St. Leger, with 1600 regular troops, tories,
and Indians, 1o harass and destroy the frontier settlements.
St Leger arrived, without opposition, before Fort Schuyler,
whicle he besieged.

Meantime, he despatched Sir John Johnson, with a body of
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tories and Indians, against General Herkimer, who was ad-
vancing to the aid of Colonel Gansevoort, the cofimander of the
fort. They met at Oriskany. Herkimer’s force was small and
undisciplined. The battle was a severe one; Herkimer was
wounded at the first fire ; but the British were obliged to with-
draw, defeated. Soon after, by a successful artifice, Arnold
compelled St. Leger to raisc the siege of I'ort Schuyler, and re-
treat into Canada, with the losg of his Indian allies.

Burgoyne had pursued his march, with the main body of his
army, thus far, in triwinph; but soon, his fortune began to
change. The Americans, under General Schuyler, had ob-
structed his progress, from Lake Champlain to the Hudson, by
felling trees, destroying the roads, &c., so that he was necessa-
rily a long time employed, in the transportation of his artillery
and stores.

Finding that these were not sufficient, to last through the campaign, he dis-
patched Gofonels Baum nnq Breyman, with more than 1500 chosen troups, to
obtain stores at Benmington. Thesc were met, and defeated, on the 16th of Au-
gust, 1777, by the Green Mountain boys, under General Stark, and Colonel War-
ner, and over 1000 killed, wounded, and taken prisoners. ‘This loss matenally

impeded Burgoyne’s progress, disheartened his army, and prepared the way for
his defeat a.ad surrender.

On the 19th of September, a fierce and bloody battle was
fought between the American forces, under General Gates,
(who had now succceded General Schuyler,) and Burgoyne’s
army, which resulted in severe loss on both sides, and the
maintenince of their ground by both armies. The loss of the
British, however, was much the largest. In this contest, Gen-
eral Arnold and Colonel Morgan distinguished themselves, by
acts of the most daring personal bravery.

Burgoyne now fortificd his position, and sent to Sir Henry
Clinton, for reinforcements and supplies. The Americanarmy
also entrenched themselves strongly, on Bemis’ Heights, Sa-
ratoga Co. Qrthe 7th of October, Burgoyne, finding his stores
failing, and recefving no intelligence from Sir Henry Clinton,
resolved to attack the American entrenchments, and attempt
to force his passage through t¢ the Hudson. The battle was
asevcere one, but he was defeated, with the loss of 200 killed and
wounded, and about the same number taken prisoners.

On the 17th of the same month, after repeated attempts i
ercape from his perilous position, finding himself surrounded on
every side by a victorious enemy, General Burgoyne surren-
dered to General Gates, his entire army, consisting of 5792 men,
together with 5000 stands of arms, 42 field picces, and large
quantities of ammunition. This splendid victory did much to-
wards achieving our nation’s independence.

On the 17th of November following, Congress adopted the ar-
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ticles of confederation, for the different states. These were ap-
proved, by thé legislature of New York, February 6th, 1778.

The repeated incursions of the Indiane upon the frontier set-
tlements, particularly the cruel oufra,ge at Wyoming, called
loudly for retributive justice. But their crimes were still to as-
sume a decper dye. In November, 1778, Colonel Alden, the
commander at Cherry.Valley, received intelligence that an at-
tack was intended, upon that *place. With a fatal and unac-
countable stupidity, he paid no attention to the report. On the
10th, the Indians and tories, under the command of the blood-
thirsty Walter Butler, and the Indian chieftain Brant, ap-
prouched the scttlement, killed Colonel Alden, butchered about
twenty of the inhabituntsy mostly women and children, took
nearly forty prisoners, and, after plundering and burning all their
houses, departed.

To punish these depredations, General Sullivan, in August,
1778, at the head of an efficient force, viited the couniry of the
Senecus, destroyed cighteen of their villages, laid waste their
whole territory, and most signally defcated them.

In April of the same year, Colonel Van Schaick attacked the
Onondagas, who had been the most troublesome of the border
tribes, destroyed their villages, took between thirty and forty
prisoners, and killed twelve of the Indians. These severe
blows, for a time, put these tribes in check.

On the 28th of September, 1778, two detachments of the
enemy’s troops, sent by Sir Henry Clinton, surprised a part of
Coloncl Baylor’s regiment of cavalry, stationed at Tappan, by
night, and butchered sixty-seven out of one hundred and four
men, unresisting and asking for quarter.

In May, 1779, Sir Henry Clinton made an expedition in per-
son, up the Hudson, compelled the garrison at Verplanck’s
Point to surrender, after a short but spirited resistance, and
took possession of Stoney Point, which was eabifdoned by the
Americans. At his return, he garrisoned both forte.

On the 16gh of July, 1778 General Washington commis-
sioned General Anthony Wayne to storm the British fort at
Stoney Point, a strong fortress, which was the resort of tory
refugcees, who sallied out occasionally, and ravaged the neigh-
boring settlements. The fort was carried at the point of the
bayonet, and with trifling loss. Owing to the weakness of the
American force, however, it was soon found necessary to aban-
don it, and it was afterwards re-occupied by the enemy.

Soon after, Major Lee made a during and successful expe-
ditien against Paulus Hook, (Powles Hook,) now Jersey City,
and captured the British garrison, consisting of 150 men, di-
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rectly under the guns of the British ships of war, lyi mg in thc
Hudson river.

General Arnold had been, thus far, distinguished in the Revo-
lution, for his reckless darjng, his clnvn]nc bravery, and his ap-
parently ardent patriotism ; but amid all, the private character
of the man was known to be vicious and corrupt. His reputa-.
tion was stained by dishonesty, rapacity, and meanness. In
consequence of a severe wound; received in the last battle with
Burgoyne, he was disabled from active service, and in the sum-
mer of 1778, General Washington assigned to him the com-
mand of the city of Philadelphia. His extravagance, reckless-
ness, and dishonesty, drew down upon him the displeasure of
the citizens, who were loud in thair complaints againet him;
and in March, 1779, he resigned his command.

In April, he married Miss Shippen, a lady who had been a
distinguished belle, had received the attentions of the British
officers, during their occupancy of that city, and was at heart a
loyalist. Through her correspondence with some of the Brit-
ish officers, an opportunity was offered to Arnold, to comrmuni-
cate withrthe enemy ; and he finally took the resolution to sell
himself; and his country, for British gold, in order to rid himsclf
of his pecuniary embarrassments. 'I'o make his treachery more
valuable, in August, 1780, he solicited, and obtained the com-
mand of the strong and nuportant post of West Point, the key
of the Hudson.

In order to settle finully the terms of his treachery, Sir Henry
Clinton despatched Major Andre, an Adjutant Gencral in his |
army, (who had been Mrs. Arnold’s correspondent, and with
whom, over a feigned signature, Arnold had also correspunded,)
to have an interview with the traitor, and agree upon the de-
tails of his infamous treason. They met, made their arrange-
ments, and parfed; Arnold to return to his post, and Andre to
New York. ¢

Before reaching that city, however, the latter was arrested
by threc militia men, and havihg been convicted by a Court
Martial, was hanged as a spy. Arnold succeeded in making
his escape, though not in surrendering the important post which
he commanded, and his base treachery was rewarded by the
British Government, with the office of a Brigadicr General,
and the sum of £10,000 sterling. But he was never trusted im-
plicitly by the British, and #o strong was the feeling of loathing,
on the part of the British officers, of his meanness, that many
of them refused to serve under him.

In the hope of securing him and bringing him to a just pumishment ; afd with
a view to save the gifted, but unfortunate Andre, from the fate he had brought '
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upon h If, Gengral Washi issioned Mr. Ch a Serg Major
in Mnjor Lec’s regiment, to proceed to the British camp, pmfeuse«lly as a decwer-
ter, and to endeavor to seize the person of Arnold. The attempt was unsuc-

cessful.

*In 1780, 81, Brant, the Mohawk «chief, in conjunetion with

Sir John Johnson : nd Walter Butler, made several incursions

¢ upon the frontier settlements, in the Schoharie and Mohawk
valleys. In August, a force under Colonel Marinus Willet pur-
sued and routed these marauders, and killed Butler, whose sav-
age crucltics had rendered lum notorious. The remaining
scenes of the war of the Revolution, mostly occurred in the
southern states, and therefore do not come within the scope of
this historical sketch.

In 1782, the English Government resolved to relinquish the
hopeless contest with their colonies.  Onthe 30th of November
of that year, provisional articles of peace were agreed upon;
and on the 25th of November, 1783, the British troops cvacu-
ated New York, and Washing on, wnth his army, entered in
triumph. On the 4th of Dcccmbcr, ‘Washington took an affee-
tionate farewell of his officers ; and after resigning to Congress,
then in session at Annapolis, Maryland, his commission, retired
to Mount Vernon, to spend the remainder of his days in retire-
ment and domestic fclicity.

Events which transpired, soon after the Revolution, demor-
strated, most conclusively, that the compact, which had con-
nected the ditferent states of the Union together, during the
wiir, would not suffice, to maintain that conncction, in time of
peace. In 1787, therefore, in accordance with a resolution of
Congress, dclegates were elected from this state to meet those
of the other states, in convention at Philadelphia, in May, to
franme a new constitution. The delegates chosen from this state,

* were Messrs. Yates, Lansing, and Alexander Hamilton.

The constitution prepared Dy tins convention was nof at s:\'mwﬁctory toa
majority of the citizens of New York. But the” powerful” expomtion and de-
fence of 1t, hy Mr. Hamulton, John Jay and others, in the cssays published under

. the title of “ The Federalist,” tended to bsing about a change of feehng, in regard
to it; and on the 26th of July, 1788, 1t was ratified, 1n convention, by the state,
not, however, without the recomunendation of several amendments, which were
not adopted.

= During this period, and until 1795, George Clinton, whosc
services in the Revolution had been so eminent and valuable,
held the office of Governor.

. A general organization act was passcd, in 1788, by the legis-
lulure, dividing the state into fourteen countics, which were
subdivided into townships. The western and central portions
Jof thektate, now free from the hostile inroads of savages, pros-
percd, and rapldly increased in population and wealth.
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1n 1790, the difficulties, which for twenty-six years, had exist-
ed between New York and Vermont, and which had been  the
cause of bloodshed and bitter hostility, between the, citizens of
the two statcs, were amu'ably adjusted.

But for the patriotism and prud of her lead Vermont would probably
have been, to this day, an inwgml portion of the Brmnh empne In addition to
other and more patriotic , 1t be d d that I.Iu. lousy of the in-
creasing influence of the southern states in Congress, te d to predisy New

York favorably, to a settlement. .

Commissioners having been appointed, by both states, in 1789,
met and reported in October, 1790, in favor of the payment, by
Vermont. to New York, of the sum of $30,000, for the extinction
of the land claims, held by the latter ; and that New York, upon
such payment, should relinquish all claims, either to land, or
jurisdiction, in Vermont, and acquiesce in her admission to the
Union. This report was approved by both states, and in 1791,
Vermont was received into the confederacy.

In 1791, the agriculture of the state received a new mmpulse, from the organi-
zation of a society for the promotion of agriculture, arts and manufactures.

The same year, a committee was app 1 by the leg ure, to mquire into
the most chgible method, of removing obstructions from the Hudson and Mohawk
Tvers. 'lhe next yuar, (1792,) two companies were formed, styled the Northern
and Western Inland Lock Navigation companics, to improve the navigation of the
Hudson and Mohawk, and to connect the Oneida and Ontano lakes with the lat-
ter, and Lake Champlam with the former.  For the purpose of awdigg them 1n
this enterprise, the state became a subscriber to their stock, to the amount of
$92,000. This, though productive of no great practical results, was the first step,
in that sy of internal improvement, so ably advocated and carried out, by the
genius and perseverance of De Witt Clhinton.

During this period manufactures did not prosper; and our
country was supplicd with most of the products of art, from
England and France. In 1785, Governor Clinton having de-
clined being a candidate for re-election to the office of Gover-
nor, John Jay, whose patriotic services in the Revolution, as a
statesman, have been already noticed, was chosen his successor.

The legistdture, in 1796, granted to the Oneida, Cayuga,
Onondagz, ana Brothertown Indians, $9852, to extinguish their
title, to certain lands previously possessed by them. In 1798,
Governor Jay was re-clectedand continued in office till 1801.
The legislatare passed, in 1801, another general organization
act, by which the state was divided into thirty counties.

In 1801, a convention was called, by an act of the legislature, to amend™l.c
constitution. Colonel Aaron Burr was elected President of the ion. By
the act, under which the convention assembled, they were lhmited, in their
amendments, to two points : the first, as to the number of the members of each
house of the legislature, and the d, the d of the question,
whether the right of nomination to office, should be vested exclusmively in the
Governor, or in the Governor and Council jointly. The convention decided upon
the latter interpretation of the constitution.

The same year, 1801, Governor Jay having refused to be
again a candidate for office, Governor Clinton was again elect
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ed to the chief magistracy. In 1804, Governor Clinton being
elected Vice President of the United States, Morgan Lewis
was chosen-as his successor. Daniel D. Tompkins succecded
Mr, Lewis as Governor, in 1807. Thg same year, Albany was

- made the capital of the State.

. In August, 1807, Robert Fulton made his first trip with the
Clermont, the first steamboat which ever plied successfully the
waters of the Wotld.* In this enterprise he was aided by
Robert R. Livingston, one of the most distinguished statesmen
of the state or nation.

The embargo laid this year by Congress, on all American shipping, at Mr.
Jefferson's recommendation, 1n order to cou iteract the injurious effects of the
British orders in council, and Napoleon’s Berhin and Milan decrees, bore hard
upon New York, and excited much opposition, for a period.

Governor Tompkins was re-elected in 1810.

The difficulties between Great Britain and our own country,
to-which we have already alluded, had for several years been
the subject ot anxiety and bitter feeling ; and every year they
had assumed a more unpleasapt character. In addition to the
injuries already inflicted by England, on our commerce, as a
neutral power, she claimed the right to search our merchant
vesscls; and if her officers found on board of them, men, whom
they chose to regard as British subjects, they seized them and
compelled them (o serve in their navy.

Our government remonstrated, but remonstrances proved
unavailing ; the outrage upon our national flag was repeated.
Under these circumstances our statesmen conceived that they
had no alternative, but to declare war upon that nation. Ac-
cqrdingly, on the 19th of June, 1812, the President, being duly
-authorized by Congress, proclaimed war against Great Britain.

Deeming it of the greatest importance to subjugate the Can-
adas, and thus deprive the en®my of their strong holds, meas-
ares were taken to concentrate a large force on the northern
frontier of this stute, and the eastern border s)f Michigan.

General Dearborne was appointed to the cofimiand of the
forces, and by his dircction, General Harrison assumed the
command of the north western division, making Detroit his head-
quarters. Genefal Stephen Van Rensselaer, having his head-
quarters at Lewistown, commanded the central division, and
the commander-in-chief, the eastern, making Plattsburg his
place of rendezvous.

* There are three other competitors for the honor of introducing steamboat
navigation to the notice of the worid, viz dohn Fitch, o1 Hartford, Conn., Robert
L. Stevens, of New York, and Mr, Evans, of Philadelphia. All undoubtedly
deserve credit for the construction of vessels propelled by steam ; butit is be-
lleved that to Fulton and Livingston helongs the honor of having demonstrated the

wracticabiljty and advantages of this mode of navigation.
5
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Experience soon proved that, unfor ly, pride of opinion is i
stronger than love of country. A large minority of the citiz@ns of this, m!d the
adjacent states, were loud in their denunciations of the war ; and 1f they difi not
afford direct aid to the foe, they weakened the hands, and discouraged the hearts
of those who were to contend with the enemy ; and furnished grounds of Reru
ple, by which the timorous anu faint-hearted justified their cowardice. Undgr
such adverse influences, officers of known sprrit, and tried courage, faltered in
meeting the foe, and surrendered to a force inferior to their own.

The first considerable action of the- war, was disgraceful to
our boasted prowess. General Hull, deputed to carry aggres-
sive war into Canada, and to take the British post at Malden,
seemed panic-struck at the approach of the encmy. Forgetting
his former renown, as a brave soldier, he returned to Detroit
without striking a blow; and on the 16th of August, 1812,
surrendered his whole force, congisting of about 2000 troops,
oceupying a strongly fortified garrison, together with the whole
territory of Michigan, to General Brock, whose entire army con-
sisted of only 700 British troops, and 600 Indians.

General Van Remnsselaer, with his command, was stationed
at Lewiston, below the Falls. Hjs trq@pe, (principally militia,)
often urged him to give them an oppoftunity of displaying their
prowess by facing the enemy. Determining not to remain inac-
tive, he*despatched his aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Colonel Van
Rensselaer, a brave and meritorious, but somewhat rash offi-
cer, with about 225 men, to attack the British post of Queens-
town, on the opposite shore of the Niagara river.

The attack was successful at the outset, and but for the
shameful cowardice of the troops remaining upon the American
shore, would undoubtedly have terminated in a brilliant victory .

Such were the pretended constitutional scruples of the remaining troops as to
the propriety of crossing over to the enemy’s territory, that when ordered to re-
inforce Lieutenant Colonel Van Renssclaer, they preferred to see their brethren
in arms cut to picces, rather than nmvhm their relief; and thus nearly the
whole force which had crossed the river, wére cither killed, or taken prisoners.

General Van Rensselaer, disgusted with his army, soon after
resigned hjg‘e “mmission, and was succeeded by General Alex-
ander Smyth, of Virginia.

Thix officer appears to have been a mere braggart, for after wsuing a pro-
clamation, announcing the wonderful deeds he intended {p perform, he finally
ordered his troops into winter quarters, without accomphehmg any thing.

In January, 1813, occurred the battle of the River Raisin, in
M.xchlgan, one of the most sanguinary contests of the war. Ir
this conflict, the British General, Proctor, ncquired lasting in-
famy from his inhumanity to the American troops, who had
surrendered ; giving them up to the savages for torture and
massacre, in violation of his solemn pledge to General Win-
chester, the American commander.
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In Fcbruary 1813, Captain Forsyth, commander of the Amer-
icarn forces at Ogdensburg, crossed the St. Lawrence, in pur-
suit of somte prisoners whom the English had taken from his
viginity, and succeeded in capturingesome military stores and

* about fifty prisoners. In revenge for this act, the British, on
the 22d of Kebruary, 1813, crossed the St. Lawrence with a
considerable force, and took Ogdensburg. Forsyth, however,
with his forces, made good their‘retreat.

On the 27th of April, 1813, General Dearborne made a suc-
cessful attack upon York, now Toronto, (Canada West), aided
by the squadron of Commodore Ciauncey. After a short re-
eistance, it was captured, together with « large quantity ot mili-
tary stores. The force detgiled for this scrvice, consisted of

+ about 1700 troops, under the commgnd of General Z. M. Pike.

The enemy, in their retreat, laid a tram of combustibles to their magazine,
with the ficndish design of thus destroyig the invaders. The scheme was, m
pert, successful ; and the brave and noble hearted Pikg was killed, by the explo-
si10n, at the head of his troops, in the moment of triumph. The troops faltered
for & moment, but rallied ins; y, and drove the foc from the field. The British
lost in this action ,in killed, ded, and prisoners, about 730. The Amencans,
aboat 300.

Early in May, 1813, the Americans evacuated thé fort at
York. They removed to Four mile creek, a short distance

" below Fort Niagara, and, in connection with a force of 100 men,
who were landed from two armed schooners despatched to co-
operate with them, took possession of some military stores, at
that place, belonging to the enemy, and then proceeded in safety
to Fort Niagara.

On the 27th of May, a descent was made, by Commodore

« Chauncey, upon Fort George, which surrendered, after a short
contest. The American loss in killed and wounded, was 150 :
the British, in killed, wounde#y and prisoners, 386, beside 507
.militia men, released on their parole.

v On the 23d of June, General Dearborne sewt Lieutenant
‘Coloncel Boerstler with 570 men, to Beaver D&m‘;‘w disperse

_abady of the enemy. When within about two miles of that
place, he was attacked by the foe, who, in ambuscade, had
awaited his approuch. After a short contest, he succeeded
in driving them into an open ficld, and sent an cxpress to Gen-
eral Dearborne for reinforcements ; but before they could arrive,
he tvas surrounded By a superior force, and compelled to sur-
render.

Duaring the period occupied by these enterprises, the enemy
werenot idle. About the last of May, Commodore Cl'muncey’s

“’fiéet having left Sackett’s Hurbor, for Fort George, Sir George
Prevost made a descent upon the town, with 1000 troops, but
ewas repulsed with considerable loss. On the 19th of June, the
British landed and burned the village of Sodus, where some
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military stores were deposited- On the folloying day, they
made an unsuccessful attempt to land at Oswego. On the2d
of July, they again attacked Sackett’s Harbor, but with no bet-
ter success than before, Onthe 1lth, they crossed over to
Black Rock, and succeeded in capturing some stores.

Meantime, both parties were seeking to secure the exclusive
control of Lake Erie. Commodore Perry, by extraordinary
exertion, had built and equipped an’ American squadron of
nine vessels. carrying fifty-four guns; and Commodore Bar-
clay had prepared a British squadron of six vessels, mounting
sixty-three guns.

The two squadrons met on the 10th of September, 1813,
near the western extremity of the lake. Owing to a calm at the
commencement of the action, tiie Lawrence, Commodore
Perry’s flag-ship, was expoled to almost the whole fire of the
enemy, and soon disabled.

At this juncture, when the foe were ready to trinmph, Perry,
with four of his men, leaped into a boat, flag in hand, and a
gentle breeze springing up at the timg¢ brought the Niagara,
to which he had transferred his flag, into action. Through the
exertions of Captain Elliot, her commander, the remainder of
the vessels were brought up, and the Niagara led the way
through the enemy’s line, supported by the rest of the squadron,
pouring successive broadwides into five of their vesscls. Ina
short time, the entirc fleet of the enemy surrendered.

C dore Perry d to Gencral llarrison the following intelligence
of his victory : “ We have met the cnemy, and they are ours ™

This victory resulted in the evacuation of Detroit, by the Brit -
ish army, which was pursued and overtaken by General Harri-
son, on the river Thames, about cighty miles from Detroit. At
this point was fought, on the 5theot October, the battle of the
Thames, one of the most brilliant'of the campaign. At thisbat-
tle, Tecumseh was killed, und the Indian force dispersed. '

Preparatien. were now made by the American army for an
attack on Montreal ; and for this purpose, the divisions, com-
manded by Gencrals Wilkinson and Hampton, were ordered to
form a junction on the St. Lawrence. General Wilkinson
moved down the river with his troops, early in November, and
on the 19th of that month, a severe, but indecisive action was
fought at Williamsburgh. Both parties elaimed the victory.
The American loss in killed and wounded was ubout 300 ; the
British, about 200. Owing to some misunderstanding, the
junction of the two divisions was not effected, and soon after,
they went into winter quarters. .

In December, General McClure, commanding at Fort George,
hearing of the approach of a large British force, disypantled .
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and ub'andoncq the fort, having previously burned the Canadian
village of Newark, now called Niagara.

On the 19th of this month, the British crossed the river and
carried Fort Niagara by storm; and to revenge the burning of
Newark, they proceeded to burn Pewistown, Youngstown,
Manchester, now called Niagara Falle’ Village, and the Tus-

*carora Indian village. On the 30th, they crossed again, and
burned Black Rock and BuftaJo. These villages were only
guarded by small bodies of militia, who could oppose no effectual
resistance to the marauders.

On the 2d of July, 1814, Generals Scott and Ripley with
about 3000 troops, crossed the INiagara river and took Fort
Erie, without oppusition. The next day, General Brown ad-
vanced, with the main body®of his forces to Chippeway, about
two miles south of the Falls. Her®, on the 5th, General Riall,
at the head of the British army, advanced to give them battle.
The contest was severe, but resulted in fayor of the Americans.
The enemy lost nearly 500 men ; our own troops, 338.

Generul Riall, after*his defcat, withdrew to Queenstown,

and afterwards to Burlington Heights. Here he was reinforced
by General Drummond, who took the command. TMle enemy
appcared beforc the camp, just before sunset, on the 25th of
July. The American ariny immediately formed in the order
of battle, at Lundy’s Lane, about halfa mile north west from
the Falls ; and there, amid the eternal roar of Niagara, the
two infuriated hosts continucd in deadly conflict, till past mid-
night.
« This was the most hotly contested action of the war; General Scott led the
advance, and first engaged & body of the enemy, greatly his superior in numbers,
for an hour. Both parties were then reinforced, and the action renewed with
greater fury than before. The Britigh artillery was so placed upon an eminence,
as to rake every part of the American army; and it becamnc evident that the
result of the battle depended on the capture of that battery.

General Scott rode up to (‘olonel Miller and inquired, *‘# D you storm that
battery ?* I can try, $ir;” was the laconic reply ; and i d’few moments, he
was scen at the head of lus regiment, impetuously charging upon the arullery,
Ins ranks thinmed at every step by the cannon balls.

The encmy resistgpd bravely, but could not withstand the charge. Three times
they returned to the attack, but their battery was turned against them with mur-
derous force ; and no sooner did they come within its range, than the deadly
rifle, wiclded with unerring aim, mowcd them down by platoons.

General Drummond was himself wounded, and the army
driven from the field. The British force engaged in this battle,
waus nearly one third greater than the American. The loss of
the encmy was 878 ; of the American troops, 858.

Generals Brown and Scott having both been wounded in the
battle, the command devolved on General Ripley, who thought
it prudent to retire to Fort Erie. Here, on the 4th of August,
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he was besieged by General Drummond, at the head of five
thousand men. Mecanwhile, General Gaines arrived at Jhe
fort and took the command, as scnior officer. On the 15th, the
British made an assault on the fort, but were repulsed with the
loss of nearly 1000 men.  On the 17th of September, General
Brown having recovered and taken the command, a sortie was,
Il.n:).de from the fort, and the advanced troops of the besiegers de-
eated. .

Soon after, hearing that General Izard was on his way with
reinforcements, the enemy ruised the siege and returned to Fort
George. In November, Fort Erie was abandoncd and dis-
mantled by the Americans, who, crossing the river, went into
winter quarters, in the ncighborhopd of the Lakes.

Mcantime, events were ogeurring in the castern part of the
state, which materially hastened the termination of the war.
General Wilkinson went into winter quarters at French Mills,
now Fort Covington. In the latter part of winter, he broke up
his encampment and removed to Plattsburg. On the 30th of
March, 1814, he penetrated into Canada, and attacked a body
of the enemy at La Colle Mills, on the Sorel river, but was re-
pulsed with some loss, and returned to Plattsburg, where he wus
soon after superseded in command by General Izard.

Early in September, Sir George Prevost advanced towards
Plattsburg with an army of 14,000 men, mostly Kuropean vet-
crans, who had served under Wellington. At the same time,
Commodore Downie appearcd on Lake Champlain with scven-
teen sail, mounting ninety-five guns, and carrying 1020 mcn.
To oppose this force, Genceral Macomb had only 1500 regular
troops, and about 2500 militia ; and Commodore McDonough, a
squadron of fourteen sqil, mounting eighty-six guns, and carry-
ing 820 men.

The two arpies cngaged in battle on Sunday, the 11th of
September. e action between the land forces and the gquad-
rons commenced simultaneously. The British made the great-
est exertions to cross the Saranac, but were repulsed at every
attempt, with severe loss ; and their squadron having been cap-
tured, and mostly dextroyed, they retreated precipitately, leav-
ing behind them large quantities of military stores. The entire
loss of the British, in this action, including killed, wounded, pris-
oners, and deserters, was cstimated at 2500. The remaining
battles of the war were foughtat the south.

On the 24th of December, 1814, the treaty of Ghent was sigri-
ed by the commissioncre of the two countrice, and on the 17th
of February, 1815, this trcaty was confirmed by the Prosident
and Senate.
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Of the eventg which have transpired in this state since the
war, there ar¢ so many living witnesses, that we shall give
but a brief notice.

The canal project, which, during the war, had been forgotten,
or neglected, was soon revived. In 1816, some steps were

Jaken for bringing it before the legislature ; and in 1817, the

petition of more than 10p,000 citizens of the state, asking that
laws should be passed for its construction, was presented to that
body, and action taken thercon. The same year, the Frie and
Champlain canals were both commenced and vigorously pros-
ccuted to their final completion, vhich oceurred, the latter in
1823, and the former in 1825.

In 1817, Governor Tompkins was chosen Vice President of
the United States, and De Witt Clinton, the ardent and zealous
friend of the system of intcrnal improvements, was clected his
successor. Governor Clinton was re-clected to the same office,
in 1820. In 1821, a convention was called’by an act of the legis-
lature, to revise the constitution. This convention met at Alba-
ny on the third Tucsday of June, 1821. The result of their
deliberatione, was the constitution, under which the state has
becn governed up to the year 1846. This constitution was
ratified by the people, in December, 1821, by a majority of more
than 33,000.

Iu 1822, Mr. Clinton having declined the nomination, Joseph
C. Yates, atthat time Judge of the Supreme Court, was chosen
Governor. Mr. (Jinton was re-elected, however, to that office,
in 1824; and again in 1826. In 1825, the completion of the Erie

‘Canal, and the union of the waters of Lake Erie and the Hud-

son, was celebrated with great rcjoicings.
In 1826, the anti-masonic excitement #mmenced.
The circumstances which led to it were these*  William Morgan, a Royal

., Arch Mason, and a printer by tiade, suid to be a native of Vargima, had taken up

his residenca: int the village of Batavia, Genesee counl.y Not having been suc-
censful 1n business, he, probably from j i determined to
publish a pamphlet, contaming a disclosure of thc st.crets of Masonry. Ihs in-
tentions were discovered hy some of his fellow Masons, who communicated them
to others of thew ovn and adjacent lodges.

On the 11th of Septewber, 1826, Mr. Chocschrough, master of a lodge of Ma-
+ons at Canandaigua, Ontirio county, procured a warrant from Jeffrey Chipman,
a justice of the peace in Canandaigua, to arrest Morgun on charge of stealing a
shirt and cravat. He with others then proceeded to Batavia, arrested Morgan,
and brought him to Canandaigua, before Justice Chipman, who forthwith dis-

charged hum, as not gulty.

He was then nrrcnlul. on a small debt due to one Aaron Ashicy, which
wl h alleged had been assigned to him.  The justice rendered judgment
against Morgun for two dollars, on which, upon the oath of Checsebrough, he in-

* Th account of Morgan’s abduction is abridged frum .lml-w ITamnmond’s Po-
Itical History of New York
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{ to close confif ¢ 10

stantly issued execution, and Morgan was c
Canandajgua jail. v

During the night of the 12th of September, he was clandestinely taken from
jail. by a number of Masons, thrown nto a covered carriage, gagged-and conveyed,
on the eveming of the 14th, to the Canada side of the Niagara river, thence taken

back to the American side, and left 1n in the ine of Fort
Niagara. He remained there till the 29th of September, in charge of Colonel

King, of Niagara county, and one Elsha Adams, at which time he dirappeared,,
and has never since been heard of. The almost universal impression has pre-
vailed that he was murdered at that time, by the direction of members of the

Masonic fraternity.
Measures were instantly taken to investigate this outrage ; but the committees

appointed for this purpose, found themselves constantly thwarted, by members of
the Masomc order, at this tume 1n its most flourishing condition 1n this state.
‘This opposition to an act of justice, excited the most intense feeling, among
those members of commumty not connected with the Masons ; and the excite

ment, which, in ities less j| d by moral principle, would have
prompted to deeds of violence, here found vent at the ballot box ; and for a num-
ber of years, the anti-masons of Western New York, constituted a formudable
political party.

Ere this excitement had reached its highest intensity, Gov-
ernor Clinton died, very suddenly, while conversing with some
friends, on the 11th of February, 1828. This painful event
caused a deep sensation throughout the community.

Governor Clinton, though posscssing some faults, had been an able and zealous
friend of his native state. No man ever did more to p her best i

Amid discouragements which would have appalled ordinary men, he steadily ad-
v and hshed which time has proved eminently conducive

to her welfare. It 18 sufficient proof of his patriotic foresight, that amid the
ridicule of his associates, he dared to stake his rey , on the of the
systemn of internal improvements IHe has left an enduring record of lus fame
the hearts of the people, whom hw enlightened measures have endowed with

plenty and prosperity.

On the decease of Governor Clinton, General Nathaniel
Pitcher, the Lieutenant Governor, officiated the remainder of
the term. In Nove! r, 1828, Martin Van Buren was elected
Governor, and Enos "T. Throop, Lieutenant Governor. Mr.
Van Buren bejng appointed Secretary of State, in March,
1829, resigned his office, and Mr. Throop became acting Gov-
ernor.

During the session of the legislature, in the winter of 1828-9,
on the recommendation of Governor Van Bufen, the Safety
Fund Banking Law was passed. The main features of this
law were conceived and drawn up by Joshua Forman, Esq.
and by him communicated to Governor Van Buren, who by the
aid of Thomas Olcott, Esq. of Albany, matured and presented
it to the legislature.

In the autumn of 1830, Mr. Throop was clected Governor of
the state. During his administration, there were a great num-
ber of applications to the legislature, for aid to construct ¢anals
in different sections of the stutc, involving very large expendi-




BTATE ADMINISTRATIOR. 93

tures, und of douptful pecuniary profit. Some of these, Govern-
or Throop opposed as premature and unwise ; and his opposi-
tion %o them, though probably judicious, materially affected his
popylarity and rendered his re-election improbable.

- In 1832, William L. Marcy was chosen Governor, and John
Tracy, Lieutenant Governor. During the session of 1833, the
bill authorizing the construction of the Chenango canal, a work
uttended with great expenditures, and which was strongly op-
posed, passed the legislature. Mr.Marcy and Mr. Tracy were

- re-clected to office in 1834, by a large majority.

A law was passed, in 1835, dire.ting the enlargement and
improvement of the Erie canal, and the construction of double
locks. This law has involved the state in a debt of some mag-
‘nitude, but when the proposed improvements are completed,
they will unquestionably greatly increase its revenues.

At this session of the legislature, also, the billto provide the
schools of the state with libraries, was passed ; a bill which it is
hoped, will be of incalculable scrvice to ite youth. Governdr
Marcy and Lieutenant Governor Tracy, were, for a third time,
clected to their respective offices. ,

In 1838, the pecuniary depression of the country produced a

.change in the politics of the state, and William H. Seward of

Orange county, was chosen Governor, and Luther Bradish of
¥'ranklin county, Lieutenant Governor.

In 1840, the same gentlemen were re-elected.

In 1842, William C. Bouck, of Schoharie county, was elected
Governor.

In 1844, Silas Wright of St. Lawrence county, who for a

number of yeurs had represdfited the State in the United States
Senute, was clected Governor, and Addisog Gardiner of Suffolk
rounty, Lieutenant Governor.
. In June, 1846, a convention, clected by the people, to revise
and amend the constitution of the state, commenced its session
at Albany, and in October following, reported the constitution
which is found in this work, for the action of’ the people in the
ensuing month 8f November. Itwas adopted by the people by
a majority of more than 20,000 votes.

In November, 1846, John Young of Livingston county, was
elected Governor and Addison Gardiner of Suffolk county,
Lieutenant Governor.

6'
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INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.

Tux system of Internal Improvement, in which New York
has taken the lead, forms an important portion of her hisfory.
It is interesting to trace the progress of the first of these mighty
enterprises, which, in its completion, excited the astonishment
and admiration of the whole confederacy, and even of the states
of Europe.

In 1784, Christopher Colles proposed to the legislature to
improve the navigation of the Mohawk. In 1785, he received
$125, to make investigations relative to this euterprise. He
again came before the legislature in 1786, but became discour-
aged from want of success.

The subject was reterred to by Governor Clinten, in his
specch to the legislature, at the opening of the session of 1791 ;
and ah act passed voncerning roads and inland navigation, di-
ricting the commissioners of the land office, to cause the lands
between the Mohawk and Wood creck, in Herkimer county,
and betwecn the Hudson river and Woad creek, in Washington
county, to be explored, and the probable expense of cunals, be-
tween these points, estimated.

The commissioners reported in 1792, and Governor Clinton
tommunicatcd their rcport, by a message, in which he consid-~
ered the practicability of eflecting the object of the legislature,
at a moderate expense, as ascertained.

Mr. Adgate, Mr. Williams, Mr. Livingston and Mr. Barker,
were the most efficient advocates of this mcasure in the legisla-
ture. Mr. Elkanah Watson also®#rote a number of essays on
the subject, and, thigyear, the Western and the Northern Iuland
Lock Navigation Companies were chartered. General Schuy-
ler, Thomus Fiddy, Jeremiah Van Rensselaer, Barent Bleecker,
Elkanah Watson, and Robert Bowne, were among their most
cflicient advocates.

In 1796, the Western Company completed a canal, two and
three fourth miles long, at Little Falls, and &nother, one and
one quarter miles long, at German Flats; and, in 1797, a canal
from the Mohawk to Wood creek, one and three-fourth miles
long, in all, less than seven miles, with nine locks.

In 1796, finding a reconstruction of their work necessary, they
employed Mr, Weston, an English cngineer; and when their
canal would admit a passage from Schenectady to the Oneida
lake, they had expended nearly $450,000. The tolls, how-
ever, were %0 high, that few used their canal. The Niagara
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company was incorporated in 1798, to make a navigable com-
muaication betWeen Lakes Erie and Ontario. It, however,
never went, into eperation.

The distinguished Governeur Morris seems first to have con-
ceived the idea of a continuous canal between the Hudson and
.Lake Erie. He alluded to it, in a letter to a friend, in 1800,
and communicated it to the lute Simeon De Witts, the surveyor
general, in 1803. His plan, however, was, to have the canal
constructed with a uniform declivity of six inches to a mile, and
without locks, except on the slope of the Hudson. This plan
afterwards proved impracticable.

. In1807-8, Jessc Hawley, Esq., wrote a serics of essuys, which
were published in the Genesee Messenger, urging the impor-
tance of such a canal, and ifs immediate construction.
In 1808, Joshua Forman presented to the legislature, his mem-
qrable resolution, in which, after reciting in the preamble the
various reasons for such a step, he proposes the appointment of
a joint committee, fo tuke into consideration the propriety} of
exploring and causing to be surveyed, the most eligible and/di-
rect route for a canal, to connect the witers of the Hudson and
Lake Erie, to the end that Congress may be enabled %o appro-
priate the necessary sum for the construction of such a work.
This resolution passcd, but so little idea had the legislature
of the sum requisite for such a survey, that they appropriated
only $600 for the purpose. The committee appointed were,
Thomas R. Gold, William W. Gilbert, Obadiah German, and
James L. Hogeboom, on the part of the lhouse, and John Tay-
{or, John Nicholas, and Jonathan Ward, on the part of the
senate. James Geddes, ., at that time a land surveyor,
made the exploration and survey, under the direction of the
surveyor gencral, and, in 1809, reported in favor of such a
route. .
In 1810, on motion of Jonas Platt, Esq., Governcur Morris,
DeWitt Clinton, Stephen Van Renssclaer, Simeon DeWitt,
. William North, Thomas Eddy, and Peter B. Porter, were ap-
pointed commigsioners, to explore the wholc route for inland
navigation, from the Hudson river to Lake Ontario and Lake
Erie.

l Itic Witt Chinton, at that time & member of the senate, was induced to lend a

favorable car to this great project, by the repreacnmti9ns of Mr. Platt and Mr.
.Eddy, the latter of whom appears first to have advised this plan of action.

. The commissioners reported, in 1811, in favor of a canal, and
estimated its cost at $5,000,000. They recommended that the
construction of it should be offered to the nationul government.
, Thé same year a bill was passed, giving power to the com-

.
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missionere, (to whom were added Robert F}:lton arid R. R.
Livingston), to consider all matters relative to the inland ravi-
gation of the state ; to make application to the general govern-
ment, and to any of the states or territories, for aid or coipera-
tion; to ascertain on what terms loans could be obtained, and
at what price the rights of the Western Inland Lock Naviga-
tion Company could be purchased.

The general government having declined to offer aid in the
enterprise, and the adjacent states and territories affording only
their guod wishes, the commissioners in 1812, proposed that the
state should construct the canal without foreign assistance; and
a bill was passed, directing them to procure loans and grants of
land on the propozed route, but forbidding them to commence
the canal.

During the period from 1812 to 1815, the war with Great
Britain diverted all thoughts from this enterprisc, to the more
urgent’one of defending their own firesides from ruthless inva-
sidn ; but, when peace returned, again this. great undertaking
engaged the hearts of community. The Holland Land Com-
pany had granted to the commissioners mere than 100,000
acres of land ; and individuals some 7000 or 8000 more, towards
the completion of the work.

In 1815, those opposed to the canal were so far in the ma-
jority, as to obtain the repeal of the act authorizing the com-
missioners to borrow $5,000,000.

This was, for the time, a virtual abandonment of the canal
policy ; but, with the peace, the hopes and energies of its friends
revived, and, in 1816, D. D. Tomplgns, then governor, recom=-
mended the consideration of the rprise to the legislature,
while a host of petitions, ably drawn up, and numerously signed,
were brought before that body, praying them teo proeceed in this
great enterprie. Among the most forcible of these, was the
petition from New Y ork, drawn up by DeWitt Clinton.

The report of the canal commissioners was full of i They r ded
the ction of the middle section first, as it would be a source of profit, and .
would divert the trade from the 8t. Lawrence. <

A bill was proposed to commence the canal immediately, but
was modified in the scnate, and finally passed, giving the com-
missioners power to take the prcliminary measures, such as
causing a thorough survey and estimate of the expense of the
route to be made, employing engineers, making further effortg
to obtain aid, either from the general, or state governments,
and arranging for leans and grants of land.

In 1817, a bill was passed, authorizing the immediate con-
struction of -#hese works; although in view of their magnitude,.
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\,lternate emogons of hope and fear predominated in the minds
ofithe legislature. There were some who opposed the passage
of the bill. Under the new act, Stephen Van Renssclacr, De-
Witt Clinton, Samuel Young, Joseph Ellicott, and Myron
Holley, were appointed commissionérs.
So much distrust in regard to the result of the enterprise was felt, by thore

' living remote from the line of the canals, that they 1 on the duction of

a clause in the bill, levying a lax of $250,000, upon the Jands contiguous to them.
This, however, was never collected, as the means provided by the commis-
sinners, proved amply sufticient, without resorting to direct taxation.

The ground was first broken for the Eric canal, on the 4th
of July, 1817, at Rome, with appropriate ceremonies. DeWitt
Clinton, then governor of the state, was present, and took purt
in the services on this interesting occasion.

In 1813, the governor congratulated the legislature on the progress of the en-
terprise, and urged themn to persevere i its prosecution. Laws were passed,
‘during the session of this year, authorizing the construction of the Chittenango
canal, and a navigable feeder to the Erie canal; alse, the exannnation’ of,, Buffalo
creck, with a view to the construction of an artificial harbor on the wester 1 ter-
minus of the canal. Al

An act wus likewise passed, improving the financial scheme
of the previous year, and authorizing the commissiohers to ‘ob=
tain a further loan of one million of dollars.

In 1819, measures were taken for the commencement of the
Oswego canal. In October, of the same year, that portion of
the Erie canal extending from Utica to Rome, was opened for
navigation; and the Champlain canal admitted the passage of
boats. From this period all open opposition to the enterprisc
ceased.

In 1820, the property, fight and title of the Western Inland
Lock Navigation Company was transferred to the state, for the
sum of $150,828. Messrs. Y oung, Holley, Seymour, and Bouck,
were designated as acting canal commissioners, and received a
salary for their services; while the remainder of the commis-
sioners received nosalary, and retained only advisory powers.

An act was passed in 1822, directing the construction of a
navigable canal, to connect the Erie canal with the Onondaga
lake and Senecariver. This, inconnection with the act of 1819,
completed the plan of what was afterwards known as the Os-
wego canal.

In July, 1823, the Erie canal was navigable from Sch dy to Roch
The price of wheat, west of the Senega river, in of tlw facilities af-

q

i forded by the canal, bad alrecady advancea fifty per cent.

In 1824, the Champlain canal was reported as finished. Acts
were passed, authorizing further loans for the completion of the
Eriefcanal ; for the constructionof a canal to connect Lake Cham-
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plain with the St. Lawrence, and for fixing the termini®of thw
Erie canal, at Albany and Buttulo. M .

Just at the close of the session, by a most I party ma , De
Witt Clhinton was removed from the office of canial commissioner. This was a
short hived triumph, however, as iy the succeeding autumn, he was elected gow-
ernot, by a large majority, and of course became one of the canal commissioners,
er gfficio.

In 1825, Governor Chinton gratulated the legislature on the prospect of the *
speedy complction of the Enc canal, and Jroposed the extension of the system of
internal improvements, to render the Susquehanna, the Delaware, and other rivers
in the state, navigable, thus affording facihities for bringing into market, the agrn-
cultural wealth of the state.

The canal was completed in October, 1826, and on the 4th of
November, the first canal boat from Lake Erie, having reached
New York, the occasion wis celcbr.uted with rejoicings, such,
perhaps, as have scldom been equaled in this or any other stute

of the union.

The different trades and professions of the city, each with suitable badges and
banners, ﬁ':ned i the long grocession ; an immense squadron of ships, steamers,
harquyS, &c., assernbled in the biy, to witness the cercmony of the wedding of

Lake|Erie with the Atlantic ; and ammd and elog ora-
tions, the glad shouts of the people went up, as with one voice. Medals were
struck, ive of the i mg cvent, and forwarded to the soldiers

;m:d officers ®*of the revolution, and to distinguished men, in our own, and other
ands.

The whole cost of the Erie and Champlain canals was
$9,130,000; the canal debt, at their completion, was 7,738,000 ;
and its interest $413,000. 'The income arising from tolls, the
year after the completion of the canals, was estimated at $750,-
000, excecding, very considerably, the intcrest of the debt. In
18]35, the debt of the canal was extinguished, mainly from the
tolls. .

The year 1826 was the commencement of the railroad policy
In the statc. In that year, Stephen Van Rensselaer and others
received a charter for the construction of a railroad from Al-
bany to Schenectady, with the right of enjoying the profits of .
the enterprise for fifty years.

The state reserved to itself, however, the power of purchasing the road, by
paying to the company the cxcess of the cost, with interest thereon, over the
profits of the work. Ths feature has been incorporated in al® railroad charters
since granted.

In 1827, the legislature made an appropriation in aid of the
Delaware and Hudson canal, and determined on the most fea-
sible route for connecting the Erie canal and Susquehanna
river.

An act was passed in 1832, chartering a company, to con-.’
struct a railroad to connect the Hudson with Lake Erie, run-
ning through the lower ticr of counties; and in 1836, a loan of
the public credit to the amount of $3,000,000, was grantéd to
the company. .
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xln 1833, anact was passed authorizing the construction of the
henango canal, a work involving a large expenditure, but
which, on its completion, opcnedamarket to alarge agricultural
region.

1n 1835, it was found that the size®of thc Erie canal was inad-
equate to the business transacted upon it; and that the locks
were worn by use, and required enlarging, and to be made
double, to fucilitate transportation. The legislature, therefore,
the samc ycar, authorized the application of the surplus reve-
nues, arising from the tolls, to be applied to the enlargement of
the cinal.

In 1336, the legislature directed the construction of the Gene-
see river and Black river ganals, which were soon afier com-
menced.  The financial distress in 1837-8, produced some delay
and timidity in regard to internal improvements. But, in 1828,

- $4,000,000 were appropiated to the enlargement of the Erie
canal, and the credit of the state louned to the Catskill'ard Can-
d]ohane, the Auburn and Syracuse, and the Ithaca and Owego
railroad compunies, to the amount of $8,000,000. The loén to
the New York and Erie railroad company was modjfied at the
same time.

Since that period, several companies have constructed rail-
roads, forming a continuous line between Albany,and Buffalo,
and the whole distance (about 400 miles) is run in less than
twenty-four hours.

The Black River Canal is as yet incomplete,and the Genesee
Valley Canal is only finished as far as Dansville. The New
York and Erie Railroad, after long delays, is now in progress
of construction, and will be completed, probably, intwo or three
years. The Harloem Railroad is also rapidly progressing
toward Albany. It is in contemplation to unite this with the
Housatonic Railroad.

Railrouds have also been projected from Ncw York to Albany
ulong the Hudson 1iver; from Ogdensburg to Plattsburg; from
some point 0}? the Hurlacm Railroad to New Haven, Conn.;
und from Buflalo to Eric, Pennsylvania.

In this conncction, too, the Magnetic Telegraph should be
mentioned. Telegraph lines have been constructed from Al-
bany and Troy to Buffalo, and by way of the Housatonic Rail-
road, to New York city, and others are projected. 'The facili-

| ties aﬂordcd for business trahsactions, by this instantaneous

mode of transmitting intelligence, appear almost incredible. It
is indeed one of the most wonderful discoveries of the present age.
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PURSUITS OF THE PEOPLE,,

In three of the four great departments of national industry, New
York occupies the first rank. Her fertile lands, under the skillful
and scientific cultivation they have received, render her preeminent
in the culture of the #a0il; her commerce is greater than that of any
other state of the confederacy ; her sails whiten every sea, and bring
the productions of every clime to her marts; in manufactures, she
divides the palm with her sister states, Massachusetts and Pennsyl-
vania; in mining operations, though distinguished, she is inferior to
Pennsylvania, and the new states of Missouri, Wisconsin and lowa.

1. Agricurturk. New York, though usually reckoned as one of
the grain growing states, might, from the diversity of its surface, and
the attention paid to the rearing of cattle, be ranked, with equal pro-
pricty, among the grazing states. Its .nountainous districts afford
rich and ample pasturage for the immeuse herds of cattle and sheep
which dot its hills ; and the quantity, or quality, of its dairy products,
arc exceeded by no state of the union.

Herkymer, Oneida, Orange, Delaware, Jefferson, Chenango, Chau-
tauque, Onondaga, Madison, St. Lawrence, Otsego, Steuben, Dutch-
ess, Erie, Tompkins, Washington, Ulster, Westchester, Oswego,
Schobharie, Cayuga, Allegany, Cortland, Monroe, Wayne, Saratoga,
Rensselaer and Putnam, are the most productive dairy counties.

The most prolific grain counties are Monroe, Ountario, Livingston,
Niagara, Dutchess, Columbia, Orleans, Genesee, Cayuga, Onondaga,
Wayne, Oneida, Seneca, Yates, Montgomery, Jeflerson and Albany,
In most of these counties, wheat is the principal grain ; in a few, oats
and corn are the chief crops.

The state Agricultural Society, the county societics connected with
it, and the numerous and ably conducted agricultural journals, have
done much for the improvement of this department of national in-
dustry, in the state. The most improved breeds of cattle, horses, .
sheep, and swine, have been imported ; every new implement of
husbandry, which possesses real value, and every improvement in
farming, 19 readily adopted.

Under the influence of this commendable zcal, much of that por-
tion of the soil, which is naturally sterile, has been reclaimed; the
wilderness has become like a garden, and the desert been made te
bud and blossom as the rose.

2. ComMmerce. In commerce, New York not only stunds fores
most among the American states, but she occupies a yery high posi-
tion among the commercial nations of the world New York city,
her principal scaport, is second only to London in commerce, and
when her vast lake and internal commerce is added to this, it will he
seen that she has but few rivals in this department.

New York has an extensive trade with all the commercial states of
Europe ; with Arabia, India, China, Japan, and the dependencies of
cach ; with the various ports on the coast of Africa and South Amer-
ica; with New Holland, and the islands of the Pacific and Indian
oceans; with the. West Indies, and the various ports of our own
country. .

The internal commerce of the state is principally confined to the
transportation of emigrants and their furniture; the conveyance of
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th\ vast #mount of agricultural produce of this state, and the western
stafes and territor¥es, to tide water, and the return of goods for this
produce. This commerce has increased, with a rapidity far beyond
the expectations of the most sanguine, and is yearly incicasing, at a
ratio of at least ten per cent .

* 3. Manvuracrures. New York has not engaged so cxtensively
i.n the manufacture of the fibrous fabrics, (cotton, woollen and silk
goods), as Massachusctts, although the numnber of manufactories is
great, and annually increastng. Yet, in the preparation of those art1-
cles which first engage the attention of a new state, alter its forests
are, ina measure, cleared, and its people begin to provide for their
own neccssities, she stands forcmost ameng the manufacturing states
of the union.

In the manufacture of Aour, whether we regard the quantity or the
quality, she has no equal in the world. ‘The manufacture of lumber

«is also extensive, and for somc years to come will undoubtedly in-
crease.  The tanning and manufacturing of leather is largely carried
on, in some counties of the state. Salt is made in larger quantities
thun in any other portion of the union, and of superior quality.

The production and manufacture of iron is coming an imfprrtant
interest, yet here she must yield the palm to Pennsylvania. Her
foundrics are the largest in the United States. Distilled and malt
liquors are still produced in very large quantities, amounting to
more than five millions of dollars per annum; the amount of
these, however, is rapidly decreasing.  Brick and hime kilns are very

'« numerous. The other more important manufactures of the state, are
glass, soap, candles, paper, hats, caps and bonnets, machinery, hard-
+ ware and cutlery, carriages, wagons and sleighs, furniture, &c.

4. Mines  The only mines of importance are those of iron and
lead. The ores of iron are extensively diffused throughout the state,
The magnetic oxide occurs 1n vast beds in the counties of Essex,
Chlinton, Warren, and Franklin, and in some portions of St. Law-

erence.  This is a valuable oie, and furnishes a vast proportion of the
malleable iron used in the state,  The specular oxide occurs princi-
pally in St. Lawrence county, and is mainly used for castings.

There are also, in Putnam and Orange counties, mines of magnetic

“oxide, and in several of the western counties, particularly those bor-
«dering on lake, Ontario, are large beds of argillaceaus ore, which is
*well adapted to castings.

The principal lead mines are those of Rossie, St. Lawrence county,
and Wurtzboro’, Sullivan county, but from the abundance and cheap-
ness of the west®rn ore, they cannot successfully compete with it
in market  Sulphurets of copper and zinc have also been discovered
in considerable quantities, in St. Lawrence county, and other scc-
tions, but have not been smelted to any extent

Marble, granite, sandstone, serpentine, gypsum, ochres, the
limestone of which the hydraulic cement is made and marl, are all
found abundantly in the state, and -applied to the purposes of the

-arts, of agriculture, and of architecture. The geological survey of

* the state has been of great service, in developing its mineral and
agricultural resources.

® "The etatistics of the agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and
tines of the state, are exhibited in Tables L., 1L., 111. and IV, at the
close of this work.
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GOVERNMENT OF NEW YORK.

The Government of the ~tate, like that of the United States, i di-.
vided into three departments, viz. the legislative, executive and ju-
diciary. ,

The legislative department consists of a Senate of 32 members, and
a llouse of Assembly of 12§, the dormer elected for two years, the lat-
ter lor one.

The executive consists of the Governor and Licutenant Governor,
who are the chicf exccutive officers, and are elected by the people
fur a term of two years; and the Secretary of State, Comptroller,
‘Treasurer, Attorney General, State Engineer and Surveyor, holding
ollice for two years; three Canal Copnmissioners, and three Inspec-
tors of State Prisons, holding office for three years. The latter are
called administrative officers.

The judiciary comprises the Supreme Court, compos :d of at least
32 judges, (four in cach of the eight districts,) a Court of Appeals,
composed of eight judges, and a County Judge for each of the coun-
tics of the state, who also, (except by special enactment to the con-
tragy,) performs the duties of surrogate. There are also justices of the
peace, and judzes in other courts, not of record. ‘I'hesc judges ure
all clected by the people.

Provision was made by the legislature of the state, during the ses-
sion of 1546, for holding a convention, to revise the constitution of
the state ; and delegates having been clected by the people, met at
Albany, about the first of June, 1846, and in October ensuing, reported
a revised constitution, which wasadopted by the people, at the clece-
tion in November of the same year.

The following is the constitution thus adopted.

CONSTITUTION OF NEW YORK.
Adopted November 3, 1846

We the people of the state of New York, grateful to Almighty God for our free-
dom, in order to secure 1ts blessings, do blish this Constituti

ARTICLE I.

Secel. No member of this statc shall be disfranchised. or deprived of any
of the rights or privileges, secured to any citizens thercof, unless by the law of the
land, or the judgment of his peers. .

See. 2 The trial by jury, in all cases in which it has been heretofore used,
shall remain inviolate forever. But a jury trial may be waived by the partics in
all civil cases, in the manner to he prescribed by law.

Sec. 3. The free excrcise and enjoyment of religi profession and worshiy
without discrimination or preference, shall forever be allowed in this state to all
mankind ; and no person shall be rendered incompetent to be a witness on ac-
count of his op on of relig belief; butthe liberty of conscience
hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or
justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this state.

Sec. 4. 'The privilege of the writ of kabeas corpus shall not be suspended, un-
lesa when, in cases of rebellion or invarion, the public safety may require its
suspension.
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Yec. 5. dExcessive bail shall not be required, nor excenmve fines imposed, nor
shal. gruel and unusu®l punishments be wflicted, nor shall witnesscs be unreason-
ably detained.

Sec. 6. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous
crime, (except in cases of nunpeachment, and in cases of milita when n actual
service; and in the Jand and naval forces 1n tunesof war, or which this state may
keep, with consent of Congress, in time of peace ; and in cases of petit Inrceny,
upder the regulation of the legirlature,) unless on presentnent or indictient of a
grand jury, and 1n any trial, in any court whatever, the party accused shall be al-
lowed to appear and defend in pérson, and,with council, as in civil actions. No
person shall be subject to be twice put in jeopardy for the samc offence; nor
shall he be compelled, 1 any criminal case. to be 8 witness against himself; nor
be deprived of life, hiberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall
private properly be taken for public use witho ¢ just compensation.

Sec. 7. When pnivate property shall be taken for any pubhc use, the compen-
ration to be made therefor, when such compensation is not madc by the sunc.
thall be ascertaiucd by a jury, or by xl)t less than three

* by a court of record, as shall be prescribed by law. Private roads mny be opened
1n the manner to be prescribed by law ; but in every case, the necessity of the
road, and the amount of all dainage to bc sustained by the opening thercof, shall
be*first deterimined by a jury of frecholders, and such amount, together with the
exj of the p ding, shall be paid by the person®o be benefited.

Nee. 8. Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on
all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that night ; and no law shall he passed
o restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of the press. 1n all crinunal prosetu-
tions or indictinents for libels, the truth may be given m evidence to the jury;
and 1f 1t shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as hibellous wtrue, and
was published with good motives, and for justifiable ends, the party shall be ac-
quitted ; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact.

Sec. 9. 'The assent of two-thirds of the | ! d to each b h of the
legislature, shall be requisite to every bill appropriating the public moneys or
property for local or private purposes.

Sec. 10. No law shall be passed, abridging the right of the people to assemble,
and to petition the government, or any department thereof; nor shall any divorce
be granted, otherwise than by due judicial proceedings ; nor shall any lottery here-

, after be authorized, or any sale of lottery tickets allowed, within this state.

Sec. 11. The people of this state, in their right of sovereignty, are deemed to
possess the original and ultimate property in and to all lands within the jurisdic-
tion of the state; and all lands, the title to which shall fau, from a defect of hetrs,
yehall revert, or osch«.at to the pcople.

Nee. 12, All feudal tenures, of every description, with all thewr incidents, are
edcelared to be abolished, saving, however, all rents and serveces certam, which

=at any ume heretofore have been lawfully created or rescrved.

See. 13.  All lands within this state are declared to be allodial, so that, subject
only to the linhihity to escheat, the entirc and absolute property is vested in the

*owners, according tg the of their respective

See. 14.  No lease or grant of agricultural kend, for a longer permd than twelve
years, hercafter made, 1n which ehall be rcsorved any rent or service of any kind,
shall be valid.

&2c. 15. Al fines, quarter sales, or other llke restraiats upon ahcnation re-
eerved in any grant of land, hereafter to be made, shall be void.

Sec. 16.  No purchase or contract for the salc of lands in this etate, made
gince the fourteenth day of October, one thousand and seven hundred and seven-
ty-five; or which may hereafter be mnade, of or with the lndmns. shall be vald,
unless made under the authority, and with the of the 1

See. 17.  Such parts of the common law, and of the acts of the legislature of
the colng{ of New York, as together did form the law of the sawd colony, on the

Jrneteenth day of April, one th d, seven hundred and seventy-five, and the
resolutions of the Congress of the said colony, and of the convention of the state
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of New York, in force on the 20th day of April, one th d, seven hundred
and seventy-seven, which have not since expired, or beef, repealed or alsred,

and such acts of the legislature of this state as are now 1n force, shall be and con-

tinue the lnw of this state, subject to such alterations as the legislature shall
make concerning the same. But all such parts of the common law, and such of
the said acts, or parts thereof %s arc repugnant to this Constitution, arc héreby
abrogated ; and the legislature, at its first session after the adoption of thin Con-
stitution, shall app three issioners, whose duty it shall be to reduce info
a written and systematic code, the whole body of the law of this state, or so
much and such parts thereof as to the said coninussioners shall seem practicable
and expudient. And the said commssioners shall specity such alterations and
amendments therein as they ghall deem proper, and they shall at all times make
report to the legislature, when called upon to do #o; and the legislature shall pass
laws, regulating the tenure of oflice, the filling of vacancies thercin, and the com-
pensation of the said commissioners; and shall also provide for the publcation
of the said code, prior to its being pr d to the legis) for adoption.

Sec. 18. Al grants of land within this gtate. made by the King of Great Brit-
ain, or persons acting under his authority, after the fourteenth day of October,
one thousand, seven hundred and seventy-five, rhall be null and void ; and nothing
contained in this Constitution shall affect any grants of land within this state, made
by the authornty of the said King or his predeceseors, or shall annul any charters to
bodier p$litic and corporate, by lim or them made, before that day ; or shall atfect
any such grants or charters since made by this state, or by persons acting under its
authonty, or shall impair the obhigation of any debts contracted by this state, or
individuals, or bodies corporate, or any other rights of property, or any suits, ac-
tions, l'lgh‘tl of action, or other procecdings n courts of justice.

ARTICLE II.

Sec. 1. Every male citizen of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been
a citizen for ten days, and an tnhabitant of this state one year next preceding any
election, and for the last four wonths a resident of the county where he may
offer hus vote, shall be entitled to vote at such election, 1n the election district of
which he shall at the time be a resident, and not elsewhere, for all officers that
now are or hereafter may be elective by the people; but such citizen shall have
been for thirty days next preceeding the clection, a resident of the district from
which the officer is to be chosen, for whom he offers his vote. But no man of
color, unless he shall have been for three years a citizen of tlus state, and for one
year next preceding any election shall have been seized and possessed of a free-
hold entate of the value of two hundred and fifty dollars, over and above all debts
and i d th and shall bave been actually rated and paid
a tax thereon, shall be entitled to vote at such election. And no person of color
shall be subject to '‘irect taxation unless he shall be seized and possessed of -uch
real estate as aforcsaid.

Sec 2. Laws may be passed, excluding from the right of suffrage, all persons
who have been, or may be, convicted of bribery, of larceny, or of any infamous
crime ; and for depriving every person who shall make, or become directly or in-
directly interested in any bet or wager depending upon the result of any election,
from the right to vote at such election.

Sec. 3. For the purpose of voting, no j shall be d 1 to have gnined
or lost a residence, by reason of his p or ab while ployed 1r the
service of the United States; nor while engaged in the navigation of the waters
of this state, or of the United States, or of the high seas; nor while a student of
any seminary of learning ; nor while kept at any alms house, or other asylum, at
public expense ; nor while confined in any public prison.

Sec. 4. Laws shall be made for ascertaimng, by proper proofs, the citizens

ho shall be entitled to the right of suffrage hereby established.

Sec. 5. All elections by the citizens, shall be by ballot, except for such town
officers a& may by law be directed to be otherwise chosen.
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ARTICLE III.

Su 1. The legislative power of this state shall be vested in a Senate and
Assembly.

, Sec. 2. ‘The Senate shall consist of thirty-two members, and the shall
Jbe chosen for two years. The Assembly shall comsist of one hundred and twen-
ty-eight members, who shall be amnually elected.

Sec. 3. 'The state shall be divided into thurty-two districts, to be called senate
districts, each of which shall choose one senator. The districts shall be num-
bered from one to thirty-two inclusive.
0'Distm:t number one shall consist of the counties of Suffolk, Richmond and

ueens.

District number two shall consist of the county of Kings.

Districts ber three, ber four, ber five, and ber six, shall
of the city and county of New York; and the board of supervisors of said city
and county shall, on or before the first day of May, one thousand eght hun-
dred and forty-seven, divide the said city and” y into the ber of te dis-

stricts to which it is entitled, as near as may be of an equal number of 1nhabitants,
excluding aliens and persons of cologgnot taxed, and consisting of convenient and
of contiguous territory ; and no assembly district shall be divided in the forma-
tion of a senate district. The board of supervisors, when they shall have com-
pleted such division, shall cause certificates thereof, stating the num#er and
boundaries of each district, and the population thereof, to be filed in the office of
the Secretary of State, and of the clerk of said city and county.

District number seven shall ist of the cc ies of Westcl , Pu
and Rockland.

District number eight shall ist of the tics of Dutchess®and Co-
lumbia.

- District number nine shall consist of the counties of Orange and Sullivan.
District number ten shall consist of the counties of Ulster and Greene.
District number eleven shall of the ies of Albany and Sche-
nectady.
District number twelve shall consist of the county of Rensselacr.
Distrlet number thirteen shall consist of the countics of Washington and
Saratoga.
.Crl)iptrict number fourteen shall consist of the counties of Warren, Essex, and
inton.

District number fifteen shall t of the counties of St. Lawrence and
Frankhn.
, District b shall ist of the ics of Herkimer, Hamil-
“ton, Fulton, and Montgomery.
', District ber se: shall ist of the counties of Schoharie and
JJelaware. )
District h ighteen shall ist of the counties of Otsego and Che-
nango.

- District number n geneen shall consist of the county of Oneida.

District number twenty shall consist of the counties of Madison and Os
wego.

District ber y-one shall ist of the jes of Jefferson and
Lowis.

District number twenty-two shall consist of the county of Onondaga.

District number twenty-three shall consist of the counties of Cortland, Broome,
and Tioga.
me.rict number twenty-four shall consnn of the counties of Cayuga and

ayne.

District number twenty-five shall consist of the counties of Tompkins, Sen-
eca, and Yates. -

Distric? number twenty-six shall ist of the ies of BSteuben and
Chemung.
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District number twenty-seven shall consist of the county of Munro®@.

District number twenty-eight shall consist of the counties pf Orleans, Genme,
and Niagara.

District number twenty-nine shall consist of the counties of Onmio and
Livingston.

District number thirty shal consist of the counties of Allegany s.ndWyw
ming.

District number thirty-one shall consist of the county of Erie.

District number thirty-two shall consist of the counties of Chautauque nnd

Cattaraugus. .

Sec. 4. An it of the bi of the state shall be taken, un-
der the direction of the le ture, in the year one th 1, eight hundred and
fifty-five, and at the end of every ten years thereafter; and the said districts shall
be so altered by the leg at the first session after the return of every enu-

meration, that cach senate district shall contain, as nearly as may be, an equal
number of inhabitants, excluding alicns, and persons of color not taxed ; and shall
remain unaltered until the return of another enumeration: and shall at all times
consist of contiguous territory ; and no county shall be divided in the formation
of a senate district, pt such y shall be bly entitled to two or more
Senators. X

Sec. 5. The members of Assembly shall he apportioned among the several
counties’ of this state, hy‘ the lcgnslnture, as nearly as may be, according to the

ber of their respective excluding alicns, and persons of color not
taxed, and shall be chosen by single districts.

T'he several hoards of supervisors, in such counties or this state, as are now
entitled to more than one member of Asseblmy, shall assemble on the first Tues-
day of January next, and divide their respective counties into assembly districts,
equal to the ber of b of A bly to which such countics are now
severally entitled by law, and shall cause to be filed in the offices of the Secretary
or State, and the clerks of their respective counties, a description of such assem-
bly districts, specifying the nuinber of each district, and the population thereof,
according to the last | ling state 10n, as near as can be ascertained.
Each assembly district shall contain, as nearly as may be, an equal number of in-
habitants, excluding aliens, and persons of color not taxed. and shall consist of
convenient and contiguous territory ; but no town shall be divided in the forma-
tion of assembly districts.

The lcgislature, at its first m.samn, after the return of every enumeration, shall
re-eppomon the bers of A v the several counties of this state,

id, and the hoards of supervisors, in such counties as may be
entitled. under such re-apportionment, to more than one” member shall assemble,
at such tume as the legislature making such re-apportionment shall prescribe, and
divide such counti€s into assembly districts, in the wmanner hercin directed ; and
the apportiominent and districts, so to be made, shall remain unaltered, until an”
other ¢numeration shall be taken, under the provisions of the precedmg section.

Fvery county, heretofore estabhished and sep. pt the
county of Hamilton, shall always be entitled to one member-f the Asscinbly, and
no new county shall be herecafter crected, unless its population shall entitle it to
a member.

The county of Hamilton shall elect with the county of Fulton, until the popu-
lation of the county of Hamilton shall, according to the ratio, be entitled’to a
member.

Sec. 6. The members of the legislature shall receive, for their services, n sum

not excpeding three dollars a day, from the of the jon; but
-uch pay shall not exceed, in the aggregnte, three hundred dollars for per dlem
in p dings for imp The limitation as to the ag-

‘gregate compenlation. shall not take effect until the year one thousand, eight

and forty-eight. When convened in extra session, by the Covernor,
they shall receive three dollars per day. They shall also receive the sum of one
dollar for every ten miles they shall travel, in going to, and returning from, their
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place of meeting, on the most usual route. The speaker of the Assembly shall,
in viggue of his offic® receive an additional comnpensation, equal to one-third of
his per diem allowance as a member.

Sec. 7. No member of the legislature shall receive any cm.l appointment
within this state, or to the Senate of the United States, from the Governor, the
.Governor and Senate, or from the Legislature, during the term for which he shall
have been elected ; and all such appointments, and all votes given for any such
member, for any such office or appointment, shall be void.

Nec. 8. No being a ber of Cong or holding any judicial ox
miltary office under the United States, ahall hold a seat in the lem-lature And
if any person shall, after his election as a ber of the legisl , be

to Congress, or appointed to any office, civil or militgry, under the govemmem
of the United States, lus acceptance thereof shall va his seat.

Sec. 9. The elections of Senators and me abers of Assembly, pursuant to the
provisions of this Constitution, shall he held on the Tuesday succeeding the first
Monday of November, unless otherwise directed by the legislature.

Sec. 10. A majority of each houge shall constitute a quorum to do business.

: Eath house shall determine the rules of its own proceedings, and be the judge
of the elections, returns, and qualifications of: its own members; shall choose its
own officers; and the 8 shall ch a y presid when the Lieu-
temant Governor shall not attend as president, or “shall act as Governor.

Sec. 11. Each house shall keep a journal of its proteedings, and pulﬁmh the
same, except such parts as may require secrecy. The doors of each house shall
be kept open, except when the public welfare shall require secrecy. Neither
house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than two days’

Sec. 12. For any speech or debate, in either house of the legislature ghe mem-
bers shall not be questioned in any other place.

Sec. 13. Any bill may originate in either house of the legislature, and all bills

- passed by one house, may be amended by the other.

Sec. 14. The enacting clause of all bills shall be, “The people of the state of
New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows,” and no law
shall be enacted except by bill.

Sec. 15. No bill shall be passed, unless by the assent of a majority of all the
members elected to each b h of the legisl and the question upon the
final passage, shall be taken unmediately upon its last reading, and the yeas and
nays entered on the journal.

“Sec. 16. No private or local bill, which may be passed by the legislature, shall
embrace more than one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title.

Sec. 17. 'The legislature may confer upon the boards of supervisors, of the

several counties of the s@te, such further po of local legislation and admin-
istrition, as they shall from time to timne prescribe.
. ARTICLE 1V, 2
=+ Sec. 1. The executlve power shall be vested in a Governor, who shalb hold
his office for two years; a Lieutenant Governor shall be chosen at the same time,
and for the same term.
° Sec. 2. No persoiy, except a citizen of the United States, shall be eligible td®
the office of Governor; nor shall any person be eligible to that office, who shall
not have attuined the age of thirty years, and who shall not have been five years
next preceding his election, a resident within tlus state.

Seé. 3. The Governor and Lieutenant (;ovemor shall be elected at the times
and places of choosing members of the A ‘The respectively
having the highest number of votes for Governor aml Lieuwmm Governor, shall
beselected ; but in case two, or more, shall have an equal, and the highest, num
, <ber of votes for Governor, or for Lieutenant Governor, the two houses of the

- legislature, at its next annual session, shall. forthwith, by joint ballot, choose one
of the said persons, so having an equal and the highest number of votes for Gov-

~ernor, or Jicutenant Governor.
o Sec. 4. 'The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the military and naval




108 STATE OF NEW YORK.

forces of the state. He shall have power to convene the Iegulnture. (or the Sen-

ate only,) on extmordinuy occasions. He shall by ge, to the
legislature, at every session, the condition of the state, and recommend such mat-
ters to them, as he shall judge expedient. He shall transact all necessary busi-
ness with the officers of government, civil and mihtary. He shall expedite all
such mneasures, as may be'resolved upon by the legislature, and shall take care
that the laws are faithfully executed. He shall, at stated times, receive for his
services, a compensation to be established by law, which shall neither be increas-
ed nor duiminished, after his election, and during his continuance in office.

Sec. 5. The Governor shall have the power th grant reprieves, commutations
and pardons, after conviction, for all offences, except treason and cases of impeach-
ment, upon such condition l?_end with such restrictions and hmitations, as he may
think proper, subject to sucl regulations as may be provided by law, relative to the
manner of lpplymg for pardons. Upon conviction for treason. he shall have
power to susp tion of the until the case shall be reported
to the legislature, at im next meeting. when the legislature shall either pardon, or

the direct the ion, of the or grant a further
reprieve. He shall annually communlcame to the legisiature, each case of re-
prieve, commutation, or pard g ing the name of the convict, the
crime of which he was convicted, t sentence, and its date, and the date of the
commutation, pardon, or reprieve.

Sec. 6 In case of the-ympeachment of the Governor, or his removal from of-
fice, death, inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, resigna-
tion, or absence from the sta‘e, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve
upon the Lieutenant Governor, for the residue of the term, or until the disability

shall ceasg. But when the Governor shall, with the of the legisl
be out of the state, in tlme of war, at the head of the military force thereof, he
shall i in“chief of all the military force of the state.

Sec. 7. The Lieutenant Governor shall possess the same qualifications of eli-
gibility for office as the Governor. He shall be President of the Senate, but shall
only have a casting vote therein. If, during a vacancy of the office of Governor,
the Licutenant Governor shall he impeached, displaced, resign, die, or become in-
capable of performing the dutics of his office, or he absent from the state, the
President of the Senate shall act as Governor, until the vacancy be filled, or the
disability shall cease.

Sec. 8. The Lieutenant Governor shall, while acung as luch mcewe e com-
pensation, to be fixed hy law, and which shall not be i or
during his continuance in office.

Nec. 9. Every bill which shall have d the S and A bly, shall, be-
fore it b a law, be p d to the Governor ; if he approve, he shall sign
it ; but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall
have originated ; w0 shall enter the objections, at large, upon their journal, and
proceed to reconsider it.  If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the mem-
bers present shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objec-
tions, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be re-considered ; and if ap-

ved hy two-thirds of all the members present, it shall become a Jaw, notwith-

nding the objections of the Governor. But in all such cases, the votes of both
houses shall he determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the members,
voting for and agrinst the bill, shall be entered on the journal of each house respec-
tively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor. within ten days, (Sun-
days excepted,) after 1t shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law,
in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the legislature shall, by their adjourn-
ment, prevent its return; in which case it shail not be a law.

ARTICLE v

Sec. 1. The Secretary of State, Comptroll ,and A y General,
shall be chosen at a general election, and shall hold their officed for two years.
Each of the officers in this Article named, (except the Speaker of the A j»embly,)
shall, at stated times, during his continuance in office, receive for his serviges, &
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compensatisn, which shall not be increased or diminished, during the term for
which he shall haveTQwen clected ; ror shall he receive, to his use, any fees or
perqyisites of office, or ather compensation.

Sec. 2. A State Engineer and Surveyor shall be ch atag ] el X
and shall hold his otfice two years, but no person ulmkbo elected to said office
whoris not a practical engineer. °

Sec. 3. Three Canal C insi shall be ck at the g 1 election,
which shall be held next after the adoption of thisaConstitution, one of whom
shall hold his office for one year, one for two years, and one for three years. The
Commissioners of the canal fund”shall meet at the Capitol, on the first Monday of
January, next after such election, and determine by lot, which of sald Commis-
stoners shall hold his office for one year, which for two, and which for three
years; and there shall be elected annually, thereafter, one Canal Commissloner,
who shall holdrhis office for three years.

Sec. 4. Three Inspectors of State Prisons, saall be elected at the general elec-
tion, which shall be held next after the adoption of this C i one of whom
shall hold his office for one year, ongfor two years, and one for three y
‘The Governor, Secretary of State, and %nﬁbr. shall meet at the Capltole.t

the first Monday of January, next succeedi ch election, and determine by lot,
which of said Inspectors shall hold higoffi r one year, which for two, and

wHhich for three years; and therc shal ly, , ong Inepec-
tor of State Prisons, who shall hold hie office for three y&ars ; said Inspectors shall
have the ge and superi i of the State Prisons, and shall appoint all
the officers therein. All vacancies in the office of such Inspector, shall be filled
by the Governor, till the next election. *
Sec. 5. The Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the A bly, Secs: y of

State, Comptroller, Treasurer, Attorney G I, and State Engi and Surveyor,
shall be the Commissioners of the Land Office.
* The Lieutcnant Governor, S 'y of State, Comptroller, T , and At~
torney General, shall be the Commissioners of the canal fund.
The Canal Board shall ist of the Ci i of the canal fund, the

State Engineer and Surveyor, and the Canal Commissioners.

Sec. 6. The powers and duties of the respective boards, and of the several
officers in this Article mcntioned, shall be such as now are or hereafter may be
prescribed by law.

. Sec. 7. The Treasurcr may be ed from office by the Governor, during
the recess of the Legislature, and until thirty days after the commencement of
the next ion of the Legisl h it shall apj to him that such

Treasurer has, in any particular, violated his duty. The Governor shall appoint
8 cqmpetent person to dischgrge the duties of the office, during such suspension
of the Treasurer. . )
Sec. 8. All offices for the weighing, gunging, measuring, cclling or inspecting
Tamdi Y or h +

asy . P , dity, , are herehy
abolished, and no such oflice shall hereafter be created by law ; but nothiiyg in
this ined, shall abrog any office created for the purpose of pro-

tecting the public hea'th or the interests of the State in its property, revenue,
tolls, or purchases, or of supplying the people with correct standards of weights
and , or shall prevent the ion of any office for such purposes here-
after.

° ARTICLE VI.

Sec. 1. The Assembly shall have the power of impeachment, by the vote of
the majority of all the fhembers elected. The court for the trial of impeach-
ménts, shall be posed of the President af the S B or a major

* part of them, and the judges of the court of appeals, or the major part of them.
‘On the trial of an impeachment against the Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor
shall not act as a member of the court. No judicial officer shall exercise his
‘office aftef he shall have been impeached, until he shall have been acquitted.
Before the trinl of an impeachment, the members of the court shall take an oath

. 6
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-

or afli i truly and unp y to try the speachment, according to evi-
dence ; and no § sball be icted, without the con~arrence of two-thurds
of the b Jud, in cases of impeachi shall not d

p ag 2
further than to removal from office, or removal from office and disqualification
to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit umder this State; but the
party inmpenc hed shalt bi@ to imdictment, and pumisinnent according to law.

Sec. 2. There shall be a Court of Appeals, composed of eight judges, of whom
four shall be elected by the electors of the State for cight years, and four selected
from the class of Justices of the Supreme Court having the shortest time to serve.
Provision shall be made by law, for -designating one of the numnber elected, as
chuef judge, and for sclecting such Justices of the Supreme Court, from time to
tinie, and for so classifying those elected, that one sball be elccted every second
year.

Sec. 3. There shall be 2 Bupreme Court having general juriediction in law
and equity.

Sec. 4. The State shall be divided into ¢ight judicial districts, of which the
city of New York shall be one ; the othesp to be bounded by county lines and to
# compact and equal 1 population as nearly as may be. There shall be four
Justices of the Supreme Court il h district, and as many more in the district
composed of th: city of New York, as y from time 1o tumc be authorized by
law, but not 10 exceed in the whole sucB®number in proportion to 1ts population,
as shall be in conformuty*with the nuinber of such Judges 1n the residue of the state
in prop 10 its popul They shall be classified so that onc of the justices
of each district shall go out of oflice at the end of every two years. After the cx-
piration of their terins under such clssification, the term of sheir office shall be
eight years.

Sec. 5. The Legislature shall have the same powers to alter and regulate the
Jjurisdiction and procecedings 1n Iaw and equaty, as they have heretofore possessed.

See. 6. Provision may be mnade by law for demignating from time to time, one o7
more of the saud justices, who 15 nota judge of the court of appealy, to preside at
the general tenns of the smid court to be held in the several districts.  Any three
or more of the said justices, of whom one of the said justices so desgnated, shall
always be one, may hold such general terms.  And any one or more of the Jjustices
may hold special terms and circuit courts, and any one of them may preside in
courts of oyer and teriminer 1n any county;

Sec. 7. The judges of the court of ap and justices of the supreme court
shall severally receive at stated tunes for their services, a compensation to be
established by law, which shall not be increased or diminished during their con-
tinuance in office.

Sec. 8. They shall not hold any other office or public trust. All votes for
either of them, for any elective oftice (except that of justice of the supreme court,
or Judge of the caurt of appeuls,) given by the Legislature or the people, shall he
void. They shall not exercise any power of appointinent to public office. Any
male citizen of the age of twenty-one years, of good moral ‘chasacter, and who
¥ the req qualifications of lcarmung and ability, shall be entitled to ad-
mission to pracuce in all the courts of this state.

Sec. 9. 'T'he classification of the justices of the suprenie court ; the timesand
place of holding the terms of the court of appeals, and of the general and wpecial
terms of the supreme court within the several districts, and the circwit courts and ©
courts of oyer and tennmer within the several counties, shall be provided for by
law.

Sec. 10. The testimony n cquity cases shall be taken in like manmer as in
cases at law. -

Sec. 11. Justices of the supremec court and judges of the court of appeals,

of the Legi @

may be d by rent lution of both H , If
two-thirds of all the b )| d to the A bly, and a majority of all the
memb lected to the S herei All judicial officers, pt those

mentioned in this section, and except justices of the peace, and judges and jus-
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°
tices of inferior courts not of record may be removed by the Senate on the recom-
dation of the G , ; but no removal ghall be made by virtue of this sec-
tion, ; uniess the cause thereof be entered on the journals, nor unless the party
complained of, shall huve been served with a copy of the complamt against him,
and shall have had an opportunity of being heard in defence. On the ques-
Jtion+of removal, the ayes and noes shall be entercd on Jjournals.

See. 12.  The judges of the court of appeals shall be elected by the el of
the state, and the justices of the supremne court by the electors of the several judi-
cial districts, at such times as may be prescribed by law.

Sec. 13. Jn case the office of'any judge of the court of appeals, or justice of
the supreme court, shall hecome vacant before the expiration of the regular term
for which he was elocted, the vacancy may be filled by appointment by the Gav-
ernor, until it shall be supphed at the next general election of judges, when it shall
be filled by election for the residue of the unexpired term.

See. 14. There shall be elected n each of the counties of this state, except
the city and county of New York, one count, judge, who shall hold his office for
four years. He shall hold the countycourt, and perform the duties of the :x

e of surrogate. ‘I'he county court shall have such jurisdiction in cases arisi;
Justicos courts, and in special cnses, as the ’glslnture may prescribe ; but shall
have no original civil jurisdiction, ex in such special cases.

The county judge, with *wo justic the peace to be designated accqrding to
law, may hold courts of sessions, with such criminal jfrisdiction as the Legisla-
ture shall prescribe, and perform such other duties as may be required by law.

The county judge shall receive an annual salary, to be fixed by the board of
supervisors, which shall be neither increased nor diminished during his contifu-
ance in office. The justices of the peace, for services in courts of sessigns, shall
be paid a per diem allowance out of the county treasury.

In having a popul ding forty th d, the Leg may

< provide for the election of a separate officer to perform the duties of the office of
surrogate. -

The legslature may confer equty jurisdiction, in special cases, upon the county
Judge.

Inferior local courty, of civil and criminal jur ion, may be blished by
the Legislaturc in citics ; and such courts, except for the citics of New York and
Buffalo, shall have an uniform tion and jurisdiction 1n such cities.

Sec. 15. The Legisl may, 1 ion of the board of supervisors, pro-
“vide for the clection of local officers, not to cxceed two in any county, to dis-
charge the duties of county judge and of surrogate, in cases of their inability, or of
a vacancy, and to exercisc such other powers, in special cases, as may be provided

Yy law.
b Sec. 16. The Legisl may reorganize the judicial districts #®the first
' after the return of every enumeration under this C: ion, M the pro-
syyded for in the fourth section of this article and at no other time ; and_they
may, at such ion, i or diminish the ber of districts, but such in-
crease or diminution shall not be more than onc district at any one time. Each
district shall have foug justices of the Supreme Court ; hut no diminution of the
districts shall have the cffect to remove a judge from office.

Sec. 17. 'The electors of the scveral towns, shall, at their annual town meet-
ing, and mn such as the Legisk may direct, elect justices of the peace,
whose term of office shall be four years. In case of an election to fifl & vacancy
occurring before the expiration of a full term, they shall hold for the residue of the
unexpired term. ‘Their number and classification may be regulated by law. Jus-
uiges of the peace, and judges or justices of inferior courts#ot of record, and their
Cclerks, may be removed after due notice and an opportunity of being heard in

*their defence by such county, city or state courts, as may be prescribed by law,
for causes to be assigned in the order of removal. X

Sec. 18, Al judicial officers of cities and villages, and all such Judicial offi-
cers as may be created therein by law, shall be clected at such times and in such
manner as the Legislature may direct.




112 STATE OF NEW JNORK.

Sec. 19. Clerks of the several counties of this state shall bo clerks of the Su-
preme Court, with such powers and duties as shall be presc¢ied by law. A clerk
fot the Court of Appeals. to be cx officio clerk of the Supreme Court, and to keep
his office at the seat of government, shall be chosen by the eclactors of the State ;
he shall hold his office for three ycars, and his compensation shall be fixed by law
and paid out of the pub Aaury.

Sec. 20. No judicial officer, except justices of the peace, shall receive to hiy
own use, any fees or perquisites of office.

See. 21. The Legisl may 1ze the jud d and decisi
of any local inferior court of record of original civil jurisdiction, estabhshed in a
city, to be removed for review directly into the Court of Appeals.

Sec. 22. The Legislature shall provide for the speedy publication of all statute
laws, and of such judicial decisions as it may dcem expedient. And all laws and
judicial decisions shall be frce for publication by any p

Sec. 23. Tribunals of conciliation may be established, with such powers and
duties as may be prescribed by law, but such tribunals shall have no power to
Rd“ ndg to be obligatory on the parties, pt they 1ly submil

ir matters in diffcrence and agree to abide the judgment, or assent thereto, in
the p! of such trit , in sifigh cases as shall be prescribed by law.

Sec. 24. 'The Legislature at its first ion after the adoption of this Consti-
tution, ghall pi ide for the app of three commissioners, whose duty it
shall be'to revise, reforuf. «implify and abridge the rules and practice, plcadings,
forms and proceedings of the courts of record of this state, and to report thereon
to the Legisiature, subject to their adoption and modification from time to time.

*Sec. 23. The Legslature, at its first ion after the adoption of this Consti-
tution, shall provide for the organization of the Court of Appeals, and for trans-
ferring to it the business pending 1n the Court for the Correction of Errors, and for
the allowance of writs of ¢rror and appeals to the Court of Appeals, from the judg-
ments and decrees of the present Court of Chancery and Supreme Court, and of
the courts that may be organized under this Constitution.

ARTICLE VII.

Sec. 1. After paying the expenses of collection, superintendence and ordinary
tepairs, there shall be appropriated and set apart in each fiscal year, out of the
rcvenues of the state canals, commencing e first day of Junc, ane thousand
cight hundred and fortysix, the sum of illion and three hundred thousand
dollars, until the first day of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, ana
from that time, the sum of one million and seven hundred thousand dollars in each
fiscal year, as a sinking fund, to pay the interest and redeem the principal of that
part of the state debt called the canal debt, as it existed at the time first aforesaid,
and including (free hundred tt d dollars then to be borrowed, until the samne
shall be wholly paid ; and the principal and mcome of the said sinking fund shall
be sacredly applied to that purpose.

Scc. 2. After complying with the provisions of the first scction of this articic,
there shall be appropriated and set apart out of the surplus revenues of the state
canals, in each fiscal year, commencing on the first day of June, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-six, the sum of three hundred ana fifty thousand dollars,
until the time when a sufficient sum shall have been appropriated and set apart,
under the said first section, to pay the interest and extinguish the entire principal
of the canal debt; and after that period, then the sum of one million and fiye hun-
dred thousand dollars in each fiscal year, as a sinking fund, to pay the interest and
redeem the principal of that part of the statc debt called the General Fund debt,
including the debt for loans of the state credit to railtoad companies which have
failed to pay the interest thereon, and also the contingent debt on state stuoks
loaned to incorporated companies which have hitherto paid the interest theréon,

whenever and as far as any part th f may b a ge on the Treagry
or General Fund, untl the same shall be wholly paid; amd the principal and" in-
come of the said last mentioned sinking fund shall be y applied'to the pur

pose aforesaid ; and if the payment of anhy part of the ys to the said sinking
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fund shall aany umg‘ deferred, by reason of the priority recognized in the first
rection of this article;'the sum so deferred, with quarterly interest thereon, at the
then&urrent rate, shall be paid to the last mentioned einking fund, as soon as it
;n: be done consistently with the just nights of the creditors holding said canal
ebt.
« Seée. 3. After paying the said expenses of -upenu&dence and repairs of the
canals, and the sums appropriated by the first and second sections of this article,
there shall be paid out of the surplus revenues of the canals, to the Treasury of
the State, on or before the thirtigth day of September, in each year, for the use
and henefit of the (-enerul Fund, such sum; not exceeding two hundred thousand
doll as may be required to defray the necessary expenses of the state; and the
remainder of the revenues of the said canals shall, in each fiscal year, be applied,
in such as the Legsl shall direct, to the completion of the Erie Ca-
nal enl and the G Valley and Black River canals, unti the said
canals ehall be completed.
If at any time after the period of eight years from the adoption of this Consti-
tution, the revenues of the state, unappropriated by this article, shall not be suffj-
“cient to defray the neccessary expenses of the government, without continuing or
laymg a direct tax, the Legislnture may, at its discretion, supply the deficiency, 1in
whole or in part, from the surplus reggnues of the canals, after complying with
the' pmvn.-mm of thr first lwo rections of this article, for paying the interest and

exting the principal of the Canal and General Fund debt ; but the sumn thus
'\ppmpnated ﬁom ‘the nurplml T of the Is shall not d

three hundred and fifty th d doll including the sum of two hundred lhqu
rand dollars, ded for by this section for the exp of the gover until

the Gencral Fund debt shall be extinguished, or until the Ene Canal EnlArgement
and Genesee Valley and Black River Canals shall be completed, and after that
debt shall be paid, or the said canals shall be completed, then the sum of eix hun-
*dred and seventy-two thousand five hundred dollars, or so much thereof as shall
he necessary, may be annually appropriated to defray the expenses of the govern-

' ment.

Sec. 4. The claims of the state agninst any incorporated company to pay the
interest and redecm the principal of the stock of the state, loaned or advanced to
such company, shall be fairly enfo , and not released or compromised ; and the
moneys arising from such claim%ll be set apart and apphed as part of the
sipking fund provided in the second section of this article. But the time limited
for the fulfiliment of any condition of any rel or promise h made
or provided for, may be extended by law.

Nec. 5. If the sinking funds, or either of them, provided in this article, shall
proye insufficient to enable the state, on the credit of such fund, to procure the

, means to satisfy the claims of the creditors of the statc, as they become payable,
thé Legislature shall, by equitable taxes, so increase the revenués of the said funds
‘e to mike them, respecuvely, sufficient perfectly to preserve the public faith.
Every contribution or advance to the canals, or their debt, from any source, vther
than ther direct revenues, shall, with quarterly interest, at the rates then cur-
fent. be repad into tise Treasury, for the use of the state, out of the canal reve-
nues, as soon ag it can be done consisteatly with the just rights of the creditors
holding the said canal debt.

See. 6. The Legislature shall not eell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any of the
canald of the state ; but they shall remain the property of the state and under its
management, forever.

Sec. 7. 'The Legislature shall never sell or dispose of the salt springs, belong-
ing to this state. The Jands oomnguous thereto and which may be necessary and
- «onvenient for the use of the salt springs, may be sold by authority of Jaw, and

°. under the direction of the commissioners of the land office, for the purpose of in-
vesting the ys ansing therefi in other lands alike convenient ; but by
esuch sale ¢and purchase the aggregate quantity of these lauds shall not be dimin~




114 STATE OF NEW YORK.

Sec. 8. No moneys shall ever be paid out of the treuuurxpr this sthte, or any
of its funds, or any of the funds under its inp of an
appropriation by law ; nor unless such payment be made within two years ext
after the passage of luch appropriation act ; and every such law, making a new
appropriation, or continuing or geviving an approprmnon. shall distinctly specify
the sum appropriated, and the object to which it is to be nppued and it shall not
be sufficient for such law to refer to any other law to fix such sum.

Sec. 9. ‘The credit of the state shall not, in any manner, be given or loaned te,
or in aid of any individual, association or corporalion.

Sec. 10. The state may, to meet casual deficits or fa in or for

not provided for, debts, but such debu, direct and contangent,
llngly or in the aggregate, shall not at any time, exceed one million of dollars ; and
the moneys arising from the loans creating such debts. shall be applied to tln. pur-
pose for which they were obtained, or to repay the debt so contracted, and to no
other purpose whatever.

Sec. 11. In addition to the above limited power to contract debts, the state
may contract debts to repel invasion, suppréss insurrection, or defend the state in
war; but the money arising from the contracting of such debts shall be applied
to the purpose for which 1t was raised, or to repay such debts, and to no other
purpose whatever.

Sec. 18. Except the d~bta specified in the tenth and eleventh sections of this
article, no debt shall be hereafter contracted by or on behalf of this state, unless
such debt shall be authorized by a law, for some rsingle work or object, to be dis-
tingtly specified therein ; and such law shall impose and provide for the collection
of a direct annual tax to pay, and sutlicient to pay the interest on suych debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal of such debt within eighteen
years from the time of the contracting thereof

No such law shall take effect until it shall, at a general election, have heen sub-
mitted to the people, and have received a majonity of all the votes cast for and
against it, at such election.

On the final passage of such bill in either house of the Legislature, the question
shall be taken hy ayes and noes, to be duly entered on the journals thercof, and
shall be : “ Shall this bill pars, and ought the same to receive the sanction of the
people 7’

The Legislature may at any time, after th*pprovnl of such law by the people,
if no debt shall have been contracted in pursuance thereof, repeal the same; and
may at any time, by law, forbid the contracting of any further debt or linhllny
under such law ; but the tax imposed by such act, in proportion to the debt and
liability which may have been contracted, in pursuance of such Jaw, shall remain
in force and be irrepealable, and be lly collected, until the proceeds thercof
shall have made the provision herein before specified to pay and discharge the in-
terest and principal of such debt and liability.

The money arising from any loan or stock creating such deht or liability, rhah’
be applied to the work or object specified in the act autherizing such debt or lia-
bility, or for the repayment of such debt or hability, nud ror no other purpose
whatever.

No such law shall be nubmmed to be voted on, within thrne months after itw

or at any g . when any other law, or any bill, or any amend-
mem to the Constitution ehall be submitted to be voted for or agninst.

8ee. 13. Every law which imposes, continues or revives a tax, shal] distinctly
state the tax and the object to which it is to be applied ; and 1t shall not be suffi-
cient to refer to any other law to fix such tax or object.

Sec. 14. On the final passnge, in either house of the Logisinture, of every aet
which imposes, continues, or revivesa tax, or creates a debt or charge, or makes,
continues or revives any appropriation of public or trust-money or property, or re-
leases, discharges, or commutcs any claim or domand of the state, the question
shall be taken by ayes and noes, which shall be duly cntered on the Journdls, and
three-fifths of all the members elected to either house, rhall, in all such cases, be
pecessary to constitute a quorum therein.
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ARTICLE Vi

*
Sec; 1. Corporations may be forined under general laws; but shall not he
ercat&d by special act, except for municipal purposes, and in cases where n the
of the Legsl e, l.hc, bj of the mrponuon cannot be attamned un-
der general laws.  All g l laws and sp i agts passed pursuant to ths sec-
uon, way be altered from time 1o time, or repealed.
Nec. 2. Dues from corporations shall be secured by such individunl hability of
tife corporators, and other means, as may be prescribed by law.
Sec. 3. The term corporations, as used ip this aruicle, shall be construed to in-
clude all associations and jowt-stack companies having any of the powers or
privileges of corporations not possessed by individuals or partnerships. And all

. corporations shall have the right to sue, and shall be subject to be sued, 1n all courts

-

i hke cases as matural persons. -

Sec. 4. The Legistature, shall have no nower to pass any act granting any
special charter for banking purposes ; but :orporations or associations may be
forined for such purpores under general laws.

« Arec. 5. The Legislature shall hav®no power to pass any law sanctionmng in
any manner, directly or indirectly, the suspension of specie pay by any per-
son, association or corporation issuing bank notes of amy description.

Aec. 6. The Legislature shall provide by law for the registry of all lu'nuor
notes, issued or put in circulation as money, and shali raquire ampie security for
the redemption of the same in specie.

Nec. 7. ‘The stockbolders in every corporation and joint-stock association for
bhanking purposes, issuing bank notes or any kind of paper credits to circuiate as
money, after the first day of J 'y, one th d eight dred and fifty, shall

be individually responsible to the of ‘heir respective sbare or 8h of
stock 1n any such corporation or association, for all 1ts debts and habilities of every
-kind, contracted after the said first day of J 'y, one th d eight hundred and
fifty.

Nee. 8.  In case of the insolvency of any bank er banking association, the bill-
bolders thereof shall be entitled to preference in payment, over all other creditors
of such bank or association.

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide for the organization
of cities and ncorporated villages, apd to restrict their power of taxation, assess-
ment, bormwmg money, contracting debts and loaming their credit, so as to pre-

cht in , and in ing debts by such municipal corpora-

tions.

ARTICLE IX.
« See. 1. The capital of the C School Fund ; the capital of the Literature
Fund, and the capital of the United States Daposit Fund, shall be respectively pre-
4erved inviolate. . The revenue uf the said Common School Fu.d shall be apphed
Yo the t of on schools ; the revenues of the said Laterature Fund shall

be appl d to the pport of acad and the sum of twenty-five thousand dol-

lars of the revenues of the l/mted States ])epmm Fund shall each year be appro
printed to and made aypart of the capital of thie said Common School Fund.
ArTrcL® x.

Sec. 1. Sheriffs, clerks of countics, including the register and clerk of the city
and caunty of New York, coroners, and district attorneys, shall be chosen, by the
clectors of the respective counties, once 1 every three years, and as often as vaecan-
cies shall happen. Sheriffs shall hold no other office, and be ineligible for the next
three years after the termination of their offices. They may be required by law,
to"renew their seeunty, from time to time ; and in default of giving such new

_seCurity, their offices shall be deemed vacant.  But the county shall never be made
rerponsible for the acts of the shenfT.

The Governor may remove any officer, in this section mentioned. within the
%erm for ®hich he shall have been elected ; giving to such officer a copy of the
charges against mm, and an opportunity of belng heard in his defence,
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Sec. 2. All county officers whose election or appointment is not pgovided for,
by this Constitution, shall be elected by the electors of the refpective counties, or
appointed by the boards of’ supervisors, or othrsc county authofities, as the Leguh—
ture shall direcct.  All city, town and village officers, whose election or appeint-
ment is not provided for by this Constitution, shall be elected by the electors, of
such cities, towns and villages, €r of some division thereof, or appointed by such
authorities th f. as the Legsl shall desi| for that purpose. All other
officers whose election or appointment is not provided for by this Constitution, and
all officers whose offices may hereafter be created by law, shall be elected by the
people, or appointed, as the Legisl may direct.

Sec. 3. When the duration of any office, 18 not provided by this Constitution, it
may be declared by law, and if not so declared, such office shall be huld. during the
pleasure of the authority making the appointment.

Sec. 4. The time of electing all officers named in this article shall be prescribed
by law.

Sec. 8. ‘The Legislature shall provide for filling vacancies in office, and in case
of clective officers, no person appomted to.ﬂll a vacancy shall hoid his office by
virtue of such appointment longer than the commencement of the political year
next succeeding the first annual election after the happening of the y.

Seb. 6. The political year and legislative term, shall begm on the first day of
January ; and the Legislature shall every year assemble on the tlut Tuesday n
January,’unless a differerf, day shall be appointed by law.

Sec. 7. Provision shall bc made by law for the removal, for misconduct or mal-
versation in office, of all officers (except judwial) whose powers and duties are not
locai or Iegulauve, and who shall be ¢l d at g 4, and also for sup-
plying d by such 1

Sec. 8. The Legmlnmte may declare the cases in which any office shall be
deemcd vacant, where no provislon is made for that pury in this Cc

ARTICLE XI.

Sec. 1. The militia of this state, shall at all times hereafter, be armed and dis-
enplmed nnd in readmm for service ; but all such inhabitants of this state, of any
, 88 l'rom seruples of i may be to
bearing arms, shall he oxcuwd therefrom, upon such conditions as shall be pre-
scribed by law.

Sec. 2. Militia officers shall be chosen, or appoi i
subnlterns and non-commissioned officers shall chosen by the written votes of the
members of their respective companies. Field officera of regiments and separate
battalions, by the written votes of the commussioned officers of the respective regi-

1 PR

ments and separate battahons ; brigadier g I8 and brignde inspectors, by the
field ofticers of their respecnvo hngndes, lm_]nr gem'mlu, brnigadier gencerals aud
commanding officers of i or shall appoint the stafl”

officers to their respective divisions, hﬂgadca. regiments or separate battalions.

Sec. 3 The Governor shall nominate, and with the consent of the Senatey '

pp all major Is. and the cc isRary g L. The adj general and
other chiefs of staff departments, ang the aids de- -camp of the commander -in-chief
shall be appointed by the Governor, and their commissions shall expire with the
time for which the Governor shall have been elected. The commissary general
shall hold his office for two years. He shall give security for the faith(ul execu-
tion of the dutics of his office, in such manner and amount as shall be prescribed
by law.

Sec. 4. 'The Legislature shall, by law, direct the timo and nanner of electing
militia officers, and o certifying their elections to the Governor.

Sec. 5. The commissioned officers of the militin shall be commiﬂnm by the
Governor ; and no commissioned officer shall be removed from office, unicss by
the Honnte on ﬂu. recommendation of the Governor, stating the grounds on which
such \| ded, or by the decision of a court martal, pursuant to

*law. The prmnl. officers of the nulitin shall hold their commissions aubject to
removal, as hefore provided.
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Sec. 6. In case thg mode of clection and appointment of militia officers hereby
directed, shall not be-found conducive to the improvement of the militia, the Le-
gislathre may abolish the same, and provide by law for their appointment and
removal, if two-thirds of the members present n each house shall concur therein,

L * ARTICLE XIIL '
Sec. 1. Members of the Legislature and all officers, exccutive and Jjudicial,
except such inferior officers ns may he by law exempted, shall, before they enter

on the duties of their respective offices, take and subscribethe following oath or
affirmation : — ’

I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will support the
Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution of the state of New York ;

and that I will €aithfully discharge the duties of the office of according
to the best of my ability.”

And no other oath, declaration, or test shall be required as a qualification for any
office or public trust.

ARTICLE XIII,

Sec. 1. Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be proposed
in the Senate and Assembly ; and if the same shall be agreed to by a majority of
the, members elected to each of the two h , such proposed d or
amend ta shall be entered on their journals, with the y.:as and nays taken there-
on, and referred to the Legislature to be chosen at the next general election of
Senators, and shall be published for three hs previous to the time of making
such choice, and if in the Legsl 80 next ch fc d, such propoeed

or d shall be agreed to, by a majority of all the members
elected to each house, then it shall be the duty of the Legisiature to submit such
proposed amend t or d to the people. in such manner and at such
tume as the Legislature shall prescribe ; and if the people shall approve and ratify
such a d or | by a majority of the electors qualified to vote for
1} of the Legs] e, voting thereon, such amendment or amendments shall

' become part of the constitution.

Sec. 2 At the general election to be held in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
six, and in each twenticth year thereafter, and also at such time as the Legislature
wny by law provide, the question, * Shall there be a Convention to revise the Con-
stitution, and amend the same 7 shall be decided by the electors qualified to vote
fop bers of the Legisl ; and in case a majority of the electors so qualified,
voung at such election, shall decide in favor of a Convention for such purpose, the
Legislature at its next session, shall provide by law for the election of delegates to
such Convention.

- ARTICLE XIV.

¢, Sec. 1. The first election of enators and Members of Assc.nbly, pursuant to
the provisions of {his Constitution, shall be held on the Tuesday succeeding the
fifst Monday of November, one th d eight hundred and forty-seven. :

The S and Members of A bly who may be in office on the first day of

y. one th d cight hundred and y-scven, shall hold their offices until
and including the thn?y-ﬂm day of Decembgr following, and no longer.

Sec. 2. The first election of Governof, and Lieutenant-Governor under this
Constitution, shall he held on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of Novem-
ber, one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight ; and the Governor and Lieutenant-
Governor in office when this Constitution shall take effect, shall hold their respect-
ive offices until and including the thirty-first day of December of that year.

Ser. 3. The Sccretary of State, Comptroller, T , Attorney G
District Attormey, Surveyor General, Canaf Commissioners, and Inspectora of State

« Prisons, in office when this Constitution shall take effect, shall hold their respective
‘offices until and including the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-seven, and no longer.
® Sec. 4. The first election of judges and clerk of the Court of Appeals, justices
of the Supreme Court, and county judges, shall take piace at such time between
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the first Tuesday of April and the second Tuesday of Junep®ne thousand gight
hundred and forty-seven, ns may be prescribed by law. The said courts ghall
respectively enter upon their duties, on the first Monday of July, next thereafter ;
but the term of office of said judges, clerk and justices, as declared by this Consti-
tution, ehall be deemed to comnmence on the first day of January, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-eight.

Sec. 5. On the first Monday of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-
s2ven, jurisdiction of all suits and proceedings then pending in the prescnt supreme
court and court of chancery, and all suits and proceedings originally commenced
and then pending in any court of cominon pleas, (except in the city and county of
New York,) shall become vested in the suj court hereby blished. Pro-
ceedings pending in courts of common pleas, and in suits originally commenced in
Justices courts, shall be traneferred to the county courts provided for in this Congti-
tution, 1n such manner and form, and under such regulation as shall be provided
by law. The courts of oyer and tcrminer hereby established, shall, in their re-
spective counties, have jurisdiction, on ang after the day last mentioned, of all
indictments and proceedings then pending in the present courts of oyer and termi-
ner, and also of all indictiments and procecedings then pending i the present courts
of general sessions of the peace, except in the city of New York, and except in
cases of which the courts of i hereby blished, may lawfully take cogm-
zance ; and of such indictt and pr gs as the courts of sessions herchy
established, shall have jurisdiction, on and after the day last mentioned.

Sec. 6. The ch llor and the pre: ¥ court shall, respectively, have
power to hear and determine any of such suits and proceedings ready on the first
Monday of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, for hearing or decis-
ion, and shall, for their services therein, be entitied to their present rates of coin-
pensation, until the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-cight, or
until all such suits and proceedings shall be sooner beard and determined.  Mas-
ters in chancery may continue to exercise the functions of their office, in the court
of chancery, so long as the Chancellor shall continuc to cxercise the functions of
his office, under the provisions of this (Constitution.

And the Supreme Court hereby estabhished, shall also have power to hear and
determine such of said suits and proceedings as inay be prescribed by law.

Sec. 7. In case any vacancy shall occur in the office of chancellor or justice of
the present Supreme Court, previously to the first day of July, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-eight, the Governor may nominate, and hy and with the advice
and of the & ppoint a proper person to fill such vacancy. Any
Judge of the court of appeals, or justice of the supreme court, elected under this
Constitution. may recewve and hold such appomntment. ~

Sec. 8. The offices of chancellor, justice of the existing supreme court, circuit

Judge, vice-ch: Kor, assi vice llor, judge of the existing county courts .
of each county, suy court r, in ch Yo in.

hancery, and surrogate, (; pt as herein otherwise provided,) are abolished from
and after the first Monday of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven,
(1847.)

Sec. 9. The Chancellor, the justices of the prresent supreme court, and the
i Jjudges, are hercby declared to be severally eligible to any office at the first
election under this Constitution.

Sec. 10. Sherifls, clerks of counties, (including the register and clerk of the
city and county of New York,) and justices of the peace, and coroners, in office,
when this Unonatitution shall take effect, shall hold their respective offices until the
expiration of the term for which they were respectively vlected.

See. 11.  Judjcial oflicers in office when this Constitution shall take cffect, may
continue to recgive such feesand perquisites of office as are now authorized by
law. until the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, not-
withstanding the provisions of the twentieth section of the sixth article of this
Constitution,

Sec. 12. Altlocal courts established in any city or village, including the Supe-
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rior Court, fommon ‘;ﬁan, Sessions and Surrogate’s Courts of the city and connty
of New York, shall rentain, until otherwise directed by the Legslature, with their
preseat powersand junisdictions ; and the judges of such courts, and any clerks
thereof in oflice on the first day of J; 'y, one th d eight hundred and forty-

! sever), shall continue in office until the expiration of their terms of office, or until
the Legislature shall otherwise direct. . .

Sec. 13, This Constitution shall be in force from and including the first day of
January, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, except as herein otherwise
provided. .

Done in convention, at the capitol, 1n the ity of Albany, the ninth day of Octo-
ber, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, and of the Independence
of the Uniteg States of America, the seventy-first.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names.

JOHN TRACY, President,
and Delezate from the county of Chenango

James F. StarBUCK,
H. W. Strowa, Secretaries.»
Fr. Beakr

D e o TN

GOVERNMENT

OF COUNTIES, TOWNS, CITIES AND VILLAGEé.

+ EacH town elects, annually, a supervisor, a town clerk, three or
five assessors, a collector, two overscers of the poor, a town superin-

. tendent of common schools, not more than five constables, one sealer
of weights and measures, as many overseers of highways as there are
road districts in the town, and as many pound masters as the electors
may deem necessary.

The supervisors of the diffcrent towns of the county, thus elected,
eonstitute a board, which meets annually for business, and holds spe-
cial meetings when necessary. They are authorised to receive, ex-
amne, and adjust all accounts against the county, or the several
towns, raise money to defray them, make orders concerning the cor-
porate property of the county, elect the county superintcudent of
sommon schools, &c. s

»T'he other officers of the counties are, the treasurer, county clerk,
sheriff, coroner, district attorney, county superintendent of common
schools, county sealer of weights and measures, road commissioners,
inspectors, &c. I the provisions of the new constitution, most of
these officers are chosen for three years.

The cities are governed by a mayor, recorder, and commeon council.
The latter is composed of one alderman, and one assistant alderman,
for each ward of the city. These officers have judicial powers con-
ferred on them, in offences not punishable with death. They also
perform the dutics of supervisors in their respective cities.

.« There are nine cities in the staté; viz., New York, Albany, Trry,
‘Hudson, Schenectady, Utica, Buffalo, Rochester, and Brooklyn.

‘The incorporated villages are governed by a president and board of

frustees, qisually five in number. There are about 150 incorporated

villages in the state.
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PUBLIC EDUCATION.

ORIGIN AND HisToRY oF THE CoMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM.

TuovcH less zealous in the cause of pupular education than the
early settlers of New England, yet, ere the forests had been felled, or
the Indian war-whoop ceased to be heard, 1n the neighborhood of the
white settlements, the sturdy Hollanders began to provide for the
education of their children.

In 1633, Adam Roelandsen, the first schoolmaster of New Amster-
dam, arrived in that city. In 1642, the Patroon, Van Rensselaer,
sent over a schoolinaster for his ¢ colonic.”

The first classical school, or academny, was established in New
York city, the teacher being sent out from Holland, by the Dutch
West india Cotnpany. In all the Dufch settlements, provision was
early made for schools.

In 1687, a Latin school was opened in the city of New York, under
the sanction of the English gevernment. In 1702, the first legisla-
tive action, relative *o education, vccurred. This act provided for
the establishment of a grammar school, and appropriated £50 per
annum, for seven years, for the support of a teacher.

Another act was passed, in 1732, to encourage a public school. in
the city and county of New York, for teaching Latin, Greek and
Mathematics.

Under this act a free school was established, and endowed with
£40 a year, for five years; and ten scholars were to be sent from
New York, two from Albany, and one from each of the other coun-
ﬁesl, making twenty in all This school was the germ of Columbia
college.

In 1743, Rev. Mr. Dunlap, of Cherry Valley, Otsego county, estab-
lished the first grammar school in the state, west of Albany. Be-
tween 1746 and 1756, several acts were passed, authorizigg the raisin
of moneys, by lottery, for founding a college in New York, and, i
1754, King’s college was chartered.

After the establishment of the state government, the interest of the
people was again awakened to the necessity of popular educatiez.
On the 1st of May, 1784, an act was passcd, changing the name of
King’s college to Columbia college, and establishing the board of re-
gents of the university of New York.

In 1789, lands were specially set apart, in the scveral new town-
ships, for the promotion of literature, and the support of commor
schools. The proceeds of certain lands were also appropriated, in
1790, by the regents, to the institutions under their care. Their in-
come, arising from this source, in 1792, was increased by the grant
of £1500 per annum, for five years. :

In 1793, the regents, in their report, suggested the importance of
establishing schools in various parts of the state, for instructing chil-
dren in the Jower branches of education. These suggestions were
renewed for the two years following, and in 1795, a common schgol
system was established.

In 1705, $50,000 annually, for five years, was appropriated from
the public revenues, for encouraging and maintaining schools, in the
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various cities and towns, to be expended much as the public moneys
for achools are af®he present day.

I 1801, an act was passed, authorizing the establishment of four

lotteries, to raise the sum of §25,000 each, one half to be paid to the
regents of the university, and the othergto the state treasury, to be
applied for the use of common schools. This was the foundation of
the literature and common school fund.
° In 1805, the nett proceeds of 500,000 acres of the public lands,
and 3000 shares of bank stbck, were appropriated as a fund for the
use of common schools, to accumulate till the interest should amount
to $50,000 per annum, after which, the interest was to be distributed,
as the legislature should direct.

In 1811, preparatory measures w:re taken lo organize the school
system, and in 1812, an act was passed for that purpose. Gideon
Hawley, Esq., was appointed superintendent of common schools, in
1813. From 1819 to 1827, fartRer appropriations of lands, stocks, and
money, for the increase of the school fund, were made, and $100,000
ordered to be annually distributed, while an equal sum should be
rdised by tax. . .

In 1838, the sum of $165,000 per year, from the annual revenue of
the United States deposit fund, was added to the amount previously
distributed. Of this amcunt, $55,000 was to be expended yearly,
in the purchase of suitable books for district libraries. During this
year, the common school system was reorganized, and, with the ex-
ception of a few amendments, assumed its present form.

PrEseNT Conpimion oF CoMmMON ScHOOLN.

Funds. By a provision of the constitution, the proceeds of all
lands belonging to the state, with the exception of such as may be
reserved for public use, or ceded to the United States, together with
the fund known as the common school fund, are declared to consti-
tute “ a perpetual fund, the interest of which shall be inviolably ap-

. propriated gand applied to the support of common schools, throughout
the state.” .

Of these state lands, as yet unsold, there remain about 330,000
acres, lying mostly in the northern part of the state, and valued at

“Mout §175,000. These constitute the unproductive portion of the
school fund. .

« The prodictive capital of the fund amounts to upwards of two
millions of dollars, and consists of bonds, mortgages, bank and state
stocks, and money in the treasury, and yields a sufficient revenue to

* admit of the annwal appropriation, and distribution of $110,000 among
the several school districts.

An equal amount, viz: $110,000, was, by an act passed in 1838,
devpted to the same purpose, from the United States deposit fund.
An additional sum of $55,000, was also granted for the purchase of
district libraries; by an act passed in 1843, this may be expended,
under certain restrictions, for maps, globes, and other school appara-
tus. The whole sum appropriated, beside the above $55,000, is
$220,000, which is applied to the payment of teachers’ wages.

The year succeeding any enumeration of the inhabitants, state or
national, an apportionment of this sum is made out, among the sev-
eral counties, towns, and wards, according to their population, and
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the money paid over to the treasurer of each countyfor distfibution.

A certified copy of the apportionment is then forwarded to each of
the county clerks, to be laid before the board of supervisors, who dre
required to raisc, annually, by taxation, a sum equal to that thus re-
ceived. They may also raise any additional amount, not exceeding
twice the amount of the apportionment, which the electors of any
town may vote to raise, lor school purposes. The amounts thus,
raised are to be paid over to the town superintendents, for distribu-
tion among the districts. °

In addition to these sums, many of the towns annually receive in-
comes from local funds, arising either from the sale of school lots,
reserved in laying out new townships, in 1789, or from bequests, &c.
In most of the large cities, large additional amounts are also raised,
under special acts, providing for the organization and support of com-

mon schools.

The aggregate amount of funds applicablc to school purposes, may

be stated as follows,

Apportioned from state funds - - - - $275,000
Equal amount raised.by taxation - - - - 275,000
Sums raiscd by voluntary vote of towns - - - 20,000
Sums raised under special acls in cities - - - 200,000
Local funds - - - - - - - - 20,000

$790,000
Amount raised on rate bills - - - - $-450,000

Total amount annually raised, from all sources,

for common schools - - - - - ¥1,240,000

This is exclusive

of the large amount invested in school houses,

furniture, fuel, apparatus, text books, &c.
Districts and their officers. The entire territory of the state has
been divided into about 11,000 school districts, each averaging ncarly

four square miles.
of whom one holds

The voters of each district choovse three trustees,,
his office for one yecar, one for two, and one for

three years, a district clerk, collector and librarian, who hold their

office one year cach.

Town Superintendents. The town superintendents of comnmon
schools are annually elected, by the people of each of the towns, at
their annual town meetings, and have the general supervision of the
common schools in their respective towns.

County Superintendents. The countysuperintendent is the next
officer in the gradation of the system, and is appoinfed, once in two

years, by the board

of supervisors of each county. Either they, or

the state superintendent, may remove him from office, for neglect of
duty, or misconduct. Each county is required, by law, to have cne
county superintendent, and where the number of districts exceeds
150, two may be appointed.

These officers are charged with the gencral supervision of the
schools of the county, or of that section of the county, for which they’
kre appointed.: Their compensation may not exceed $500 a year;

one half of which i

state, out of the annu:

s ‘{mid by the county, and the other half by the
surplus of the common school fund. *

Within a few years past, the county superintendents, in addition
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to their duties spgified by law, have called periodical meetings of
the town superintendents, teachers, officers and inhabitants of dis-
tricts, for the purpose of mutual consultation,’and the improvement
» of the condition of the schools; they have organized and held teach-
«rs™institutes, in the spring and autumn, #or the purpose of prepar-
ing the teachers for the more efficient discharge of their dutles.

o In conjunction with the town superintendents, they select the
pupils, which the county js entitled to send to the state normal
school ; and deliver familiar lectures on topics connected with public
school education, in each district, during their several visitations

They aiso meet annually, in convention, for the purpose of mutual
consultation with each other, with the head of the department, and
with the friends of education, from th.s, and other states.

State Superintendent. The sccretary of state is, by virtue of his
office, superintendent of commgn schools. Ile maintains a corres-

* pondeuce with all the subordinate officers, and has a general over-
sight over the whole. To him are referred, for final decision, all
questions arising, relative to the common school laws, on appeal from
the decisions of the county superintendents. o .

te is required to report, annually, to the legislature, the condition
of the schools in the several counties, and to do all in his power to
promote the interests, and extend the benefits, of popular education
throughout the state. e appoints one of the clerks of the gtate de-
partment, as his deputy, who aids him in the discharge of his duties,

.and who, in casc of his absence, or the vacating of the office, becomes
acting superintendent,

For a full exposition*of the duties of all the officers of the common
school system, reference may be had to the common school law, a
copy of which may be found in each district.

Statistics of the Common Schools. From the last annual report of
the state superintendent, made to the legislature, in January, 1846,
we gather the following statistics :

‘Whole number of children hetween the ages of five and sixteen, in

the state, Jan., 1845, - - - - - - 690,914
‘Whole number, of all ages, undoer instruction the whole or a part of
* o« the year, 1843, - - - - - - - - 736,045
Average annual increase of children between the ages of five and
° sixteen, since (d15, is more than - - - - . - 18,000

.avcmgt- annual increase of chldren of all ages, receiving instruction, 5{0,5«10
Average number of months 1n which schools have been kept during

. the year 1845, - - - - - - - - 8
Amount of public m3ney paid for teachers’ wages in 1845, - $029,856 94
Amount paul on rate bills for the same purpose, - - - 453,127 00

‘Total, - $1,087,983 94
Amoiint expended for district libraries, - - - - - $95159 25
Number of volumes in district libraries, 1st July, 1845, - - 1,145,250

Average annual increase of volumes, - - - - - 100,000
Number of pupils in attendance at private and select schools in 1845, 56,058

. StaTE NorMAL ScHooL.

By an_ act, passed by the legislature of 1844, $9,6U0 was appropri-
ated for’that year, and $10,000 annually, for five years thereafter, and
until otherwise directed by law, for the establishment and support
of*a state normal school, for the instruction and practice of teachers
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of cgmmon schools, in the science of education, gnd in the art of
teaching. . -

This Institution is located in the city of Albany, and placed under
the direction of the state superintendent of common schools, and the
regents of the university, ’F’hia board appoint an executive commit-
tee, of five persons, of whom the state superintendent is one, ez offi-
¢io, to superintend the general interests of the school, to carry into
effect ltlhe laws enacted for its regulation, and to report to the board
annually.

By the regulations of the executive committee, superintendent,
and board of regents, each county of the state is entiﬂec‘l to a,number
of pupils equal to double its representation in the house of assembly,
making in all 256 pupils ; to be sclected by the county and town su-
perintendents. No charge for instruction or for books is made; and
each pupil receives a sum suflicient, on a liberal estimate, to defray
his or her traveling expenses, to and from the institution.

The board of instruction consists of a principal, a professor of
mathematics, a teacher of vocal music, one of drawing, and six sub-
ordinate teachers, in the various branches, dcemed requisite to the
completé preparation of teachers of common schools.

Connected with the institution are two experimental schools, com-
posed of fifty children each, between the ages of five and sixteen, and
under the general supervision of a teacher, specially appointed for
this purpose. Into these, the more advanced pupils of the normal
school pass, in succession, for a period of three or four weeks each,
to test their practical abilities, as educators, before their final grad-
uation.

No definite term of instruction is prescribed. Each pupil is re-

uired to complete a specified course of studies, to the full satisfac-
tion of the principal and board of instructors, by whom, and the ex-
ecutive committee, diplomas, setting forth that fact, are conferred,
semi-annually, in the months of March and September.

The institution is furnished with a large and well selected library,
and all the scientific apparatus requisite to a full and thorough course
of instruction, in the various branches of a sound, Fnglish education.
Ehed ngmber of students, of both sexes, in 1846, exceeded two

undred.

Crry ScHooL ORGANIZATIONS. -

1. City of New York. In the city of New York, the common
schools are divided into three classes, viz: 1st, Public and Primary
schools, under the care of the ‘public school society; 2d, Ward
schools, under the management of the commissioners, inspectors and
trustees of the respective wards; 3d, Corporate schools, conducted
by officers, elected under their respective charters. -

These are all subject to the general supervision of the county su-
perintendent, and to the inspection and management of the board of
education, which consists of two commissioners, two inspectors, and
five trustees in each ward. These officers are elected by the people ;
the commissioners and inspectors hold their offices for two years,

i the trustees for five years. They all participate in the public

money, and in that raised by the general and special laws, for school
purposes,
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The Puplic School Society was incorporated by the legislature, in
1805, and up to the ycar 1843, had the entire control of all the com-
monschools in the city. They have eighteen public, and fifty-four
primary schools, begide two public and four primary schools for col-

" ored children. In these schools, in 1846, 22,500 children were in-
“(ructed, at a cost, for tuition, of a little more than %73,000.

There are three normal schools, also, under the control of this
séciety, intended for the instruction of the monitors, and junior
teachers of the schools; these normal schools are held on Saturday
of each week, and during a portion of the year, in the evenings of
the other days of the week. °‘I'c each of the primary and public
schools, a’ well selected library is attached.

The ward schools occupy from twenty to twenty-five buildings,
comgrising upwards of fifty schools, a1d having more than 25,000
children under instruction. There are, beside, thirteen corporate

schools, mostly connected witl® benevolent institutions, and embra-
cing upwards of 2000 scholars,

The aggregate number of children taught in all the public schools,
during some portion of the year, exceeds fifty thousand; and it is
sl\llppﬂsed that about 30,000 more attend the varfous scldet schools in
the city.

The amount of public money annually expended for common
schools, is as follows:

Apportioned by the state - . - - - $35,080 00
An cqual amount raised by tax = - - - - 35,000 VO

. One twentieth of one per cent. on the valuation of
rcal and perso roperty - - - - 114,610 63
Raiscd under speciffacts - - - - - 8,360 66

Total $192,971 29

2. City of Rochester. The common schools of this city are under
the control of a board of education, consisting of two commissioners
+ur each ward, annually elected by the people of the several wards,
and a city supcrintendent, chosen by them.

The schovls are entirely supported by taxation, no charge being
made for instruction or text books. There are in the city, sixteen
sclfool hiouses, all substantial buildings, furnished with ample play

‘egrounds, and other convenicnces. In these edifices there are be-

Jween forty and fifiy schools, under the care of sixtecn male, and
thirty female teachers, and comprising about 6000 children, nearly
all that are of suitable age, residing in the city,
' 8. City of Bi)Yffalo. 'The mayor and aldermen of the city are, ex
officio, commissivners of common sehools ; and are required annually to
appoint a city superintendent. ‘The schools are [ree, being, as in Ro-
chester, entirely sustained by taxation. The number of districts is
fiftcen, and the schools are under the care of fifteen male, and thirty-
six female instructors, having, in attendance, about 7000 children.

4. City of Hudson. The members of the common council are
Jhere, also, ez officio, commissioners of common schools. They ap-

- point three superintendents, who, tégether, constitute a board of ed-
ucation for the city. An amount, equal to four times the apportion-

ement {rom the state funds, is raised by tax, and the rematning ex-
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penses are defrayed by rate bills, against those who serd to the
schools. e

5. City of Brooklyn. Here, too, the common council are, from
their oftice, commissioners of common schools; the general manage-
ment of which is committgd to a board of education, consisting _of
two members from each district appointed by the common council.
They are divided into three classes, one of which annually goes out
of oftice. The schools are free, deriving their support from assesa-
ments on the taxable property of the city.’

6. City of Utica. The board of Commissioners for common
schools in this city, consists of six members, two of whom are elect-
ed annually. They hold their office for three years. The rate-bills
may not exceed $2.00 per term. The remaining sums necessary for
the support of schools, beyond the state apportionment, are raised by
taxes.

7. City of Schenectady. The Sthenectady Lancasterian school
society has the general control of public education, in this city and
receives, and disburses the public money arplicahle to this purpose.

8. City of Albany. The public schools of this city are under
the supervisi®h of a board of commissioners, nine in number, ap-
pointed by the Mayor, Recorder, and such of the Regents as may re-
side in the citv. The members of this board, hold office for three
years, one third going out of office cach year.

The schools are not entirely free, the sum raised by tax being only
twice the amount received from the state ; but the indigent are ex-
empted from the payment of rate bills ; and a ggrtain number of indi-
gent pupils, who have attended the district *ls at least two years,
are supported at either of the academies of city, or at the state
normal school. Instruction in vocal music is provided in all the
schools. The number of school districts is ten, and children in-
structed about 3000.

The city of Troy, and the villages of Poughkeepsie and Williams-
burgh, have scparate local systems, similar to those above described,

UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES, AND ACADEMIES.

Regents of the University. These institutions are, by law, placed
under the supervision, and subject to the visitation of a board, organ-
ized by the legis!ature in 1784, undgf the title of * Regents of the
University of the state of New York.” This board consists of twen-
ty-one persons; of this board, the Governor and Lieutenant Gover-
nor are, ex officio, members, and the others are appointed by the le-
gislature, and hold office, during its pleasure. .

Its oficers are, a Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, Seerctary, and
Treasurer, elected by the board. It is their duty to examine, and re-
port to the legislature, the modes of education, discipline, number
of students, course of study, funds, debts, &e., of the institutions un-
der their charge. 8.

They are also empowered to fill vacancies in the offices of ﬁ.i-
dent or principal of these institutions ; to confer degrees, undef ges -
tain circumstances, above that of Master of Arts; to npportion‘t‘;w

ﬁnnual income of the literature fund, among the scveral senate dis-
tricts ; and ta incorporate academies, on compliance with such terms
as they may prescribe,
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The Literaturg Jlund, appropriated to the support of this class of
institutions, amousts to $263,990 57, consisting of state, bank, and
insufance stocks, and money in the treasury, besides U625 acres of

. land, valued at $4300. It yields an annual revenue of about $75,000,
. Of this amount, $40,000 is divided ameng the academies of the
state ; $9000 to the university of the city of New York; $7000 to
Ggneva college, including its medical department ; $3000 to Ham-
ilton college ; $1000 to the Albany medical college; §#2300 to Gen-
esee Wesleyan Seminary; $10,000 fo the state normal school, and
the balauce to the purchase of books and apparatus for the various
academies, in pursuance of the x)rovisions of an act passed in 1834,

Universities and Colleges. ‘There are at present, in this state,
four incorporated universities, viz: the University of the city of New
York, organized in 1532; the Madicon University, at Hamilton,
Madison county ; the Rochester JTniversity, and the Butfalo Univer-
-Bity ; the three latter incorporated in 1846. i

There are also four colleges; Columbia College, in the city of
New York ; Union College, at Schenectady; Hamilton College, at
Clinton, Oneida county, and Geneva college, af Genevg, in Ontario
county. N

In gddition to these, there are five medical schools, viz; the Qol-
lege of Physicians and Surgcons in New York city; the Medical
Department of the University of the city of Nes York; the ’Albany
Medical College ; the Medical Department of Geneva College, and
the Medical Department of the Buffalo University, organized in 1846.
* JAcademies. ‘The re 179 incorporated academies in the
state, comprising u*a of 25,000 pupils of both sexes. The
aggregate value of theTand and buildings belonging to these institu-
tions, exceeds $1,000,000 ; the value of the libraries belonging tn
them, $60,000, and of their apparatus, $56,000. The aggregate
amount paid for tuition, during the year 1845, was over $200,000;
the number of teachers employed, over 600 ; and the number of stu-
Uents gratuitously instructed, over 200, )

The branches of study taught, embrace, in addition to those ordi-
narily pursued in common schools, the higher departments of mathe-
matics and natural Philosophy, with their various applications to

. practical uses; the languages, ancient and modern; the phy'swal sei -
tnces ; moral and intellectual philosophy ; history ift its widest and
*hiost comprehensive range; natural theology; political economy;
vocal, and occasionally, instrumental, music ; drawing, and other ac-
complishmeuts, .

There are several female academies and seminaries ; among which,
the Albany Female Academy, and Female Seminary, the Troy, Rut-
gers, in the city of New York, Poughkeepsie, Amsterdam, Schenec
tady, Clinton, Utica, Auburn, Ontario at Canandaigua, Batavia, Le Roy,
Seward, and Rochester I"'emale Seminaries, are the most prominent.

Theological Seminaries. Of these there ave nine, viz; the Ham-
ilton Theological Institution, now forming a department of the Mad-

- jsdn University, in Hamilton, Madiapn county, under the patronage
‘of the Baptist denomination, but open, without distinction, to students
of every yeligious denomination, designing to prepare themselves for
Yhe gospel ministry ; the Oneida Conference Seminary, founded by
the Methodists, and located in the village of Cazenovia, Madison
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county; the Geneice Wesleyan Seminary, at Lima, Livingston
county ; Auburn Theological Seminary, (Preshyterfan;) the Hartwick
Theological Seminary, (Lutheran ;) the Theological Seminary of-the
Associate Reformed Church of New York, at Newburgh, Orange
county ; the General Thealogical Seminary of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church in the United States, located in New York city ; the
Union Theological Seminary, in the same city ; and the Roman Cath-
olic Ecclesiastical Seminary, at Rose Hill, in Westchester county.

Collegiate Schools. There are seven of theserinstitutions, located
in different sections of the state. St. John’s College, a Roman Cath-
olic institution, rleasantly situated at Rose Hill, Westchester Co.,
about twelve miles from New York city, numbers 115 pupila; St.
Pavul’s College, St. Thomas’ Hall, and St. Ann’s Hall, at Flushing,
Long Island, are under the patronage of the Protestant Fpiscopal de-
nomination ; the latter is specially designed for the education of
young ladies; the Poughkeepsie Collegiate School, is located in the
flourishing village of Poughkeepsie, and has a high reputation; the
Black River Literary and Religious Institute, is a well ordered and
ﬂourish’in{seminary, situated at Watertown, Jefferson county, and
averages abo@ 200 pubils; and the New Brighton Collegiate School,
situated on the heights, overlooking the village of New Brighton, on
Staten Island, six miles from New York.
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LAND PURCHASES REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK.

IN the description of the al ieh, refe are made to the Manor
©f Rensselaerwyck, the Livingston Manor, the Knynd rosseras Patent, the Har-
denburgh Patent, Phelps' and Gorham's Purchase, the "Holland d Company's

Purchare, the Pultemey gstate, the Military tract, Bingham's Purchuse, Morris’
estate, &e.

The first threc of these, are fully described in the geneml hlntoncnl sketch and
in the description of the counties of Albany, R )! and

The Hardenburgh Patent was granted at an early dnte to a Dutch citizen of
wealth, and comprired the larger part of Delaware and Sullivan counties.

Phelps’ and Gnrlam':mue included the Holland Land Compauy's purchase,

the Pulteney estate, ai orris estate.

The histoty of this p is as follows:

The second charter of Massachusetts, granted by William and Mary in 1681,
bounded the territory of that colony westwardly, by the Pacific Ocean: thus
dividing the present state of New York into two parts, scparated from each other,
by a section of the width of the state of Massachusetts.

. The colony of New York, under the grants made to the Duke of York and
Alhany mn 1664, clnimed the whole emnt of territory, at present included under
her jurisdicti These gave rnise to long and harassing dis-
putes, and protracted legnl pmceedmns Wit on the 16th of December, 1786, the
controversy was scttled, by a convention between the two states, concluded at
Hartford, Conn. a

By this convention, Massachu d to New York, ad claim to the gov-
ernment, nvrrengmy, nnd Junsdic of the lands in controvetsy ; and New
York dto M the right of pre-emption, (or first purclmu,) from
the lndlans, and when so purchased, the fee simple of the soil, of all that part of
the state, lying westgof a mcrihian drawn through Sencca lake, pt 3 tract one
mile wide, along the shores ot Lake Erie, and the Ningara river; a territory now
comprising thirteen entire counties, and the larget part of Wayne county, and
containing nearly 600,000 inhabitants.

On the first of April, 1788, the state of M: h 1 to sell to
Oliver Phelps and Nathanmel Gorham, the right of pre-emption, to the whole of
this vast tract, for the suin of one million dollars, to be paid in three equal instal-
ments.

+On the 8th of July, of the same year, Mesers. Phelps and Gorham made a treaty
with the Indians in the neighborhood of “Canandaigua, by which the Indian title
was extinguished to the tract lying east of the Genesee river, and a tract extend-
_ ing twelvg miles west of that river, from York, in Genesee county, northward to
 thelake. Thistract was confirmed to the contractors, by the Massachusetts legis-
lature, in November, 1788.
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In February, 1790, Mesers. Phelps and Gorham, having pmd 666,666, on the
purchase money, and being unable to pay the third instalme ad, at the lum. ngreed,
proposed to the state of Massachusetts, to surrcnder to thé state the remajning
portion, to which the Indian title was not extingshed, and should the amount
Already purchased of the Indians, prove more than one-third of the whole tract,
to pay for the excess, at the aterage price of the whole. This propostion-was
acce,

On v.he 18th of November, 1790, Mcsers. Phelps and Gorbam wld to Rnbert
Morris, all of their tract east of the G river, pt the | 1 ly soird
to settlers, and two townships reserved to themselves. e tract thus sold con-
tained 1,264,000 acres, and Mr. Morris paid about $200,000 for jt.

The lands surrendered to the state of Massachusetts were sold to Samuel Og-
den, and by him to Robert Morris, who exnnguished the lndmn title Yor the sum
of $100,000. Mr. Morns, by this purch 1 of the g part
of the tract, originally purchased by Mesunc Phelps and Gorhani.

Mr. Morris, soon after, sold to a company formed 1 Hofland, a portion of the
land thus purchased, comprising 3,200,000 Acres, and including the present coun-
ties of Erie, Ni Ch and Cat ' This was known
as the Holland Land Company, “and their tract as the Holland Purchase. They
established a land office at Bataviagsand sold the land to actual settlers. Thone
lands which remained unsold, were, after a time, transferrcd to other assocu-
tions, hit by flir the largEr part, are now d hy the inhab

The tract purchased of Phelps and Gorham, by Mr. Morris, was sold by him, to
8ir William Pulteney, and hence called the Pulteney eftate. 1t comprised nearly
all of Steuben, Yates, and Ontario counties, the east range of townships in Alle
gany, and the principal part of Livingston, Montoe, and Wayne countics. About
one-third of the whole tract had heen sold to companies and individuals, previous to
Sir Willians p Mr. Will was app d lis agent, and opened land
offices at Geneva and Bath. To his energy, public it, and liberahty, the peo-
ple of those counties are much indebted.

The tract lying between this estate, and the Ho! hase, was retained by
Mr. Morris, and e0ld by him to actual settlers. It embraced portions of Orleans,

Y g, and All counties, and contained 500,000 acres.

‘The Military tract, or rather tracts, for there were two to which tlus name was
applied, were bounty lands, granted by New York, to her soldiers, who had served
during the revolutionary war ; an appropriation of 600 acres was made to ev(-ry
private soldier, and larger quantities to the officers.

The act, granting these lands, was passed in 1786, and the _grant was made,
with the proviso, that the Indian title sshould first be extinguished. The lands
thus granted, comprised the present counties of Onondagna, Cortland, Tompki
Cayuga, Seneca, and part of Oswego, and Jayne. It contained 1,680 000 atres.
As, however, the Indian tide was not iately extingmished, the legislaturey
the same year, appropriated twelve townships n the present counties
of Clinton, Franklin, and Essex, contain! 768,000 acres, to the location of
revolutionary j.atents. This was called the Old Muitary tract. The Indian title
to the other traot, however, being extinguished 1n 1789, the greater part of the
bounty lands were located in Onondaga, and the adjacent counties.

Bingham's Purchase was a tract some twenty miles square, lying partly in
Broome county, and partly in the state of Pennsylvania. It was purchased by
Messrs. Bingham, Whlson, and Cox, of Philadelphia, in 1785. Immediately north
of this, was another purchare, made the succeeding year, by a company from
Massachusetts, and containing 230,000 acres. There were sixty proprictors in
this company.

Large tmacts of Jand are also held in the counties of Jefferson and St. Law-
rence, by the Messrs. Van Renssclaer, and Governeur Morns; and in different
sections of the state, by Gerrit Smith, Eeq., of Peterboro, Lhenango county, and
Ype heirs of the Messrs,. Wadsworth, of Livingston county.
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"I. ALBANY COUNTY.

fquare Miles, 515. Population, 77,268.
Organized, 1683, Valuatioy, 1845, $15,603,101.

\'-J
(\/
~

l ‘3
N el
TOWNS,
J. 2 lbany, 1686. G. Berne, 1795.
o 2. Watervliet, 1758. 7. Guilderland, 1503.
3. Rensselaerville. 1790. 8. Westerlo, 1516,
4. Coeymans, 1791. 9. Knox, 1822,
5. Bethlehem, 1793. 10. New Scotland, 1832, °

Mountains, g. élellerberg Hills.

Rivers, &c. C. Hudson. F. Mohawk h. Norman's kill. e. Co-
eymans creck. d. Haivnakraus kill. e. Provost creek. f. Foxes
creek.

Falls. b. Cohoes falls,

Cities and Villages. Albany, West Troy, Coeymans, Rensselacr-
'+ » “ille, Cohoes.

Bouummns North by Schencctady and Saratoga counties ;
*East by the Hudson ; South by Greene ; and West by Scho-
harie county.
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Surrace. The surface is much varied. A,lqng‘ﬂthc Hudaop,
cxtends an alluvial valley, from a fourth of & mile to a mile in
width. From this valley the land rises abruptly, 140 feet, and
thence a table land gragually ascends, to the base of the Hel-
derberg hills. Along the Mohawk, the surface is rugged ana
broken.

The Helderberg hills extend through the western part of the
county, uniting, on the south; with the Catskill range.

They are from 400 to 500 feet in height, and very precipitous. Their eleva-
tion is quite uniform, displaying no isolated peaks. .

Rivers anNp Streams.  The county is well watered. Besides
the Hudson and Mohawk rivers, which partially bound it, the
Norman’s kill, Coeymans creek, Haivnakraus kill, Provost
creek, Foxes’ creek, Boza kill, Vlamans kill, and the Pa-
troon’s creek, arc the pringeal streams.

Most of these, ax well as , have valuable waterfalls, af-
fording great facilities fo. manufacturing.

The Cohoes, or Great Falls of the Mohawk, at the village of
Cohoes, lic partly in this, and partly in Saratoga county.

The river here descends, at a single leap. 70 feet, and then pursues its way,
over the rocks, in the ch 1, which its have cut through the solid rock, to
the depth of more than 100 feet, to the Hudson. Few cataracts possecss more
picturesque heauty.

Raicroaps. The Troy and Schcnec&, and the Mohawk
and Hudson railroads, cross the northeastern section of the
county, and the Catskill and Canajoharie, the southeastern.

CuimaTe. The climate is quite variable, being subject to
great extremes of heat and cold. Though unfavorable to those
affected with pulmonary diseases, it is considered as generally
healthy.

GeoLoGy ANp Mingrarogy. The geological formation of the
county is transition ; graywacke and slate are the prominent
characteristica of the banks of . Hudson and Mohawk. In
the Helderbergs, are fond lime #®Ad sandstone, both abounding
in organic remains.

In the clevated table lands, lying between, the Helderbergs
and the Hudson river, are thick beds of blue and ycllow marl,
of clayey consistence, and dcstitute of fossils. They are cov-
ered with ycllow sand.

Bog iron ore 18 found, in numerous localitics, in the county. Marl, and water
limestone, also abound. There are several mineral springs, some of which con-
tain sulphuretted hydrogen, others carbonic acid gas, iron, and magnesia.

in Guil

Epsom salts are found at Coeymans Landing, and | \ derignd
In the limestone cliffs of the Helderbergs, are 1 ive caverns, i
quartz and other crystals, stalactites and stalagmites of great beauty ; calcare-
us spar, bitumen and alum also occur in the county. .

SoiL Anp VEGETABLE PropucTioNs. A pertion of the soil is
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fertile and, pieductive, and most of that, whith was naturally

sterile, has, by th'e skill of the husbandman, been made to yield

abundant returns. Considerable tracts, however, are not sus-
. ceptible of cultivation.

+ Tlte tunber of the county 1s princinally pine, hefilock, oak, hickory, elm, chest-

nut, and birch.

«Pursuirs. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in-
habitants. This may be reckoned. as one of the grain grcwing
counties, although not one of the most productive.

Oats, corp, rye, buckwheat, and barley, are the principal grains ; potatoes are
raised in considerable quantities. The western part 1s favorable to grazing, and
butter is there largely produced. The number of shecp in the county is large,
and mcreasing annually.

Manufactures also occupy the attention of a large number of
the citizens of the county. 1n’1845, these considerably exceeded
two and a half millions of' dollars, of which about two millions
were produced in the city of Alban®

‘The principal articles manufactured were, iron whre, flour, malt liquors,
coaches and sleighs, machinery, cotton and woollen goods, brick, cordage, o1l
and ol cloths.

Commerce. The navigation of the Hudson river, and the
Erie and Champlain canals, furnishes employment td large
numbers, and this commerce is increasing, in a rapid annual
ratio.

Tolls were received, 1n w.'i, in the county, upon produce valued at about
twenty-seven mulhions of dollars.  About thirty-five steamers, seventy tow boats,
and 630 sloops and schooners, beside scows, &c., are employed in the Albany
trade, on the Hudson. The total amount of' shipping, belonging to the county,
is ahout 60,000 tons.

STarLe Proouctions. OQats, corn, rye, barley, buckwheat,
Butter and wool.

ScuooLs. There are, in the county of Albany, 160 district
school houses. In 1845, schools werc taught, on an average,
fen months. During that year, 14,600 children were instructed,

*at an expense of about $25,88, for tuition. The district libra-
ries contained about 29,000 volumes. .

There were also, in the county, the rame year, 111 unincorporated private
schools, with 3,850 pupils ; three academies, and two \! inarnes, with 637
pupils ; one state nofinal school, with 294 pupils ; and one medical college, with
114 students.

REeLciovs DENoMmINATIONS. Methodists, Dutch Reformed,
Baptists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics,
Friends, Unitarians, Lutherans, Congregationalists, Universal-
ists, and Jews.*

. . Hisrory. When Henry Hudgon ascended the North river,
in 1609, he despatched Hendrick Corstiaensen, with a small

s " The rejiglous denominations are given, throughont this woik, in the order
of their nuwbers, beginning with the most numerous
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crew, in a boat, to ascertain the highest point to which,that river
was navigable. Corstiaensen penctrated as *fir as Troy, or
Lansingburgh, but landed at the present sitc of the city of
Albany.

In 1611, or 12, he returned and erected a trading house, on
Boyd’s island, a short distance below the Albany ferry. In the
ensuing spring, this was so much injured by the ice and the
freshet, that he was compelled to abandon it. He then erected
a fort, on a hill, about two miles south of Albany.

In 1623 a fort was erected near the present Fort Orange
Hotel, in the city of Albany, mounting eight large cannon.* It
was named Fort Orange, in honor of the Prince of Orange,
who, at that time, presided over the Netherlands.

This fort was intended to subserve the double purpose, of atfording convement
accommodations for the traffic with the Indians, and also of serving as a protec-
tion against sudden attacks from them. It was only occupied during the autumn,
and winter, by the traders, whose ﬂﬁject was trade, not colonization. -

In 1830, Kilinen Van Rensselaer, a wealthy pearl merchant,
of Amsterdam, purchased, through his agents, a large tract of
land, including most of this, as well as several of the adjacent,
counties. -

Over this extensive tract, he possessed all the authority of a
sovereign, and, anxious to improve it to the hest advantage, he
sent a colony here, in 1631, well provided with whatever was
necessary, to commence a new settlement. To his estate he
gave the name of Rensselaerwyck.

It is believed that he never visited his colony. The admimstration of justice,
and the nt of its fi ial affairs, he dtoa 'y gene-

ral. Fortunate in the selection of these, lus colony prospered much more than
that at New Amsterdam, and 1t was to the gond oflices of Van Curler, or Corlae.,
the first commussary, that the colonists at New A lam were indebted, more
than once, for their preservation from destruction, at the hands of the savages.
This excellent man cultivated the most friendly relations with the Indians, and so
strong was theur affection for lum, that, ever after, they applied the nane of Cor-
laer to the govcrm(wrs of New York, as theghighest title of respect.

In 1642, Mr. Van Rensselaersgent over the Rev. Johannes
Megapolensis, as minister of Rensselacrwyck, supporting him
at his own expense. The first church was erected the suc-
ceeding year, and furnished with a bell and puipit, by the Dutch
West India Company. In 1646, the venerable patroon died, at
Amsterdam. His son Johannes, then a minor, succeeded him.

During the administration of Governor Stuyvesant, sérious
difficulties occurred between him and the agent of the patroon,
which were finally referred to the states general of Holland, for
decision. After New York came into the possession of the Ehg- .

Stone pieces, they are called in the original Dutch records; meaning, ac-
#rdlnl to Judge Vanderkemp, that they were loaded with stone, instead of
ron balls. They were of very large caliber. -
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lish, the pau.e of Beaverwyck, which had becn bestowed upon
the gettlement? Was changed to Albany, that being one of the
titles of the Duke of York. The right of soil was confirmed to
the patroon, by a new patent, but the government was retained
.in the hands of the governor of the cofony.

In 1686, Governor Dongan granted a charter to the city of

Albany, and Peter Schuyler the friend of the Indians, was
elected the first mayor. °

In 1689-90, the citizens of this county refused to submit to the
admmlstrnnon of Leisler and Mllborne, but were at length
compelled, by the fears of an Indian invasion, to yield allegi-
ance. No rooner, however, did Colonel Sloughter arrive,
than he was welcomed by the people of this county, whose at-
tachment to Leisler had nevér been ardent, or sincere.

In all the treaties with the Indian tribes, the citizens of Albany bore a con-
spicuous part, and so entirely had they won the confidence of the savages, that
frém the date of its settlement, the county was neverinvaded, by these sons of
the forest  ‘I'he Schuyler family, for several generations, exerted a powerful in-
fluence over the Indians.

During the revolution, the Albany committee nobly sustained
their countrymen, in their opposition to British sway, and af
forded aid, in troops and money, to the suffering inhabitants of
. Tryon county, to assist them in repelling the frequent attacks of
" the merciless horde of tories and Indians, who ravaged their
settlements.

Burgoyne had b d, at the ement of his paign, that his army
should revel upon the spoils of Albany. but he only visited the city as a captive.
Sir Henry Clinton twice attemnpted to invade it, but met with sufficient obstacles
to prevent his success.

.It became the capital of the state in 1807. Since the intro-
duction of steamboats, and the completion of the canals, the
growth of the city and county have been rapid, and the lines of
railyoads, which connect it with Boston and Buffalo, are giving

.. it a still greater impulse. »

The extensive manor of Re lnerwyck, pying a territory four by
forty-cight mmles in extent. descended, hy entaillment, to the eldest male duwhdnnt
of Kilaen Van Rensselaer. The last proprictor was the late patroon, Stephen
Van Rensselaer, a mgn, whose munificent patronage of every object which could
benefit his fellow citizens, or aid in diffusing happiness among men, has embalmed
his memory. -

At his death, the manor was divided between his two sons, Stephen and William
P. Van Renssclaer, the former receiving the portion west of the Hudson, and the
latter, that lying cast of the river.

The lands had lly been g d onp leases, the rental being pay-
able in produce. Some peruonnl services were usually required, by the terms of
the lease, but seld by the p The effort, on the part of the
bresenv. proprietors, to enforce the collecuon of the rents, was et by strenuous
‘opposition, on the part of the who lves into anned organiza-
tions, and jn their conflict with the officers of the law, several individuals were

<killed.

These organizations have, of Inte, assumed a political character. Both the
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{J
proprictors and the t have h d from the,‘evnsiatur‘c. but as yet

no decisive action has heen taken, by that body. The inconmstency of the feudal
tenure, with the spirit of our institutions, will be admitted by all; but thefre s
great difficulty in legislating justly upon the subject.

Crries AND VILLAGES.~ ALBANY cITY is sitnated on the west
bank of the Hudson, 145 miles above New York. Itappearsto
great advantage, from the river, rising rapidly from the
bank, and exhibiting its public buildings in bold relief The
ailuvial valley of the Hudson extends about a quarter of a mile
from the river bank. From this valley, a bluff rises abruptly,
140 feet, and, in the distance of a mile, about eighty feet mnore.
Upon this bluff, are situated most of the public buildings.

In 1845, the city had 116 strects and lanes. It is divided into
ten wards, each of which elcct anmually, an alderman and as-
sistant alderman, who together form the common council of the
city.

The public buildings are, many of them, clegant and costly.
The Capitol, crected at an expense of $130 000, is a fine free-
stone edifice. The State Hall, built of white marble, and firc-
proof, is an elegant building, of the Ipnic order, surmounted by
a domes It cost $350,000. The City Hall stands near it, and
is also a fine Grecian structure, of’ white marble, surmounted
by a gilded dome. The Albany Academy, an clegant building -
of Nyack freestone, opposite the state hall, cost, including the
grounds, more than $100,000.

‘This building, and the capitol have large parks, in front, surrounded by sub-
stantial iron fences, and planted with ornamental trecs and shrubbery.

The Albany Female Academy is a chaste, marble building,
erected at a cost of about $30,000. The Albany Exchange, of
massive granite; the Museum, of marble ; the Mcdical College,
of brick, and well adapted to the purposes, to which it is applied ;
the State Normal School ; and the State Geological rooms, oc-
cupying the old state hall, are the other principal buildings.

Several of the churches, also, are deserving of notice for their
architectural beauty. Among these. we may mention the Mid-
dle Dutch church, on Beaver street; the Pearl strect Baptist
church, a finely proportioned structure, in thetfonic style, and
surmounted by a splendid dome ; the Hudson street Methodist
church, one of the most chaste and beautiful models for a
church in the United Statcs; the Preebyterian, and Roman
Catholic churches, in Chapel street, &c., &c.

Among the hotels the Delavan House, stands precminent for
simple grandeur and chasteness of architecture. It was comple,
ted in 1845, and cost about $200,000. The Eagle, Congress
Hall, Mansnon, Townsend, American, Carlton, Stanwix Hall,
and the Franklin House, are also well conducted hotels.
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The Statc L‘ibtrary, founded by the munificence of the state,
has an excellefit’collection of works on history, geography, and
general literature.  An cxtensive law library is connected ‘with
it. The entire collection numbers over 15,000 volumes, and is
accessible to all,.without charge. ’

The Albany Library, founded in 1792, and now numbering
about 9,000 volumes, occupies apartments in the Albany fe-
malp academy. The Albany Institute is a scientific institution,
designed to encourage attention to history, and gencral science,
in the city and state. It has a valuable library, of nearly 2000
volumes, in the building of the Albany academy.

The Young Men’s Association cccupices a fine suite of rooms
in the exchange. It has a well conducted reading room, a
library of 3200 volumes, and sustains a course of lectures each
winter.  The number of its members is over 1500. It was the
first institution of the kind in the state.

The Alms House has connccted with it, a fine farm ,of 150
acres, cultivated by the inmates. There arc in the city, two
Orphan Asylums, supported by private charity, which provide
for the support and cducation of about 150 children ; and a num-
ber of other benevolent societies. 3

The Albany Academy, founded in 1813, has eight teachers,
and about 200 pupils. The Albany Female Academy, founded
in 1814, has twelve teachers, and about 275 pupils. The
Albany Female Seminary has six teachers. There are nu-
merous 6ther schools, of considerable reputation. The public
schools have nine school houses, costing between $30,000 and
$40,000.

'The Albany Medical College is a flourishing medical school,
having an able faculty, and one of the best anatomical museums
in the United States. It has seven professors.

The State Geological Rooms, in the old state hall, contain
the'splendid collection of the state geologists, arrunged, in the
lower rooms, -in the order of the successive strata, and in the
upper, in the order of the countice. Hecre, too, are specimens
of' the mineral and vegetable treasures of the state, appropri-
ately arranged, &nd a large collection of’ the quadrupeds, birds,
fishes and reptiles of the state. They are open, free of expense,
to all.

At the junction of the Erie canal with the Hudeon, the citi-
zens have constructed an extensive basin, to protect the boats
from the winds, and give them greater facilities for discharging
their cargoes. . .

The city is largely engaged in manufactures. Its iron found-
rics are among the largest in the country. More stoves are

-manufadtured here, thar in any other city, or town, in the union.
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Coaches, sleighs, hats, caps, and bonnets, are also largely man-
ufactured ; the three latter articles, to the amoant of nearly pne
million of dollars, annually. It has extcnsive manufactories of
pianofortes. Leather is_ produced to the amount of more than
$400,000 per annum. Population in 1845, 41,129.

West T'roy, in the town of Watervliet, is a thriving village,
possessing excellent hydraulic privileges, which it derives from
the surplus waters of the Erie canal. It is a convenient depot
for merchandise, from its facilities for transportation, and is
largely engaged in manufactures, having twenty-five or thirty
manufacturing establishments. The United States arsenal, es-
tablished here in 1813, is the largest arsenal of construction, in
the United States.

Attached to the establishment, are ahout ioo acres of land, contamming thirty-
eight buildings, for workshops and Itc ly employs about 200
officers, soldiers, and workmen, and manufactures annually, munitions of war, o
the amount of about $100,000. ‘T'he grounds are enclosed by an iron fence in
front, and a wall of stone bn the sides and rear.

The Erie and Champlain canals form a junction, a short dis-
tance above the village, and a bridge and two ferries connect it
with Troy. Population in 1845, about 6000.

At Neskayuna in the same township, is a community of
Shaking Quakers, established in 1776, by Ann Lee, the founder .
of the sect. This was the first Shaker establishment in the
United States.

Cohoes village, also in this town, possesses onc of #fe finest
water privileges in the state, and its advantages for manufac-
turing, are hardly surpassed. It is estimated, that at the lowest
stage of the water, there is sufficient to run 1,000,000 spindles.
Population in 1845, over 2000.

Rensselaerville, in the town of the samc name, is situated on
Foxes creek. 1t has some manufactures, and about 1000 in-
habitants.* :

Coeymans is‘a. small manufacturing village, having a good *
landjng, and some trade with New York. It has also some
manufactures. Population 1000.

* From this town, in 1779, Captain Deitz, and two lads narfled John and Robert
Brice, were taken as captivea by the Induns, and suffered all the barbarities
which the malice of the savages could inflict. Captain Deutz died at Montreal,
from the effect of their cruclties ; but the hoys were exc hanged at the close of

the war, and returned home. This is believed to have heen the nearest ap-
proach made to Albany, by the Indians during the Revolution.
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Square Miles,2:'

,Organized, 1683.

Population, 391,223.
Valuation, 1845, $239,905,517.

The city and county are of equal extent.*

Rivers. B, East River. C. Hudson River.
a. Harlaem River. q. Spuyten Puy-
vel Creek. n. Hellgate,

Bays. A.New York Bay.

Islands. d. Randall’s. p. Barn. s.
Blackwell’s. v. Governor’s. e. Bud-
low’s. j. FEllis’.

Forts. Castle Garden, or Castle Clin-
ton. Fort Columbus, on Governor’s
island. Fort Wood, on Bedlow’s
‘island.

Battle Fields. Kip’s and Turtle Bay.
Harlaemn Heights. Fort Washington.

Universities, Columbia College. Uni-
versity of New York.

Cities. New York City.

Bounparies. North by Westches-
ter coupty; East by Westchester
county Long Island; South by
Long Island and the waters of New
Yorkbay ; and West by New Jerscy.

. Ita territory extends to low water mark on
the Jersey side of the Hudson, as well as to the
same point on the Long Island side of the East
niver, and the Westchester side of the Harlaem.

Svurrace. The lower part of the
» county, though originally rough and
br8ken, has been graded and levelled,
and now rises gradually, from the
shores of the Fludson and East riv-
ers, towards the centre of the city.
The upper part is still hilly, and bas
extensive marshes,

Rivers. The East river, or strait,
and the Hudson, or Northriver, wash
its eastern and western shores, af-
‘fording fine anchorage, and sufficient
depth of water, to permit the largest

* The numbers refer to the wards.
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ships to come up to the wharves. The Harlagm river is a nar-
row strait, connecting by meins of Spuyten Duyvel ereck, East
river with the Hudson. Scveral small streams water the up-
per portions of the county, but none of them are of sufficient size
to be worthy of notice. ~The original name of the island was
Manhattan, a word of doubtful etymology, but of late ycars, it
has been known by the name of New York Island.

Bays. The upper, or New<Yoik bay, proper, is one of the
finest harbors in the world, affording anchorage ground suffi-
cient for the navies of the world. The lower bay, or harbor,
is alsp spacious, but not so completely land locked as the upper.

It furnishes, however, convenient and secure anchorage
ground.

Kip’s and Turtle bays, on the east, and Striker’s bay, on the
west side of the island, arce small inlets, only worthy ofnotice,
for their historic interest.

IsLanps. Randak’s, Barn, and Blackwell’s islands, in the
East river, and Governor’s, Bedlow’s, and Ellis’, in the harbor,
with some smaller islands, belone to the county.

On Governor's island are Fort Columbus, and Castle William ; on Bedlow's,
Fort Wodd. There are also other fortitications, on Long Island and Staten leland,
intended, like these, for the defence of the harbor.

Cumate. The clinate of New York county is, from its situ-
ation, more equable than that of the inland counties, generally.
The sea breezes waft a refreshing coolness, over thg, heated
streets in summer, and temper the intensge cold of the wintry
blasts. In healthfulness, it occupies a very high rank, among
the great citics of the world. Its ratio of deaths, to the popula-
tion, is less than that of any of the large cities of Europe.

GroLoGy AND MINERALS. The rocks of this county, with the
exception of a small section at the cxtreme north, are primitive.
Granite characterizes the river banks, and huge boulders of it
lie scattered over the surface. Dolomite, (a species of marble),
bog iron ore, and oxide of manganese, arc the principal mine-
ralsapplicuble to use in the arts.

Among those nteresting to the mincralogist, may he d fine sp
of tremolite, py mica, tourmal serpentine and aimdhthus  Some speci-
mens of pyrites, epidote, lamellar feldspar, sulbite, garnet, staurotide, graphite, &c.,

have also been met with. Marble is abundant, and cxtensively quarrnied, in the
northern part of the sland.

Sou. anp VeGeTaBLE Proniicrions.  The soil is generally fer-
tile, but too costly to be devoted toagricultural purposes. Gar-
dens, of considerable extent, arc cultivated, in the upper part of
the island.

The 1sland was originally well wooded, but most of the tunber 18 now cut off.
Oak, pme, hemlock and chestnut, were the principal forest trees.

Pursuirs. Manufacturing is the pursuit of a majority of the
inhabitants of the county. The articles manufactured are nu-
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merous, and amatnted, in 1845, as nearly as can be ascertaineds
to betwoen cighteen and twenty millions of dollars, giving
employment to more than sixty thousand persons.

Commerce. In commerce, this county surpasses every other
city or county on the continent, and is the second city in the
world, in commercial importance.

In 1845, the registered, licensed and enrolled shipping of the
county, amounted to 550,359 tons. The.shipping, entered the
same year, amountcd to over one million tons, and the clearan-
ces, to about the same amount.

This commerce 18 extended to every part of the globe. Not only do the ships
of this port visit the various ports of our own country, and Europe, but their sails
flutter in the breezos of China, and Japan ; their lag is known on the coasts of
Arabia, Persia and India, and their trude sought by the swarthy sons of Africa
and New Holland, and by the natives of the unnumbered iwles, that gem the wide
expanse of the Pacific.  Wherever there 1s an opportunty for traffic, therc the
Amernican flag s the first unfurled

Directly, or ind ly, this ce furnishes the mians of support, Yo many
thousands of her own citizens, and also to milhons in other counties 4nd states.

The great system of internal navigation, so nobly begun and
carricd on by the staute, has also brought immense wea&th into
the city.

‘The amount of produce brought to the Hudson. fromn all the canals, in 1845, the
greater pait of wlich came to New York, was over forty-five nullions of dollars,
and the amount, which was cleared fron the Hudson niver, the same year, (most
of which was from New York), was over fifty-five mihions, making a total inter-
nal trade, of about onc hundred nnihions of dollars per annum.

Agriculture is not an object of great attention. Horticulture
furnishes employment to a considerable number of persons, in
the upper part of the island.

Epucartion. The common school systcm of the city of New
York has been already described. (Sce page 124.)

It only remains to say, that more hiberal and ample provision, for furnishing a
thorcugh education, cven to the most indigent, 15 nowhere made. The child of

.the poorest enngrant may obtain, free of expense, 1f he chooses, as full instruction
m the seiences, as the son of the wealthiest citizen 1n the city.

In addition to the comunon schools, there are twenty-eight incorporated schools
and academies in the county, seventeen of which are female scunnaries. These
arc well conducted, and attended by large numbers.  There are also several hun-

dred private and seloct schools, , it 18 esti d, by more than 20,000
pupils

There arc two colleges in the city ; viz: 1. Columbia College,
founded in 1754, and amply endowed. It has a president and
ten professors, 104 students, and a library of 14,000 volumes.
The grammar school, connected with it, has between 200 and
300 pupils. The college edifices are located at the foot of Park
place.

2. The University of the city of New York, locatedon Wash-
ington square. The university edifice is of white marble, in the
collegiate Gothig :ty le, and is one of the finest buildings in the
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. [ .
city. Its cost was nearly $300,000. It has a president, and
eleven professors, 143 students, and a valuable library. Con-
nected with it, is a large and flourishing grammar school.

A medical department is S 1 with the university. It is in a prosperous

il and pies a fine granite build formerly known as the Stuyvesant

Institute. This department has seven ¥ 407 d and a valuable
museum.

Besides these, there are several professional schools in the city. The College
of Physici and Surg mn (‘mqhy ntreet. was founded in 1807, and bas al-
ways maintained a ligh rank, honls of our country. It has
reven professors, 279 students, and an exl(‘nslvc and valuable museum and hbrary.
The College of Pharmacy is a recent institution, designed for the education of
apothecarics.

The G 1 Theol 1 Seminary of the Pre Episcopal Church in the
Umited States, nccuples two clegant gothic buildings, of stone, i the upper part of
the city, has five p seventy il and a lhibrary of 7300 volumes. It

was founded in 1819. The Umon Theological Semmary of the Preshyterian
Church, situated m University Place, was founded in 1836, has six professors, 112
students, and a hbrary of over 16,000 volumes.

Reuicions DenomiNaTioNs. Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Bap-
tists, Methodist Episcopal, Dutch Reformed, Roman Catholics,
Methodists not Episcopal, Jews, Congregationalists, Lutherans,
Universalists, Friends, Unitarians, New Jerusalem Church,
Christians and Moravians. Number of churches 217, of cler-
gymen 282,

Hisrory. The leading facts, connected with the settlement
of New York, or New Amsterdam, as the city was called by the
Dutch, have been already stated, in the general historical
sketch. From the time of its discovery, in 1609, by Henry Hud-
son,up to the year 1625, no permanent settlement of emigrants
seems to have been made.

Companics of adventurers had visited Manhattan Island, erected trading houses,
for carrying on the traflic in furs with the natives, and when their objects were
accomphshed, had returned to Holland. A few, perbaps, fond of this roving hife,
had remained, and acquired that knowledge of the Indian character, which ena-
bled them, more lucccsafully. to secure his peltries.  None, howcver, settled as
cnlnnmn,onzrt E:::cure:i from its native proprictors, a title to the soil, except for the

In 1614, the Governor of Virginia, Sir Thomas Dale, in order
to keep the restless spirits of his colony empleyed, fitted out
an expedition under Captain Argall, against the Krench settle-
ment at Acadia, (now Nova Scotia.) Returning from his
cruise, Argall entered the bay of New York, and compelled the
few Dutch traders, whom he found there, to swear fealty to the
English crown.

After the formation of the Dutch West India Company, they
took immediate measurcs for ecstablishing a permanent colony,
at this important post.

Under their fostering care, bouweries, or farms, were soon taken up, md a sub-
m“t:ll fort being erected, the rude dwellings of the settiers began to cluster
aro it
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Under the adm?nistration of Minuit, it prospered and increas-

ed in population and importance. The intemperance and quar-

. relsome tempers of the next two Governors, Van Twiller and

Kicft, brought serious evils upon the iiifant settlement. The

injustice of the latter to the Indians, having roused their enmi-
ty, had well nigh exterminated it, in 1643 and 44.

Wretchedness and want stared the colonists in the face, and
but for the vigor and cnergy of Governor Stuyvesant’s adminis-
tration, they would pcrhaps have abandoned the settlement.

In 1642, the Stadt Huys, or cit'* Hall, was crected. 1t was
built of stone, and was taken down in 1700. The same yecar,
the first church, (Dutch Reformed,) was crected in the fort.
In 1653, the city of New Am#gterdam was incorporated, by the
States General of the Netherlands, and its officers were elected
by. the people.

In 1653, it was rumored that the New Eagland colonists in-
tomaed to attack New Amsterdam : measures were consequent-
ly taken to put the city in a state of defence; and during that,
and the succeeding ycar, a palisade of boards about twelve
feet in height was erected, and an embankment of earth
thrown up against it.

" Fond of their case, however, the good citizens did not maintain their fortifica-

tions, in such perfection, as to make them of any great avail, against an invading
foe.

In 1655, Governor Stuyvesant, with the greater part of the
inhabitants of the city, capable of bearing arms, engaged in the
%pedition against the Swedes, on the south, or Delaware river.

hile they were absent on this expedition, the city was invaded
by the Indians, several of the bouweries plundered, and a few
killed. The Indians, however, did not venturc within the city
walls. In 1636, it was laid out into strects, and then contained

.120 houses, and 1000 inhabitants. .

In 1664, heating of the approach of the English fieet, Governor
.Stuyvesant summoned the citizens of New Amsterdam, to-aid
him in repelling the threatened invasion, but his arbitrary sway
had produced so much disaffection, that they were not averse to
any change, which promised to increase their civil and religious
privileges.

They consequently made but little preparation for the defence
of the city, and when Col. Nicolls demanded its surrender, oﬂ'ex:-
ing favorable terms of capitulation, they insisted upon a compli-

. ante with them.

- In vain Governor Stuyvesant remonstrated, threatened and
Fefused fo sign the treaty of capitulation ; the sturdy burghers
were bent on submission to English rule, and he was, atlength,
compelled, though with the utmost reluctance, to affix his sig-
nature to the instrument. As has been already stated, (see
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page 61,) the name of the city and county was'cLangéd, imme-
diately after the capitulation, to New York, in honor of the
Duke of York.

Under the mild and™beneficent administiration of Colenel
Nicolls, and his successor, Governor Lovelace, the city prosper-
ed, and increased in pepulationand wealth.

It was again captured by the Dutch, in July, 1673, and during
the administration of Governor Colve, martial law was main-
tained. The name of the city was changed to New Orapge, and
of the fort to William Hendrick.

In Oct. 1674, it wasagain surrendered to the English, and the
old nume of New York resumed. The assessors’ valuation of
property in the city, in 1688, was £78.231. (ubout $320,000.) In
1690, a Congress, of the commissioners of the several colonies,
was held at New York. In 1694, there were sixty ships, twenty -
five sloops, and forty boats, belonging to the city.

In 1696, T'rinity church was built.  This building was brned
in 1776. The first Lutheran church was built in 1710, on the
site lately occupicd by Grace church. It was crected by some
Palatines, who had fled from persecution in Germuny.

In 1711, a slave market was established in Wall street, near
Kast river. The next year, an insurrection occurred among
the ncgroes, and ninetecn were exccuted. In 1725, the first
newspaper was published in the stute. 1t waus called the New
York Gazette. In 1732, the first stuge comnenced running,
between New York and Boston once a month, occupying four-
teen days in the journey. The same distance is now traversed,
by steamboat and railroad, in nine hours. .

In 1740, the New York Socicty Library was founded. Du-
ring the two succeeding y cars, the yellow fever prevailed inthe
city, to an alarming extent. In 1741, the Necgro plot, which has
been described, in the general history of the state, occurred. It
occasioned greacalarm in the city, as, of the 12,000 inhabitants
it then contained, one-sixth were slaves. For the suce
thirty yecars, the growth of the city was rapid, both ip3
and population. The New York Hospital was founde gub-
scription, in 1769.

In August, 1776, the city fell into the hands of the British. It
had, at this time, 4 population of 20,000. In $cptember of this
year, occurred a disastrous fire, which consumed one-eighth of
the houses of the city. During their stay in the city, the British
troops destroyed all the churches, except the Episcopal, or used
them for hospitals, prisoner’s barracks, or riding schools. They
evacu?.ted the city, and General Washington entered it, in No-
ve:mber, 1783. A large number of the .ory inhabitants, left
with the British army, and their estates were confiscated.

Y



"NEW YORK COUNTY., 145

In 1788, the adoption of the new Constitution of the United
States, was cclebrated by a grand procession, and in 1789,
‘Washington was inaugurated, as the first President, in the open

.gaHery of the old City Hall, facing Broad street.

In December, 1790, the population of the city was about 30,000.
Free schools were established in the city, in 1797, though not
incorporated, till 1805. 1n 1801, the total valuation of real estate
in the city was a little short of $22,000,000.

The erection of the present City Hall was determined on,
during the nextycar, 1802, and the corner stone laid in Septem-
ber, 1803. The population of'the city in 1600, was 60,000, hav-
ing doubled inten years. In 1807, the first successful attempt
al eteamboat navigation, wis made on the Hudson, by Fulton
and Livingston.

In 1810, the population of the city was 96,000, being an in-
crease of 36,000 in ten years. In 1815, the news of peace with
Gren* Britain, was celebrated, with great rejoicings. In 1822,
the yellow fever made its appearance. Great consternation
was felt by the inhabitants, and large numbers left the city.

In 1826, the completion of the Krie canal called forth an ex-
traordinary triumphal procession. The population, in 1830,
way 202,000. In 1832, the cholera raged fearfully in the city.
More than 10,000 persons fell, as its victims. ln December,
1835, occurred the great fire, which destroyed property, to the
amount of ncarly $18,000,000. Scvere as was this loss, the
failures in consequence, were comparatively few.

” The same year, (1835,) the citizens voted to construct an
“aqueduct, from the Croton river to their city, for the purpose of

supplying themselves with pure water. This magnificent en-

terprise was so far completed, in 1842, that water was introdu-

ced into the city, on the 14th of October, of that year, amid the

rejoicings of the inhabitants. In July, 1845, another disastrous
" fire occurred, which destroyed property to the amount of about
. six millions of dollare. .

The only important battle, on New York island, was that of
Harlaem Heights, on the 16th of September, 1776. After the
disastrous battle of Long Island, on the 27th of August, it be-
came evident that the American army must evacuate New
York. Accordingly, Washington ordered the troops to retreat,
toward the north part of the island. )

On Sunday, the 15th of September, the British, after station-
imgz their shipsin the Eastund North rivers, so as to cannonade

-our lines, commenced landing in force, at T_url.le bay : the
Americpn troops in the vicinity fled, without making any attempt
“at resistance. Meantime, several brigades of General Put-
nam’s division were in the city: by his exertions, they suc-
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ceeded in passing the enemy, with very tnﬂmg lbss. The i m-
tense heat, however, proved fatal to a number.

Wnahmgton then ordcred the troops to occupy the helghts of
Harlaem,—a strong position. On the morning of the 16th, sev- ,
cral parties of the enemy appeared, on the plains, in front of the
Americancamp. Lieutenant Colonel Knowlton’s rangers, who-
had been skirmishing with an advanced party, came in and re-
ported that a body of the enemy were under cover of a small
eminence, at a little distance.

‘Willing to raise the spirits of our men, Washington detached
Colonel Knowlton with his rangers, (selccted, mainly, from the
Connecticut regiments,) and Major Lcitch, with three compa-
nies of choice Virginian troops, to astack them in the rear, while
a feigned attack should be made in front.

The action was successful, and greatly inspirited our troops,
but the.two bruve lgaders, Knowlton and Leitch, fell early in
the conflict. Our loss was four or five killed, and forty we .odz
ed; that of the British more than twenty killed, and seventy-
cight wounded.

DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY. Streets, squares, &c. The city
covers the whole island. The portion which is densely built,
lies south of Twenty-third street, being about three miles in
length, and varying in breadth, from half a mile, to two and a
quarter miles. In this territory, there are over 350 streets, and
on the island more than 480.

There are a number of public squares, but not so many as the
dense populationrequires. The principal are ; 1st, the Battery,«
a crescent shaped park, containing about eleven acres, with
gravelled walks, and grass plats, well shaded with trees. It
affords a fine view of the shipping. Castle Clinton, connected
with it by a bridge, has been transformed into a garden and am- -
phitheatre, capable of containing 10,000 persons.

2d. The Bowhng Greenis a small ellipse, enclosed by an iron
fence; having a fine public fountain, which is made to fall over
a rude pile of rocks.

3d. The Park is a triangular area, of about eléven acres, laid '
out with walks, planted with trees, and surrounded by a massive
iron fence. It contains a number of public buildings. In the
southern angle, is 1 magnificent fountain, playing within a basin
100 feet in diameter.

4th. Washington Squ'tre, or the Parade Ground, contains not
quite ten acres. It is neatly laid out and finely shmkd .

5th. Union Place is an elliptical area, of considerable extent,
at the northern termination of Broadway, adorned wit): trees
and a fine fountain.
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.Tnmpkfns S.uare, and Bellevue, in the eastern part of the
city, are places of considerable resort. The latter containe the
new almshouse.

Hudson Square, or St. John’s Park, belonging to Trinity
church, isa beautiful park of four acres, highly ornamented, and
has a fountain. In the upper part of the city, several squares
are rescrved, but not yet regulated.

Pusuic BuiLpings. Many of these are among the finest
models of architecture in the country.

The City Hall, already referred to, located in the Park, is a
magnificent structure, and shows to great advantage. It is 216
teet long, and 105 wide.

Its arclutecture is Grecun, the suceessive stories being lonic, Corinthian, and
Composite. ‘The front and cnds are of white marble, and the rear of brown free
stone. From the centre rises a lofty cupgla, which overlooks the whole city,
where a watchman 1s stationed, to give the alarm of fire. It contains clegant
roomns for the Governor, the Commnon Council, and the Superior Court, besides

L e offices.  1ts cost exceeded half a million of dollars.

The Merchant’s Exchange, in Wall street, is one of the most
imposing and costly structures, on the American continent. It
is built of bluc Quincy granite, and is absolutely incombastible.
1ts length i¢ 200 feet, width 144, and height seventy-seven feet,
to the top of the cornice, and 124, to the top of the dome.

On the Wall street front is a recersed portico of eigh massive col , each
of a single block of gramte, thirty-eight feet high, four feet four nches 1n diamneter,
and weighing about forty-three tons. The exchange or rotunda i the centre, is
capable of holding 3,000 persons, being, including the recesses, 100 feet mm diame-
ter, and eighty-seven feet high to the top of the dome. The dome rests on eight

or of polished ltahan marble, each forty-one feet high, and four
rect eight imches in diameter.  The cost of the building 18 estunated at $1,800,000.

The Custom House, extending from Wall to Pine streets, is
n magnificent Doric building, of white marble, after the model
of the Parthenon, at Athens.

Brick, gramte and marble, are its only materials. It has & portico on each
front, of eight Doric columns, five feet eght inches m diameter;”and thirty-two feet
high. The great business hall, 182 lar Yooun, sur 1 by a dome, that is

supported by sixtecn Corinthian pillars, each thirty feet hugh. The cost of the
busld lud th:z g d, was $1,175,000. The number of officers employed
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here, 18 354.

The Hall of Justice, on Centre street, is a massive structure,
of Hallowell granite, in the Egyptian style of architecture, of
which it is an admirable specimen.

Its gloomy and hcavy aspect, however, have acquired for it the title of “the
Egyptian tombs.” Beside rooms for the Police, and other courts of the city, it
ipcjudcs the House of Detention, or prison, containing 148 cells.

Cunurcaes. Trinity church, complcted in 1846, is one of the
most costly and magnificent churches in America. It is con-
-structed’of brown sandstone, in the perpendicular Gothic style.
Its spire is 283 feet in height, and is of stone throughout.
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The length of the building is 192 feet, and its breadth eighty-
four.

Grace church, on Broadway, two and a half miles north of
Trinity, is a Gothic strubture, of rare beauty, erccted in 1845.

St. John’s church, on Varick street, is one of the finest pro-
portioned churches in the city. It cost $200,000, and has a
steeple 220 feet in height.

St. Thomas’ church, in Broadway, the church of the Ascen-~
sion, and the church of the Transfiguration, in the upper part
of the city, are also fine edifices. The Dutch Reformed church
on Washington square, und that in Lafayette place, are good
specimens of church architecture, the tormer in the Gothic, and
the latter in the Grecian style. -

The Scotch Presbyterian church, in Grand street, is a hand-
some edifice of the Ionic order, with a portico of six massive
columns. 1t cost $114,000.

The Rutger’s street church, and the Duane street chaxgl,
are both well proportioned, and imposing buildings. 'I'he Beck-
manstreet church has alofty and clegant steeple.  The Roman
Catholic church, in Barclay strect,. is a substantial granite
structure.

The Roman Catholic Cathedral, in Prince strect, is a very
large cdifice of sandstone. 'The Krench Protestant church, in
Frauklin strect, isbuilt of white marble. It is of the Ionic order.
The lirst Baptist church, in Broome street, is a fine Gothic
cdifice, with a very imposing interior.

The,Chapel of the New York University, (usually occupied on
the Sabbath, as a place of worship,) is one of the most perfeet
specimens of Gothic architecture, ever erected in this country.

Horers. The Astor House is an immense granite building,
with three fronts, one on Broadway, of 201 fect, another on
Barclay street, of 154 feet, and the third on Vesey street, of
146} feet, and ‘tost about $800,000. It contains 303 rooma.
The United States Hotel is afine marble building, scven stories
high, containing 225 rooms, and cost $350,000.

The Franklin House, Howard’s Hotel, Judsoifs, Rathbone’s,
the City, Croton, Carlton, the Pearl strect House, and many
others, are extensive and clegant buildings, furnishing ample
accommodation, for the thousands who visit the city, for busi-
ness, or pleasure.

Rairoaps, &c. Three lines of Railroads connect dircctly
with New York city : viz. the Harlaem railroad, now progress-
ing rapidly towards Albany ; the Long Island Railroad, extend-
ing from Brooklyn to Greenport, and the New Jersey, extend-
ing to Philadelphia. and forming a part of the great chain
connecting with Wilmington, North Carolina. This road has
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several branchgs ¢ one to Morristown, and another to Patterson,
New Jersey.

Besides these, there are three others, connecting, by steam-
boat‘u, with the city, and at no great distance from it. These
are the New York and Eric railroad, commencing at Piermont ;

™ .
the Camden and Amboy, commencing at Amboy, New Jersey,
und the Housatonic, at Bridgeport, Conn.

Lines of stecamboats, also, ply between this city and Albany,
Troy, Newburgh, Poughkeepsie, Hudson, Catskill, and other
places on the Hudson river : Norwalk, New Haven, Hartford,
Norwich, Stonington and Providence, Newark, New Bruns-
wick, Elizabethtown, &c. as well as to the several small villa-
ges on Long Island, and Staten Islend.

Steamers als) leave for England, every month, and lines of
packets, for London, Liverpool, Havre, New Orleans, Mobile,
and Havana, every week.

Warer Works. The Croton Water VWorks deserve to be
-¢25€i0ered us onc of the most magnificent enterprises of modern
times. The water is brought from the Croton river, a stream
in Westchester county, .

A dam 250 feet long, seventy feet wude at bottom, and seven at top, and forty
feet high, has been constructed, creating a pond five miles long. From this dam,
the aqueduct proceeds, through hills and over valleys, to the Harlaem niver, which
1t crosses on 4 massive stone bridge, 1150 feet long, crected at a cost of $300,000 ;
thence it crosses several streets, and follows the tenth Avenue down, from 151st
strect to 107th street ; here crossing a gquare, 1t follows the 9th Avenue, to 88th
street, where it curves and enters the  receiving reservorr, 1in 85th street.

I'he aqueduct 1s a hollow eylinder of brick, laid in hydrauhe cement.  The re-
celving reservorr s thirty eight nules from the Croton dam. 1t covers thurty five
< res, and will contain 150 mllions of gallons. From this reservorr the water 1y
conducted 1n iron pipes, along the 5th Avenue, to the distributing reservoir, on
Murray il in Fortieth strect.

T'huis reservorr covers four acres, 18 constructed of stone and cement, is forty-
three feet high fiom the stieet, and contains twenty nulhions of gallons.  From it,
ihe water 18 distributed over the eity, i won pipes, lard so deep under ground, as
to be recure from the frost  I'he supply of water 1 ample, both for the use of the
mhabitants, and for fires. There are 1400 fire hydrants, and 600 free hydrants.
No city 1n the woild 15 bet er supplied, with pure and wholesome water, than New

" York.
- PupLic INstrrerions or THE ciTY. The American Institute
wass incorporated in 1829, for the encouragement of agriculture,
manufactures, commerce and the arts.

Tt has a suite of roows in the second story of the New City Hall, where 1t has a
hibrary, models for machinery, &c. It holds an annual far, cevery autunn, which
1 vinited by not less than 20,000 persons.

The Mechanice’ Institute has for its object, the instruction of
1néchanies and others, in scicnce, and the arts.
The Institute has cstablished annual cdurses of popular lecturcs, and has a

hi

library, reading room, museum, and collection of ch 1and philosog l.nppnr-
“atus. A male and a female school have been established, under the superintend-
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ence of its board, the former in 1838, the latter in 1839; hoth of whlch, have
been eminently successful.

The American Art Union is an incorporated association, for
the promotion of the figearts. 1ts rooms arc at 322 Broadway.
The Chamber of Commerce was established for the reguldtion
of trade, &e¢. in 1768.

ScienTiric Socieries.  The most important of these arc the
Lyceum of Natural History, founded in 1818, for the advance-
nent of knowledge in Zoology, Botany, Mineralogy, Geology,
and Conchology ; )

It has a large hbrary, and extensive and valuable collections, in cvery depart-
ment of natural history, wlich are all arranged for gratuitous exhibition, at its
rooms No. 659, Brondway.

The New York Historical Soeicty, occupying rooms in the
University building; its library is a very valuable one, of over
12,000 volumes, besides a collection of coins and medals.

The Ethnological Society, founded in 1842, for investigations
in history, languages, geography, &ec.; —

The New York Mcdical Society comprising the great body of
the educated physicians of the city ; ; its object is improvement
in medical science.

The National Academy of Design, established for the benefit
of living artists. They annually exhibit a large collection of
paintings.

Lisraries. The New York Society Library was established
in 1754. 1t has a fine building on Broadway, and a library of
40,000 volumes.

The Mercantile Library Association hasa fine suite of roomz
in Clinton Hall, a library of more than 21,000 volumes, and an
elegant reading room.

The Apprentlces Library at 32 Crosby street, contains 12,000
well sclected volumes.

The New York Luw Institute Library was established in
1828, and has a valuable library of about 3500 volumes of select
law books

BenevoLeNT INsTiTUTIONS.  Hogpitals. There are two hos-
pitals in the city. The New York Hospital, founded by sub-
scnptlon in 1769, is a noble institution. It has extensive build-
ings and grounds, and good accommodations for 250 patients.
It has ten visiting, and as many consultmg physicians.

The City Hospital,at Bellevue, is supported by the Municipal
government of the city. It has accommodations for between
200 and 300 inmates, and is under the management of a physh
cian, and several assistants.

The City Dispensary aflords aid to about 20,000 indigent pa-
tients annually. The Northern and Eastern Dlspensd.rles ad-
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minister relief tA from 5000 to 10,000 each. 'The New York
Eye Infirmary ireats over 1000 indigent patients, for diseases of
the eye. The Bloomingdale Lunatic Asylum, located at Bloom-

.ingdale, has about 200 patients. It is connected with the New
York Hospital. .

The City Lunatic Asylum, on Blackwell’s Island, has from
300 to 400 indigent patients. There is also a Lunatic Asylum
on Murray’s Hill, Fortieth.street. The Institution for the Blind,
on the ninth Avenue, has about sixty pupils.

The Deaf and Dumb Asylum, on Fiftieth street, has a princi-
pal, eight profcssors, and not far from 150 pupils. Its buildings
arc large and commodious.

. There are also six Orphan Asylums in the city, and several
institutions for aged and indigent females.

Societics are also founded, for the protection and benefit of
emigrants, who throng, in such vast numbcrs, to the city.

From its central position, and intimate connexion with other
scctions of the country, New York city has been made the head
<7l s, of numerous benevolent institutions, whose measures
are intended to benefit the whole country. The most prominent
of' these are the Amcrican Bible Society, the American and
Forcign Bible Society, the Methodist Book concern, the Amer-
ican Tract Society, the Home and Domestic Mission Societies,
the Seaman’s Friend Society, the Society for ameliorating the
condition of the Jews, the American Temperance Union, the
Moral Reform Society, the American, und the American and
Foreign Anti-Slavery Societies, the American, and the Ameri-
can Baptist Home Mission Societies, &c. &ec.

Praces or AmusemenT. Thesc are numerous. Beside two
museums, cach containing extensive collections of curiosities,
there are scveral public gardens, where there are frequent ex-
hibitions, picture gallerics, four large, and two or three lesser
theatres, &ec. &ec.

GovVERNMENT AND PoLiTICAL DIVISIONS OF THE.£ITY. For the
purposes of government and police, the city is divided into
.eighteen wards, cach of which elects, annually, an alderman
and assistant alderman, who, together, form the Common
Council, und with the Mayor, administer the government of the
city.

The police of the city, whose duty it is to preserve order, ar-
rest criminals, prevent riots, fclonies, and other misdemeanors,
give alarm of fires, &c., are 800 in number, and arc distributed
through the wards, according to their population.

. Ih each ward is a station house, and the police force of the ward, are under
she control of a captain of police, and two assistants. There arc six police Jus-
tices, who hold courts, in three different scctions of the city. The w_llole police
force, is urer the direction of a chief of police, whose rooms are in the new
City Hall in the Park.
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BusinEss oF ParTicutar Streers. Wall treet has become
the great rendezvous of bankers and brokers.. Pearl strect, of
wholesale dry goods dealers. South street, of wholesa.le flour
and produce dealers. Chatham street, of dcnlers in clothing.
Broadway is a fashionablc promenade ; and the Bowery, Grand,
and Canal streets, contain most of the retail stores.

Srones, &c. There arc in the city, 1981 wholesale, and
about 4000 retail, dry goods stores, employing a capital of more
than sixty millions of dollars. There are twenty-seven banks,
with an aggregate capital of $25,563,600, besides fonr saving
banke.

There are sixty-seven fire and marine insurance companies,
of which twenty-two are on the mutual principle. ” The remain-
der have a capital of about fourtecn millions of dollars. "T'here
are twelve life insurance companies, four of them on the mutual
principle, the remainder have a capital of $19,000,000. There
were, in 1846, 106 hotels and coflee houses.

Such 1s an inperfect view of the great conunercial metropohis nf out vo ™MV,
Her growth, thus far, has outstripped the exy 1ons, and ions of the
most sanguine ; and judging of the future hy the past, we arc compelled to beleve,
that ere the close of the present century, she will be, 1n population and commer-
cial importance, what L.ondon now 1s.

Her resources are qualled, and her capacity for accc dating and sup-
porting an immense population, unsurpassed ; and when the cities of the old world
have sunk to decay, New York, fulfilling the promise of her youth, will flourish,
quecn of ciues, and mart of the world.

LONG ISLAND.

Square miles, 1448, Population, 145,119,

Long Island forms so distinct a portion of the state, that it
merits a distinct description. It extends from 40° 34’ to 41° 10°
north latitude,..and from 2° 58’ to 5° 3’ cast longitude. It is
140 miles long, with an average breadth of 12 or 15 miles.

Surrack. A chain of low hills divides it centrally, north of
which, the country is rough and broken, but routh of it, is al-
most a perfect plain, apparently produced by the washing up
of the sund from the occan. This surface is somewhat sterile,
but produces heavy pine timber.

Rivers, Bavs, &c. There arc few streams worthy of note,
on the island, although as a whole, it is well watered. The Pe-
conic, Connccticut, and Nissiquogue, are the only ones of im-
portance.

Its bays are numerous. On the southern coast, the Great
South bay extends from Hempstead to Brookhaven, a distance
of more than 70 miles It is from two to five miles wide, and is
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separated from tlre ocean, by a beach of sand, varying in width
" from a few rods to half a mile, broken only by a few narrow in-
lets, which are constantly chanwmo' in demh with the action of
‘the waves.

+ At the eastern extremity of theisland, the Great Peconic bay
hasdivided it into two peninsulas, of unequal length. Gardiner’s
bay, between Shelter and Gardiner’s island, furnishes a fine
and commodious harbor.’

Smithtown bay, on the northern shore, is an open roadstead,
of no great depth of water, and unprotected from the winds,
by projecting headlands. Huntington bay is smaller, but af-
fords a fine harbor. Hempstead harbor, New York harbor,
and Jamaica bay, arc the only other ays worthy of notice.

Liakes. There are numerous small lakes, or ponds, seattered
over thelsurface of the island, some of them at short distances
from the shore. They are very uniform in their height and
temperature, being seldom frozen in winter,’and maintaining a
most delicious coolness insummer. Ronkonkama, Great Pond,
Fort Pond, and Success or Sacut Pond, arc the principal.

IsuaNps. A number of islands adjacent to Long Island, are
included in its territories. Of these, Shelter, Gardiner’s, Plum,
Robbin’s and Fisher’s islands, toward the castern extremity,
and Riker’s, Coney, Barren, &c., at the southwestern, are the
principal. A part of these are inhabited.

RaiLroap. The Long Island railroad traverses the whole
length of the island, and furnishes to its inhabitants easy and
speedy access to New York city.

Hisrory. Previous to its discovery and settlement by the
whites, Long Island seems to have been densely populated by
Indians.

Historians have enumerated the names of fourteen or fifteen tribes, of which
the principal were the Canarsce, Rockaway, Merikoke, Marsapeague, Secatogue,
and Patchogue tribes on the south side ; the Matmecock, Nwragnogue, Setaukel,
and Corchaug, on the north side; and (hc Shinecock, Manhasset, and M
from the Canoe Place to Mnnmnk Point.  Of these tribes. the Canarsce were guh-
‘ect to the lroquois ; the others were tributaries to the Montauks, whose sachem,
Wyandanch, was regarded as the grand sachem of the 1sland. The Pequots,
howevgr, had crossed ver from the northern shore of the sound, and levied a
heavy Yribute on these tribes ; and after that warlike people were snbdued by the
English, the Long Island Indians paid tribute to the English, and sought their
alliance and protection.

The division of the Island, between the Dutch and English,
was long a bone of contention. At length, by the treaty of
Hart(‘ord, made in 1650, it was settled that the English should
hold all of the island east of Oyster bay,and that the remainder -
should belong to the Dutch. Aftet this date, the eastern part
of the island wasunder the government of Connecticut. till 1664,
when the Duke of York claimed it as a part of his patent.
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III. KINGS COUNTY.

Square miles, 76. * Population, 78,691.
Organized, 1683. Valuation in 1845, $30,750, 472,

TOWNS.
1. Brooklyn, 1788. 3. New Utrecht, 1788. 5. Flatlands‘-'UBS
2. Gravesend, 1788, 4. Flatbush, 1788. 6. Bushwick, 1788.

Rivers, &c. B. East River. E. Atlantic Ocean. r. Jamaica Bay.
i. Wallabout Bay.

Bays, &c. A. New York Bay. a. Narrows. d. Coney Island.
Forts. Hamilton. Lafayette.

Battle Fields. Battle of Long Island.

Cities and Villages. Brooklyn, Flatbush, Williamsburgh.

Bounnaries. North by East river, and New York harbor;
East by Queens county ; South by the Atlantic; West by New
York bay, and the Narrows.

Surrace.. On the northeast, for three or four miles back
from the East river, it is hilly. ~Brooklyn Heights forms the
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termination of tho‘ridge, which runs through thetisland.  On the
. southeast,’a sund'i: plain extends to the ocean.
Rivers, &c. There are no streams of importance. The
.chiefbays, or indentgtions of the coast, are Gravesend bay,
Gowanus cove, and the Wallabout bﬁy. Plumb inlet, and
Rockaway inlet, on the south, communicatec with several ponds
in the interior.

GEeoLocy AND MINERALOGY. A. considerable portion of the
formation of the county is alluvial. The northern portion is
granite. Large boulders are found scattered over this, and the
adjoining counties. They are mostly granitic.

The principal minerals are hematitic iron ore, won pyntes, lignite, porcelain
z::'l. l;nugnctic ran sand, and garmet sand. There 18 also some peat, and a few

Sou, aNp VEGETABLE PropUcTions. The soil of this county
is possessed of greater natural fertility, than that of the other por-
tions of the Island, and it is highly cultivated. It is well adapt-
ed to horticulture, and fruits and flowers arrive at great perfec-
tion. The grape is extensively cultivated, throughout the
county. Little timber is found.

Pursurrs. Manufactures are the pursuit of a majority of the
inhabitants. ‘The principal articles are distilled liquors, (to the
amount of $1,680,000,) cordage, iron ware, oils, flour, oil cloths,
leather, glass, ale, &c.

Agriculture, and particularly horticulture, receive considera-
ble attention. Corn, oats, butter, potatoes, fruit, and market
vegetables, are produced in large quantities.

1ts commerce is large, but being included under the reports
for New York city, it is difficult to ascertain its amount with
accuracy.

Schoous. There are twenty-four public schoolhouses in
the county, in which schools were taught, the whole twelve
months, in the year 1845. During that year, 8891 children
reccived instruction, at an expense of 817,095, for teachers
wages. The libraries contained about 12,000 volumes.

‘The school organization of the city of Brooklyn has been already d ibed, (see
page 126.)

‘There are also ninefy-ninc eclect schools, containing 3516 pupils; one acade-
my, and two female seminaries, with 150 pupils.

ReLiciovs DenominaTions. Methodists, Dutch Reformed,

Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, Baptists, Con-
gregationalists, Universalists, Unitarians, and Friends. Num-
ber of churches, 75, of clergymen, 85.
. JHistory. The first settlement, in this county, was made by
‘a-small party of Walloons, or Waaloons, from the borders of
France, in 1625, on the shores of Wallabout bay, (called from
wnem Waalebocht or the bay of the Walloons.)
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Here, on the 17th of June, 1625, Sarah, cidest daughte; of George Jansen de
Rapalje, was born.  She was the first child of white parcnts born within the hmits
of the state of New York.*

. Within thesucceeding thirty years, settlements had been made
in Brooklyn, Flatbusl, Flatlands, Gra®send, New Utrecht,
and Bushwick.t

Gravesend was settled by English emigrants, who fled from persecution in New
FEngland. Of these, the most distinguished was the Lady Moody, and her son,
8ir Henry Moody. °

These towns were each organized under a separate govern-
ment, administercd by an officer, or officers, appointed by the
Director General.

None of them cnjoyed any thing like a rep ve gover t, and in the
days of Governor Stuyvesant, any attempt on their part, to claiin a sharc 1 1its
adminstration, was frowned down, with the utmmost severity. After New York
fell info the hands of the English, they were allowed to participate n the unper-
feet representative government of that period.

During the early part of the Revolution, Kings county was
the scene of many interesting incidents. Here occurred, on the
27th August, 1776, the battle of Long Island, which threw such
gloom upon thé rising hopes of our countrymen, in the outset
of the.revolutionary struggle. -

The British ministry, determined, if possible, to close the war
by a single blow, had concentrated a large force in the neigh-
borhood of New Y ork, well equipped, and furnished with all the
munitions of war.

Congress had assembled a force of negr 27,000 menupon Long
Island, but they were undisciplined m‘llitiu. More than one-
fourth of them were invalids, and the remainder but scantily
supplied with guns and ammunition.

On the 22d of August, the British fleet approached the Nar-
rows, and landed the troops at Gravesend and New Utrecht,
without resistance.

Dividing here, into three sections, under the guidance of in-
habitant= of these and other towns, who loved the gold of the
British, more than their own country, they procceded, by three
distinct routes, to invest the American camp, which lay prinei-
pally on Brooklyn heights. :

* There Is a tradition extant, that during the infancy of this Sarah Rapalje, Min-
nit, the Dutch Governor, being on a lmnunf excursion, with some associates,
near the Wallabout bay, entered the cubmn of Rapalje, to find something to satisfy
his hunger. Finding no one at hoine, and no tood, except an Indian dumphng,
they devoured that, when the wite of Rapulje, with her intant in her anmns, en-
tered, and berated them soundly for their intrusion, and particularly, for devour.
ing the food she had reserved for her infant. The Governor, to appease her an-
ger.promised her i milch cow, on the arrival of the ships from Hollind, asa com-
it fon for her d Iing. O their arrival, n addition to the cow, he gave her’
twenty morgen, (uearly forty acres,) of land, for pasturage for her cow.

t Thesc towns were named by the Dutch, Breukelen, Midwout, Amersf rg,
Gravenzande, Nleaw Utrecht, and Boswyrk.
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One division o,' the British army took the road leading along
near.the Narrows, another, that passing through the village of
Flatbush, and the third passed by the way of Flatlands.

Descending, on the morning of the 271, to the village of Bed-
Jford, General Clinton, who commanded one wing of the British
army, carried an important point, and an attack was made on
the three sides of the camp at once. Suitable precautions seem
not to have been taken, by the American officers, to avoid sur-
prise, and although, when thus surrounded, they fought brave-
ly, defeat was incvitable.

Attempting to retreat, they were driven upon the enemy’s
forces on every side, and those who fought were slain, while
those who attempted to fly were made prisoners.

The loss of the Americand was variously estimated at from
1100 to 3300, in killed, wounded, and prisoners. ‘The British
loss was less than 400. On the night of the 29th, General
Washington silently drew ofl his troops to New York, and from

14 y I ’
this time till the close of the war, Kings county was in the
hands of the British.

The prison ships, in which the American prisoners of war were confined,
during the revolution, were stationed in Wallabout bay  In these sz, nearly
11,000 American citizens penshed, from disease and starvation, through the -
humamty of the British ofhicers who had charge of them.

They were crowded nto these ships in such numbers that to obtain fresh air
was impossible ; robbed of their clothung, fed upon the most loathsome and putnid
provisions, and scantily supphied even with these, allowed no drink but the most
‘fetid bilge water, and when sick, unattended by either physician or nurse.

Yet. amid the horrors of such a condition, the most distressing ot which it 1s
possible for the human mind to conceive, our noble countrymen preferred death,
with all its horrors, to a traitor’s hife, with plenty ; and very few of them could be
persuaded to cnhst in the British army, although they were assured that they
should be amply provided with food, and sustable clothing. Their heroism, and
the brutal Inhumamty of therr jailors, should go down to the latc<t posterny.

Crries, VILLAGES, &c. BROOKLYN city, the seat of justice for
Kings county, is situated at the west end of Long Island, direct-

.ly opposite the lower portion of New York city. * 1ts location is
a commanding and delightful one, and its growth, within a few
iyears past, has been rapid, beyond precedent inthe state.

It 1s the residence ¢f very many of the business men of New York city, who
prefer its pure air, and quiet strects, to the more crowded and busthng squares of
the great metropolis. It 18 remarkable for the ncatness and taste displayed 1n ita
private residences.

The city has a number of literary and scientific institutions of
a high order. The principal of these are the Brooklyn Insti-
tute, formed by the union of the Brooklyn Apprentices’ Library
.Association, the Brooklyn Lyceum, an.d .the C{ty Library ; this

*institution has a large library, and isin a highly flourishing
condition; the Lyceum of Natural History, which is engaged,
with commendable zeal, in the investigation of the physical

8

'
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sciences; the Hamilton Literary Association, #nd the Franklin
Literary Association, both composed of” young :men desirous of
improvement. There are also several academies and female
seminaries of distinctior.

The United States Government have a navy yard at Walla-
bout bay, covering forty acres of ground, and well provided with
all the nccessaries, for the eonstruction of the largest ships of
the line. They are constructing a dry dock here,at animmense
expense. Connected with the yard, is a Naval Lyceum, com-
posed of officers of the United States navy, and possessing a
large library and museum.

The Greenwood Cemetery, situated in the south part of the
city, contains more than 200 acres of land. Its situation is de-
lightful, and comprises every varigty of surface, which is calcu-
lated to make it attractive, as a place of repose for the dead.

The harbor of the > city is extensive, and its depth sufficient to
allow the lurg'l,st vessels to come to its wharves. The Atlantic
dock, now in progress of construction, is a stupendous work, and
one ol‘ the most runarkable monuments of private cnterprise
and wealth, in the country.' Population, 62,000.

Williamsburgh, taken from Bushwick, and organized asa
distinct town in 1840, is favorably situated for business, and
from its proximity to New York, has had a rapid growth. 1t is
the residence of many of the business men of the metropolis,
and is fast increasing in population and wealth. It is connected
with New York by three steam ferries. Population, about
12,000.

Flatbush, in the town of the same name, is a pleasant
though small village. Erasmus Hall, located here, and incor-
porated in 1787, is one of the oldest and most ably conducted
academies in the state. The battle of Long Island was fought
mostly within the limits of this town.
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Hquare miles, 398. Population, 31,849.
Urganized, 1083, Valuation, 1845, 811,568,350.

TOWNS,
1. Flushing, 1788, 4, Newtown, 178S.
2. Hempstead, 17S3. 5. North Hempstead, 1788.
3. Jamaica, 1788. 6. Oyster Bay, 1788

Rivers, &¢. D. Long Island Sound. E. Atlantic Ocean. B. East
! River.

Bt;;ys. j- Oyster Bay. r. Jamaica Bay, k. Flushing Bay. 1. Cow
ay. -
Villages. Nortn HEmpsteADd, Flushing, Jamaica, Newtown.

Bounpariea. North by Long Island sound and the East
river ; Euet by Suffolk county; South by the Atlantic Ocean,
and West by Kings county.

Surrace. The northern portion of this county is rolling, but
with no high hills. Harbor Hill, the highest elevation in the
county, is_319 feet above the ocean. The great Hempstead
piain extends through the central portion of the county.
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Rivers, &c. The county is well watered, but none of the
streams are of considerable size.

Bavs anp Hausors. These are numerous, both on "the
northern and southern cousts. The principal on the north, are
Flushing, Hempstcad, Little Neck, Cow, Oyster, and Cold
Spring, bays. On the south, are Jamaica, Rockaway, and part
of the Great South bay.

These bays abound with a great variety of ﬁsh oysters, &c., and at certain
veasons, large numbers of wild fow] congregate here, the taking of whleh affords
ample amusement to the sportsman.

IsLanps. Riker’s island, on the northern coast, Hog island,
Cow island, and several others in Jamaica bay, on the south-
ern, are the principal. N

Ponps. Success, or Sacut pond, in Flushing, is the only one
worthy of special notice.

This pond is very degp. and its waters of remarkable purity and coldness.

Perch are very abundant 1n it. They were first put into its waters by Doctor
Samuel L. Mitchell.

CuimaTE. Like that of the Island generally, it is mild, equa-
ble and healthy. The seasons are early, and the frosts occur
late in autumn; consequently, fruits attain great perfection.

GeoLoGY AND MinkraLs. The geological character of the
county alluvial and dilavial, the boulders are mostly granitic. In
the southern portion of the county, there are norocks, nor even
stones, of more than a few ounces weight. There are few min-
erals of importance.

Sor. aNp VeGeTaBLE ProbucTions. The soil of the northern
portion is very fertile, and perhaps under as high cultivation as
that of any other part of the state. The southern part is sandy
and naturally sterile, but by judicious management, it has
been made to produce tolerable crops.

The timber is principally oak, hickory, chestnut, and locust in
great abunda:ce. The latter was originally introduced from .
Virginia. In the northern part, the apple, pear, peach, cherry;
&ec., thrive well. Wheat, corn, and grass, are also favorite
crops.

Pureurrs. Agriculture and horticulture are prominent pur—
suits of the inhabitants of this county. Large quuntitics of
corn and oats are raised. Butter, pork, and wool are produced
in abundance. Shrubs, fruit trees, and rare exotic plants are
sent from the numerous gardens and nurseries in the county, to
all parts of the Union.

Fishing, and fowling, are also the employments of many of the
inhabitants. Manufactures are not extensive. The most con-
siderable are flour, woollen cloths, distilled liquors, ana leather.
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The c(_)mmerc': of the county is confined to the coasting trade,
and earried on through the ports of Flurhing, Glen’s Cove, Oys-
ter ‘Bay, and Cold Spring. Steamers ply between New York,

- and Flushing, Glen’s cove, and Rockaway.
SrtapLe Probuctions. Corn, oats, butter, wool, fruit trees,
/ und flowers.

ScnooLs. The county has seventy public schoolhouses, in
which schools were taught, in 1846, an average period of ten
months. In them 4960 children received instruction, at an ex-
pense of $15,246. The school libraries contained 13,803 vol-
umecs.

Beside these there were thirty-six private schools, with 708 pupils, four acad’
emies and three female seminaries, with 27¢ pupils.  One of these is a collegiate
school, of a high order.

Reuciovs DeNominaTIONs. Methodists, Episcopalians, Bap-
tists, Friends, Dutch Reformed, Presbyterians, and Roman
Catholics. Total number of churches, 59, ol clergymen, 43.

ILisrory. The first scttlement made in this county, was at
Hempstead, by a company of emigrants from Stamford, Conn.,
in 1644. 'This company ackuowledged the Dutch jurigdiction,
and obtained a patent from Governor Kicft. The place was
first called Hemsteede.

In the spring of 1645, a company of Englishmen who had
previously resided in Vlissingen, in Holland, emigrated to this
country, and locating themselves in Queens county, founded
the town of Flushing, called by them Vlissingen. They, too,
obtained a patent, from Governor Kieft, for their lands. Be-
tween this period and 1656, settlements were commenced at
Opyster bay, Newtown, and Jamaica.

A considerable number of Friends having scttled in Vlissin-
gen, Governor Stuyvesant, animated by the spirit of intolerance
so prevalent at that day, ivsued an order requiring the people
of the town to cease giving them any counter.ance, or enter-
. taining them. .

To this order, the people of that town sent a dignificd remon-
strance. (Gov. Stuyvesant, however, persisted in his intolerant
measures, inflicting heavy fines, protracted imprisonment, and
severe corporeal punishment, on those who professed the Qua-
ker faith, as well as upon all who assisted or sheltered them.
Some thirtcen or fourteen prominent individuals were thus
made to feel the weight of his displeasure.

One of the sutferers, having manifested more firmness than

- ihe rest, in the avowal of his sentiments, was sent by t!nc Gov-
ernor, a prisoner in chains, to’Amsterdam. He was liberated
-from confinement, and sent back by the West India Company,
and made the bearer of a letter from the company to the perse-
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cuting Governor, which, for the noble sentiments, in rf&gnrd to
religious liberty, which it avows, deserves to be'written inletters
of gold.

But the intolerant spirit of the Dutch governor did not stop
here. The Lutherans also fell under the ban of his displeasure.
and he banished them from the colony.

‘This bigotry did much toward rendering the people dissatisfied with the sway
of the director, and but for the incursion of the English, in 1664, they wo 'id, in

all probabilty, have thrown off their allegi by a civil jon. In the ex-
h of b , there was little clse than an exchange,of tyrants.
Religious i still p iled, under a new form.

In 1702, Lord Cornbury, having taken refuge in Jamaica,
®rom yellow fever, (at that time epidemic in New York city),
occupied the residence of Rev. M~. Hubbard, the Presbyterian
minister of the place, which was courteously tendered him, by
its occupant, as the best dwelling in the village.

With characteristic ingratitude, he disposscssed this clergy-
man of his pulpit, in which he placed an Episcopal minister,
whom, on his return to New York city, he ordered to occupy
Mr. Hubbard’s parsonage. Twenty-six yecars elapsed, before
the Presbyterians were able to .recover possession of their
church edifice.

In 1707, Lord Cornbury imprisoned two Preshyterian clergy-
men, in this county, for preaching without his license, and finall;®
liberated them, on the payment of a fine of $500.

During the Revolution, a majority of the inhabitants of this
county took the oath of allegiance to Great Britain. British
troops were stationed in different portions of the county, and
the people were obliged to furnish them with large quantities of
wood and provisions.

‘There were many, however, whose hearts beat with true loyalty to the cause
of their country, and who rejoiced, when she succeeded in throwing off the yoke
of foreign oppression.

It was rather, perhaps, the nusfortune than the fault of the people of this
county, that, exposed as they were, without defence, to the hostile power of the
enemyy, they yielded to a force they could not oppose.

Yet this was made a subject of reproach to them, and in 1784, a tax of
£100.000 was levied upon the southern district, to be appropriated, as a com-
pensation, to the other parts of the state, on account of their not having been
ahle 1o take an active part in the war; and Queens county, i addition to her se-
wvere losses from the British, was obliged to atone for her own misfortunes.

ViLLaces. Norrrn Hewmpereap, the seat of justice for the
county, is situated near the southern boundary of the town of
the same name. It js an inconsiderable villuge, and was se-
lected for the county seat, from its being the geographical cen-
tre of the county.

Flushing village, in the town of Flushing, situated at the head
of the bay of the same name, is onc of the most beautiful villa
ges in the state. Itis afavorite summer residence of merchants
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and others, from the city of New York, and has many noble
villa§ and country seats. Population 2500.

Its schools are highly celebrated. $t. Ann’s [all, a female sem-
inary of a high order, St. Thomas’ Halk and St. Paul’s college,
_about three miles from the village, a collegiate school for bnys,
"are among the most distinguished. These schools are under
the direction of the Eplswp'\lmns The Kricnds have also a
ﬂolunslhmg seminary, and there are several well conducted select
schools.

The nurseries and botanic gardens here, have long held the
first rank in our country. The Linnean Botanic garden was
established, by Mr. Prince, in 1750, and still maintains a high
reputation, while the new nurse y of the Messrs. Prince, the
Bloodgood nursery, the Commercial garden and nursery, and
the Floraland Pomological nursery, contend with it for the palm.

«In this town s still standing the Bowne where the celel d George
Fox, the apostle of the Friends, spent much of his tumé. Near it stands the an-
cient and venerable vak. under the canopy of which he proclaimed s views,
with an eloguence which won many hearts.

Jamaica village, in the town of that name, is sitnated on the
line of the Long Island railroad, twelve milces east from the city
of Brooklyn. It is a beautiful village, with many facilities for

. intercourse with the adjacent towns. The railroad company

-mave here o large manufactory, for the construction and repair
of their cars. It also contains Union Hall academy, an old and
flourishing institution, a female seminary of some reputation,
and several seclect schools. The Union race course is within
the limits of this town. Population about 2000.

*  Hempstead village is delightfully situated, on the southern
margm of the great Hempstead plain, in the town of the same
name. For beauty and salubrity, it has few c¢quals. The
Hempstcad seminary has a fine and costly edifice, and isin a
flourishing condition. The village is a favorite summer resort.
Population about 1800, -

There are several other villages in the town. Rockaway
* beach, or Fur Rockaway, is @ headland projecting from the
southern shore 8f the town, on which the restless surges of the
ocean beat, with ceaselcss vehemence.

Near Rocka'way is a pleasant and thriving little village.
Near the Methodist church, stands a marble nonument erected
to the memory of 139 unfortunate emigrants, whose bodics were
washed ashore from the wrecks of the ships Bristol and Mexico,
_in.the winter of 1836-7. In these two melancholy shipwrecks

* 215 persons were lost.

Newtown, Astoria, Oyster Bay, Glen Cove, and Norwich, are
eyjllages of some importance. Lloyd’s neck belongs to the town
of Oyster Bay.




V. SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Square Miles, 976, Populntion, 34,579.
Organized, 1683. Valuation, 18435, $5,962,618.

. TOWNS.

1. Brookhaven, 1788. 6, Smithtown, 1788,
2. East Hampton, 1788. 7. Southampton, 1788.
3. Huntington, 1788, 8. Southold, 1788.

4. Islip, 1788, 9. Riverhead, 1792,

5. Shelter Island, 1788,
Rivers. a. Connecticut creek. b. Nissiquogue River. c. Sampawan’s
creek. d. Conesqua River. v. Peconic.

Bays, &c. E. Atlantic Occan. D. Long Island Sound. f. Great
South Bay. e. Great Peconic. . Gardiner’s. j. Smithtown. m.
Huntington’s, n. Shinecock. o. Great West.

Ponds. h. Ronkonkama.

Islands, &ec. q. Fisher’s. r. Gardiner’s. s. Robbins’. t. Plumb.
u. Shelter. p. Montauk point.

Villages. Riveruean. Sag Harbor, Greenpoi.

Bounparirs. North by Long Island Sound ; East and Sough
by the Atlantic Ocean ; and West by Queens county.

Surrace. Toward the northern shore, the surface is hilly
and broken. The southern portion is level and sandy. There
are no hills of considerable altitude in the county. 'The Great
Peconic bay, extending nearly into the centre of the county, di-
vides it into two peninsulas.

Rivens. The county is not well watered. The Peconic, Con-

necticut, Nissiquogue, Sampawan’s and Conesqua riversare th..
principal,
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Bays, &c. The Atlantic Ocean washes its southern and
eastern shores, and Long lsland sound its northern. Its most
considerable buys are Huntington, £mithtown, Gardiner’s,
Great Pcconic, Shinecock, Great West, and Great South bays.

Ponps. Ronkonkama pond lies at the junction of the towns
of Islip, Smithtown and Brookhaven.

Isianps.  Shelter, Gardiner’s, Fisher’s, Robbins’, Plumb, and
the Gull islands on the coast belong to this county.

Crimare. Similar to that of the Islund generally. The pre-
vailing winds are from the southwest. The atmosphere is at
all times moist, and the cold of winter i accompanied by a de-
gree of chilliness, which renders it unpleasant. The longevity
of its inhabitants is greater; however, than that of any other
portion of the state.

Georocy anv MiNeraLs. The geological formation of this.
county docs not diftfer from that of the other counties of the
island.

1t 15 a disputed pomnt, whether the formation of the whole county is alluvial
or not. ‘T'hat of the southern portion 13 undoubtedly so, and the immense granite
and gness boulders imbedded in the soil, would indicate that the norhern part
mght be also.

1t is the opimon of many eminent geologists, that the northern portion of the
island once formed a part of the coast of Connecticut, and that it was rent from

=“The mun, either by the force of the waves, or hy some convulsion of nature.
Hematite, 1on pyrntes, hgnite, clay, table for K ¥ 1 ware, mag-

netie jron sand, and garnet, are the principal minerals.

SoiL AND VEGETABLE Propucrions. PPortions of the eoil of
this county are barren wastes of sand, producing little except
pitch pine timber. Other portions on the southern shore are
compored of sand dunes, or small hillocks of sand, affording no
sustenance to any vegetable, except an occasional tufi of coarse
grass. There are large tracts, however, of highly fertile land,
which, manured with ashes, seawced, and the fertilizing moss-
bonker, or whitefish, yicld ample crops, to reffay the husband-
man for his toil.

'he timber of the county 1s chiefly pitch pine, oak, hickory, chestnut and
ocust. ‘The bay bagry, or wax myrtle, abounds mm Riverhead.

Pursutrs. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in-
habitants. The preparation of lumber and wood, for market,
occupies congsiderable attention, though less now than formerly.
Corn and oats are raisced to some extent, and in some parts of
the county, there are extensive dairies.

. The fisheries also afford employment to many of the inhabit-
. ants. The whale fishery is extensively prosecuted from Sag
Harbor and Greenport. A considerable number of vesscls are.
eemployetl in the codfisheries, and numerous smacks, &c., in the
coast fisheries. The entire amount of shipping, enrolled in this
district, in 1845, gn:as 28,348 tons.
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The manufactures of this county are not extensive. Flour,
woollen and cotton goods, and leather, are the most important.

SrtapLe PropucTions: Oil, fish, corn and oats.

Scroors. There are in the county 142 district school-houses.
The schools were maintained, in 1846, nin¢ months ; 9117 chil-
dren reccived instruction, at a cost of 817,953. The district
libraries contained 19,728 volumcs.

There were, 1 addition, forty-six select schools, with 634 pupils, seven
academies and one femal inary, attended by 119 scholars.

Reucious DeNoMinaTions. Methodists, Presbyterians, Con-~
gregationalists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Universalists and Ro-
man Catholics. There are seventy-nine churches, and eighty-
two clergymen.

Hisrory. This county was peopled mostly by emigrants from
New England, and the inhabitants have retained, ina great de-
gree, to this day, their primitive simplicity of manners and habits.

Southold was the first town settled in the county, and the first
to adopt a municipal organization, on the island. Its scttlers
removed here from New Haven, and remained under the juris-
diction of that colony, until it was included in the charter of
Connecticut, in 1662, after which, it becaume a dependency of that
colony, till 1676, when Sir Edmund Andross insisting on hi¢
right to jurisdiction over it, the people submitted, somewhat un-
willingly.

Southumpton and East Hampton were also included under the
government of New Haven and Connecticut, until this period.

Smithtown was purchased by Richard Smythe, of Narragun-
sett, Rhode Island, who obtained a patent from Governor An-
dross, in 1677, and removed here and founded a settlement.
Gardiner’s Island was scttled by Lyon Gardiner, in 1635;*
Shelter Islund in 1652, by James Farrett and others ; and Brook-
haven in 1655, Ly emigrants, mostly from Boston.,,

In 1673, Colve, the Dutch governor of New Netherlands, at-
tempted to reduce these towns to subjection to the Dutch au- -
thority at New Orange [New York]. This cffert called forth a
sharp remonstrance from John Winthrop, the then governor of
Connecticut, and a spirited corrcepondence ensued, which re-
sulted in a partial compromise, on the part of the Dutch gov-
ernor.

In 1674, however, the English sway was resumed, and in
1676 the county came under the government of the colony of
New York. In 1699, the pirate Kidd secreted a portion of his

* Mr. Gardiner was a wan of fine education, and exerted a pow-rful influ-
ence over the Indians, and the white settlers on the island yandanch, the
]:::iveré‘ul lmko:n:lnmz of tf.e Montauks, regarded him with the utmost reverence

affection.
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ill-gptten'treasures on Gardiner’s Ieland, in this county. These
were seized by order of the Earl of Bellomont, the same year.

During the revolution, the people of Sutlolk county were de-

, cidedly patriotic in their sentiments, anfl though under the dom-
ination of the British, they maintained their affection for their
country, and consequently suffered severely from her encmies.

It deserves to be recorded, to-the honow of East Hampton, that every man
the town, capable of bearing arms, signed a solenn pledge, on the Gth July, 1775,
not to submit to British taxation. The other towns were nearly unanimous in
therr resistance to oppression.

On the 21st of May, 1777, the British having collected a con-
siderable quantity of provisicns and military stores at Sag Ilar-
bor, Gencral Parsons formed the design of destroying them,
and committed the enterpride to Licutenant Colonel Meigs.

That oflicer proceeded direetly to Guilford, but on account of
the roughness of the weather, could not embark till the 23d,
when he left Guilford, at one o'clock, P. M., with 170 men, in
thirfeen whale boats. "They arrived at Southold about six
o’clock, P. M., trinsported their boats over land to the bay, and
arrived, at twelve o’clock at night, within four miles of Sag
Harbor. Securing their boats under a guard, they marched di-

. reedy for the village, and attacking the outposts with fixed bayo-
- qets, they proceeded immediutely to the shipping.

An armed schooner, with twelve guns and seventy-nine men,
lying here, fired upon them for three-fourths of an hour, but
without effcet. Twelve brigs and sloops, (one of which was
the vessel ubove referred to), 120 tons of hay, corn and oats,
ten hogsheids of rum, and a Jarge quantity of merchandise,
were completely destroyed ; six of the enemy were killed, and
ninety taken prisoners. Not one of Colonel Meigs’ force was
either killed or wounded.

. At two o’clock in the afternoon, he returned to Guilford, hav-
ing been absent only twenty-five hours. Cpngress voted a
sword to Colonel Meigs, and Washington addressed him a let-
ter of thanks, through General Parsons. .
. In retaliation for the capture of Major General Silliman, by
the British, in May, 1779, a party of twenty-five volunteers set
off from Bridgeport, Conn., on the 4th of November of the same
year, to capture Hon. Thomas Jones, then judge of the supreme
court, who was noted for his attachment to Great Britain.
They succeeded in their object, und captured three other pris-
oners. These were exchanged. in May, 1780, for Major Gen-
‘eral Silliman, and other prisoners.

" On the 21st November, 1780, Major Benjamin Tallmadge at-

» tempted an enterprise against Fort St. George, a Brltnsh r:itock-
ade post near Mastic, on the southern shore of the island, in the
town of Brookhaven. Embarking at Kairfield, Conn., with
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eighty men, he crossed the sound to Old Man’s harbor, where
he remained concealed through the day, and at night marched
for the fort, which he reached about two o’clock in the morning,
and carried immediately, at the point of the bayonect, taking
fifty-four prisoners, and destroying several vessels laden with
stores. On his retum he rtopped at Corum, and burned three
hundred tons of hay, which had been collected by the British.
He arrived at Fairficld, on the evening of the 22d, with his pris-
oners and booty, without the loss of a single man.

In October, 1781, Major Tallmadge attacked Fort Slonvo,
a British post at Tredwell’s bank, in Smithtown, and destroyed
it, taking a number of prisoners.

Durmg the late war with Great Eritain, the enemy repeatedly
seized vessecls in Long Island sound, and on the coast, and
either wantonly destroyed them, or demanded an exorbimnt.
price for their ransmh In one of their incursions 'for this pur-
pose, at Riverhead, in May, 1814, they were repulsed by the
militia, with severe loss.

ViLLaGEs. RivERHEAD, the scat of justice for the county, is a
small vilage on Peconic rlver.

Sag Harbor, the largest whaling port in the state, and the
most populous village in the county, is situated on the boundary °
line between Southampton and East Hampton, the larger por-
tion of it being in the former town. Its site is sandy and sterile,
but its harbor is excellent. It was first settled in 1730.

In 1845 there were sixty-one ships and barks belonging to this
port, engaged in the whaling business, employing a capital of
more than $2,000,000, and a number of smaller vessels in the
home fisheries and couasting trade. It suffered severely, from
a disastrous fire in 1845, but was soon rebuilt, in a better man-
ner than before. Populauon 3621.

Grernport, the terminus of the Long Island railroad, has
sprung up since€’1827, and has had a more rapid growth, than
any other village in the county. It had twelve ships, engaged
in the whaling busmess, in 1845. Population about 1200.

Huntington, in the town of the same name, is"a small but an-
;lenl: village, with an incorporated academy. It has a fine

arbor.

Oimter Ponds, or Orient. and Southold, arc growing settle-
ments.



) VI. RICHMOND COUNTY.
Square Miles, 63. Populgtion, 13,673.
Organized, 1683, Valuation, 1845, $1,373,279.

TOWNS.
1. Castleton, 1758. 3. Southfield, 1788.
2. Northfield, 1788. 4. Westfield, 1788.

Bays. A. New York Bay. a. The Narrows. b Arthur Kull Sound.

%.Staten Island Sound. ¢. Newark Bay. w. Raritan. x.Lower
~ Bay.

Forts. Tompkins. Richmond,
Vil!lt;gea. Ricumonp. New Brighton. Tompkinsville. Factory-
ville.

‘Bounparies. ‘North by Newark bay and Arthur Kull sound;
East by New York bay and the Narrows; South by the Lower
bay and Raritan bay ; and Westby Staten [sland sound. It em-
braces Shooter’s island, and the islands of meadow on the west
side of Staten island.

Surrace. Richmond county is quite elevated and much bro-
ken. There are a few miles of marsh, however, on the west-
ern coast, extending back’{rom Newark bay. The northern
shore of the island is very bold, affording some delightful pros-
pects and beautiful sites for building, some of which are occu-
pied. The southeastern extremity is more level.

Bays, &c. New York bay on the north connects with New-
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ark bay by means of the Arthur Kull sound. Staten island

sound, seldom exceeding half a mile in width, bounds it for fif-

teen miles on the west.e New York bay on the east is contracted

at Signal hill into the Narrows which divide it into the upper,
and lower bays.  That portion of the upper bay lying northeast

of the island is known as the quarantine ground, where vessels

from warm climates are obligéd to lie'at anchor, under quaran-

tine regulations, till permission is given by the health oflicer for

thein to proceed to tP 1e city.

Cumate. The climate is less subject to extremes than in
many sections of the state. The sea-breezes moderate alike the
heat of summer and the cold of winter. Its inhabitants are
healthy.

GEro1.0GY AND MINERALOGY. Staten Island isbased upon prim-
itive rock, which rises near its centre into a ridge, running lon-
gitudinally through$t, with a breadth of from one to two milen.
Boulders of green-stone, sand-stone, gneiss, granite, &ec., appear
in some eections sparingly, but on the northeast part of the
island in considerable abundance.

Rteatife, contaming vems of tale, amianthus, and alabaster, covers the granite
of the ridge  This aproaches 1n many places within one and a half feet of the
surface.  Brown hematitic 1ron ore, of a superior quality, is abundant, as well ay
a granular oxide of won. Chalcedony, jasper, igmte, crystalized pynites, ashestos,'
amianthus, dolomite, Brucite, Gurhofite, talc and serpentine, are the other prir -
cipal minerals,

‘I'here 18 a single chalybeate spring, of no great strength, in the county. Ma
nne fossils have been found m the allnvial portions of the wsland.

Son. anp VEeGeTasLc Provucrions. The soil of the county
with proper culture produces fair crops, particularly of oats,
corn and grass. Land, however, commands a high price per
acre, even when tiken in farms,

Oak, ickory, walnut, and chestnut trees are abundant on the ridge, but they
are small, and chiefly of after growth.

Pursurrs. The attention of the people is divided betweén ag-
riculture, manufacturcs and commerce. Manufhctures are al-
most eatirely confined to the dyeing and printing of cloths.

Fisheries are a source of sustenance and profit to many of its’
inhabitants. Large quantities of fine oysters’and clams, shad,
herring and mossbonkers, or white-fish, are annually tuken
from its waters.

Many of'its citizens are engaged in buxiness in the city of New
York.

Scroos. The public school-houses are fourtcen. The
schools were taught in 1846 on an average ten months, ard.
were attended by 1915 scholars. The wages of teachers’
amounted to $5425; the librarics contained 4462, volumes.
" There are twenty-six private schools with 716 pupils.
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RevuGious pENomINaTIONs.  Methodists, Episcopilians, Bap-
tists, Dutch Reformed and Roman Catholics. Therc are
twenty-one churches and twenty-four crergymen.

+ Hisrory. Staten Island was purchased from the Indians, in

1630, by Wouter Van Twiller, as agent for Michael Paauw,
one of the directors of the, Dutch West India Company, together
witha large tractof land in Bergen county, New Jersey. Paauw
named hls ““ Colonie” l’uvoma. probably from the abundance
of wild turkeys, regarded by the first scttlers as a species of
peacock.

For some reason, Paauw secins soon to have relinquished his
claim to the island, and it revarted to the company.  InJanuary,
1639, David Pieterszen De Vries, the pioneer in the settlements

_on the Delaware, commenced a colony on the island. 'Through
the short sighted policy of Governor Kieft, in regard to the In-
dians, their revengeful disposition was roused, and in the ab-
sence of De Vries, his colony was cut off.

In 1641, Cornelis Melyn, an unprincipled adventurer, cliaimed
the island under an alleged grant from the West India Gompa-
ny, and commenced a colony upon it, but the scttlers were soon
edispersed by the Indians. In 1651, the Indians sold it again to

-Augustin Herman, and in 1657, to the Baron Van Capellan,
who founded a colony, which was broken up by the Indinns.

In 1655, during Governor Stuyvesunt’s invasion of the Swe-
dish settlements on the Delaware, the Indians made a descent
upon Staten Island, and massacred rixty-seven persons, which
must have embraced nearly the whole white population,

In 1658, Melyn obtained the exclusive title 1o the island, and
claiming to be independent of New Amsterdam, gave Governor
Stayvesantand the colonists much trouble. In 1659 he convey-
¢ his riehts to the company.

In 1664, the county, together with the rest o1 the colony, fell
into the hands of the English, and soon became the home of
numerous emigrants. In 1667, the first court of justice was
estublished here.  In 1670, it was once more purchased of the
Indians by Governor Lovelace. In 1683, it contained 200 fami-
lics. It was then organized as a county. Soon after this time
it received an acceession of inhabitants from the Huguenots, who
fled from their native land on account of persecation.

On the fourth of July, 1776, Sir William Howe seized the
.island, and issued from thence his proclamations to the inhabit-
ants of Long Island ; and on the 22d of August, landed his troops
without opposition, on the Long Island shore, opposite South-
ljield. The island was held by the British, during the whole
revolutionary struggle.

* Pavonia signifies the land of peacocks.
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On the 2fst of August, 1777, Gen. Sullivan, with a force of
about 1000 men, undertook an expedition against the English
forces on Staten Island” He captured about 150 prisoners, but,
from the terror of the boatmen who conveyed his troops to the
island, he was pressed by the PBritish and thirteen of his men
killed, and the rear guard of gne division numbering 136 men,
taken prisoners, before they could effect a passage to the main
land.

In November, 1777, another surprise was attcmpted by Gen-
eral Dickinson, and in the winter of 1779-80, a third by General
Stirling ; both were unsuccessful.

Prepuratory to the war of 1812, Forts Tompkins, Richmond
and Hudson, were erccted at the Narrows, which completely
command the entrance to the upper bay. On Signal hill, back
of the forts, is a tclegraph, communicating with New York city.

I'rom the time that the English obtained possession of this
island, up to the yecar 1833, a controversy had existed between
New York and New Jersey, relative to the jurisdiction over it.
This controversy was at length happily terminated in that year,
by commissioners, who decided in favor of New York, but yield-
ed to New Jersey the jurisdiction over a portion of the adjacent
waters. -

ViLLaces, &c. Ricumonb, the county seat, is a small village
in the town of Westfield, near the centre of the county. Cas-
tleton, upon the Kills and New York bay, is the most hilly town
in the county. The great beauty of the prospects, the salubrity
of climate, and purity of water which its greal elevation sccures,
and the convenience of access to New York city, has within the
last few years much increased the value of its lands. It has
three considerable villages, all finely situated; Tompkmsvnlle,
New Brighton and Factoryville.

Tompkinsviue contuins three hospitals connected with the
Quarantine department, and the country seat of the late Vice
President, D. D. Tompkins. New Brighton has a young ladies’
seminary and a boarding school for boys. It is distinguished
for its beautiful country seats. At Fuctoryvilleis an extensive
dyeing and printing establishment.

In Northfieldislocated the * Sailors’ Snug Harbour,” founded
by Robert R. Randall, in 1801, who left for this purposc twenty-
two acres of land, in the fifteenth ward of New York city. The
principal edifice, with its wings, is 225 feet in length, and is
usually the home of about 100 infirm and aged seamen. Con-
nected with it is a farm of 160 acres. An elegant monument to
the memory of the founder fronts the edifice.



VIil. WESTCHESTER COUNTY.
Square iles, 470. Population, 47,578.
Organized, 1680. Valuation, 1845, $10,036,317.
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TOWNS.

1. Bedford, 1788, 12. Poundridge, 1758.
2. Cortland, 178S. . 13. Rye, 17588,

3. East Chester, 178S. * 14. Scarsdale, 1788S.

4. Greensburgh, 1783. 15. Somers, 1758,

5. Harrison, 1788. 16. Westchester, 17S8.
6. Mamaroneck, 175S. 17. White Plains, 1738,
7. Mount Pleasant, 1788S. * 18. Yonkers, 1758.

8. New Rochelle, 178S. 19. Yorktown, 175S.

9. North Castle, 1788. 20. New Castle, 1791. |
10. North Salem, 17S8. 21. Lewisbhorough, 1788,
11. Pelham, 1788, 22, Ossinsing, 1845.

Mountains. T. Southern termination of the Matteawan mountains.
Rivers, &c. C. Hudson. B. East. S. Croton. a. Harlaem.

e. Bronx. d. Sawmill creek.

Bays, &c. D. Long Island Sound. h. Tappan Bay. i. Haverstraw-

k. Peeksk1ll. ©
Ponds. f. Croton.

Forts. TFort Schuyler.

Battle-fields. Verplank’s Neck. Stoney Point. White Plains

Villages. WHrTE Prains. Berromrp. Singsing. Peckskill Tar-
rytown. Dobb’s IFerry.

Bounparies. North by Putnam county ; East by the state of
Connecticut and Long Island Sound ; South by East river and
Harlaem river; West by the Hudson river.

Surrace. The surfice of Westchester county is hilly, being
broken by numerous ridges, gencrally of no great elevation.
'The gencral course of these ridges is {rom south-west to north-
east. The Mattcawan mountains enter the north-western
corner of the county, and from thence cross the Fludson.

A high ridee, forming the watershed of the county, passcs
from Mount Pleasant on the Hudson, ecastward through New
Castle, Bedford, Poundridge and Salem, into Conneeticsl.
The south-east.rn portion of this county, upon the Sound, be-
comges more level.

Rivers, &c. The East river, and Long lsland Sound wash
the south-castern shore of the county, and +the Hudson the
western. The other principal streams are the Croton river,
which furnishes a supply of water to New York city, Bronx
and Sawmill rivers, and Mamaroneck creek.

Bavs. Tappan, Haverstraw and Peckskill bays are only ex-
pansions of the Hudson, upon the western boundary of the
county.

Ponps. Croton Pond ir a beautiful little lake, five miles in
length, formed by the Croton dam, which was crccted for the
purpose of forming a reservoir, for the water conducted to New
York by the Croton agueduct.
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Raroan. The Harlaem railroad extends through the
county to its northern boundary.

CurivaTe. Its climate is mild and healthy.

Georogy ANpD MiNeraLs. This county is wholly primitive in
dts formation. Gneiss and primitive limestone are the prevail-
ing rocks.

The latter furnishes 1n vast abu ¢, 4n excellent building material, which,
under the name of Singsing marble, 1s ¢xtensively used in New York city, Brook-
lyn, Albany and Troy. It s hable, however, to become stamed by the action of
the sea nir, owing 1n part to 1ts containing minute grains of iron pyrites.

Magnetic. 1ron ore, iron and_copper pyrites, green malachite, sulphuret of zinc,
galena and other lead ores, native silver in small quantities, serpentine, garnet,
beryl, apatite, tremolite, white pyroxcne, chlorite, black tourmahne, Sillunanite,
monazite, Brucite, epidote and sph are the principal among thg mmn-
erals found withun its borders.  Peat i found abundantly, and of good quality, in
Bedford.

SoiL Anp ViceTABLE PrODUCTIONS. As the county is based
ipon primitive rock, its soil is naturally stdrile, but by skillful
hushandry it has been rendered productive. It is not adapted
to wheat: summer crops succeed well, and by the use of plaster
it yields good returns in grass. Much of the land is devoted to
the raising of market vegetables. ’

T'he tunber of the county is principally oak, ch hickory, maple, &ec.

. Pursurrs. Agriculture, and particularly Horticulture, is the

,uarsuit of a majority of the inhabitants. But little wheat is
raised; corn is extensively cultivated, and carried in large
quantities to New York city, in the car.

Rye, oats, potatoes and turnips are also largely produced, as
well as the garden vegetables adapted to the New Y ork market.
The rearing of calves, lambs, pigs and fruits for the same
market, is also a source of great profit to the agriculturists.
Butter and milk arc also produced in considerable quantities.

Manufactures. The facilities for manufacturing iy thie
e~antr are very generally improved, but there is not as much
variety in the manufictures as in some other sountics of the
state. Iron, woollen goods, flour, leather and paper are the
.principal articles.

.Commerce. A considerable coasting trade is carricd on be-
tween the ports on the Hudson and on the Sound, and New
York city. Much of the produce of the county is also trans-
ported to New York by the Harlaem railroad, and by steamers
on the Hudson.

Mines. Under this hcad we may enumerate the extensive
marble quarries at Singsing, Kingsbridge, and a copper mine
‘in ‘Mount Pleasant, formerly extensively wrought, but now
abandoned.

SrtarLe ProbucTions, Corn, oats, rye, pork, calves, lambs,
fowls, garden vegetables, butter and milk.
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ScnooLs. There arein the county 149 district scheol-houses.
In 1846, schools were taught an average period of nine months,
and 8512 children rcccwe(l instruction, at an expense of nearly
gga;goo The number of volumes in the district libraries was

,485.

The same year there were eighty-nine private schools, with 1354 scholars ; five
academies, and two female seminaries, with 196 pupils, and St. John's College, a
collegiate school, with thirteen instructors gnd 115 students.

REewiGious DeENoMiNaTIONS. Methodists, Episcopalians, Pres-
byterians, Friends, Baptists, Dutch Reformed, Roman Catho-
lics, Congregationalists, and Universalists. Total number of
churches, 111 ; of clergymen, 101.

Hisrory. The first settlement in this county was probably
made in 1642 or 1643, by Mr. Thrsgmorton, and thirty-five asso-
ciates, in the town of Westchester. Mr. Throgmorton emigra-
ted hither from New England, and commenced his settlement
with the approbation of the Dutch, who named it Eastdorp.
The promontory on which IFort Schuyler now stands, received
its name of Throg’s point from this gentleman. In 1648, the
territory now included in the town ot Yonkers, was gmntcd to
JongesHeer Van der Donk.*

The boundary line between New York and Connccticut was
the cause of almost incessant bickering during the Dutch and
the carlier part of the English colonial administration. This
scttlement of Eastdorp, as well as others in this county, were
claimed by Connecticut.

In 1681, a settlement was made in Bedford, at a place called
the Hop Ground, under a Connccticut license, and in 1697, a
patent was issued for the town by the Connecticut Colonial As-
sembly. In 1700, however, the scttlement was attached to New
York by order of King William. A patent was granted to
Frederick Philips, for the tract known as Philips’ patent, which
was south of the Croton river, and was about twentyrmdlen
square.

In 1689, Govemor Leisler purchased the manor of Pelham,
including the present town of that name and New ch,h(,lle
from the heirs of Thomas Pell, to whom it ha‘] been granted .in
1666, for the Huguenote, who fled hither from France, on account
of persecution.

Governor Leisler was warmly supported in his administration
by the citizens of this county, and particularly by those of East
Chester.

In 1697, the two tracts of land, known as the Cortland manor,
lying in this county, and consisting of more than 86,000 acies,
were granted to Stephanus Van Cortland. T his patent, as

* Probably Adrinen Van der Donk, the words Jonge Heer bemg merelm
titte of the individual.
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usual at that time, gave to the manor the right of representation
in the as<®mbly.

Passing over the period from 1700 to 1775, during which few
incidents of intcrest are recorded by nistorians, we find this
county decply concerned in the events of the revolution. After
the disastrous battle of Long Island, and the evacuation of New
York city by the American army, in September, 1776, General
‘Washingion had entrenched himself in a strong position at
Kingsbridge.

Finding it impossible to dislodge him from this post, General
Howe, the commander of the British forces determined to cut
off' Lis communication with the ea-.tern provinces, and then, if he
declined an engagement, to shut him up on the island of New
York, or its immediate vic 1mty, whence it would be impossible
for hlm to retire without serious loss.

Accordingly lcaving a sufficient force in New York city, the
British General cmbarked with a large body of troops, for
Throg’s point. Landing there, and having remained a few days,
to receive further reinforcements, and remove obstructions from
the roads over which he intended to pass, he marched to New

- Rochelle, where he left a corps of German troops, to secure the
lower road leading to Connecticut. He, himeelf, proceeded
slowly and cautiously towards White Plains, the post of the
Iighlands, which commanded the other road leading to the
cast.

Meantime General Washington’s army occupied a position
parallel to and west of the river Bronx, extending from Kings-
bridge nearly to White Plains. During the progress of the
British army, he sent out (requent parties to skirmish with the
encmy, and thus accustomed his troops to meet a foe, who had
hitherto inspired them with dread.

Upon their approach, however, the American commmander

- ~uurte®® in all his troops, and took a strong position near White
Plains, on the wert side of’ the Bronx. His right wing, being
more exposed than the remainder of the army, was proteeted
by a battery, er(,ctcd on a hill, about a mile distant from the
camp.

On the mormng of the 28th of October, the English army ad-
vanced in two columns, and having driven in the outposts, at-
tacked the American camp. Perceiving the importance of the
battery which protected the right wing of the Americans, the
British commander resolved to capture it. After a desperate
conflict and severe loss on both sides, it wus carried by the
. enemy.

Night put an end to_the conflict. Washington improved the
ynterval in strengthening his entrenchments, and the next morn-
ing awaited an attack. The British general delayed for further
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reinforcements, and when these arrived, a storm prevented an
engagement. A .

Meantime, on the night of the 1st of November, Washington
abandoned his encampment, and removed to 2 stronger position,
near North Castle, some seven or eight miles north of White
Plains. Finding it impossible to dislodge him from this, the
British general withdrew from the pursuit, and determined to
reduce the posts, still held by the Americans, in the ncighbor-
hood of New York city.

The principal of these were Fort Washington, on New York
island, and Fort Lee, on the New Jersey side of the Hudson.
Despite Washington’s efforts to prevent it, he succeeded in
capturing hoth these forts, though not without severe loss, and
the Americ#h ceneral was comp-lled to retreat, with a con-
stantly diminishing army, into New Jerscy.

In March, 1777, the Americans having collected a quantity of’
military stores at Péekskill, General Howe sent a powerful ar-
mament up the, river, to destroy them. The American troops,
finding it impossible to defend them, set fire to the stores and
abandoned the place, leaving the British a barren victory. "

In August, 1777, while General Putnam’s heud quarters
were at Peekskill, two noted British spies, Strang and Palmer,
were detected in the camp of the Americans, and hanged at
Oak hill, in the town of Cortland, near Peckskill village. Sir
Henry Clinton interfered in behalf of the latter, by scnding a
flag of truce, demanding his relecase.  General Putnam’s reply
was characteristic ; it was as follows:

Head Quarters, 7th August, 1777.

Sir,—Nathan Palmer, a lieutenant in your king’s service, was
taken in my camp as a spy, he was tried as a spy, he was con-
demned as a spy, and you may rest assured, sir, he shall be
hanged as a spy. 1 have the honor to be, &c.

ISRAEL PUTNAM.

His Excellencv Governor Tryon. '

P. 8. Afternoon. He is hanged. : L P.

‘With a view of making a diversion in favor of General Bur-
goyne, then closely besieged by General Gates, Sir Henry
Clinton in Qctober, 1777, ascended the Hudson with a force of
between 3000 and 4000 troops, and landed at Verplank’s point,
a short distance below Peekskill.

From thence he proceeded secretly across the river and gain-
ed the rear of forts Clinton and Montgomery, in Orange county.
By his adroit manceeuvres he succeeded in decciving General
Putnam, and prevented his affording aid to those forts, which
might have prevented their surrender. .

After the capture of the forts, the British again crossed the
Hudson, burned Continental village, where military stores to &
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c?nsideryblc amount had been deposited, and proceeded up the
river to commit similar ravages upon the towns of the adjacent
countics. They were, however, soon compelled 1o return to
New York. .

During the whole war of the revolution, this county was neu-
tral ground between the two contending armies—the British
lines being generally in the neighborhood of Kingsbridge, and
those of the American army in the neighborhood of White
Plains.

The territory between these two armies was infested by a
gang ol marauders attached to each army. That belonging to
the British army was principally composed of tories of the most
infumous character, who were dcnominated “ Cowboys.” The
Amcrican gang were cqually unprincipled, and had received
the title of *“ Skinners.” The inhabitants of the county were
plundered by each in turn, and dispirited by their sufferings and
losses, looked on all whom they met, as fos.

It was in this county that in Scptember, 1780, Andre was
captured, on his return from the interview in which Arnold had
consummated his treason.

‘T'he pliace of his capture was in the town of Greensburgh, about a’ourth of a
mule north of the village of Turrytown. The names of his captors were Isaac Van
‘Wart, John Paulding and David Wilhlamg. They were mulitia men, and had been
on an cxpedition to rescue some property taken the previous mght by the Cowboys.

They were conccaled for this ohject, when Andre, disguised as a citizen, passed
on the road near them, on | hack. ‘lhey stopped him, and, losing his presence
of mind, he exclauned, “ Gentlemen, I hope you belong to our party.” One of
them enquired, * what party 7°  Andre replied, “ the lower party.” They answered
“ we do,” and Andre at once declared himself a British officer, on urgent business,
and begged to be suffered to proceed without delay.

Paulding then informed hun that they were Americans, and Andre immediately
produced the pass with, which Arnold had furnished him, and professed that his
former t| was a falschood, invented to cnable him to escape from arrest
by the British patroles.

"T'heir suspicions, were, however, aroused, and they insisted upon searching him,
. s 2sfnd papers in lus stockings, proving his real character and his purposes. Ile
offered thein immense rewards if they wonld permit hun to=sscape, but in vain.

‘They deliver¢d hin to their commanding officer, Colonel Jamieson, then sta-
tioned at North Castle, who imprudently suffered him to apprise Arnold*of his
arrest. He wastried by a court martial and sentenced to be hung as a spy, and
was accordingly ex <cuted at Tappan, October 2d, 1780.

Each of his captors were rewarded by Congress with a farm worth $1250, an
annuity of $200 for lfe, and an elegant silver medal with the inscription on one
side “Fidelity,” and on the other * Amor vincit Patrim,”—The love of country
conquers.

ViLLages. WHITE PLaINs, one of the county seats, isa pleasant
village on the Bronx river. It has an academy and a female
seminary, both in a prosperous condition.

BEDproRp, the other half shire village, in the town of the same
name, ig a small place, only important as being the county seat.

vIt has a female seminary.
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Singsing, in the town of Ossinsing, is delightfully sitvated on
the bank of the Hudson. From the village, the prospect of Had-
son river, forming Tappan bay, in connection with the distant
mountains, and the lofty *wall of the palisades, is hardly sur-
passed by any other in the Union.

The Mount Pleasant academy and female seminary are both
excellent institutions, well located, and occupying elegant
edifices.

The Croton aqueduct bridge, a noble structure, here crosses
the Singsing creek by a single arch of eighty-eight feet span,
and is 100feet in height.

There are several extensive quarries of marble, worked by

convicts. « .
The Mount Pleasant State Prison located here, on the bank of the Hudson, is an
i marble . The mam building 18 484 feet long, forty-four wide,

and five stories high, contaging 1000 celis.  Connected with it are workshops of
ditferent kinds, and apartments for the keepers,—all built of marble.

‘The female prison, also of marble, of the lonic order, stands on elevated ground,
and has nearly 100 cclls, hesides apartments for the matron. All these buildings
were erccted by the convicts,

The neme given to the town, Ossinsing, is of Indian origin,
and signifies ““ the place of stone.” Population about 2600.

Peekskill, in the town of Cortland, is pleasantly situated on
Peekskill bay, a beautiful expansion of the Hudson. 1tis famous
for having becen the head quarters of both Washington and Put-
nam. The small one story house occupied by the latter, 1s still
standing. The Pcekskill academy, located on Oauk hill, near
the villuge, issituated but a short distance {rom the spot where
the tory spies, Strang and Palmer, already mentioned, were
exccuted. The village has some mgnufactyges. Population,
3,000.

Tarrytown, in the town of Greensburgh, is finely situated on
the Hudson, and contains the Irving Institute, and the Grean-
bank female semé#ary, both schools of high reputation. The
village has some trade with New York city. Population about
1000.

The capture of Andre near this village, has been already notized. Near it too is

the far famed *8leepy Hollow,” whose legend, Washington Irving has rendered
immortal.

Mr. Irving resides about two miles below the village, in an ancient Dutch man-

sion, known as the Van Tasgcl house, which the former proprietor forfeited by his
adherence to the British intercsts.

New Rochelle is pleasantly situated on Long Island Sound,
and is a favorite resort for the fashionable from New York,
during the summer months. Its first settlers were Huguenots, .
who named it from their native residenc® Rochelle, in France.
Many of their descendants still reside here. It has dnc male
and two female boarding schools. Steamboats ply between the
village and New York, daily. .

Dobb’s Ferry is only worthy of notice from its historic interest.



VIII. ULSTER COUNTY.
Sjuare miles, 1096. Population, 48,907 .
Organized, 1683. Valuatirn, 1845, $5,398,982.

7
’
TOWNS.

1¢ Hurley, 1738. 9. Plattekill, 1800.
"KL sAon, 1788, 10. Shandaken, 1804.

3. Marbletown, 1788. 11. Wawarsing, 1£96.

4. Marlhorough, 1788, 12. Esopus, 1811.

5, New Paltz, 17S8. 13. Saugerties, 1811.

6. Rochester, 17S8. 14. Olive, 1623.

7. Shawangunk, 1758, 15. Rosendale, 1845.
. " Woodstock, 1788. 16. Lloyd, 1845.

Mountains. P. Shawangunk mountains. h. Blue. i. Southern
. termination of Kaatsbergs.
Rivers, &c. C. Hudson river. V. Shawangunk. a, Fsopus creek
f. Rondout. g. Wallkill river.
Falls. Honk’s falls.
Lakes. k. Shin’s lake.
Battle Fields. Kingston. Wawarsing.
V‘ﬁlage:. KiNgsTon. Rondout. Saugerties, or Ulster. New Paltz.
Wawarsing.
9

‘
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Bounparies. North by Delaware and Greene counties ; East
by the Hudson river ; South by Orange county; and West by
Sullivan county.

Surrace. Mountaifous. The Shawangunk mountains enter
the county from Orange, and traversc it in a north-easterly
direction, for nearly thirty miles, approaching the Hudson at
Kingston.

The Blue mountains, a contmnahon of the Allegany chain,
enter the county from Sullivan county, and spread over its west-
ern section, mingling in the northern part with thé Catskill
range. They are Sdld to rise. in some places, to the height of
2000 feet. Between these and the Shawangunk mountuins, is
a broad valley through which flows the Rondout creck.

Rivers. Beside the Hudeson which washes its castern border,
the prmupfil stremé\s of the county are the Wallkill and Sha-
wangunk rivers, anid Ksopus and Rondout creeks, with their
tributnrics. The Nevisink river also takes itsrise in this county.

Fawus. The Rondout, at Honk’s falls, descends by a suc-
cession of cascades, 200 fect, sixty feet of which is by a singie
cataract.

Lakes. In the northern and western section of the county
are scveral small lakes or ponds. One of the most important
of these is Shin’s lake, the source of one of the tributaries of
Esopus creek.

CanaLs. The Delaware and Hudson Canal extends through
the county.

CrLiMaTE. The mountainous districts are somewhat cold and
subject to early frosts. 'I'he climate in the valleys is mild and
delightfill. 'The county i considered salubrious.

GroLoGY AND MiNgraLs. Nearly the whole county bclongs
to the transition formation, hemg based upon slate, which is
overlaid with lipestone. The primary rocks partlcularly gran-
ite, occasionally appear on the surface, but only inbeds of small
extent.

The minerals are blue limestone, contaimng fossils, much used as a building
material; hydraulic lime of fine quality, and 1n great abunuance; excellent mar-
ble; marl slate, snlphur. alun, plumhagn. (ueually called black lead) zmc‘:&

I of the said to be hittle inferior to the Frem:h.
peat, &c. There are also several sulphur springs of some celebrity. A nuihber
of rkeletons of the mastodon have been discovered in this county.

Son anp VeGerasLE Provucrtions. The soil varies with the
surfiice, being barren upon the mountains, fertile on the lower
hills, and composed of'a deep vegetable mould, of ' exhaustless fer-
tility, in the extensive valleys. The application of marl, which
is abundant in the county, would render those portiong naturally
sterile, highly productive. It is well adapted to grazing. The
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. timber of the county is oak, hickory, black walnut, pine and
hemlock.

Pursurrs. A majority of the mhabuants are engagcd inag-
‘riculture. Morc attention is devoted 1o"the rearing of cattle
and to the dairy, than to the grain culture, although corn, oats,
and buckwheat are raised in considerable quantities.

Munufactures are also a. popular pursuit. The manufactures
of the county amounted, in 1845, to nearly two and a half mil-
lions of dollars. Leather, lumber, flour, iron, cotton and
woollen goods, hydraulic cement, <il, paper, furniture, white
lead, and distilled and malt hquors, are the principal articles
manufucturcd.

Commerce. The Delaware,and Hudson canal brings to tide
water immensc quantities of coal and lumber, most of which is
shipped for New York, and other ports. This business gives
employment to about 600 canal boats, and “eighty sloops and
schooners. Several steamboats are also owned in the county,
ang ply between the ports on the Hudson and New Y ork city.

Minres. The quarrics of marble and limestone iurmsh em-
ployment to considerable numbers.

StarLe PropoucTions. Butter, corn, oats, buckwheat, wool.
and lumber.

Scnoors. There were in the county, in 1846, 181 district
schoolhouses, in which schools were taught an average period
of nine months each. 11,547 children received instruction at a
cost for tuition of about $20,000. 'The district libraries contain-
ed 26,780 volumcs.

_ There were in the county, the same year, fony private schools, with 811
pupils; two d and two feingl ies with 135 pupils.

Reuciovs DENomiNaTioNs. Dutch Reformed, Methodists,
Baptists, Presbytcrians, Friends, Episcopalians, and Roman

Tath~lics. There are scventy churches, and blxty-one clergy-
men, of all denominations.

History. A trading house, or fort, was proba.bly crected jn
this county as early as 16150r 16, inthe neighborhood of Kings-
ton. At how early u period settlements were made in other
~ections of the county is uncertain. The frequent references to

“tlie scttlements at Esopus, as the vicnity of the fort was called
in the Dutch records, show that it hud early become a location
of some importance.

Situated about midway between the city of New Amsterdam and the colony
of Rensselnerwyck, whose inhabitants did not always maintain the most friendly
relations with each other, and with the Indians, it was more exposed to Indian
Hostihties than most of the other settlements.

In 1657, Vander Donk, the ex-attorney general, who resided
at'Esopus, ‘slew a squaw for stealing peaches from his garden,
and her tribe revenged the murder by killing several of the
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white settlers. From this and other causes much’ill feeling
arose between the natives and the settlers, and in June, 1663,
the Indians made a descent upon the settlement, and killed and
carried captive sixty-five persons.

Circumstances rendered it probable that a conspiracy had
been formed by the Indians to extirpate the Dutch colonists.
Governor Stuyvesant summened the magistrates of the differ-
ent towns, to consult with him relative 1o measures of defence.
Their views not coinciding with his own, he repaired to Esopus,
and took the field in person against the ravages, who, on the
approach of Martin Creigier, onc of his captains, had fled to the
mountains.

Sending out partics of wary and cxperienced soldierz, Gov.
Stuyvesant not only kept them in check, but destroyed most of
their mountain fastnesses, and so far subdued them that they
asked for a truce, fnd, on the 15th of May following, a treaty
of peace was concluded with them.

Wawarsing and some of the adjacent towns were settled by
the Huguenots, in the latter part of the seventeenth century, or
the beginning of the eighteenth.

The convention, which formed the first constitution of the
state, met at Kingston, in a chamber of the houee of Mr. James
‘W. Baldwin.

In October, 1777, during Sir Henry Clinton’s expedition up
the Hudson, for the relief of General Burgoyne, he despatched
General Vaughan to Kingston. He landed and burned the
village, at that time the third in the state for wealth, popula-
tion, and elegance. Only one house escaped the flames. Sev-
eral tories were executed at Kingston during the Revolution.

1n 1778, two men, Anderson and Osterhout, were taken cap-
tives by the Indiuns, and carried toward Binghamton. On
their way they succeeded in killing their captors, and, -~fte:
almost increditle hardships, returned to their houses in the
town of Wawarsing.

In May, 1779, a purty of Indians descended upon a small set-
tlement of the Huguenoty, on the Fantine kil in Wawarsing,
and killed eleven of the inhabitants and burned several dwell-
ings. They were pursued by Colonel Cortlandt with his regi-
ment, but without effect. Soon after, another family were
killed in the same vicinity.

In August, 1781, a large force of Indians und tories, some 400
or 500 in number, made an attack upon the village of Wawar-
sing, and burned and plundered it. The inhabitants had had
timely warning and were in the fort. The Indians in this expe-
dition took but one scalp, while several of their own number
were killed, and but for the tardiness of Colonel Cantine, they
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might have been signally routed. Other similar occurrences
took place’in some of the other towns of the county.

ViLLages. KingsrTon, the county seat, is pleasantly situated
on a plain, three miles west of the landing onthe Hudson. The
Esopus creck flows through the village. ‘it was anciently called
KEsopus, and, as has been ulreudy noticed, was carly settled by
the Dutch.

It was burnt by the British in 1777, but soon re-built. It has
considerable trade with New York, and some manufactures.
Its busingss is not concentrated upon one street, but scattered
over the whole village plat. It has a flourishing academy, and
a fermale seminary. Population 2500.

Rondout, also in the township of Kingston, is situated on the
Rondout creek. 1t is the plaee of deposit and shipment of the
coal and Jumber, brought to the Hudson, by the Delaware and
Hudson canal. Nearly 200,000 tons of coa), and several mil-
lions of feet of lumber, as well as large quantities of hydraulic
cement, and quick lime, are annually exported from this port.
A'steam ferryboat plies between this place and Rhinebeck, in
Dutchess county, and also one to Eddyville, in this county.
The United States Government have erected a light *house
here. Population about 1800.

Eddyville, in the same town, is a small but thriving manu-
facturing village.

Ulsterville, in the town of Saugertics, is a village of recent
growth, being founded in 1826, and incorporited in 1831. Its
immensc water power, derived from the falls on Esopus creek,
has rendered it one of the most flourishing manufacturing vil-
lages in the state.

There is an extensive rolling and slitting mill here, employ-
ing 250 workmen. Axes, paper, white lead, starch, and bricks
are also manufictured in large quantitics. A beautiful brid,tze,
with one arch of 260 feet span, crosses the Esopus creek in this
village. A steamboat, and scveral sloops, ply between the
villige and New Y oxk Population, 2500.

New Paltz, is a smull but thriving agricultural hamlet. It
hasa ﬂourlshmw academy. New Paltz landing, now included
n the town of Lloyd. is a pleasant village, nine miles from the
village of New Paltz.

Wawarsing and Naponoch, in the town of Wawarsing, are
places of some historic interest.



IX. DUTCHESS COUNTY.
ulation, 55,124.
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TOWNS,

1. Amenia, 1788. 10. Stanford, 1788.

2. Beekman, 178S. 11. Dover, 1807.

3. Clinton, 1788. 12 Redhook, 1812,

4. Fishkill, 1788. 13. Milaft, 1816.

5. Northcast, 17588. 14. Hyde Park, 1821.

6. Pawling, 1788. 15. La Grange, 1821.

7. Poughkeepsie, 1778. 16. Pleasant Valley, 1821.
8. Rhinebeck, 17SS. . 17. Pine Plains, 1823.

9. Washington, 1788. 18. Unionvale, 1827.

Mountaises. 1. I°. Highlands. T. Matteawan, or Fishkill Moun-
tains. U. Taghkanic range. : Old Beacon. f. New Beacon, or
Grand Sachem.

Rivers, Crecks, &c. C. Hudson river. a. Ten Mile creek. b.
Fishkill. c¢. Wappinger’s. o

Lakes, &c. g. Stissing’s Pond. h. Whaley’s.

Villages. Poucmxeepsi®, Fishkill, Matteawgn, Fishkill Landing,
Ple.sant Valley, Hyde Park, Rhinebeck.

.Bounparies. North by Columbia county ; East by the state
of Connccticut ; South by Putnam county ; and west by Hudson
river. " o
Surrace. The surface is diversified, but generally moun-

tainous, or hilly. Two great valleys intersect the county ; the
eastern bounded by the Taghkanic and the Matteawan, or Fish-
kill mountains ; the western, lying between the latter and the
high banks of the Hudson river. Beside these, there are nu-
merous rolling ridges of less elevation, running through the
valleys parallel  the mountain ranges.

'The mountains rise in some places to the height of about
1700 feet. The river range presents some of the highest peaks
of the Highlands. The Old Beacon, ncar the Fishkill landing,
is 1471 fecet, and the New Beacon,* or Grand Sachem, half a
mile farther south, 1685 feet, above tide water. The prospect
from the top of't e latter is very extensive ar® beautiful.

Ruvers, &c. The principal streams are, Ten Mile, Fishkill,

* Wappinger’s, and Crom Elbow crecks, with their tributarics ;
several of the smaller st1cams also possess valuable mill sites.

.The Fishkill is about twenty miles in length. Wappinger’s creek

is about thirty-five miles long.

CuiMaTE. The climate is agreeable and healthful, though,
from the elevations of some portions of the county, it is colder
than some of the adjacent counties.

GeoLoay AnND MineraLogy. The eastern part of the county

. js primitive. Graniteand gneiss are the prevailing constituents.

* These Sountuns received their names from the signal fires lit upon their tops
.durmg the Revolution.
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West of thesc, the country belongs to the Taconic system;
slate and hmutone being the principal underlying cocks, and
frequently cropping out upon the surface.

The county abounds 1n nunerals. fron ore, of rare punty and in extraordi-
nary abundance, exists on the western slopes of the mountaing; both the hema-
tiic and magnetic ores occur in the county. lLead and zinc are also found 1n
considerable quantities.  Graphite, or black lead, 18 obtained 1n great abundance
from a nune m Fishkil. Marble. peat, and marl, are found in almost cvery part
of the county. Garnet, green actinolite, talc, nnthophylmo. granular epidote, and
Gibbsite are the other principal minerals.

In Dover 1s a cavern which, from 1ts alinost perfect Gothic arch, has received

the name of * the Stone Church.” R

SoiL aND VEcETABLE Propucrions. The soil in general, is
very lertile, though portions of the mountainous districts are
somewhat sterile.

Gypsum 1s too much rebed upon as a fertshzing agent, while the equally valu-
able hme and marl upon, and benceath the soil are neglected, a beneficial change
18 however taking place in this respect. The tunber 18 principally oak and chest-
nut with some hickory. rThe county is well adapted to the rearing of cattle and
theep, and the culture of grain.

Punsuvrrs.  .lgriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in-
habitants of this county. In the production of corn and oats, ‘it
stands first in the statc, and maintains a respectable rank inthe
production of other grains. In the growth of wool and the pro-
duction of butter, it occupies a high rank; in the number of
its swine too it exceeds any other county 1n the state. Flaxand
potatoes are also raised in great abundance.

Manufactures. Dutchess county is extensively engaged in
manufactures. ‘The most important articles are cotton and
woollen goods, including prints, iron ware, flour, malt liquors,
cordage, leather, oil, paper, &c. The entire value of manufac-
ltured products in 1845, cxceeded two and half millions of dol-
ars.

Cummerce. The whale fishery is prosccuted from Pough-
keepsie, and employs several large ships. Some eight or ten
steanboats, and a considerable number of sloops, schooners ard
barges, are empleyed in the coasting trade.

Mines, §c. In Bt,t,km.ul, Dover, Kishkill, and Pawling, are
cxtensive iron mines; in Kishkill a large mine of Plumbago; in
Dover extensive quarries of white and black anarble ; u.nd in
Poughkeepsie numerous and extensive lime-kilns.

StarLes. Corn, oats, butter, wool, beef, and pork.

Scnoous. In the county arc 210 district school-houses, in
which, in 1846, schools were maintained an average period of

nine months. 12,854 children reecived nstruction at an ex-
pense for tuition of about $27,962. The district libraries con-
tained about 28,000 volumes. '

There were also 1n the county, eighty-three private echools, with 1155 scholars ;
four 1 and two f 1es, with 298 pupils, and one collegiate,

school, with about 120 pupils. ,
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ReEeLiGious DENoMiNATIONs.  Methodists, Friends, Baptists,
Presbyterians, Dutch Reformed, Episcopalians, Congregation-
ulists, Roman Catholics, Universalistg, and Unitarians. There
are 103 churches, and ninety-four clergymen of all denominations
in the county. .

. Hisrory. The precise period when Dutchess county was
first scttled, does not seem to be satisfactorily ascertained. The
first scttlement was made at Fishkill, by the Dutch, In 1683,
the number of its inhabitants was sufficient to authorize its or-
ganization, a8 a scparate county. It was however very small,
and, forenearly 20 years, was considered in the light of a depen-
dency upon Ulster county,

In 1689, its inhabitants, like those of Ulster, took part against
Leisler, but afierward submitted to his administration.

A large tract, extending fsom the Hudson to ‘“ the Oblong,”
and some eight or ten miles in width, comprising part of the
towns of Hyde Park, Pleasant Valley, Wgshington, and Ame-
nia, was granted to ninc proprictors at a very early date, prob-
ably ubout the commencement of the eighteenth century. It
was called the ““ Great Nine Partners.”

In 1711, one Richard Sackett lived on this tract, and with his
fumily remained the only settlers upon it till 1724, wheh some
German families, from the East Camp, on Livingston’s Manor,
in Columbia county, removed here.

In 1702, the first house was built in Poughkeepsic by Myndert
Vaun Kleek, a Dutchman, and onc of the carly cmigrants to the
county.

In 1731, the boundary difficulties which had long existed be-
tween New York and Connecticut, were terminated by a com-
promise; Connecticut relinguishing to New York atract ealled
*“the Oblong,” lying mostly in this county, and containing about
60,000 acres, in consideration for which, she receiveda tracton
the southwestern corner of her territory, cxtending into West-
chester county.

“I'wo patents were issued for ““the Oblong,” one in London
the day after the settlement, to Sir Joseph Eyles and others,

. the other in New York, some few months later, to Haivley
& Co. These ywo patents were the subject of much litigation,
and the source of no small amount of party animosity.

In 1741, several families from Connecticut emigrated to the
northern part of the county. About the same time a considera-
ble number of Friends from Long Island settled in the eastern
section.

In the troublous times which preceded the Revolution, Dutch-

. ess county took the side of liberty, and furnished from among

" her citizene, some of the most brilliant and useful actors in that
g*
L]
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fearful conflict. Such were Montgomery, the hero of Quebec,
the Schencks, and others of imperishable renown. .

During the revolutionary war, a part of the American army
were stationed for a considerable time at Fishkill, under the
command of General Putnam, and aftcrwards of General Par-
sons. Their barracks were about half a mile south of the
village.*

ViLLaces. PoucRKEEPSIE, the county seat, in the town of the
same name, is finely situatéd on the elevated bank of the
Hudson, about equally distant {rom New York and Albany.
During the Revoluation, and after its close, the legislatwre of the
state {requently held its seesions here. The convention of the
state, which adopted the Federal Constitution, also met here in
1788. The building occupied by that body has since been used
as a brewery. a

Poughkeepsie is regulurly laid out, and hae many elegant pub-
lic and private buildings. It has considcrable commerce with
New York and other home ports.

It is also largely engaged in manufactures. Of these, ma-
chinery, malt liquors, flour, carpets, cutlery, fire arms, silk,
pins, iron and brass ware, sash and blinds, and bricks in large
quantities and of superior quality, and the principal.

The Poughkeepsie collegiate school is a fine institution, un-
surpassed in the beauty of its situation, and the elegance of its
edifice. This building is 77 by 137 fect, modeled after the Par-
thenon at Athens, and surrounded by a massive colonnade.
Its cost, exclusive of the extensive and beautiful grounds, was
$40,000. The Dutchess county academy, also located in the
village, is an excellent chartered institution. Beside these there
are four female seminaries. Population about 9000.

Fishkill Landing, in the town of Fishkill, is situated on the
Hudson, directly opposite Newburgh. It has much delightful
scenery, and is a place of considerable trade. Population about
1000.

Fishkill Village, in the same town, is a picturesque and beau-
tiful hamlet. 'The Fishkill academy, located heré, is a flourish-
ing chartered institution. Population 800.

Matteawan, in the same township, isan impon;}a.nt manufactur-
ing village. Large quantitics of moleskins, beaverteens, and fus-
tians are produced here. It has also an extensive iron and
brass foundry, several machine shops, flouring mills, and other
manufactories. The Highland Gymnasium, a celebrated board-
ing school for boys, is located here. Population about 2000.

* In the old stone church in the town of Fishkill, Enoch Crosby the pedlar
spy, [the % Harvey Birch” of Cooper’s novel, * The Spy,”’] was confined, angd
rom thence .he made his cscape in an extraordinary and mysterious manner.
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Glenhamand Franklindale, in the same town, are flourish-
ing manufacturing villages.

Pleasant Valley, on Wappinger’s creek, in the town of the
salne name, is a manufacturing village of some importance. It
is principally engaged in the manufacture of cotton goods.
Population 700.

Hyde Parkisa beautiful village, situated on the Hudson, and
has some commerce and manufactures. Population 700.

Rhinebeck, in the town of thé same name, is a large and thri-
ving village, with several manufactories. The Rhinebeck acad-
emy is< highly flourishing institution. Population 1300.

S v

X. ORANGE COUNTY.

Square Miles, 760. Population, 52,227.
Orgamzed, 1683. Valmmox?, 1845, $11,319,430.

TOWNS,

1. Cornwall, 17S8. 5. Newburgh, 1788.

2. Goshen, 1788. 6. New Windsor, 178S.
3. Minisink, 17S8. 7. Wallkill, 1788.

4. Mon{gomery, 1788. 8. Warwick, 1788,
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9. Deer Park, 1798. 13. Mount Hope, 1527%.
10. Blooming Grove, 1799. 14. Hamptonburgh, 1830.
11. Monroe, 1799, 15. Chester, 1845.

12. Crawford, 1523.

Mountains, &. T. Matteawan. P. Shawangunk. d. Bare. e.
Crow’s Nest. f. Butter"Hill.

Rivers, &c. C. Hudson. H. Delaware. R. Nevisink. V. Shaw-
angunk. g Wallkill. a. Murderer's Creck.

Lakes, &c. i. Long Pond. h. Drewned Lands.

Forts. Wecst Point.  Clinton. Montgomery.

Battle Fields. Minisink, Montgomery and Clinton. -

Colleges. West 'oint Military Academy.

Villages. NewBurGH. Gosuen. West Point. Montgomery.

-

Bounpawies. North by Sullivan and Ulster counties ; East by
Hudson river and Rockland county ; South by Reckland county
and the state of New* Jersey ; and west by Sullivan county and
the Delaware river.

Surrace. Mountains, hills and plains diversify the surface of
this county. The Matteawan mountains, or Highlands, cross
its southeastern border diagonally; the Shawangunk range
stretches along its western boundary ; and, parallel to them,
run a chain of low hills called Comfort hills. Between these
and the Highlands extends a level valley, with occasional
marshes.

Upon the banks of the Hudson, in this county, are some of
the highest points of the Highlands. Bare mountain is 1350
feet, the Crow’s Nest 1418 {ect, and Butter Hill 1529 feet above
tide water. The castern face of the latter is an almost perpen-
dicular precipice.

Rivers. Beside the ludson, which forms a portion of its
eastern boundary, the principal strcams are the Wallkill (or
Waalkill), the Shawangunk and Nevisink rivers, and Murder-
er’s creek. The ¥V allkill, for about twenty miles of its course,
flows through a marsh, known as the * Drowned lands.” The
Delaware river just touches a portion of the western boundary.

Ponps. In the south part of the county are several ponde of
considerable size. Long pond, on the New Jersey line, is the
largest, and is some nine miles in length,

RarLroaps anp CanaLs. The New York and Erie railroad
passes through the county, affording a daily communication
with New York city, while the Delaware and Hudson canal
crosses its western border. .

CummaTe. The climate of the county is mild and agreeable.
In the vicinity of the Drowned lands, fevers prevail in eutumn ;
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but the county generally is remarkably healthy. The spring
opens abaut two weeks carlier than in the counties west of it.

GeorLogy aNnp MiNeraLs. The southeastern portion of the
county, including the Highlands, is of primitive formation, and
contains granite, sicnite, hornblende, and primitive limestone.

. The remainder belongs to the transition system; being chiefly
composed of slate, limestone and graywacke, of which the first
and last are mostly found on the hills, and the second underlying
the valleys. The Shawangunk mountains are composed mostly
of graywacke, in which the millstone grit prevails.

It abotinds in minerals of ravity and value. In the towns of
Monroe and Canterbury, are vast beds of magnetic iron ore.
Hematitic iron ore is also abundant and ot excellent quality.

Rmnng the mnerals of terest may be enumerated &pinel (a species of ruby)
of extraordinary heauty ; fine Labradornte, & new mi 1; 1l te, & rare and
mteresting nuneral, found more abundantly here than in any other known local-
1ty ; zircon, apatite, fibrous cpidote, tourtnaline, serpegune, Clintomte, Boltonite,
scapolite, idiocrase, Bucholzite, white 1ron pyntes, sphene, pyroxene, hair brown
hornblende, and many others of less importance. Their principal locahities are
the towns of Monroe, Cornwall, Warwick and Deer Park. Excellent peat is found
n the Drowned Lands and other low lands.

Bones of the Mastodon have been discovered mm several places in this county.
An entire skeleton of the gigantic anunal, by far the most perfect litherto dis-
covered, was disimterred m Coldenham, 1 1845, The locality had evidently once
been a marsh, and the anunal, 1n attempting to cross 1t, had sunk in the mud, and
was unable to extricate hnnself. s length is stated at thirty-three feet ; length
of tusks ten feet; length of skull three feet ten inches ; weight of head and tusks
692 pounds ; weight of all the bones 2002. The of the st h were
found within the skeleton, consisting of crushed twigs, &c.

T'ms skeleton 1s now m the museum of the Iarvard Umversity.  T'he skeleton
of the Mastodon, 1in Peale’s museuni, Philadelpma, was taken from the town of
Montgomery, 1n tlus county, and bones of others have been discovered m Chester
and other towns.

Soi. aNp VeceraeLe Propuctions. The soil is chiefly clay
and gravelly Joam, and is for the most part fertile, but better
adapted to grazing than to the culture of grain, except the allu-
vial lands in the southern part. The vast marsh of the Drowned
lands, when drained, furnishes a soil of great ek:pth and fertility,
and is annually covered with the most luxuriant vegetation,,

The tunber of the county s principally oak, chestnut, hickory, maple, black-
walnut, ¢lm, &c. Fhe county produces apples and other fruit in perfection, and
a great vanety of the natural grasses. Owing to the rapd and precipitous
course of the Wallkill, before cntering the Drownred Lands, and its sluggish pro-
gress through them, many plants, belonging to a more southern chmate, are found
here*

Pursuits. Agriculture mainly engages the attention of the
inhabitants. Orange county stands in the first rank among the

dairy counties of the state. More than 4,100,000 pounc!s of but-

+ * The first treatise on the B(;L;ny of New York, and we believe the first botanical”
work by an American author, was the Plante Coldenhann®, by Governor Col-
dten, of Coldenham, near Newburgh. It was published at Upsal, m Bweden, in 1744.
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ter were made in 1845, and about seven and a half millions of
quarts of milk sent to New York city, the same year. Large
qunntmes of wool and pork are produced. Considerable atten-
tion is also paid to the raising of corn, oats, rye and buckwheat.

Horticulture, and espoclally market gardening, is receiving
increased attention.

Manufactures also furnish employment to 2 considerable num-
ber of the citizens of the county. The principal articles are cot-
ton and woollen goods, flour, distilled and malt liquors, leather,
iron, oil cloth and paper. In 1845, these amounted to nearly
$2,000,000 in value.

Newburgh has considerable commerce with New York.
Much of the produce of the county is also transported to thgt
city by means of the Delaware ayl Hudson canal and the Krie
railroad.

Mines. The ironmines in the towns of Monroe and Corn-
wall, are scarcely surpassed in value by any others in the state.
Iron mines were worked in the county as early as 1751.

StarLe ProbucTions. Butter, milk, pork, wool, corn and oats.

ScnooLs. There are in the county 180 district school-houses.
The aterage length of the schools, in 1846, was nine months.
11,847 children received instruction, at a cost, for tuition, of
$26,672. There were in the district libraries 27,629 volumes.

In addition to these, there were in the county seventy-two private schools, with

1335 scholars, ¢ight acaderes, and one female seminary, with 528 pupils, and one
mulitary academy, with about 250 cadets.

REeucious DenomiNaTiONs. Presbyterians, Methodists, Dutch
Reformed, Baptists, Friends, Episcopulians, Roman Catholics
and Congregationalists. There are ninety churchesand ninety-
five clergymen of all denominations.

History. Itseems to be uncertain at what date the first set-
tlements were made in this county ; but from the early date of’
the settlement at Esopus, (Kingston), in the adjacent county-of
Ulster, and the ddvantages afforded by the soil and surface of'
Oranve, both to the agriculturalist and the trapper, it may be
rcasunnbly concluded, that the Dutch emigrants located them-'

" gelves in the county, at a very carly perigh ¢

In 1659, the mineral wealth of the county had been so far ex-
plored that mines of copper were extensively wrought, probably
either in Deerpark or Minisink. Theore was exported to Hol-
land, and with it a large quantity of iron pyrites, which the in-
habitants of the county mistook for gold.

In 1669 a bloody battle was fought, in the town of mesmk
between the whites and Indians.

The county was organized in 1683, and then included Rock-
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land. A delegate from the county sat in the colonial house of
assembly, organized for the first time that year.

In 1689 the citizens embraced the cause of Leisler, and sent
deputies to a convention called by him. Under the colonial
government the delegates from Orange county were remarka-

. ble for their firm adherence to the principles of liberty. At the
commencement of the revolution, a majority of the people em-
barked with zeal in the cause of their country.

Early in the revolution, Forts Clinton and Montgomery were
erected, by the Americans, in the southeust part of this county.
They Were separated {from erch other by a small stream, the
boundary line between two towns ; Fort Clinton being in Mon-

wLoe, and Fort Montgomery in Cornwall.

They were intended to prevent the British from ascending
the river, and in addition to other obstructions in the river, an
iron chain was extended from Fort Monggomery to a point on
the opposite side, in the county of Putnam. These fortifications
were under the command of Gen. Israel Putnam.

1n October, 1777, Sir Henry Clinton, being determined to af-
ford succor to General Burgoyne, ascended the river with a
force of more than 3000 troops, attacked and carried by storm
both these forts, after a brave and prolonged resistance on the
part of the garrison (which consisted of only 600 men), and,
breaking the chain, proceeded up the river. The British lost in
this attack about-250 men, and the garrisons nearly the same
number.

The ensuing year the fort and batteries at West point, (a
much more eligible position) were erected,* und a larger chain
stretched across the Hudson, from that fortress to Constitution
Island, under the direction of Captain Machin.

The construction of the fort and batteries was entrusted, it is
said, to French engineers, belonging to the army of Count Ro-
chambeau. The work was superintended by Kosciusko, a Polish
nobleman, of'thorough military education, whose love of liberty
had led him to espouse the cause of our country. .

. After the ergetion of this fortress, and the extension of the
new chain across the river, the British never attempted to pass
it. 'The possession of so important a post, was to them, how-
ever, an object of great solicitude ; and, in 1780, they had well
nigh accomplished it. The command of it had been assigned to

* The site of the fort at West Point was selected by Gencral Putnam, and
the first ground broken for the fortification in January, 1778, by General Pur-
sens, when the snow lay on the earth two feet deep. It was mainly by the

.strenuous exertions and great personal popularity of Gov. George Chnton, that
the materials for its construction were obtuned.
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General Arnold, in the autumn of 1779, and it was here that his
infamous treason was consummated. Suitable measurcs were
taken, after the discovery of his treachery, to secure it.

In July, 1779, a party of Indians and torics, under Brant, made
an attack on the village of Minisink, burning ten houses and
several other buildings, aud killing und eapturing & number of
the inhabitants. Those who were able to escape fled to Goshen
where the militia of that and the adjacent towns =oon collected,
to pursue the enemy, and recapture the prisoners and spoils.

Aware of the subtle character of his foe, Colonel 'T'usten,
their coinmander, opposed the pursuit. until a larger foree should
be collected ; but his prudent foresight was regarded as cow-
ardice, and it was decided to proceed immediately. The wars-
Brant had expected pursuit ; and, *vhen he ascertained that the
militia were approaching, he stationed a part of his troops in -
buscade in #uch a position, as to enable him to surround them.

T'hus hemmed in by a superior force, this unfortunite band
fought bravely, but in vain; death met them on every side; and
of'about 180 men, in the full vigor of lite, who atarted upon that
expedition, but thirty escaped from the tomahawks of the enemy.
Most 6f these were from the principal families of the county.
Goshen, in particular, sutfered severely ; forty-four of her beat
citizens being slain. A monument was crected to their memory
on the anniversary of the battle, July 22, 1822,

The American army, never well supplied, cither with food or
clothing, during the revolution, were, at its close, in o state of
great destitution. They were paid in a depreciated and almost
worthless currency, and the apathy of congress, in delaying to
make suitable provisions to reward their toils and sacrifices,
disposcd themn to revolt.

To prevent so dangerous an event, and at the same time to
secure justice for his suffering troops, Washington remained
with them in winter quarters at Newburgh, during the winter
of 1782-3. The house which he occupied, as his head quarters,
is yet standing, and is now the residence of the Hasbrouck
family.

The officers of the army, early in the winter, addressed a
memorial to congress, stating their necessitics, and asking for
just compensation. Early in March, 1783, a communication
was received from their committee, informing them that their
requests had not been granted.

On the 10th of March, an anonymous notice was circulated,
calling a meeting of the officers on the following day, ‘‘to see
what measures should be adopted to obtain that redress of
grievances whi¢h they seem to have solicited in vain’
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The same day an anonymous paper, writlen with extraordi-
nary ability, and admirably culculated to excite the passions and
rouse the indignation of the officers, against the continental
congress, was put in circulation. N

The writer,—professing to be himself a sharer in their suffer-
ings, depicted, in strong terms, their deplorable condition, and
the shameful negligence of congress; and exhorted them “to
suspeet the man who would advise to more moderation and
longer forbearance,” to threaten the congress in the event of
peace, with civil war—and, iff war continued, with an abandon-
ment of their country to its fate.

This eloquent, but dangerous paper (written, as was subse-

o antly ascertained, by Major John Armstrong, afterward scere-
tary of war, at the instigatioh of General Gates,) had well nigh
produced the most serious consequences. It required ull Wash-
ingtor’s prudence and firmness to check thé'rising spirit of rebel-
lion ineited by it.

To prevent the ill effects of a meeting, assembling under the
influence of so much excitement, he issued a general order, dis-
approving of the meeting on the 11th, and calling one,on the
15th of March.

"I'he anonymous writer seized on this incident, to address an-
othier letter to the officers,* insinuating that the commander-in-
chief sympathized in their views, and was only restrained, by
motives of delicacy, from openly expressing that sympathy.

"I'his opinion Washington lihored privately to remove, by
conversition with the officers, and, at the meeting on the 15th,
General Gates being in the chair, he openly canvassed the prop-
ositions contained in the anonymous address, showed their
folly and wickedness, and so far changed the current of popular
opinion. that the officers voted unanimously, that ** they viewed
with abhorrence, and would reject with disdain, the infumous
propositions” contained in thataddress.  Thus'narrowly did the
country cxcape the horrible eulamity of anarchy and civil way.

ViLiaces. Newsuren, the larger of the two shire villages of
the county, was 4rst settled by German emigrants, in 1701, and
named by them from Newburgh, in Germany. The bank of the
LTudson, on which it is rituated, is quite steep, rising 300 feet in
a short distance. When scen trom the river, the village pre-
sents a fine appearance.

It has many neat public and private buildings, and considera-
ble trade ; although a portion of that, which formerly centred
here, now reaches New York by the New York and Erie rail-
roud, “"‘1 the Delaware and Hudson canal. I'wo or three

"+ Tlus uud the preceding address are usually terined the * Newburgh letters.”
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steamboats, and several sloops and schooners, ply regularly be-
tween the village and New York. 1t husa ﬂouushmg acudbmy,
a high school, and two femnale seminarics.

In the vnllag(, and town, are eighteen or twenty manufawto—
ries. The steam cotton mill, at the village, is said, in extent
and perfection, to equal any single cotton mill in the United
States. Population about 6000.

GosHEN, the other hall*shiré village, is justly celebrated for
the product of its dairics. The New York and Erie railroad
passes through it.  The Farmer’s Hall academy is a fleurishing
chartered institution, and has a female seminary connected with
it. Population about 1000.

Middletown, in the town of Wallkill, is a new and flourisl¥zg ~
village, on the linc of the railroad.® It has a large iron foundry.
Population about 1400.

West Point, in tite town of Cornwall, is worthy of notice, not
only for its important fortress, to which we have already ad-
verted, but ag the seat of the United States Militury Academy,
established here, in March, 1802. The object of this institution,
is to prepare young men for officers in the army.

The course of instruction is very thorough, the discipline
rigid, and the examinations severe. The months of’ July and
August, in each year, are devoted solely to military exercises ;
for which purpose, the cadets leave their barracks, and encamp
in tents on the plain, under the regular police and discipline of
an army, in time of war.

The course of study comprises, the Latin and IFrench lan-
guages, an extended course of mathematics, civil engineering, |
and the art of fortification. The term of study is four years;
and so rigorous are the examinations and discipline, that only
about one third of thos¢ who enter, complete the course of
study, and graduate. The namber of instructors is thirty-four ;
of cadets, abbut ¥50. They are entirely supported by the United
States government.

Three monuments have been erected here; one to the mem-
ory of the Polish hero Kosciusko, whose gardzn is still shown
on the premises ; another to Colonel Wood, an early graduate
of the institution, who fell at the sortie of Fort Erie, in 1814 ;
and a third, to the deccased officers and cadets of the academy.
Population of the village, about 900.

Canterbury. in the town of Cornwall, and Montgomery, in the
town of the same name, are thriving vﬂla,g(.s, and are engaged
to some extent, in manufactures.

Wulden, in Montgomery, is & manufacturing village. ('hes-
ter, in the town of the same name, is a noted mart for the sal.
of live stock. Here, tou, is an academy of some reputation.

>
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Square Miles, 356. Popuation, 29,643,
Organized, 1772. ‘Valukion, 1845, $3,696,270.

TOWNS.
1. Canajoharie, 1788, 6. Minden, 179S.
2. Charleston, 1788. 7. Glen, 1523,
3. Palatine, 1788. 3. Root, 1823.
4. Amsterdam, 1793. 9. Mohawk, 181317.
5. Florida, 1793. 10. St. Johnsville, 1837.

Mountains. JJ. Au Sable Range. e. Anthony’s Nose. f. Flint
Hill. j. Otsquaga Hills.

Rivers and Creeks. ¥. Mohawk River. AA. Schoharie Creek. b.
Cayaduta. c. Bowman’s or Canajoharie. d. Otsquaga. h. East
Canada. i. Garoga.

Battle Field. gtone Arabia.

Villages. Foxpa. Amsterdam. Canajoharie. » FoM Plain.

Bouxparies. North by Fulton ; East by Saratoga and Sche-
néctady ; Soutl? by Schenectady, Schoharie and Otsego ; and
‘West by Herkimer, counties.

Surrace. Hilly and somewhat mountainous. The valley of
the Mohawk forms the central portion of the county, while on
the north and south, the hills attain a considerable elcvation.
The Au Sable range enters the county from the north, and
forms, on the banks of the Mohawk, the peak known as Antho-
ny’s Nose. Crossing the river, this range terminates in the
town of Root.

Flint hill occupies the southeastern part, bordering on Sche-
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nectady county. In the southwest are the Otsquaga hills.
The valleys of the Mohawk, and some of its tributaries, spread
out in fertile alluvial plains or flats. ;

Rivers. The county, is well watered. The Mohawk river,
East Canada, Schoharie, Bowman’s, Otsquaga, Garoga and
Cayaduta creeks, are the principal streams.

CaxaLs AND RaiLroaps. The Erie canal runs along the
south side of the Mohawk, and the Utica and Schenectady rail-
road upon the north,

The cLiMaTE resembles that of the valley of the Mohawk
generally. 1t is mild and healthful.

Georocy AND MiNeRaLs. The surface rocks of t1is county
all belong to the transition formation. In the southern part;”
the Lorraine shales, and Hudson fiver group, (the Taconic sys-
tem of Prof. Emmons,) are predominant. Along the Mohawk,
the Utica slate prevails, and is accompanied by a narrow tract
of the Trenton limestone. North of this, the Onondaga salt
rocks are scen on the surface.

Pearl wpar, cale spar, sulphate of barytes, calcareous tufa, brown spar, quartz
erystal¢, agate, chalcedony, garnet, sulpburcets of zine and lead, and oxide of tita-
num, ar® the principal mmerals.  As yet, none of these have been obtamed n
suflicient quanuties to be of any practical value.  In the town of Root, 1s a large
cavern, called Mitchell’s cave, contamung fourteen apartments, some of them 500
feet below the surface, and profuscly adorned with stalactites and stalagmites.

SoiL anp VEeeceraBe Probucrions. The soil is generally
productive, consisting of a gravelly or clayey loam, frequently
mingled with disintegrated lime or slate. Grass and grains of
all descriptions flourish. The forests are composed chiefly of
oak, beech, ash, maple, and hemlock.

Pursurts. Agriculture is the leading pursuit of the inhabi-
tants. Considerable grain is raised, and much attention paid
to the products of the dairy.

T'he mannufuctures of the county are limited, consisting mainly
of flour, distilled liguors, leather, and woollen goods.

The commerce of the county is confined to the transportation
of its produce upon the Erie canal, and the Utica and Schence-
tady railroad. < :

STarLE Probucrions. Oats, corn, barley, potatoes, butter,
cheese and wool.

ScaooLs. In 1846, there were in the county 118 public schools,
with 8604 scholars. The annual term of instruction in these
schools averaged nine months, and the amount expended for
tuition was $15,369. The district librarics contained 18,043
volumes. .

"There were also in the county, cleven select schools, with 135 pupils ; three
acudemies, and one female scminary, with 214 students, . N

Dy
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Reuicrious DENomiNaTIONS.  Dutch Reformed, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Baptists, Universalists, Episcopalians, Unitari-
ans, and Fricnds. Thereare in the county forty-threc churches,

“ and forty-six clergymen of all denominalions.

Hisrory. The English Episcopalians commenced missions
among the Mohawks in this county as early as 1702. The first
settlements were made in 1713, or about that time, by German
emigrants, a portion of the same band who settled Schoharie
county, and by other persons from Albany and Schenectady
counties.

It had been the home of the Mohawks, whose three castles
sreve all, it is believed, within the limits of this county. 1n Jan-
uary, 1693, the French, whose hatred to the Iroquois was invet-
erate, made a descent upon these castles, and eaptured them all,

The Indians at Schenectady sent to Albwny for assistance to
pursue the cnemy. Colonel Peter Schuyler, the friend of the
Indians, with a body of militia, started for the pursuit, overtook
the French, and bad a severe skirmish with them. The French
lost fifty-nine in killed and wounded. Tt is related that the In-
dians ate the bodies of the Frenchmen whom they killed.

Fort ITunter, a somewhat important military post in early
times, was crected in 1710, at the junction of the Mohawk and
Schoharie rivers, in the town of Florida, by Capt. John Scott.
A chapel was erected near the fort which was endowed by
Qucen Anne, and hence called Queen Anne’s chapel. A stone
parsonage was also erected near it, to which was attached a
glebe of 300 acres, the gift of the Indians.

The fort having become dilapidated at the time of the Revo-
lution, the chapel was fortified, and called Fort Hunter. 1t
was taken down about the ycar 1820, to make room for the Erie
canal.

The first settlement in the town of Amste~lam was made in
1716, by the widow aud children of Philip Groat of Rotterdam,

- who was drowned in the Mohawk, near Schencctady, on ‘his
way thither. -

In 1722, colonics had been extended along the Mohawk as far
as the German Flats, in the county of Herkimer ; but few of the
settlers, however, had located far from the river.

T he subsequent growth and prosperity of the present county
of Montgomery, arc due, in a great measure, to the enterprise
of Sir William Johnson.*

* This extraordinary man was born in Ireland, in 1714, of highly respectable pa-
rentage. iy uncle, ‘Admiral Warren, had acquired a title to a tract of some
15,000 acred, in the present town of Flonda, and sent young Johnson over to act

as hus agent for the disposal of it, about the year 1735, .
Roon after arriving in the colony, he wag appomted by the British Government,
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During the Revolution, this county, (then called Tryon coun-
ty, and embracing all that part of the state, lying east of a meri-
dian, drawn through the centre of Schoharit county,) suflered
severely from the repeated incursions of the tories and Indians,
led by Sir John Johnson, the bloodthirsty Walter Butler, and.
the Mohawk chieftain Brant.

Scarcely a settlement, on either side of the Mohawk, escaped
partial or entire destruction; and few families, who had es-
poused the cause of their country, but were called to mourn
over friends and relatives, inhumanly butchered by thése sav-
age warriors. Neither age nor sex were spared; ncither
beauty, wealth, accomplishments, nor amiability of character,—
served to shield the unfortunate gettlers from the tomahawk
and the scalping knife.

The towns of Forf Plain, Canajoharie, Palatine, Glen, and
Root suffered most severely ; many of those who escaped death,
being carried into a long and distressing captivity.

At Stone Arabia, a severe and bloody conflict took place in
October, 1780, between Sir John Johnson, and the garrison of
Fort Paris, (a stockade fort in Stone Arabia.) General Robert
Van Rensselaer, of Claverack, (Columbia county,) was in the
rear of the enemy, with a force of nearly 1000 men, and ordered
Colonel Brown, the commander of the fort, to attack them in
front, while he pressed upon their rear.

agent for the Iroquois, or Six Nations. Having acquired their language, and adopt-
ed to a consmderable extent their dress and habits, he soon ohtamed great intu-
ence over thein, and was chosen one of their head sachewms,  This power he used
in such a way as to secure their attachment (o the Briish Government, and at
the same tune: to advance his own personal interests.

During the French wars, he was active asan officer, and in 1757, the troops under
his command, at Luke George, having repulsed and defeated the French force un-
der Baron Dieskau, he was kmghted by the King, and recewved a donation of
£5000 sterhing.

In 1759, General Prideaux being killed at the siege of Fort Niagara, Sir William,
who was second i compund, assuined the direction of the forces, and carried the
fortress. In 1760, he 18 a body of 1000 Indians against Munt.reai, and was active
in an cminent stauon at the surrender of Canada.

Heswas twice marnied. By lus first wife, (@ German woman.) he had one son
and two daughters. His son succeeded to his title as Sir John Johnson. His
daughters were married to Colonel Guy Joh . (a di welative of the bar-
onet,) and to Colonel Daniel Claus. His second wife was Molly Brant, sister of
the celebrated Mohawk chiefiain, Ly whom he had several children.

Hs first residenc e was in the town of Ansterdain, about three miles west of the
village. Itis a massive stone edifice, and 1310 this day called Fort Johnson. About
ten years before his death, he erected a building, which he nained Johnson Hall,
within the lnmits of Fulton county, where he resided the remainder of lus hfe.

Fort Johnson, after this period, was occupied by hiy son, 8ir John Johnson,
He also erected houses for his sons-in-law, Colonel Guy Johnson and Colonel
Claus, in the town of Amsterdain.

8ir Williazn Joh died very
Buicide.

His son and successor, as well as his sons-in-law, and indced his whole family.
embraced the side of the British, in the Revolution. Sir John was theacourge o
t:mih{ohnwk and Schoharie valleys, during that contest. After the Revolution,‘
their were confl 1

N

ad

ly, in July, 1774, not without suspicion 6f
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Sir Johy’s force did not amount to more than 500 men, while
that, of Colonel Brown was about 200, and had General Van
Rensselaer fulfilledhis part of the duty, the whole British force
*might have been captured ; but through his negligence and cow-
ardice, i’ not treachery, the brave troops of Colonel Brown
were suffered to contend, single handed, with the enemy, till
they were nearly all slaughtered, while General Van Rensse-
laer’s troops were within hearing of the action, but were not
suffered by him, to afford aid to their suffering brethren, or to
pursuc the enemy, on their retreat, when, as was afterwards
acknowledged by them, they would have surrendered, had they
had the opportunity.

A relationship by marriage; which existed between General
Van Rensselaer and Sir John Johnson, is supposed to have been
the cause of this disgraceful conduct on the-part of the former.

Montgomery county received its present name, (in honor of
the brave hero of Quebee,) in 1784, soon after which, a large
portion of' its territory was formed into other countics, and this
process.of curtailment has continued, till from being the largest
it has become one of the smallest counties in the'state.

ViLLaces. KFonpa, the county seat,is a small but pleasant

* village, in the town of Mohawk. It has some manufactures.
Population 400.

Amsterdam was incorporated in 1830. 1t is situated in the
town of the same name, on the north bank of the Mohawk, and
connected with the little village of Port Jackson, on the Erie
canal, by a fine and substantial bridge. It has a flourishing
acmiemy, and female seminary, and several manufacturmg es-
tablishments. Population 1700.

Canajoharie is a thriving village, in the town of the same
name, located on the south ha.nk of the Mohawk. It was incor-
porated in 1829, and has a well conducted »~ademy. Here is
anextensive quarry, irom whence is obtained an excellent qual-
dty of limestone, much used in the construction of locks on the
Eric Canal. The village is the proposed terminus of the Cats-
kill and Canajoharie railroad, which is partly finished. Popu-
lation 1200.

Fort Plain, in the town of Minden, was incorporated in 1834,
and is a place of considerable business. Here too, are cxtensive
limestone quarries. Population 1400.

Caughnawaga, in the town of Mohawk, is principally worthy
“of notice for its stone church, now converted into an academy.
This venerable building was erected in 1763, by voluntary con-
teibution.



XII. WASHINGTON COUNTY.
Bquare miles, 807. M

Organized, 1772.
Population, 40,554.
Valuation, 1845, $5.991,847

{'v\

TOWNS.

. Argyle, 1758.

. Cambridge, 17SS.
Easton, 1788.

« Fort Ann, 1788.

. Granville, 1788,

. Hampton, 1788.
Hebron, 1788.

. Kingsbury, 1788.»
. Salem, 17S8S.

. Whitehall, 1788.

. Hartford, 1788.

. Greenwich, 1803.
. Putpam, 1806

. White Creek’, 1815.
. Jackson, 1815.

. Fort Edward, 1818.
. Dresden, 1822,

Mountains. U. Taghkanic range.
Y. Peterborough range, 1
French, or Luzerne mountains.

Rivers, &c. C. Hudson river. a.
Wood creek. b. Pawletriver. 4
c. l"(g:ltney, or Fair Havenriv-

Batten kill. f. Black {

creek g. White creek. k.
Hoosick river. i. Moses kill. |}
Falls. Baker's faller Great falls. {

Lakes. W. Lake Champlain, (
X. Lake George. j. Big Pond. (

Forts. Fort Edward. Fort Ann. |

Battle Fields. Kingsbury. Fort |
Ann. Whitehall.

Villages. SALEM, SANDY HiLL,
Fort Edward, Whitehall, Union
village, White Creek.

—
SoBIAO LR WPOH

-
—
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Bounnaries. North by Essex county and the state of Ver-
mont ; Bast by Vermont ; South by Rensselaer county ; West
by Saratoga and Warren countics, and Lake Georgeé. .

Surrace. Three distinct ranges of mountains are found in

S
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this county/ viz. the Taghkanic, extending along its eastern
boundary, with an average width of about five miles; the Peter-
borough, with a va%ble height, running from north to south,
through the centre of the county, broken through by the Hoo-
sick, Pawlet, and Poultney rivers, and the Batten kill, and
maintaining a breadth of from six to cight miles ; spurs of this
ridge extend toward the river in Greenwich and Easton; and
lastly, the Palmertown rahge, hete taking the name of French,
or Luzerne mountains, and occupying the narrow peninsula
which separates Lake George from Lake Champlain.

These ranges, interspersed v ith occasional valleys, render
the face of the county diversified and picturesque.

Rivers, &e. The county is abundantly watered. Beside
the Hudson, the principal strgams are, the Hoosick, Pawlet,
and Poultney, or Fair Haven rivers, Batten kill, Wood creek,
Moses kill, White anl Owl creeks. . .

FaLus. Baker’s falls, on the Hudson, have an almost per-
pendicular descent of fifty feet, at the village of Sandy Hill.
Great fulls, on the Batten kill, have a total descent of sixty
feet, in the towns of Easton and Greenwich.

Lakes. Lakes George and Champlain form gortions of the
boundary of this county. Long Lake,in Argyle,* three or four
miles in length.

CanaLs. The Champlain canal erosses the Hudson at Green-
wich, and connects with L.ake Champlain at Whitehall, fur-
nishing 32 miles of navigation in this county.

Cumate. Cold, but healthful. The spring opens some two
weeks later than in Orange, Dutchess, and the lower counties
on the Hudson.

GeoLoGy AND MiINeraLs. The northern part of the county is
primitive, and the underlying rock chiefly granite. On the
shores of the lakes there is an admixture, and apparent confu-
sion of all the formations, probably the result of some convul-
sion of nature. In the southern part of the gounty, the rocks
are principally transition, intermixed with occasional patches of
primitive. Limestone, graywacke, and slate, alternate upen
the surface in thig section.

Magnetic and hematitic iron ore, marl, lime, marble, water lime, graphite, lam-
ellar py , ive feldspar, and epidote, are thc principal minerals of the
county.

Soi. aNp VEeceTasLe Propuctions. The soil is generally
good, and produces fine crops of wheat, but is better adapted to
grazing than the culture of grain. The princj timber is oak,
6::0"' , chestnut, maple, butternut, pine, and hemlock.

‘Pursuits. The people are, for the most part, engaged in ag-
ry:ulturalppursulitg. Oats, corn, flax, and potatoes are largely
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raised, and considerable quantities of wheat, rye, and barley.
Butter, cheese, wool, and pork are produced in great abundance.
In the quantlty of’ wool grown, it was, a 1845, the second
county in the state. )

Munufactures are increasing in importance. Flour, lumber,
cotton and woollen goods, leather, and iron, are the principal
articles manufactured.

Commerce. The Champlain and Hudson canal afforde a con-
venient mode of transportation to the produce of the county,
which is well improved. The tolls received on produce pass-
ing through this county in 1845, were about $70,000.

StarLE PropucTions. The staples of the county are pota-
tocs, oats, corn, flax, butter, cheese, wool, and pork.

ScrooLs. The county containeq, in 1846, 246 district school-
houses, in which were taught 13,414 children, at an expense of
$16,950 for tuition. The schools were maintained, on an aver-
age, eizht monthe each. Number of volumes in the district
libraries, 27,656.

It bad also twenty-two select schools, with 327 scholars, and five academies,
with 345 pupils. .

Reticious WENomiNATIONS. Preshyterians, Methodists, Bap-
tists, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, and
Universalists. Churches, eighty-cight. Clergymen, seventy-
two.

History. The first settlement in the county was made at
Argyle, in 1742, by cighty-three families of Hizhlanders, who
emigrated from Scotland, under the direction of Capt. Laughlin
Campbell, who had obtained a grant of 30,000 acres from Gov-
ernor Clarke. These emigrants were intended to serve as
defenders of the frontier, from incursions of the French and
Indians.

As they were scantily provided with food and clothing, appli-
cation was made to the colonial legislature for aid, till they
should be able to sustain themselves. This the house of assem.
bly refused to grant, on the ground, it is said, that they had
discovered that the Governor and Surveyor General insisted
upon their fees and a share of the lands.

Captain Campbell sought redress, but in vain, and with the
remnant of his fortune, purchased a small farm in the province.
His unfortunate followers were rescued from starvation, by en-
listing in an expedition against Carthagena.

In 1755, Fort@dward was erected, by Generals Lyman u:fl
Johnson, and in 1756, Fort Ann.

.Salem was settled the same year, by two compamee of emi-
@rants, one from Scotland and Ireland, the other irom New
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England. 4n 1764, -Alexander Turner and others, who had re-
ceived a grant in 1761, settled in the town of Salem. Not far
from the same period, settlements were made in Kingsbury.

In 1758, an obstinate and bloody battle’ occurred, between a
body of 500 American troops, under the command of Major
(afterwards General,) Putnam and Major Rogers, and a party
of French and Indians, under the tommand of a French officer,
by the name of Molaire. The battle ground was two miles
‘north of the village of Kingsbury.

The French eommander had stationed a part of his troops in
ambuscade for the Americans, and hoped to surprise them; but
Putnam, with the coolness which alwaye characterized him,
maintained his position, and @ fearful conflict ensued. Putnam
was taken captive by thelndians, but the bravery of the Ameri-
can troops prevailed, and they finally routél the enemy, who
left ninety dcad behind them. The Indians bore off Putnam as
a prisoner, to Canada, inflicting on him the most cruel tortures;
and but for the interposition of the French commander, would
have burned him at the stake. .

In May, 1775, Whitchall, then called Skenee’)rough, from
its first settler, Major Skene, was scized by a detachment of

' volunteers from Connecticut. In 1777, the American force sta-
tioned there, not being sufficient to protect it against Burgoyne,
the fort, stores, and a large number of batteaux loaded with
provisions, were burned by the Americans, to prevent their fall-
ing into his hands.

In July, 1777, a severe skirmish took place at Fort Ann, be-

» tween) the 8th British regiment and a body of 400 or 500 invalid
American troops, under the command of Colonel Long. The
British suffercd scverely, and would have been taken or de-
stroyed but for the want of ammunition on the part of the
Americans. -

On the 27th of July, 1777, Miss Jane Mc Crea was murdered
by the Indians near Fort Edward.* :

* The following verston of this tragical affair is piled from Neilson’s * Bur-
oyne’s Campaign,” and is professedly derived from the most authentic sources.
‘f!. will be seen that it differs matenall&ﬂom the accounts heretofore published.
Miss McCrea was the daughterof a New Jersey clergyman, and had come, some
years before, to reside with her brother on the west bank of the Hudson, five or
«ix miles below Fort Edward. David Jones, her suitor, resided about five miles
above, on the same side of the river. He had embraced the royal cause, and was
in the army of Burgoyne. On the 26th of July, 1777, Miss McCrea came from her
broter’s to the house of Peter Freel, who lived close under the walls of Fort Ed-
- 4rd, on a visit. Bhe remained there over night, and the next mmu:i went to
tie house of Mrs. McNeil, afterwards Mrs. Campbell, a cousin of General Frazer,
/ who was at that time in Bui e's army. This house was at a distance of about
. ei.ghlyrodl from the fort. I{l‘lleut the house of Mrs. McNoeil, the commander
of ehe fort sent out a party of fitty men, to reconnoitre the position of the enemy.
‘When about a mile fiom the fort, this party fell intoan ambuscade of Indisns, about
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ViLLAges. Sanpy Hiwy, in the town of Kingsbury, is a half
shire village of this county. It was incorporated in 1810. The
village is well laid out, the streets enclosing a triangular area
in the centre of the vilthge, which was once the scene of Indian-
barbarities. The Hudson furnishes an immense water poweg
which is but partially improved. Population 1200.

SaLEM, the other half shire*village, was incorporated in 1803.
It is situated in the midst of a fertile agricultural region, and is
celebrated as a mart for wool. The Washington Academy is
an old institution, and' has sent out a considerable number of
eminent scholars. Population 800.

Whi‘'chall, in the town of the same name, is eligibly situated
at the foot of Lake Champlain, of which it is one of the princi-
pal ports. It is connected with the Hudson river by means of
the Champlain canul, as well as by several lines of stages run-
ning to Troy, Albany, and Saratoga; and with Montreal by
steamers which ply daily upon the lake. Thus favorably situ-
ated for commerce, its growth has been rapid and healthful.
Population about 2500. .

Union VilBge, situated in the towns of Greenwich and Eas-
ton, is a thriving and pleasant manufacturing village, with a
flourishing academy, and a number of large manufactories. "
Population 1400.

North White Creek is a pleasant village, in the town of White
Creek, in the midst of an agricultural region. Itis a great mart
for wool. Population 750.

Cambridge, in the town of the same name, is the seat of
‘Washington Academy, a flourishing and highly popular ,insti-
tution. .

Fort Edward and Fort Annare small villages, worthy of no-
tice principally on account of their historic interest.
ﬁln—l;u;l\bér, nn(I.nETJ towards the fn?t: 'l'l;e l;;hun-pursuﬂl and killed rl;l;t-
een of their number. As they paasrd the house of Mrs. McNeil, six of the In-
dians rushed in and seized Mrs. McNeil and Miss McCrea, and hurried with them
to the main bady of the Indins. Both of the ladies were placed upon horsesy
which they had probabl{ stolen from the vicinity. R

As they ascendeda hill about a mile froin the fort, Miss bfeCrvnwu shot by one
of the Indians, and fell from her horse. The savage who shot her, scalped her,
and having secured the most valuable articles of her clothing, rofled her body *
down the declivity of the hill. Onthe ensning day her body, and that of a youn,

- American officer who had also been killed b tﬁm ndians, were found and burie
near a small creek about three iiles from Fzrt Edward, ‘)y the Amencans from ,
the fort. Mrs. McNeil wus not killed, but plundered of most of her clothing, and
brought to the British camp. Jones, Miss McCrea’s suitor, had never sent for her,
nor ls it certain that¥ knew that she was in the vicinity of the fort. He iz e

e??;} l:’o have been killed at the battle of Bemis’ Heights, on the 18th of Bepten:




XIIl. COLUMBIA COUNTY.

Bquare miles, 624. Population, 41,416.
Organized, 17886. anunkion, 1845, $8,025,423.




210 STATE OF NEW YORK.

TOWNS.
1. Hudson, 1785. 11. Taghkanic, 1803.
2. Canaan, 178S. 12 Austerlitz, 1818.
3. Claverack, 1788. 13. Ghent, 1818.
4. Clermont, 1788. 14. New Lebanon, 1818.
5. Germantown, 1788. 15. Stuyvesant, 1823.
6. Hillsdale, 1758, 16. Copake, 1824.
7. Kinderkook, 1788. - 117, Guﬂatin, 1630
8. Livingston, 1788. 18. Stockport, 1833.
9. Chatham, 1795. 19. Greenport, 1839.

10. Ancram, 1803.
Mountains. U. Taghkanic range.

Rivers and Creeks. C. Hudsonriver. b. Claverack creek. c. Co-
nake d. Ancram. g. Roehﬂ‘.hnsens. h. Vallitje. i. Kinder-

Falls. Kinderhook falls.

Lakes and Ponds. *k. Copake lake. 1. Charlotte. m. Fish.
j. Whiting's pond.

Villages. Hvupson. Kinderhook. New Lebanon. Valatie, or
Vallitje. Columbiaville.

Bouaparies. North by Rensselaer county ; East by the state
of Massachusetts and Dutchess county ; South by Dutchess
county ; and West by the Hudson river.

Surrace. The surface of Columbia county is greatly varied,
but may be regarded as composed of two long and broken val-
leys, on the east of which the Taghkanic range forms a natural
boundary between the county and the state of Massachusetts;
the high banks of the Hudson form the western boundary, and
the Peterborough mountains constitute the dividing ridge
through the centre of the county.

The western valley rises on the north and south, causing its
waters to flow towards the centre; while the eastern, being
highest in the centre, sends its streams north and south. The
western valley belhg much the broadest, gives the county the
form of u basin, retaining all the waters that rise in it, and dis-
charging them into the Hudson, through the Kmdcrhook and
Roeliff Jansen’s creeks. .

Rivers. The Hudson is the principal river; the other
streams of the county are Kinderhook, Claverack, Copake,-
Roeliff Jansen’s and Vallitje creeks.

Laxkes. Fish, Whiting's pond, Copake and Charlotte, are
the only lakes worthy of notice. .

Rarroaps. The Hudson and Berkshire, and the Great
‘Woestern railroad pass through the county; and the route of
the Harlaem railroad is laid out through it.

CuiMaTE. “¥Fhé climate varies with the surface. In the val-
le?s it is mild and pleasant, with early seasons; on the moun-
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tains, it is*colder and more backward. The county is regarded
as Yery healthy.
GeoLogy AND MiNERALS. The Taghkanic mountains, in the
" easternpart of the county, are primitivé, and composed mainly
of granite, and granular limestone.  The remainder of the
county is transition, and its principal rocks are graywacke and
blluc limestone, below which, for the most part, lies a bed of
slate.

The minerals are, iron ore of superior quality, lead ore, sulphuret of copper,
oxide of manganere, sulphuret of zin., heavy spar, peat, marl and marble.
‘There are several mineral springs, both snlphurous and chalybeate. mn the county
‘Those at Leh are much fr and
medicinal properties.* The nulphur s}vrmgs m the town of Stockpon are attract-
ing considerable attention.

SoiL AND VEGETABLE Pnouuc-nous. Portions of the county
are highly fertile, while others are less praductive. The mar!
and lime which abound in the county, furnish ample means for
enriching it, to the highest degree of productiveness. The
timber of the county is principally pitch pine, hickory, oak, ma-
ple, elm and chestnut.

Pursvits. Agriculture is the leading pursuit. Muclt atten-
tion is given to the culture of grain and the rearing of cattle.
* The growth of wool is very large.

Manufactures are also an unportant pursuit in the county.
The principal articles are cotton and woollen fabrics, inclwding
prints, flour, iron and brass ware.

C.mmerce. An active trade is carried on from Hudson and
the other river towns of the county, with New York and other
home ports, employing a number of steamers, sloops and
barges. The produce of the inland towns finds its way to a
market by the railrouds.

Mines. There are some iron mines in the county.

StarLe ProvucTions. Oats, potatoes, corn, rye, butter,
cheesc and wool. -

Scroors. In 1846, there were in the county, 184 district
“school-houses, m which schools were taught, anaverage period
of nine months. ® 11,275 scholars recewed instruction, at an ex-
pense for tuition, o(' about $22,038. The district libraries num-
bered 22,540 volumes.

There were, the same year, in the county, twenty-six select schools, with 435
pupils, and four academies with 238 students.

#*The following is the latc Dr. Mcade’s analysis of the waters of the New

Leb non spri
" pring. Two quarts of water contain
' b g/llun‘:te og Iund: ) ) 24
Ol‘ ases. itrogen gas, l3cu ic mches uriate of soda. (commmon salt
& Atm@‘ospherm uu", 8 Sulphate of limne, 1
Carbonate of lime,
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ReLiGlous DeNominaTioNs. Methodists, Dutch ‘Reformed,
Baptists, Presbyterians, Friends, Episcopalians, Jews, Luther-
ans, Shakers, Universalists, Congregationalists, Unitarians,
and Roman Catholics.” The whole number of churches is sev-
enty-four ; of clergymen, sixty.

History. This county was originally a portion of two man-
ors. The manor of Rensscluerwyck included all except the
seven southernmost towns, which constituted the manor of Liv-
ingston, granted in 1684, 1685, and 1686, and confirmed to the
proprietor in 1714.

In 1710, a company of seventy German families, part of those
sent over by Queen Anne, scttled in the present town of Ger-
mantown, which they called Fast,Camp. In 1725, an arrange-
ment having been made between George I. and the proprietor
of the Livingston manor, a tract of 6000 acres was secured to
them, of which forty acres were to be reserved for the use of a
church and school, and the remainder divided equally among
the inhabitants.

The other six towns, Clermont; Livingston, Taghkanic, Gal-
latin, ~Copake, and Ancram, still constitute the Livingston
manor. The leases are generally long, and the rents payable
in produce. The northern towns, mostly belong to the manor
of Rensselaerwyck.

Difficulties have frequently occurred between the proprietors
of thése manors and their tenants. In 1766, the military forces
were called out to quell the disturbances in the town of Clav-
erack, in the Rensselaer manor, and a conflict ensued in which
several lives were lost. Similar occurrences have taken place
within a year or two past. .

The county was mostly settled by Swedish and Dutch emi-
grants, with the exception of Germantown, already mentioned,
and Hudson, which was founded in 1783, by enterprising citizens
of Rhode Island and Nantucket.

T'he manorial sfstem has perhaps prevented, in some degree,
the full development of the capabilitics of the county ; yet it has,
with slight exceptions, uniformly enjoyed a hig"h degree of pros-
perity.

ViLLaaes. Hubpson city, the capital of .he county, is pleas-
antly situated on the banks of the Hudson, here about fifty
feet above the level of the river. 1t wae formerly largely en-
gaged in commerce, but the interests of this, as well as all our
other commercial ports, were greatly injured by the actiog of
the French and English, relative to ncutral vessels, and the
course necessarily adopted by our government in return, prior .
to the late war wjth Great Britain.

After recovering from the severe losses occasioned by the.e
eynts, the citizens of Hudson engaged in the whale fishery,
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but with iddifferent success. The coasting trade is prosecuted
to some extent.

There are some manufactories here, principally of sperm oil

‘and candles, malt liquors, iron, and carriages. The Hudson

Academy is an old chartered institution, and the Hudson Female
Seminary, is a new and flourishing school. The Hudson Luna-
tic Asylum is 2 private ipstitution. but well conducted, and en-
joying a large amount of patronage.

The city is supplied with excellent water, by means of an
aqueduct. The Hudson and Beckshire railroad adds materially
to the business facilities of the city. Population, 5,657.

Valatie is an important manufacturing village, in the town of
Kinderhook, situated at the jynction of the Valatie (a corruption
of Vallitje) and Kinderhook creeks; here are four large cotton
mills, two iron foundries, and several other manufactories.
Population, 1600.

Kinderhok village, in the town of the same name, is delight-
fully situated on a plain, five miles east of'the Hudson. It has
several manufactories, and a flouriching incorporated academy.
1t is the birth place of ex-President Van Buren, and his beauti-
ful country seat, Lindenwald, is about two miles south of the
village. Population, 1500.

' Columbiaville, in the town of Stockport, is a manufactring
village of some importance. Its manufactures consist mainly
of cotton sheetings. The Hudson River Seminary, a manual
labor institution, is located here. There are in the town of
Stockport, several gther manufacturing villages. The principal
are Glencadia, Springville, Hudson Print Works, and Chitten-
den’s Falls.

New Lebanm Shaker Village, in the town of New Lebanon,
called by the inhabitants the ** Village of the Millennial Church,”
is situated on the west side of the Taghkanic mountains. This
is one of the largest settlements of this singular people. They
have here a very large church, arched over throughout its en-
tire extent; ten dwelling houses for their families, or commu-

*nities, which coneist of from 60 to 150 persons each, and nu-
merous worksh®ps and manufactories. Their grounds are
highly cultivated, and their society prosperous and wealthy.
This settlement was founded a few years after that at Neskayu-
na, noticed under Albany county. Population about 600.

Two and a half miles from this village, are the New Lebanon
springs, whichare a fashionable resort for inva..lid and p!easure
seekers, during the summer ; the scenery here is very delightful.

10*
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Square miles, 933. Population, 31,278.
Organized, 1788. Valuation, 1845, $1,666,140.

TOWNS,

7. Ellenburgh, 183v.
8. Saranac, 1834.
9. Au Sable, 1837.

10. Blackbrook, 1837.
5. Mooers, 1804.

1 11. Clinton, 1842,
6. ?eekmntm. 1820.

1. Plattsburgh, 17S5.
2. Champlain, 1768.
3. Peru, 1792.
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Mountains. JJ. Au Sable range. GG. Chateaugay. 1. Lyon.
m. Rand Hill,

Rivers. a. Great Chazy. b. Little Chazy. c. English. d. Sal-
. mon. e. Little Au Sable. i. Au Sable.q j. Saranac,

Fally. Sheffield. ’

Lakes. W. Lake Champlain. g. Chateaugay. h. Chazy.

Battle Fields. Plattsburgh. Lake.Champlain.

Villages. PraTTsnurcm. * Chazy. Redford. Clinton. Peru.

Bounpsries. North by Canacu East; East by Lake Cham-
plain; South by Essex county ; and West by Franklin county.

Surrace. A plain, about cight miles in width, extends along
the eastern border of this county, inclining gently to Luke
Champlain. West of this® the surface becomes hilly and
broken, giving rise to the Au Sable range of mountains ; still
farther west, the Chateaugay, which have their origin in Can-
ada, rear their lofty and wooded ridges. Their course is from
north-east to south-west.

Rivers. The principal rivers in the county are the Au Sa-
ble, Saganae, Great Chazy, Little Chazy, English, Salmon,
and Little Au Sable. ®

FaLLs. The Au Sable has a number of falls within a few
miles of its mouth. At Birmingham, the water plungesyyer a
precipice cighty feet in height, and then flows through a ravine
of two miles in lengtl}, and an average width of fifty feet, with
perpendicular walls of granite from seventy-five to 150 feet
high. The Saranac has also a number of falls, three of them
exceeding in perpendicular descent, forty feet each.

Lakes. Lake Champlain washes the eastern border of the
county. The other principal lakes are Chateaugay and Chazy.

CLiMaTE. In common with the northern counties generally,
it has a rigorous climate. The winters are long, and snow falls
to a great depth. . .

Georocy AND MINERALoGY. The county # wholly of primi-
tive formation, cxcept a narrow strip of limestone, along the
.shore of the lake. Hypersthene, granite and gneiss, are the
prevailing rockss

Iron is the most abundant and valuable mineral. Buth bog and magnetic ores
occur in large quantities. Black marble is found near Plattsburgh, of excellent
quality. Peat is very plentiful. In Beekmantown, is a sulphur spring, and also
one of carbonated water.

SoiL anp VEecETABLE PropUCTIONS. 1n the level section upon
tha lake, the soil is principally a clayey loam, and is very pro-
ductive. As the country rises, it becomes less f_ertxle.

" . The summer crops are best adapted to the st:'nl;“’ —
red with a dense growth of timber, o p ma
&:.i:csr::? .ﬁ::ev;mntw« of -uprgue produced from the maple.
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Pursurrs. The inhabitants are for the most part engaged in
agricultural pursuits. Some grain is raised, but the rearing of
cattle and sheep is a more favorite and profitable business.
The preparation of lumber for market also furnishes employ-
ment to many of the citizens.

Manufactures are increasing in importance, but are, at pres-
ent, chiefly limited to the manufacture of pig and bar iron, nails,
glass, flour, lumber, and woollen goods.

Commerce. 'The shipping of the Champlain district amount-
ed, in 1845, to 3192 tons, the greater part of which is owned in
this county. Sevcral steamers ply on the lake, as well as
sloops, schooners, &c.

Mines. There ure cxtensive iron mines in the county. The
marble quarries, near Plattsburgh) arc in high repute.

StarLes. Butter, cheese, beef, pork, corn and potatoes.

ScrooLs. 138 district schools were maintained in the county
an average period of six months, in 1846. $8958 was expcnd-
ed for the instruction of 8056 children. The school libraries
numbered 14,460 volumes. :

There were also in the county, nminetebn private schools, with 527 pﬁpiln, and
three incorporated academics with 191 students.

Reglcious DENomiNATIONs.  Methodists, Preshyteriang, Con-
greg®Mionalists, Baptists, Roman Catholics, Friends, and Epis-
copalians. There are thirty-three churches and forty-five cler-
gymen of all denominations. .

History. At the close of the French war, this county was
visited by numerous speculators, in quest of pine and oak tim-
ber ; but no permanent settlements were established till 1765,
or 1766, when a grant having been made to two officers of the
British Navy, Messrs. Stewart and Freswell, of 2000 acres of
land, in two tracts, one situated in Plattsburgh, and the other
in Peru, a few families removed here, but were soon driven off
by the revolutionasy war. The descendants of.one of thcm,
however, (Mr. Hay,) still occupy his property.

rants were also made previous to the revolution, to two'
gentlemen named Beekman and Deane, with each of whom
several partners were associated. A settlement was made in .
Deane’s patent, in 1768, (though not by purchase from him,) by
Mr. James Framboise. Being driven out by the enemy in
1776, he served in the American army through the war, and, in
1784, returned to his furm, which ie still held by his family.

A German nobleman, Count Vredenburg, who had marr%d
a lady of the Queen’s household, in England, obtained a grant’
of 30,000 acres of land, which he located on Cumberlapd bay, in
the present town eof Plattsburgh. He resided here, in grédt
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splendor, for acveral years, previous to the revolution, at the
cpmmencement of which he sent his fumily to Montreal, but re-
mained himself, for some time, on his estate, and at length mys-
teriously disappeared. It was supposed, that he was robbed and
murdered. His house, and a saw mill which he had erected,
some three miles from his residence, were burned, at the time
of his disappearance. :

In July, 1782, Licutendnt (afterwards Major General) Ben-
jamin Mooers, with two other officers, and eight men, ascended
the Hudson in a boat, from Fishkill landing, and, taking the
route by way of Lake George, and Lake Champlain, reached
Point au Roche, nine miles above Plattsburgh, on the 10th of
August, and commenced a sgttlement.

In 1784, Judge Zephaniah Platt, and several others, who had
formed a company, for the purchase of military wlrrants, loca-
ted their lands on Cumberland bay, and laid out the town of
Plattsburgh, reserving ten lots, of 100 acres each, as gifts to
the first ten settlers, who should remove thither, with their
families, and another hundred acre lot for the first male child,
born il the settlement. ,

These gifts were soon claimed, and the settlement prospered
steadily from this period. During the late war wi reat
Britain, one of its severest battles occurred within the limits of
this county—we allude to the battle of Plattsburgh, and the
simultaneous naval conflict, between the squadrons of Commo-
dore Downie and Commodore McDonough, on the 11th of Sep-
tember, 1814.

In this battle, a force of 1500 regulars, and about 2500 militia,
under General Macomb, defcated and routed a force of 14,000
well appointed, and veteran troops, the victors of a hundred
battle fields ; and the squadron, under the command of Commo-
dore McDonough, destroycd a force. considcrably its superior,
on the lake. “The loss of the British land forces, was more than
2000, irr killed, wounded, prisoners, and deserters; that of:the
Americans, not more than 150.

On the lake, the English loss was about 1000, in killed, wound-
ed, and prisoners; that of the Americans, 110. The British
commander, Commodore Downie, was killed, in the naval
action.

The mineral wealth of this county, and its vast forests of val-
wnzble timber, will undoubtedly continue to attract emigrants
hither, and no where will industry receive a more ample reward.

ViLLAGES. PLATTSBURGH, in the town of the same name, is the

unty ssat, and is situated at the head of Cumberland bay. It

as numerous manufactories, and is the proposed terminus of
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the Ogdenaburgh and Lake Champlain railroad ; several rail-
roads are now in the course of construction, wl'uch will probably.
connect this road with Boston, and other ports on the Atlantic.

Plattsburgh is a United States military post, and the govern-
ment have erected extensive stone barracks here, and a perma-
nent breakwater for the protection of the harbor.

The Saranac here furnishes a fine water poewer, descending
by a succession of falls, about forty feet. The manufactures of
the village are principally cotton and woollen goods. Popula-
tion, 2500. *

Near the village are the ruins of the temporary barracks and breast works,
occupied by the troops of General Macomb, during the late war with Great Brit-
ain. One mile north of these is the house occupied by the British commander,
General Prevost, as his head quarters, during the siege. Betwecn this and the
village, the marks of cannon shot can still be seen on the trees and other
objects. At a distance of gbout five miles from the village, on a hill overlooking
the village of Beekmnntown, is the spot where the British troops met the first

pulse in their app to Pl gh, on the 6th of September. In this skir-
mish, several of the British officers and about 100 men were killed. The British
camp was north of the Saranac river.

Clintonville, on the Au Sable nver, situated partly in this
and partly in Essex county, is a thriving village, largel)J enga-
ged in the various manufactures of bar and rolled iron, nails,
chain ggbles, &c. which are produced here, in large quantities,
The Arnold Hill mine, near the village, farnishes magnetic iron
ore of very superior quality. Population, 1000.

Peru is a flourishing village, in the town of the same name.
Population, 900.

Redford, in the town of Saranac, is famous for its manufac-
ture of crown glass, which is of superior quality. Population,
700.

Chazy is a small, but thriving village, in the town of the same
name. It has some manufactures. The Chazy black marble,
quarried near this village, bearsa high reputation.

Champlain, in th® town of the same name, is a village ol some
lmportance. T he village of Keeseville, on both sides of the Au
Sable, is partly located in this town, and, in point of importance,
is only second to Plattsburgh. It is more partichlarly described
in Essex county.




XV. ONTARIO COUNTY.

Bquare Miles, 617. Population, 42,592.
Organized, 1789. Valuagion, 1845, $12,624,438.
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TOWNS,
. Bristol, 1789. 9. Seneca, 17S9.
. Canandaigua, 1789. 10. Victor, 1812.
East Bloomfield, 1789. 11. Manchester, 1821.
. Farmington, 178Y. 12. Hopewell, 1822
. Gorham, 1789. 13. ¢ anadice, 1829.
. Naples, 1789. 14. West Bloomfield, 1833.
. Phelps, 1789. 15. South Bloomﬁeld, 1836.
." Richmond, 1789,

CAS TR0~

Rivers. a. Mud Creek. b. Canandaigua Outlet. c. Flint Creek. d.
Honeoye.

Lakes. BB. Seneca. h. Canandaigua. e. Honeoye. f. Caneadea
or Canadice. g. Hemlock.

Cqlleges. Geneva.

 Villages., CANANDAIGUA. Geneva. annna. Port Gibson.

' Bounparies. North by Monroe and Wayne counties ; East
Ay Seneca county and Seneca lake ; South by Yates a.nd Steu-
ben countier ; and West by Livingston and Monroe counties.
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Surrace. The surface of Ontario county is diversified, being
naturally divided by a north and south line, taking the Canan-
daigua lake inits course. The whole eastern portion is spread
out in beautiful plains 4nl gentle undulations. The western °
portion comprises numerous swells of rich rolling land, inter-
spersed with fertile vales. In the southwestern portion of the
county, thesc swells form some bold elevations, towering into
highlands, having an altitude of twelve or fourteen hundred
feet.

Rivers. Mud creek, Canandaigua outlet, Flint créck and
Honeoye, arc the principal streams.

Lakes. Canandaigua lake is fourteen miles long, from one
to two broad, and surrounded by diversified and beautiful
scenery. The other lakes are Seneca, Honeoye, Caneadea
and Hemlock. .

CanaLs. The Erie canal just touches the county at Port
Gibson, and the¢ Seneca and Gayuga canal commences at
Geneva. 3

RaiLroaps. The Auburn and Rochester railroad has a cir-
cuitou$ course, from ea~t to west, through the county.

CumaTeE. The climate is mild and equable. )

In some sections remi and intermi fevers prevail in autumn, but the
county, as a whole, is decidedly healthy. It is well adapted to the growth and
perfection of the peach, apple and other fruits.

GroLogy AND MinerALs. Slate is the underlying rock of the
county, but it is gencrally covered with limestone, and, on the
higher hills, with graywacke. In the southern part, the clay
slate sometimes appears on the surface. In the west it alter-
nates with the limestone, forming an excellent soil. The
county lies mostly within the limits of the Ontario group.

Water ime, gypsum and marl are abundant. Iron ore is also found in large
quantities. Sulphur sprmg- exist in Manchester. One of the most interesting
features in the mmcmlonlcal history of this county, is the carburetted hydrogen
or inflanmable gas, in Bristol and Canandaigua.

he gas forces 1ts way through fissures in the rocks, and 1n Bristol through the
waters of a stream, where it is most abundant; when lighted it burns with a
steady, brilliant flame, till extinguished by storms, or by design. The gas has the

odor of pit coal, and burns without smoke, but deposits & small quantity of bitu-
munous lampblack. The hillocks where it apj are desti of d and

no plant will ive within its influence. There arc similar springs in East Bloom-
fleld and Richmond.

SotL AND VEGETABLE ProbucTions. The constituents of the
soil render it quite fertile, and the northern and central towns
are peculiarly adapted to the raising of wheat and other grairis.
It also yields grassand fruits abundantly.

The timBr is principally oak, chestnut, hickory, with beech, maple, and somt
pine in the southern part
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Pursurtd. The people generally are engaged in tilling the
carth, and find a rich return for their toil, in the abundance it
produces. More wheat is raised in this county, than in any

“other in the state. It also produces mbre wool. All kinds of
fruit congenial to the climate, are produced in large quantities.

The manufactures of the county are limited, as it has com-
paratively little water power. They are chiefly flour, the va-
rious woollen fabrics, leather, malt and distilled liquors.

Its coppmerce is confined to the transportation of its produce,
and that principally on the Seneca lake.

StarLes. These are, wheat, wool, oats, barley and butter.

Scroors. In 1846, there were 220 district schools, which
were taught an average period of eight months, and contained
14,617 pupils. The amount paid for tuitipn was $21,519. There
were 27,106 volumes in the school libraries.

There were in addition, thirty-five select schools, with 708 scholars, two acad-
emies, and one female seminary, with 246 pupils, and one college with eight pro-
fessors, and, including both departments, 260 students.

Reuigious DenomiNaTiONs. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
rians, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Friends, Universal-
ists, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians and Roman Catholics. To-
tal churches seventy-six—<clergymen ninety-five.

History. The whole of this county, as well as the counties
of Steuben, Genesee, Allegany, Niagara, Chautauque, Monroe,
Livingston, Erie, Yates, and the western halt’ of Wayne and
Orleans, wasincluded in the lands ceded by New York to Mas-
sachusetts, and by thut state to Messre. Gorham and Phelps,
in 1787.

In 1788 Oliver Phelps, one of the proprietors, left Granville,
Massachusctts, to explore this far distant and unknown coun-
try, amid the tearful adicus of his family and friends, who
parted with him, not expecting his return.

On his arrival at Canandaigua, he ass¢tobled the chiefs of
the Six Nations, and purchased {rom them their title to two
and a half millions of acres of land. In 1789, he opened, at
Canandaigua, the first land office in America, for the sale of
forest lands to settlers.

His system of surveys by townships was subsequently adopt-
ed by the United States government, in their surveys of new
lands. Almost the whole of the lands of this county were thus
sold to actual scttlers, a large proportion of whom were from

, New England.
- With a soil of extraordinary fertility, and a thrifty and indus-
trious population ; possessing scenery of unrivaled beauty, and
emoved from the danger of hostile incursions, the growth of
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this county has been rapid and prosperous, since its first set-
tlement.

ViLLaGEs. CANANDAIGUA VILLAGE in the town of Canandmgua.
was laid out by Messrst Gorham and Phelps, in 1788, and is the
county seat. It is delightfully situated, on an ascent, at the
northern extremity of the lake of the same name, commanding
a fine view of that beautiful sheet of water. Itsbuildings, many
of them handsome, are principally situated on a single broad
street, running north and south, and are surrounded by highly
cultivated gardens.

The Canandaigua academy, located here, was founded by the
munificence of Messrs. Gorham and Phelps, and is amply sus-
tained by the liberality of the inhgbitants. 1t is also the seat of
the Ontario female seminary, an ancient and respectable insti-
tution. Population about 3000.

Generva, in the town of Seneca, was founded by Messrs. An-
nin and Barton, in 1794. In the beauty of its situation, it is
unrivaled among the many beautiful villages of western New
York. S:tua.ted at the northwest extremity of Seneca lake, its
principal street runs parallel with the chore of the lake, at an
elevation of about 100 feet, and from many of its residences ter-
raced gardens extend 10 the banks of the lake.

It has some manufactures, but is chiefly distinguished for its
refined society, and for the advantages it affords as a retreat for
the scholar, the retired merchant, or the gentleman of fortune.
The college, here, has an able corps of instructors, and is rising
in reputation and usefulness. In beauty of location it is not
surpassed by any institution in the United States. It hgs a
flourishing medical department. There is also in this village a
female seminary. Population about 4000.

East and West Vienna, in the town of Phelps, arc thriving
villages, situated one mile distant from each other, on the out-
let of Canandaigu¥ lake. They are in the midst of a fine agri-
cujtural region and have some manufuctories. East Vienna
has a female seminary. The Auburn and Rochester railropd
passes through the village. Population 1500.

Rushville, partly in this county and partly in Yates, is a vil-
lage of somec importance. Population about 800.

Port Gibson, in the town of Manchester, is the only place
where the Erie canal touches the county.



XVI. HERKIMER COUNTY.

Bquare Miles, 1370.
Population, 37,424.
Organized, 1791.

> Valuation, 1845, $6,572,473.

TOWNS,
German Flats, 1788,
. Herkimer, 1788.
. Schuyler, 1792.
Norway. 1792.
. Fairfield, 1796
F rankfort, 1796.
. Litchfield, 1798.
. Warren, 1796.
. Manheim, 1797.
10, Newport, 18086.
11. Russia, 1806.
12. Columbia, 181.
13. Winfield, 1S16.
14. Danbbe, 1817.
15. Salisbury, 1617.
16. Ohio, 1823,
17. Stark 1828,
18. Little Falls, 1829.
19. Wilmurt, 1837.

Mountains. GG. Chateaugay. j.
Otsquaga. i. Hassencleaver,

Rivers. ¥. Mohawk. a. Black.
h..East Canada Creek. f. West
Canada Creek. b. Beaver. c.
Moose.

Falls. g. Trenton. t. Little.
Laxes. d. Moose.

Villages. HerxiMer. Little
Falls. Fairfield.

Bounparies. ' North by St.
Lawrence county; East by
Hamilton, Fulton and Mont-
gomery ; South by Otsego ; and
West by Oncida and Lewis
countics.

*.Surrace. The surface is di-
versified, and crossed by moun- 13
tuins in every direction. The
Chatenugay range cnters the
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county from the northeast, and runs southwest and unites with
the Otsquaga Hills, which form the dividing ridge between the
Mohawk and Susquehanna.

This ridge is broken‘through, by the Mchawk river, at Little
Falls. It varies in height from 700 to 1200 feet. The Otsguaga
Hills run from east to west, extending across the whole south-
ern portion of the county. Tlrey are about 1000 feet high.

Between the Chateaugay mountgins and the western line of
the county, are the Highlands of Black river, which are broken
through by West Canada creek. The Hassencleaver moun-
tain, an jsolated summit, having a basc of eight or nine miles,
alg n height of 800 or 1000 fect, aleo occupies its central
portion.

The northern portion is elevated and rugged, but has not
been thoroughly explored. The dividing ridge, between the
waters of the St. Lawrence and the Mohawk, crosses it.

Rivers. The Mohawk passes through the county from cast
to west. Its principal tributaries are the East Canada and
West Canada creeks. The latter, in a course of sixty miles,
falls P220 fcet, or on an average twenty-three feet to the mile.
The Black, Moose, Beaver, and the head waters of the Oswe-
gatchie river, all aid in draining the northern portion of the
county.

FaLus. The Little Falls, at the village of that name, on the
Mohawk, descrve notice. They received their name in contra-
distinction to the Great Falls of the Mohawk, at Cohoes. They
extend, upon the river, three-fourths of a mile, the fall in that
distance being forty-two feet, divided into two rapids, each of
nearly a fourth of a mile in length, and scparated by a stretch
of deep water.

The beauty of the fall 18 very much increased by the depth of the river bed,
below the adjacent banks of the defile, through wlnch it passes. ‘T'his defile is
about 100 rods wide, two miles in length, and rises from 360 to 400 feet above the
river, which has worn for itself this deep ch 1 through the crumbling rocks,
which compose the mountain. ‘The sceunery is highly picturerque and beautiful.

Trenton Falls, on the West Canada creek, are described un-
der Oneida county.

L.akes. There are numerous small lakes scatiered over the
northern part of the county, among which Moose luke is the
largest.

CanaLe anp RaiLroans. The Erie canal, and the Utica and
Schenectady railroad, pass through the county, on either side
of the Mohawk.

CumvaTe. The climate, owing to the numerous mountains, is
cold, but healthy.

GeoLocY' aAND MINERALS. The northern part of the county is
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primitive, the rocks being either granite or gneiss. On the bor-
ders. of the East and West Canada crecks, as well as in some
other sections, this is overlaid with limestone and slate. South
of the Mohawk, the prevailing rock is slte, covered with sand-
stone, or imestone, except at Fort hill, where the granite again
raakes its appearance.

Its minerals are quartz, crystals of rare*size and beauty, heavy spar, calcare-
ous spar, pearl and brown spar, m'lwr:t of zinc, galena, iron and copper pyrites,

. bog iron ore, fibrous celestine, tourMilfline, and anthracite, though not in sufficient
quantities tp be of any practical value. Fos-.ls, of great beauty and perfection, are
found in the vicinity of Trenton falls, and petrifactions on the Otsquaga creek, in
the town of Stark.

SoiL anp VeaeTasLe Propuctions. The soil is gener,
arable, and some portions of jt highly productive. It is beffer
adapted to grass than to grain. The northern portion is said to
be barren and unproducti.e. o

The timber is principally oak, hemlock, pine, beech, chestnut, black birch, hick-
ory, 'buu,emut. elm and maple. Pine and hemlock are abundant in the northern
section.

Purstits. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in-
habitante. From the hilly character of the surface, more atten-
tion is nccessarily paid to grazing, than to the culture of grain,
and Herkimer stands in the front rank of grazing counties. Its
cheese is particularly celebrated, and almost one fourth of the
whole amount produced in the state, is made in this county.
More than cight millions of pounds mere made in 1845. It also
ranks high in the production of butter, wool and pork.

Some attention is paid to manufacturesgfor which the water
falls of the principal streams afford fine facilities. The principal
articles are leather, cotton and waollen goods, flour, lumber and
paper.

The transportation of its produce upon the Erie canal, consti-
tates the only commerce of the county.

StarLes. Cheese, butter and wool.

ScHoors. There are 200 publie school-housés, in which schools
were taught, in 1846, an average period of eight months, and
11,800 children received instruction, at a cost, for tuition, of
$15,459. The uistrict libraries numbered 22,750 volumes.

The county has also thirty-threc select schools, with 442 pupily, three ncademies,
and one le seminary, ded by 321 pupils.

Revuicious DeNomiNaTions. Methodists, Baptists, I}utch Rp-
formed, Universalists, Presbyterians, Congrigationahsts, Epis-
copalians, Roman Catholics, Unitarians and Jews.

History. A tractof land, twelve miles square, lying bet.ween
the East and West Canada creeks, in_this county, constituted
the royal grant, which Sir William Johnson obtained of old
hing Hendrick, and which was afterwards confirmed by the
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kiog of England.* Another of 94,000 acres, lying irfthe north-
ern part of the county, was granted in 1770, and called the Jer-
seyfield patent.

The fertile tract now known as the German Flats, was"
patented by a company of German Lutherans, in 1725. It con-,
sisted of a little more than 9000 acres of excellent land. Their
residence was called Burnet’s field, after Governor Burnet. A
church was erected here, previougga the revolution, and a par-
sonage of stone, which having beefMortified, received the name
of Fort Herkimer. .. '

In common with the adjacent counties of Montgomery, Ful-
ton, Otsego, Oneida and Schoharie, Herkimer suffered from
t cursions of the savages and tories, during the revolution-
ary contest. Thebrave old generdl whose name it perpetuates,
died at his residcnce, dn Danube, in this county, in August,
1777, of wounds reéeived at the battle of Oriskany.

In 1778, the village of Herkimer was burned by the Indians
and tories, under the direction of the Mohawk chieftain, Prant.
Fortunately their approach had been discovered by the inhabit-
ants, who fled to Forts Dayton and Herkimer, for protection.
Two hdividuals, however, were killed, every house and barn
destroyed, and the cattle, horses and sheep driven away by the
Indians. .

In 1780, a party of Indians and tories visited Little Falls, for
the purpose of destroying the mills there, which were of great
importance to the inhabitants. They accomplished their object,
killed one man, and took five or six prisoners. Two of the oc-
cupants of onc of tH® mills, concealed themselves in the race-
way, beneath the water wheel, and after the conflagratiqn of
the mill, and the departure of the Indians, made their escape.

ViLLaces. HERKIMER, the county seat, is handsomely situa-
ted in the valley of the Mohawk, in the town of the same name.
It has a fine hydraulic power, sufficient to drive a large amount
of machinery. The academy here is in a flourishing condition.
The county buildings are on the most improved models, com-
bining security and comfort. Population about 1000,

Lattle Falls, situated on both sides the Mohawk, in the town
of that name, is celebrated for the beauty of its scenery. It is

* The way in which this land was obtained, was said to be the following. Sir
William having received, from England, several rich suits of umform,nlie old
Sachew, Hendrick, visited him soon uﬁer, and apent the night. In the morning
he came to Sir Wlil said, ¢ Me dream last night.”” ** And what did you
dream 7’ inquired the b#fonet. #Me dream you give me one fine suit of clothes,"”
was the reply. The baronet, of course, eompﬁled with his request. !
h Not‘!t; ““& ?e tretulrlm's:i t.l‘ne vngil...' l:dhin]u:; morlnln y said to his lndhg
“%.Jreuned.” :apﬁ:a" tV'VilllalnA,h’“ that y'o: gl:ve.:'ne such ;dj]ﬂg:: 3?7.':6?" ’

describing it). ¢ Well,” said the old Sachem, ‘‘Me give it but
ream wlnﬁn you agsin; 'you dream too hard for me.” s you, bat me n_g
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largely engaged in manufactures, and has an academy for the
education of both sexes, for which the citizens have erected a
noble granite edifice. Its houses, mostly of stone, are remark-
able for their neat and substantial appearance.

" Here is adeep cut on the canal, of two miles, through eolid
rock, which presented an obstacle to the Erie canal, only sur-
passed by that at Logkport. The canal constructed by the
Western Inland Lock Navjzation Company, in 1802, is con-
nected with the Erie canal his place, by a magnificent aque-
‘duct of white marble. The finest quartz crystals in the United
States are found here. Populatisn about 3000.

Fairfield is a pleasant rural village, the seat of an academy
of considerable distinction. The college of physicians and st#-
geons, of the western districy, was formerly located here, and
occupied a fine building. This medical sihool, though formerly
highly popular, has recently been discontihued.

Mohawk, in the town of German Flats, is situated on the
line of the canal. It is a flourishing village, and furnishes a
good market for the froduce of thissection of the county. Pop-
ulation 800.

Newport, in the town of the same name, is a thriving viilage,
with considerable manufactures. Population about 600.

Frankfort, in the town of the same name, has some manufac-
tures. Population 600.

Middleville, in the town of Fairfield, Winton, in the fown of
Salisbury, and Russia, in the town of the same name, are vil-
lages of some importance.

.
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Square Miles, 626. Population, 62,338.
Organized, 17901. Valuation, 1845, $12,624,258.

/\®
g’
)
? .
1. Hoosick, 1788. 8. Troy City, 1796.
2. Pittstown, 1788, 9. Nassau, 1806.
3. Scaghticoke, 1788. 10. Berlin, 1806.
4. Stephentown, 1788. 11. Brunswick, 1807.
5. Petersburgh, 1791, 12. Grafton, 1S07.
6. Greenbush, 1792. 13. Lansinburgh, 1807.
7. Schodac, 1795, 14. Sand Lake.

Mountains. Y. Peterborough. g. Williamstown.
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Rivers and Creeks. C. Hudson River. k. Hoosick. b. Tomhenick
Crelfki i. Kinderhook. h. Vallitje. e. Wynantskill. f. Poes-
tenkill.

* Falls. Hoosick.

Villages. Trov Crry. Greenbush. Lansingburgh. Scaghticoke
Hoosick Falls. .

Bouxmﬁe. North by §fashington county; East by the
states of Massachusetts and Vermont; South by Colaumbia
county ; And West by the Hudson river.

Surrace. The surface of the county is diversified. From
the valley of the Hudson it rises, somewhat precipitously, more
than 200 feet. Thence the county is rolling, to the base of the
Peterborough mountains. These mountuins attain their high-
est elevation near the centre of the county, subsiding into mod-
erate hills, at the northern and southern extremities. This
ridge is separated from the Taghkanic range, here called the
Williamstown mour@ins, by a valley from one to three miles
in width.

Rivere. This county is abundantly watered. Besidc. the
Hudson, its principal streams are, the lloosick river, Tom-
henick, Kinderhook and Vallitje crecks, Wynantskill, und Po-

' estenkill.

-~

RaiLroaps. The Western Railroad, which connects Boston
and Albany, terminates at East Albany. The Troy and Green-
bush Railroad connects this with Troy. The Troy and Sara-
toga, and the Tray and Schenectady Railroads, both terminute
in this county. They cross the Hudson at Troy, on a noble
bridgy, 1650 feet in length.

Crmate. The climate of the county is mild. but exposed to
great extremes of temperature. 1t is considered healthful.

GEeoLoGy AND MineraLs. The county is wholly of the trans-
ition formation. The basis rock is clay slate, upon which is
imposed limestone, gray wacke, and some red*sandstone.

Roofing slate 18 extensively quarried in Hoosick, Stephentown, and Troy Iron
is found in scveral places, but s httle wrought. Marl, of superior quality, 18
abundant in Sand Lake,gnd Scaghticoke.  Epsom salts are found in Lansingburgh ;
in the same vicinity are quartz crystals of great beauty. There are several sul-
Jphur springs in the county.

Soi. anp VEeceTasLe Probucrions. There is considerable
varicty in the soil, but a loam, composed of sand and clay, and
quite fertile, extends over the greater part of the county. Con-
siderable tracts are well adapted to wheat, but grass and sum-
mer crops succeed better in the uplands, in the northern and
eastern sections. The principal timber is oak, hemlock, spruce,

. chestnut, and hickory.

Pursurts. Agriculture is extensively and proﬁta_bly pursued.
The productions of the dairy are large. 'The rearing of cattle,

11
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horses, and sheep, receives much attention. It is the largest
flax growing county in the state.

The Manufactures of the county are numerous and varied.
The principal articles are flour, cotton and woollen goods,
various kinds of iron ware, leather, carriages and sleighs,
railroad cars, malt and distilled liquors, oil, &e.

Commierce. The commercé of the.county is quite extensive,
and is carried on principally throgggh the ports offroy, Lan-
singburgh, and Greenbush.

STarLes. Flax, oats; potatoes, corn, butter and wool.

Scaoors. In 1846, there were in the county, 192 district
school-houses, in which schools were maintained an average pe-
riod of nine months, and 13.040 children received instruction.
The wages of teachers amounted to $21,83:. The number of
volumes in the distvict\ibraries was 26,921.

There were also keventy-five private schools, with 1923 pupils, six academies
and two female serinaries, with 556 students, and the Rensselaer Institute.

Revgiovs DeNomiNaTioNs. Methodis® Presbyteriane, Bap-
tists, Dutch Reformed, Episccopaliane, Roman Catholics, Uni-
versalists, Unitarians, Friends, and Congregationalists. There
are ninety-five churches, and eighty clergymen.

History. All the towns of this county, except Scaghticoke,
Pittstown, Hoosick, the north part of Lansingburgh, and partof
Troy, bolang to the Manor of Rensselacrwyck. The furms are

ﬁenerally rented at the rate of ten bushels of wheat for the hun-
red acres.

Pittstown was probably settled at an carlier period than any
other portion of the county, emigrants having located there in
1650.

Scaghticoke was also settled by Dutch and German families
at an early period, probably about 1700. The first settlement
on the present site of Troy, was made in 1720, by Derick Van-
derheyden. He ubtained a lease of 490 acres, now constituting
the most densely populated portion of the city, for three and
three-quarters bushels of wheat and four fat fowls annually.

His descendants continued to occupy the latad, and from them
it assumed the name of Vanderheyden’s ferry, which it con-
tinued to bear till 1789, when the more classic appellation of
‘“ Troy” was substituted for 1t.

On the 16th August, 1777, a portion of the battle of Benning-
ton was fought within the limits of Hoosick, in this county.  +:

A cantonment was erected at Greenbush, for the United
States troops, during the late war with Great Britain.

Crmies anp VicLages. Troy Crry, the seat of justice for the -
county, is pleasantly situated on the Hudson, six miles norti of’
Albany. It was laid out in 1789, and made the county seat in
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1791. It*is well built, with wide and well shaded streets. The
‘court house, and several of the other public buildings, exhibit
great architectural merit.

It is largely engaged in manufactures of almost every descrip-
tion; cast and bar iron, nails, cotton and woollen goods, coaches,
sleighs, wagons, railroad cars, flour, distilled and malt liquors,
leather, cordage, steam engines, machinery, &c., are the
principa® The entire wilue of its manufactures exceeds
$4,000,000 per annum.

‘T'he schools of Troy have long maintained a hichrank. The
Rensselaer Institute, founded by, and named after, the late Pa-
troon, is an excellent practical scho signed to furnish young
men with a thorough mathematical €ducation, and to fit them
for the practice of civil engineering.

The Troy Female Seminary, begun in Middlebury, Vermont,
in 1814, and removed to Troy in 1821, has long ranked among
the first institutiong of its kind in the country. Nearly 6000 pu-
pils have been educated in it, many of whom have afterwards
becomie teachers in various parts of the Union. .

Its former and present principals, have won for themselves
the highest reputation a« instructors. It has twenty-four teach-
ers and other officers, and more than 200 pupils.

The Troy Academy is also an excellent institution.

The Lyceum of Natural History has a fine library and cabi-
net, and is well conducted, The Young Men’s Association pos-
sess a large and well seldeted library, a cabinet and reading
room, and sustain a course of lectures annually.

T'he city is connected with Schenectady, Saratoga, and East
Albany, by railroads, and by means of the last with the great
Western Railroad to Boston. Hxcellent McAdamized roads
have also been constructed to' Albany and to Bennington; the
Erie and Chamnplain canals, here forming the Junction canal,
bring immense (uantities of lumber and produce to the city, and
receive in return manufactured goods.

. The commesce of the city is quite large. Three large and
seven or eight smaller stcamboats, about sixty sloops and
schooners, and twenty-five or thirty barges, are owned here,
and employed in transporting produce and manufactured arti-
cles to New York. There are also several lines of packets ply-
ing to other ports, together with a large number of packet a.nd
geight boats, on the Erie and Champlain canals. Population
* 25,000.
" The village of West Troy, on the west bank of the Hudson,
sthough In another county, may almost be considered a suburb
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of Troy, with which it is connected by a fine bridge: and two
ferries. .

Lansingburgh, in the town of the same name, is three miles
north of Troy. It was settled before that city, and was for a
considerable period the more important village. It has exten-
sive manufactories. By means of a lock, in the state dam across
the Hudson, sloops ascend the river to the village. The Lan-
singburgh Academy was one of the first institutions & the kind
established in the state. The village is one of the oldest in the
state, having been organized in 1771, and incorporated in 1787.
Population 3500.

Scaghticoke Point, i e town of Scaghticoke, is a thriving
manufacturing village ; ton, liner, and hemp goods, powder,
and powder kegs, arc largely manufactured here. Popula-
tion 1400. o

Greenbush is a thriving village in the town of the same name,
opposite the city of Albany. The great Western railroad, and
the Troy and Greenbush railroad-terminate here. The United
States barracks, erected in 1814, were on an eminence about a
mile sodtheast of the village. They were very extensive, having
been intended for the accommodation of 5000 troops, but are now
in ruins. Population 1200.

Hoosick Fulls, in the town of Hoosick, is a thriving manufac-
turing village. Population 500.

Nassau and Berlin, in the towns of the same names, are vil-
lages of some importance. L 4

Schodac Landing, in the town of Schodae, is a thriving

village.



XVIII. OTSEGO COUNTY.

Square miles, 892, Popult:uon, 50.509.
Organized, 1791. Valuation, 1845, $5,408,040.

TOWNS.
J. Otsego, 1783. 12. Middlefield, 1797,
2. Cherry Valley, 1791, 13. Exeter, 1799.
3. Richfield, 1792. 14. Plainfield, 1799
4. Unadilla, 1792. 15. Hartwick, 1802.
5. Burlington, 1792, 16. New Lisbon, 1806.
6. Butternuts, 1796. 17. Decatur, 18SUS.
7. Milford, 1796. 18. Edmeston, 1808.
8. Onconta, 1796, 19. Maryland, 1808.
4. Pittsfield, 1797. 20. Westford, 1808.
10. Springfield, 1797. 21. Laurens, 1810.
11. Worqester, 1797, 22. Otego, 1822,

*Mountains. m. Kaatsbergs. n. Mount Independence.
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Rivers, 1I.Unadilla. G. Susquchanna. b. Butternut «creek. ec.
Otsdewa. d. Otego. e. Otsego. f. Cherry Valley. g. Schene-
vas. h, Elk. ’

Lakes. i. Summit. j. Cmaderaga or Schuyler. k. Otsego.

Battle Fields. Cherry Valley.

Villages. CooPersTowN. Cherry Valley.

Bounparies. North by Oneida, Ierkimer and Montgomery
counties ; East by Schoharie and Delaware; South by Dela-
ware ; and West by Madison and Chenango ccuntics.

Surrace. The surface is greatly diversified by mountains,
hills, valleys and plains. The Kaatsbhergs extend ulong its
castern border, connecting, a little above Cherry Valley vil-
lage, with Mount Independence, wlose summit, more than 2000
fect above tide water, aflords a noble prospect, o).ening, in some
directions, nearly 100 miles in extent.

At this elevation, a narrow table land ru' s along the northern
confines of the county, forming the western continuation of the
Kaatshergs, and declicns gradually toward the south, divided,
however, by the streams, into numerous hizh r.dges and decp
valleys.

There are six principal valleys thus formed, viz. Cherry Val-
ley, the valley of the Elk creek, that of Schenevas creck, the
valleys of the Otego and Butternut crecks, and of the Unadilla
river. The direction of these valleys is generally south-south-
westerly.

Rivers. This county is well wagéred The Susquehanna,
which forms nearly half its southern boundary, is the principal
stream. It takes its rise in Summit lake, whose waters also
discharge, in seasons of flood, into the Mohawk. Its course
through the county is placid, the descent, in the distance of
forty-five miles, probably not exceeding five fect to the mile.

The Unadilla, a Lranch of the Susquechannah, washes the
eastern border of the county. The Cherry Valley creek, on
whose banks such deeds of blood were committed, in the early
settlement of the county, isalso a tributary of tht. Susquehanna,
as are the Schenevas, Otego, Otsdewa, and Butternut crecks.

Laxes. Otscgo lake is nine miles long, and from one to three
wide. The hills which encircle it are elevated from 400 to 500
fect above its surface. This lake is 1188 feet above tide water.
The purity of its waters, and the rich and varied scenery which
surrounds it render it an attractive summer resort.

Canaderaga, or Schuyler’s lake, is a beautiful sheet of wnter,
five miles long, and from one to two wide.

Summit lake is the source of the Susquchanna It is d
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small body of water, but has an altitude, above tide water, of
1346 feet.

Cromhorn pond, on the Cromhorn mountain, in Maryland, is
three miles circumference, and is onc of the highest ponds in the
state. ’

CumMaTE. Owing toﬁle clevation of this county the climate
is cooler than in some other portions of the state. The diver-
sity of its surfuce insures a perfvct drainage, and renders it
highly salubrious.

GeoLocy AND MiNeraLs. T'us county belongs to the transi-
tion system. It is underlaid with clay slate, over which is
graywacke slate, sandstone, and in the north limestone.

In Cherry Valley and Springtield, gray marble of good quality is found. It 1s
susceptible of a high polish, and nbaunds with amumal fossils. Magnesia 18 one
of its constituents. ‘The graywacke also furmshes an excellent building material.
There are some sulphur springs in the county ; thyt at Richficld is highly
nated, and often visted for its medicinal qualities.

SoiL aNDp VEeGETABLE Propucrions. The soil is very fertile.
The timber of this section is principally oak, white pine, hem-
lock, becch and maple. Oats, corn, barley, wheat, hops and
potatoes are the principal crops. -

Pursurrs.  Agriculture, particularly the rearing of cattle,
horses and sheep, and manufactures are the principal pursuits.
There are no mines, but some extensive marble quarries near
Cherry Valley.

The Susquehanna is the only navigable stream in the county,
and is mainly used for the, transportation of lumber, of which
considerable quantities are sent to market annually.

The manufactures of the county are numerous, and incrcas-
ing in quantity and value with greatrapidity. The mostimpor-
tant ar¢ flour, lumber, cotton and woollen goods, (including
prints,) lcather, iron, &ec. I% 1815, they exceeded $1,100,000
in value.

StarLe PropucTions. Wool, beef, pork; butter, cheese, and
lumber, are the principal productions.

Scuoors. There were in the county, in 1846, 316 district
échool-houses,’in which schools were taught an average period
of eight months; 16,859 scholars were instructed during the
year, at an expense for tuition of about $19,385. The district
libraries contained 31,366 volumes.

There were the same year, in the county, thrity-nine private schools, with 652
pupils, and three academies yjth 223 students.

ReLicious DenominaTions. Baptists, Methodists, Prgsbytc-
.rians, Episcopalians, Congregationalistg, Friends, .Umvelzsal-
ists, and Unitarians. There were, in 1845, eighty-eight
churches of all denominations, and ninety-eight clergymen.

PICE -
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Hisrony. The early history of this county contains many
events of thrilling interest. The first settlement in {he county,
was made in 1739, by Mr. John Lindesay, a Scotch gentleman
of some fortune and distinction, who, in conjunction with three
other gentlemen, had obtained a paten&l‘or a tract of S000 acres,
in the present town of Cherry Valley.  The place for several
years was called Lindesay’s Bush.

Mr. Lindesay sedulously cultivated .the friendship of the Mo-
hawks, with whom this section was a favorite hunting ground,
and soon had reason to rejoice that he had done so, for in the
winter of 1740, his stock of provisions was exhausted, and on
account of the depth of the snow, he was unable to procure sup-
plies from the distant settlements, but the friendly Indians
brought food on their bucks, and tlras administered to his wants.

In 1741, by the persuasion of Mr, Lindesay, Rev. Samuel
Dunlap, an Irish clerg§man of education and talent, was in-
duced to emigrate, with several of his friends, to the number in
all of about thirty persons, to this county. Soon after their ar-
rival, provision was made for the crection of a church, a school-
house, and a grist and saw-mill.

Mr. Dunlap opened, in 1743, a classical school for boys, the
first in the state west of Albany.

The settlement progresscd but slowly for the next ten years.
Mr. Lindesay was not well adapted to the management of an
infant scttlement, and after expending his fortune in the enter-
prise, necessity compelled him to abandon it. He entered the
army, and died in New York, after serving a few years as
licutenant.

A few years later, small scttlements were made at Spricg-
ficld, Middlefield, Laurens and Otwcgo.

In 1772, when the county of Tryon was formed, the whole
population of Cherry Valley wamsomcwhat less than three hun-
dred; and of the entire western portion of the state, (Tryon
county comprising u'll that portion of the state lying west of a
ling drawn through the centre of Schobarie,) but a few thou-
sands.

A number of the inhabitants had served in tHe French war,
and had sutlered from the hostile incurxions ol the Indians.

During the Revolution, the inhubitants of this county, as well
as those of' the {rontier settlements generally, were agitated
with fear of the torics ind Indians, but though often alarmed,
they did not suffer from the devastating eflects of the border
wars, in their own settlements, till the autumn of 1778.

Rumors of an intended attack of the Indians and tories hav-

‘ing reached the inhabitants in the spring, they fortified the
chureh, and Colonel Alden, with a portion of an eastern regi-
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ment, was stationed to defend the settlement. The summer,
and two of the autumn months passed, without the appearance
of the enemy, and believing themeglves secure, the farmers left
the fort, and returned to their homes.

On the 6th of November, Colonel Alden received intelligence
from Fort Schuyler, of the appreach of a large force of Indians
and tories toward Cherry Valley ; on the dissemination of this
intelligence, the settlers ‘requested permission to remove into

-the fort, or at least to deposit their most valuable property there,

Coloncl Alden denied both requests, and with the most crim-
inal apathy, considering the report unfounded, took no efficient
measures to ascertain its truth, He stationed scouts in differ~
ent districts, but they, actuated by the same feelings with their
commandcr, kindled a fire, lay down to sleep, and were all cap-
tured by the enemy.

On the night of the 10th of Novembef, 1778, the enemy, un-
der commaud of the brutal Walter Butler, and Brant, the Mo-
hawk chieftuin, encamped within one mile of the fort, and on
the morning of the 11th, approached it.

Colonel Alden, in addition to his other imprudences, had
lodged the officers of his garrison in different houses i the
neighborhood. By mcans of their prironers, the enemy discov-
ered in which houses they were lodged, and took them all
captives.

Colonel Alden himsell” was not in the fort, and on receiving
intelligence of the commencement of the attack, was still incred-
ulous, but ordered the guard to be called in, and went toward
the fort. Dearly did he pay for his apathy and incredulity ; he
was among the first victims of the cruel massacre which now
took place.

The family of Mr. Robert Wells, eonsisiing of twelve per-
sons, were all murdered in cold blood, and one of the tories
boasted that he had killed Mr. Wells while at prayer.

The wife and one daughter of the Rev. Mr. Dunlap, the har-
dy pioneer of the ecttlement, already mentioned, were also sa-

. crificed, and himself only spared through the importunity of an
Indian. The wife and four children of Mr. Mitchell, were also
inhumanly butchered by the wretches. Tl}irty-two of the
inhabitants, mostly women and children, and sixteen continental
soldiers were killed, and a large number made prisoners; all the
houscs and other buildings of the settlement were burned ; and
the sun, which that morning looked on a quiet and happy vil-
lage, in that beautiful valley, shed its last rays that evening
upon smouldering ruins, and lifeless corses weltering in their

od. .
bl(l)\ confsrence was held at Unadilla in this county, between
General Herkimle{“and Brant, the year previous to this massa-
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cre, in which the General attempted, though unsuctessfully, to
dissuade the Indians from tuking part in the contest. .

Since the close of the Revution, the progress of this county
has been rapid, and its quiet undisturbed by the warwhoop of
the Indian, or the battle-cry of the white warrior.

ViLLaGEs, &c. CooPERsSTOWN, the county seat, is a village in
the town of Otsego. It is situated at the southern extremity of
Otsego Lake, and in the beauty of its'scenery, and the salubrity
of its climate, has few equals among the lovely villages of cen~
tral New York. .

The town is largely engaged in the manufacture of cotton
goods and paper. Population 1400.

Cherry Valley, whose thrilling story has already been nar-
rated, received its name from itsasituution, and the great abun-
dance of the wild cbcrr‘v in its vicimty. It is a pleasant villuge,
situated in a delightful valley.

The Cherry Valley Academy, a flourishing chartered insti-
tution, is located here. Population 1100.

Hartwick is principally distinguished for its Lutheran Theo-~
logicgl and Classical Seminary, a flourishing and well conducted
institution.

Springfield, so called from a large, deep epring in the town,
has an agreeably diversified surface, and comprises several vil-
lages. It has some quarries of very good marble.

Salt-spring-ville has its name from a small brine spring near
it, from which salt was manufactured during the Revolution,
1t is worthy of notice for 1ts distance from the great salt springs
of the state, and its elevation above tide water.

The Chyle is a noted limestone sink, in this town, eighty
yards in circuit and about twelve feet deep; it is oval in form.
After rains or thaavs, it is filled with water, which gradually
discharges itself by small orifices below, giving the water a
whirling motion.

Unadilla is pleasantly situated on the Susquehanna. It has
two fine covered bridges, cach 250 fect in length, resting on
three arches. It has also conserable lumber trade. A species of
g‘(l)r{l)dstone is quarried here for grindstones. Fopulation about

turing village, and has a flourishing academy.

. v
Gilbertsville, on the Butternut creek, is a thriving mapiafac-
#



. XIX. SARATOGA COUNTY.

° Square miles, 800. Population, 41,477.
Organlzed, 1791. Vajuation, 1845, §6,643,513.
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TOWNS. .
1. Ballstown, 1788. 11. Edinburgh, 1801.
2. Halfmoon, 1788. , 12, ladley, 1801,
3. Saratoga, 1788, . 13. Malta, 1502,
4, Stillwater, 1798, 14. Moreaa, 1803.
5. Charlton, 1792. 15. Waterford, 1516.
6, Galway, 1702, 16. Corinth, 1818,
7. Milton, 1792. © 17. Wilton, 1518.
8. Greenfield, 1793. 18. Day, 1819,
9. Providence. 1796. 19. Saratoga Springs, 1510.
10. Northumberland, 17499. 20. Clifton-park, 1828.

Mountains. m. Palmertown Mountains. EE. Kayaderosseras.

Rivers. C Hudson River. F. Mohawk. a. Sacandaga. c. Kaya-
derosseras or Fish Creek.

Falls. b. Cohoes. k. lladley. u. Glens. o. Bakers.

Lakes. f. Saratoza. gz Round. h. Long. i. Owl.

Battle Fields. Bemis’ Heights. Schuylerville.

Villages. BavLnstonN Spa.  Saratoga Springs.  Watcrford. Schuy-
lerville. Mechanicsville.

Boynnaries. North by Watren county; East by Hudson
River; South by Albany and Schenectady ; and West by Mont-
gomery, Kulton, and Hamilton counties.

Surrace. The surface of this county is much diversified and
may be divided into mountainous, hilly, and plain lands. The
Palmertown mountains enter the county a few miles west of
Glen’s Falls, and ~ink to its general level near Saratoga Springs.
The Kayaderosseras range crosses the northwestern corner,
and is broken through, in the town of Day, by the Sacandaga
river. Southof that town, a lateral spur, extending in a soGth-
erly direction, unites with Flint Hill of Schenectady county.
The hilly portion lies east of the mountains, while the level em-
braces the eastern and southeastern sections of the county.

Rivers. The Hudson is the main river, forming its eastern
and a large portion of its northern boundary line. Itreceives in
its course, from this county, the Sacandaga, Fish creek, and the
Mohawk river which waters it on the south. X

FacLus. The “ Great Falls” of the Hudson are formed by the
Palmertown mountains crossing this river in the town of Co-
rinth. After a rapid of a mile and adescent of thirty feet, the
river has a perpendicular fall of thirty feet more. There is a
remarkable sluice 120 yards above, twelve yards long and four
wide, through which the great body of the water flows with
great velocity. Parts of Glen’s, Baker’s, and Cohoes falls a1e
also in this county, particular descriptions of which are given
under Warren and Albany counties.

Lakes. Saratega lake, at the junction of the towns of Malta,
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Stillwater, Saratoge and Saratoga Springs, is nine miles long
and three wide.

The shore immediately around the lake is marshy, rendering
it inaccessible except in a few plac s; the country back rises
into lofty ridges and forms a vast cuuphitheatre « fpicturesque and
cultivated landscape. The fine fi:h which inhabit its waters,
and the game that frequent its banks, ar. objects of much attrac-
tion to the spor sman. The visito ~ to the neighboring springs
often resort her , and find ample accommodations at the public
houses.on the western shore. A steamboat plies its waters.

Snake Hill projects into the 'ake from the east, and 1ises 200
feet above i - su . ce.

Round lake, four miles in circamference, Long lake, in the
town of Ballstown, five mi'es long and one wide, (a beautiful
sheet of water, abundantly supplied with fish,) and Owl lake,

are the other lakes worthy of notice. - =
The Champlain canal runs throughthe eastern border of the
county.

Cumvate. The county is subject to extremes of hcat and
cold. The sandy nature of the soil, in the eastern and southern
sections, renders the heat of summer intense, while jts location
at the junction of the Mohawk and Hudson valleys, causes the
cold of winter to be equally‘sevvrc. It is however considered
healthy. The prmcipal diseases are of a pulmonary nature.

GroLogy anp Minerats. This county comprises primitive,
transition, and alluvial formations, and affords to the geologist
a rare field of observation and interest. The mountains are
primitive in their formation, consisting principally of gneiss,
granite, and hypersthene. Fragments of these rocks, corres-
punding with those in place, in the form of boulders and peb-
bles, arc scattered over the whole county. The transition for-
mation borders the primitive, upon the east and south, and ap-
pears in the valley between the great mountain ridges. It con-
sists of pudding stone, sandstone, limestone, argillaceous and
graywacke slate, and graywacke. The argillaceous slate, a
fragile and crumbling rock, underlies the greater part of the
county not included in the primitive region.

At the southern termination of Palinertown mountains, two
miles north of Saratoga Springs, occurs a bed of oolitic lime-
stone, extending across the valley which separates the Palmer-
town from the Kayaderosscras mountains. It is the only known
locality of this formation in the state, .

The diluvial and alluvial deposites include the pine plains, ex-
tending from the northern to the southern limits of the county.
They also cover the transition formation, and border the streains,
They consist of sand, clay, marl, and rounded fragments of
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atone, and in many portions of the county are deposited to an
unknown depth. L

Bog iron ore, maghesia, chrysoberyl, granite, tourmaline, mica, feldspar, apa-
tite, and graphite or black lead, are the principal minerals.

But the most remarkable of the mineral productions of this
county, are its springs. These are principally acidulous, saline
and chalybeate ; there are however a few sulphurous waters.
There are fifty or sixty of the acidulated mineral springs.
They are quite uniform in their temperature, being generally
about 50° Kahrenheit. Their composition is also very similar.
They contain carbonic acid, and atmospheric air, from thirty-
five to forty cubic inches to the pint of water ; and from thirty-
five to seventy-five grains of solid matter, consisting of chloride
of sodium, (common salt,) carbonatles of soda, magnesia, lime,
and iron, and generally iodine and bromine in minute quantities.
One or two of the springs contain but slight traces of iron, and
iodine in larger quantities.

The principal ‘ngs are the Congress, Washington, Put-
nam’s, the Pavilion, lIodine, and Unipn springs at Saratoga ; the
Public Well, the New Waehington, and the Park springs at
Ballston Spa. The analysis of several is subjoined.*

* The following is an analysis of one gallod®(two hundred and thirty-one cubio
inches,) of water from the following springs.

CONGRESB SPRING.

G A
Chloride of sodium - - - - - 31;':.13‘2’9
Carbonate of soda - - . . . 7.900
“ lhime - - . - . 86.143
“ magnesia - . . - - 78.620
“ ron - - - - - MMl ‘
Sulphate of soda - - - - . . 651
lodide of sodinm
Bronnde of potassium T i : - 5.920
Silica - . - - - - - - 472
Alumnina - - . . - - . - 3N
Total grains - 543.998
Carbonic acid gas - - - . - - 28465
« Atmospheric ar - - . - . - 54l
Gaseous contenls  290.06
Iopine Spring.
Chloride of sodium - . N . . Grains.
Curbonate of lime -« . - . - 2.
“ iron - - - - . 1.
magnesia - - - - -
“ soda - . - . - 73:
1Iydniodate of soda, or lodine - - - - 35
Total grainsg EE_
Carbonic acid gas - - . . .
Atmospheric a’n‘r - - - . . . 332: ¢

Cubic inches  334.
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Thelr virtues were known to the Indians, but they carefully
toncealed them from the whites. In 1767, their aflection for
Sir William Johnson, who had been a long time ill, led them to
communicate them to him. They guided him to the High Rock
spring, in the town of Saratoga Springs, and the use of the
mineral waters for a few weeks, completely restored his health,

In 1773, the first attempt wag made to establish a house for
the accommodation of visitors. It was unsuccessful. The fol-
lowing year, one John Arnold established a rude tavern near
the High Rock spring. He was succeeded by one Norton, who,
during the Revolution, abandoned his tavern and joined the
British army. After several changes, it pnssed into the hands
of a Mr. Bryant, who must be regarded as the first permanent
settler.

In 1783, General Schuyler opened a read to the FHigh Rock
spring* from Fish creek, and the succeeding year built a small

frame house near that spring, where he s ve or six weeks
every summer, during the remajader of
VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS. The soil uport the mountainous

portion is light and barren, and on the plains, excepting some
alluvial bottoms, which are highly fertile, sandy and productive

I
PAviLION FOUNTAIN. .

Gralns.

Chloride of sodinm . . - . B X
Carbonate of magncsia . . - - 62.50
“ lilne . . - . . 60.24
“ soda - - - - - 4.70
Oxide of iron, . . - - . - 3.10
lodide of sodium R . . Y

Bromude of potassium

Nibica . - . . . . - .62
Alumina . . . . . - - 25
Total graius 361.74
Carbonie acid gas . - - - - 48001
Aunosphernic wr - . . - - - 800

Total cubic inches 488.10
NEW WASHINGTON SPRING, AT DALLSTON SPA.

Graing .
Chloride @ sodinm - - - - - - 8983
Bi-carbonate of sodn - - - - - 18.057
Bi-carbonate of magnesia - - - - - 42012
Carbonate of lime - - - - - 41.51
Hydriodate of soda - - - - - 07
Carbonate of iron - . - . - 3.7
Silex and almnina -~ - - - - - 125

Solid contentsin one gallon 197.09§

.+ The gas which it emits in great abundance is pure carbonic acid, probably com-
_bined with a small quantity of aumospheric air.

* This I%igh Rock spring is enclosed in a conical rock of tufa (line) about four
¢ feet high and twenty-seven feet in circumference at its base. The water in this is
seven fcot cight inches in depth, and rises within two feet four inches of the top.
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of light crops. The timber of the uplands is oak, hickory, and
chestnut ; of the plains, maple, beech, ash, elm, white and yel-
low pine.

Pursurrs. The people are mainly engaged in agriculture,
and large quantities of grain are annually produced. Most of
the improved lands are under a careful and profitable cultiva-
tion.

Moanufactures. These are chiefly confined to the southern
section, yet they form an increasingly important interest. Flour,
lumber, cotton and woollen goods, and iron, are the leading
articles.

StarLe ProoucTions. Qats, potatoes, corn, and butter.

Scunoors. There were 216 public schools, taught on an aver-
age eight months, during the year 1846, having in attendance
11,714 scholars, and paying their teachers $16,005. The num-
ber of volumes in the dis«rict libraries is 25,532.

‘The number of prj hools is forty four, attended by 898 pupils. There
are also four acade one femd.'e seminary, with 208 students.

ReLicious DEN®MiNATIONs  JfAethodist<, Baptists, Presbytc-
rians, , Episcopalians, Dutch Reformed, Congregationaliste,
Friends, Unitarians, Universalists, and Roman Catholics. The
number of churches of all denominations is ninety-six, of cler-
gymen, cighty-nine. ¢ -

Hisrorv. The settlements in this county werc made at a
very early date.

Van Schaick’s patent, comprising the town of Waterford and
the adjacent country ; the Saratoga patent north of this, embra-
cing a tract six miles square on the Hudson, and the Apple
patent lying on the Mohawk and extending three miles buun
into the woods towards Ballston lake, were granted about the
year 1700.

The patent of Kayaderosaeras, embracing nearly the whole
of the county not previously conveyed, was granted in 1702, to
a company of thirteen individuals, of whom David Schuyler and
Robert Livingston were the most prominent.

The exact date of the first settlement on the other patents is
uncertain; on the Kayaderosseras they were made as carly as
1715.

In 1747, the Indians from Canada attacked the scttlement at
Fish Creek, now Schuylerville, burned the village, and killed
thirty families. After the conquest of Canada, setilements
were rapidly made, but confined, for some years, to the neigh-
borhood of the Hudson and Mohawk rivers.

Much of the land in this county is still holden under the an-
nual rent of fifteen or twenty cents per acre, payabie to the
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successors of the company to whom the Kayaderosseras pateng
was granted.

“This county is parucularly dlstmgmsh 'd fo- the events of
General Burgoyne’s campaign in 1777, and his surrender which
took place within its limits. The gcnci'al circumstances con-
nected with this campaign have been already narrated ; but a
more particular notice of some of the events which transpired
in this county may with propricty’be introduced here.

After the defeat of Colonels Baum and Breyman at Benning-
“ton, Genceral Burgoyne hid employed his troops in transport
ing military stores from Ticondcroga to Fort Edward, until the
12th of Septe ber.

Meanwhile General Schuyler, who had retreated from Fort
ILdward to Stillwater, and thence to the islands at the mouth of
the Mohawk, had received considerable reinforcements. On
the 19th of Auﬂ'ust he was superseded by Generaul Gates, who
decided to return to Stillwater, which place he reached with his
army on the 9th of Scptumber. H< 1mmme y selected
strong position on Bemis’ Hught:-,,’ and pr to fortify his
camp.

un'the 13th and l4th Burgoyne crossed the Hudsor. and
encamped on the hewhts and plains of Saratoga. On the 17th

. he approached within four nules of the American camp, and on
the 19th advanced against the left wing of the American army,
designing if possible todrive them from their position. The ac-
tion, at first partial, at length became general, and both sides
being repcatedly reinforced, the conflict continued till night.

The English remained near the battle field ; the Americans
retired in good order to their camp, but » short distance from
the scene of carnage. Both parties claimed the victory ; the
English because they held the battle ground ; the Americans
because they had maintained their position. The British loss,
however, was censiderably greater than that of the Americans,
and in their circumstances, to fight without a decisive victory,

ras defeat.

The day after this battle, Gencral Burgoyne took a position
almost within ci.anon shot of the American camp, fortitied his

right wing, and extended his leftt ther . Both parties re-
tained their position until the 7th of October ; Burgoyne in the
hope of receiving aid fromn Sir Henry Clinton, to whom he had
sent the most pressing entrcaties for assistance; and General
Gates in the confidence of recciving new reinforcements daily.

Receiving no further intelligence from Sir Henry, and find-
ing himself compelled to diminish the rations of his soldicrs, the
British General determined to test again the strength of his
alversary.

sl ol
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Accordingly he selected 1500 ¢"oice troops, whom he com-
manded in person, aided by three of his bravest generals. With
these he advanced to the attack, while a corps o’ rangers, In-
dians, and provincials were ordered to take a circuitous route,
and show themselves in the rear of the American camp.

General Gates perceived the design of the cnemy and made
such an arrangement of his forces as eflectually to defeat Gen-
eral Burgoyne’s project ; while at the sume timme, he despatched
Colonel Morgan with his corps to a wood which commanded the
right flank of the enemy.

Having succeeded in reaching this, unperceived by the Brit-
ish, Colonel Morgan awaitcd tn. moment when they were en-
gaged with the American force in front to pour a deadly and
incessant fire upon their right flapk.

Meantime, General Gates ordered another division to inter-
cept the retreat of'the gnemy to their carmp. In the attempt to
prevent this movement General Frazer, onc of Burgoyne’s most
efficient office; s moi .~lly wounded, and the artillery corps
routed. Fin e fortune.of the day against him, the British
General retreated to his ca w7 closely nressed by the Ameri-
can -army headed by the impetuous Arnold, wid;*Wiils Lu=3
than his usual, rashness forced their entrenchments; but being
wounded and having his horse killed under him, was compelled
to retire. That portion of the British camp occupied by the
German troops, was carried by a Massachusetts regiment be-
longing to Arnold’s division.

Darkness put an end to the conflict. The advantage gained by
the Americans was decisive. The loss of the British in killed.
wounded, and prisoncrs was heavy, and among the number
were several officers of distinction. Their camp too was pene-
trated by the enemy.

During the night Burgoyne withdrew with his army to a
stronger position on the river heights. Aware that his adver-
sary would soon bc compelled to surrender from want of provi-
sions, General Gates did not risk another assault, but contented
himself’ with posting strong bodies of troops at ¢very avenue by
which retreat was possible, and awaited the rcsult.

Burgoyne attempted a retreat, but could only reach the heights
of Saratoga ncar Schuylerville, where he encamped. Strong
bodies of American troops guarded the Hudson and forbade the
effort to cross. Driven to desperation, he determined as a lust
resource to abandon cvery thing except the arms and provisions
which his soldiers could carry, and crossing at or above Fort
Edward, press on by forced marches to Kort George.

General Gates had foreseen and prepared for this movement ;
in addition to the strong guards placed at the fords of the Bu l-
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son, he had fgrmed an entrenched camp on the high grounds
‘between Fort Edward and Fort George. On learning thisfact,
the British General found himself compelled to surrender, and
accordingly on the 17th of October the treaty of capitulation
was signed, and the British army piled their arms on the plains
of Saratoga, cast of the village of Schuylerville.

Congress awuarded to General Gates and his army their

thanks, and presented him with a medal of gold, struck in com-
memoration of the event.
) ViLLaces. BaiLsTon Spa, in the town of Milton, the seat of
Justice for the county, is pleasantly situated, and is celebrated
for its mineral waters, which are similar in character to those
of Saratoga. It has a number of manufactories, and consider-
able business. Tt is connecte® with Schenectady, Troy, and
Saratoga Springs, by railroad. Population, 1500.

Saratoga Springs, situated on a sandy plain, in the town of
the same name, is one of the most note-*watering places in the

world. Broadway, its principal strest, is wi shady, and
during the summer, constantly th=Jnged with the gay aund fash-
i n of pleasure and relaxation. It has

several fine hotels, which during the summer are crowded with
visitors. There arc also several academies and female semin-
aries, and some manufactories. It is connected with Tr y and
Schenectady by railroad. Population, 3500.

There are cighteen or twenty springs in the town, of which Congress, Put-
nam’s, Pavilion, lodine, [lanuilton, and Flat rock, are the principal. They are
regarded as cflicaci in bilious and scrol d

Waterford, at the confluence of the Mohawk and Hudson

_rjxexss, and at the head of sloop navigation on the latter, com-
.bines to a great cxtent, the advantages of railroad, river and
canal transportation, and hydraulic power. 1t islargely enguged
in manufactures, which, with its agricultural products, annually
amount to between one and two millions of dollars. A bridge
800 feet in length connccte it with Lansingburgh. The Wa-
terford sand used for castings, is csteemed the best in the
«country. Population, about 1800.

Mechanicsrille is asmall but thriving manufacturing village,
» in the town of Stillwater. Population, 600.

Stillwater, in the town of the same name, is distinguished for
. the battles fought between General Gates and Burgoyne, ncar
Bemis® Heights, in 1777, and Schuylerville, in the town of Sar-
atoga, for the surrender of the latter, which took place a short

distance east of that village.




XX. ONONDAGA COUNTY. -
Square miles, 711. Population, 70,175.
Organized, 1794. Valuation, 1845, $15,540,164,

1. Lysander, 1789. 10. Cicero, 1807,

2. Manlius, 1789. 11. Salina, 1S09.

3. Marcellus, 1789, 12, Spafford, 1811.

4. Onondaga, 1789, 13. Lafayette, 1825,
5. Pompey, 1789, 14, Clay, 1527,

6. Fabius, 1798, 15. Elbridge, 1829.

7. Camillus, 1799, 16. Van Buren, 1829,
8. Tully, 1503, 17. Skeneateles, 1830,
9. Otsego, 1806, 18. De Witt, 1833,
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Rivers. a. Oswego River. d. Chittenango Creek. c. Onondaga.
b.: Limestone. e. Nine Mile. j. Oneida river. k. Seneca.

Lakes. . Skeneateles. Z. Oneida. g. Onondaga. h. Otisco.

+ i. Cross. .

Villages. Symacusk. Manlius. Skeneateles. Salina. Geddes.
Jordan.

Bounparies. North by ‘Oswego county and Oncida lake;
East by Madison county; South by Cortland; and West by
Cayuga counties.

Surrace. The northern portion of the county is level; the
southern hilly, but arable.

The watershed, or height of land dividing the northern and
southern waters of the state, pdsses through the southern por-
tion of this county.

Rivers. The Seneca, or Oswego riveg, with its tributaries,
drains most of the north-western portior »The other principal
streams, flowing northward, are the.vneida River, Chittenan-
go, Limestone, Butternut, Onondasfa, and Nine Mile Crecks.

_ The Tiopghniogsmeed 8ol CFteks, running southward, have
their source in this county. ’

Lakes. Oneida Jake forms a portion of the northcastern
-boundary. Skencateles lake, lying mostly in this county, isa

beautiful sheet of water, surrounded by picturesque scenery, an.l
abounding in fish. 1ts troutare particularly celebrated for their
size and abundance. The lake is fifteen miles in length, and
from half a mile to one mile in width.

Onondaga lake, situated toward the centre of the county, is
*ni~!,;mjles long, and from two to four wide. 1t abounds in fish.
‘ Most of the sult springs are necar ite banks.

Otisco and Cross are the only other lukes of importance.

Cumate. The climate of this county is mild and agreeable,
more uniform than in some other parts of the state. The dis-
eases of the courity are principally of a bilious®type.

. GeoLoGY AND MiNErRALs. The northern portion of the county,
is comprised in that geological formation known as the Ontario

roup or division, consisting of marly sandstone, soft green
Shales, and the gypsum and salt rocks, (limestone,) knownas the
Onondaga salt group. South of t¥is, limestone containing gyp-
sum predominates, and still farther south, slate is the prevailing
rock.

Salt is the most ble and abundant mineral production of this y. The
«salf irobtained from springs, (probably charged with sait from some deep scated

locality of the mineral,) in the town of Salina.
*  Oxide of iron, gypsum, marl, water li or hydr i i
* fibrgus gypsum, fluor spar, and serpentinc, are also found in the county. Sulphur
springs exist in Manlius and many other parts of the county. The marble from
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the abundance of encrinites and other fossils which it contains, presents a beau-
uful hirdseye which i ita building material.

SoiL AND VEGETABLE PronucTions. The soil is a calcareous
loam, intecrmingled with vegetable mould, and is highly fertile.
Maple, basswood, becch, hemlock and pine, are the principal
forest trees of the county.

Pursurrs. Agricullure is the occupation of a majority of the
inhabitants. The soil of the county seems equally well adapted
to grazing and the culturc of grain. Large quantities of all the
grains, as well as flax, potatoes, and other vegetables are raised.
In 1845, more barley was raised in this county than in any other
in the state. Large quantitics of butter, cheese, wool and pork,
are also produced. .

The county is also largely engaged in manuf.ctures. In
1845, they amounted to nearly twoand a half millions of dollars,
consisting principallyfof flour, lumber, cotton and woollcn goods,
iron, distilled and m:¥™¥guors, leather and paper.

Commerce. The junctidzg of the Oswego and Erie canals, in
this county, gives it a somew.es cxtensive commerce, both with
the Hudson river and the Lakes. The tollsTeteivedue Jakl ...,
in 1845, amounted to over $52,000, indicating a business of
more than §2,000,000.

Mines. Under this head may be included the salt works in
the town of Salina. At five different points in this town, salt is
produced by the evaporation of brine from the springs.*

In 1840, the amount of salt thus manufactured was 2,622,305
bushels. The springs belong to the state, which receives two
mills per bushel for pumping the water, and six cents per hughel
duty on the salt. Nearly 11,000 men are employed in the busi-
ness.

The production of hydraulic cement, so largely used in canals
and cisternay which is extensively prosecuted in this county, also
belongs to the hend of mines.

SrtapLe PronucTions. Salt, butter, barley, oats, wheat,
wool, and hydraulic cement.

SchooLs. There were in this county in 1846, 304 school dis-
tricts. The schools are taught on an average eight monthe
each. $30,857 was expendag for the tuition ot 24,325 children.
The district libraries contained 37,586 volumes. There were
also in this county thirty-six unincorporated private and select

* The concentration of the brine is accomplished in two ways, viz. 1st, by solur
evaporation, for which purpose large shallow vats arc constructed, and previded.
with movable roofs, to protect them from rains; 2d, hy boiling, which is accom-
plished by means of imiense shallow boilers. Crystallization takes place, though |
in different degrees, by both processes; in the former, the cryctals are larger,
and the variety known in the markets, as coarse salt, is produced. The latter{ro-
duces the fine or table salt.
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schools, with 693 pupils, and seven aca lemies, with 338 pupils.

Rewuciovs DEnomiNaTiONs. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
rians, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Roman Catholics,
Dutch Reformed, Unitarians, Jc -, Universalists, and Friends.
- History. In the town of Pompey, a sto ¢ was found some
years since, about fourteen inches long, twelve broad, and eight
thick. It had a figure of @ serpent entwined about a tree, and
.this inscription.

. Leo X De | § | L. S.

Vix1520- | 8 't n

This inscription has heen interpretcd—Leo X. by the grace
(or will) of God, sixth year df his pontificate, 1520. L. S. the
initials ofthe person buried, (as it was undoybtedly a sepulchrul
monument,)—the cross, an indication )h’at he was a Catholic,

and the character 1) perhapsa rude in*"Jpation that he belonged
to the masonic fraternity. The dacw is®orrect, Leo X. having
been elected Pope in 1513-14.It seems probable that some
.Spanjsh advenwessuyiirgacdt of gold or silver, lured by the
report of the salt springs, and hoping to find there the objéct of
their search, had wandered hither from Florida, which had been
discovercd and explored in 1502. One of the number dying
here, his companions erected this simple memorial to mark
the place of his burial.

In 1655, Father Dablon, a French Jesuit, establizhed himsclf
at one of the Onondaga villages, in the present town of Salina,
as a missionary. The succeeding year, the governor of the
Weench possessions in Canada, at his request, sent a colony of
fifty men, under the command of the Sieur Dupuys, to settle on
the banks of the Onondaga Lake.

For a time the Indians were friendly, but at length they be-
came hostile, and the colonists were compelléd to ecscape by
stealth. Having sccretly prepared boats sufficient to transport
themselves and their cflects, one of their number succeeded in
inducing the Indians to make a feast, and when, after a hearty
repast, all had stink into a profound slumber, he and his comrades
availed themselves of the opportunity to escape, and ere the
Indians had awaked, they wergfpeyond their reach.

In 1666, a French settlement was formed, in the northwestern
part of the town of Pompey, and flourished for three years,
when a party of Spaniards arrived in the village, and quarrel-
ing with the French, instigated the natives to destroy them.
ﬁe Indians, looking with no favorable eye on either, destroyed
both, leaving not asurvivor to tell the manner of their death.

s In the Onondaga Hollow, in the town of Onondaga, formerly
stood the town, castle, and council house, of the Onondaga
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Indians, the most formidable and highly civilized 'tribe of the
Iroquois confederacy. Here the great council fire was always
kept burning, and all matters of importance to the interests of’
the confederacy werc decided. All the leagues and treatics
with the whites were made here, and from this tribe was select-
ed the grand Sachem, or principal civil chief, while the Mo-
hawks furnished the principal'war chiefs.

Garangula, Thurensera, Decanesora, and Sadekanaghtie,
were the most celebrated among their orators, in their early in-
tercourse with the whites.

Black Kettle was the most renowned of their warriors, and
more than once he carried war and devastation among the
French settlements, even to the gates of their citadels. He
was treacherously murdered in 1697, by a party of Algonquins,
at the instigation of the French.

In 1696, Count Frontgnac, with his usual subtlety, attempted
to seduce the ¥ive Natfg from their good faith toward the Eng-
lish, and induce them to Jorm a separate treaty of peace with the
French,  Failing in this, he Ggtermined to avenge himself on
the Qnondagas, whom he regarded as We pritucprdmstgnr~eaf
the opposition to his wishes. Accordingly on the ninth of July,
1696, he set out on an expedition against them, with a large force.

The Onondagas, not receiving scasonable succors from the
other members of the confederacy, and finding themselves,
(though numbering about 1500 warriors,) unable to cope single
handed with so formidable a force, abandoned and set fire to
their dwellings, and left to the French commander a barren
victory.

The Onondagas, after the return of the French, reposses&n-
themselves of their beautiful valley and reared again their coun-
cil house and castle. Thcy were the fast friends of the English,
and under the direction of Sir John Johnson, took part with them
in the revolution. In consequence of their predatory incursions,
Colonel Van Schaick was despatched by General James Clin-
ton, to lay waste their towns. As before, they retired at the ap-
proach of the invading force, and destroyed theip town and cas-
tle; only one of their number was slain.

In a few weeks afier, they revgnged this attack, by an invasion
of the settlement of Cobelskill, glfoharie county, in which they
butchered several of the unarmed inhabitants. During the late
war with Great Britain, they took up arms on the side of the
Americans.

The first permanent whitc settler in the county was a Mr. -
Woebster, who came here in 1786, and settled in Onondaga
Hollow, intermarrying with the Indians. In 1788, heobtained,
permission from the Indians for Messrs. Danforth and Tyler to
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cstablish themselves in the same valley. 'This county was
originally part of the Military Tract. In the spring of 1788, set-
tlements were made in scveral towns of the county. In 1790,
Manlius was settled. Since the commencement of the present

century, the growth of the county has been very rapid.

U . us ™o Usk, the county seat, is situated in the town
of Salina, on the Erie canal, af its junction with the Oswego
canal. It was incorporafed in 1825, and owes its rapid growth

» to the facilities for trade afforded by the canals, and to the ex-

tensive salt springs in its neighborhood.

From half a million to a million r{bushels of salt are annually
produced here; beside iron ware, leather, machinery, flour, &c.
Population, nearly 10,000.

It has several extensive antl well conducted hotels; its public
schoo are of a high order; angd its substantial buildings and
numerous manufactories indicate the .§nterprise of its inhab-
itants.

Salina, in the same town, possesses ¢he most productive salt
springs in the state, yielding from one to two millions of bushcls

v

annually. Ite pszulatioirs wbout 3000.

-
Gerddes and Liverpool, in the same township, the former on
the Krie, and the latter on the Oswego canal, are thriving vil-

+ lages, containing productive salt springs.

Skeneateles, in the town of the same name, is pleasantly
sitnated at the foot of Skenecatcles lake. Its site cominands
a fine view of the lake, for a distance of seven or eight miles,
Its growth has not been rapid, but healthy, and it is one of the
most flourishing villages of the county. Population, about 1500.

Manlius, in the town of the same name, is situated on the
Cherry Valley turnpike. It hasa flourishing incorporated acad-
cmy, several manufactories, and about 1200 inhabitants.

J¢ dan, in the town of Elbridge, is situated on the Erie canal,
and is engaged to some cxtent in manufactures. Population,
about 1200. .

Onondaga Iollow, in the town of Onondaga, is pleasantly
situated on the great western turnpike, four miles south of Syra-
cuse. -The Ondndaga academy located here, is an old and
flourishing institution. Population, about 800. )

About three miles south of thgvillage is the Onondaga Indian
reservation, where reside the remnant of that once powerful tribe.
The legislature, in April, 1846, grantec! the sum of_' 8300 for
the erection of a school-house for the children belonging to this
reservation, and a well conducted school is now maintained
there. ) .

Faye'tgrille, in the town of Manlius, has an incorporated
academy, and is a thriving village. Population, 900.

C 12

i



XXI. TIOGA COUNTY. .

Bquare miles, 500, [ Population, 22,456.
Organized, 1794. Valation, 1845, $1,804,211.

U ar L
\\9 WY
Qar

1. Owego, 1791. 6. Newark, 1523.
2. Tioga, 1800. 7. Barton, 1824\,

3. Spencer, 1806. 8. Nichols, 1824.
4. Berkshire, 1808. 9. Richford, 1633.

5. Candor, 1811.
Rivers, &c. G. Susquehanna. a. West Owego Creek. b. East
Owego. c. Cattotong. d. Cayuta.

Villages. Oweco. Rushville,

Bounparies. North by Tompkine and Cortland; East by
Broome; South by the State of Pennsylvania; and West by
Chemung and Tompkins counties. .
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Surrace.” This, like the other counties bordering on the
Penusylvania line, is clevated. Apparently it was once level,
but it is now cut into hills and valleys by the castern branch of
the Susquehanna, and its tributaries, which affords abundance
of water for the convenience of the furmer, and in many in-
stances, it may be used for manufacturing purposes. On either
side of the Susquehanna, are lofty ewells of heavy rolling land,
yet the crecks are frequently skirted with broad valleys.

Rivers. The Susquehanna, having a south-west course
through the southern part, and itr pranches the East and West
Owego, Cattotong and Cayuta creeks, flowing southerly, are
the principal streams of the county. -

+RaiLroans. The New York and Erie railroad will probably
pass through the valley of the Susquehanng. The Ithaca and
Owego railroad is already in operation, connegting the two
villages whose name it beurs.

Crimate.  The county has a low tenwperature, owing to the
elevation of its surface. It is regarded as healthy.

Georocy aNnp_MiNERais. This county lies wholly within,the
¥“Luaung sandstone formation, except a small tract of the old
red sandstone upon its southern border.

Its mmerals are few. Marl 1s found in the town of Spencer, which is burned
for lime. There are keveral sulphur springs n the county.

SoiL anp VecerasLe Prongerions. The soil is mostly fertile,
consisting of a light gravelly loam, with occasional patches of
marl and clay. Grass succeeds better than grain in the high-
lands, but the valleys yield large crops of wheat and corn, while
theother crops thrive almost every where. White pine, hem-
.., spruce, oak, maple, and beech are the principal timber, and
havca dense growth. Maple sugar is produced in considerable
quantities.

Pursuits. Agriculture. The people are for the most part
engaged in agricultural pursuits. Some gsain is raised, and
considerable attention paid to the products of the dairy. .
. Manufactures. The only manufactures of importance are
<hose of lumber and flour. )

Commerce. The products of the county find their way to

*market, by the Susquchanna riv%r, and the Ithaca and Owego
railroad.

StarLe ProbucTions. Oats, corn, potatoes, wheat and butte.r.

Scuoous. This county has 139 district echools, taught in
1846, an average period of eight months each, having 8291

. schalars, and paying their teachers over $9,329. The school
libraries contained, the same year, 12,744 volumes.
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It bas nine private schools, with 294 pupils, and one academy, with 128 stu-

lents.

Reugiovs DenominaTions.  Methodists, Baptists, Congre-
gationalists, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians. The entire
number ofWhurches is thirty-two, of clergyman, forty-two.

History. Tioga county wastaken from Montgomery county
in 1694. Its name signifies 4 point or promontory in the river,
a junction of waters. It was the Scheca name for the Chemung
river,

The towns of Richford, Berkshire and Newark were part of
the tract known as the ‘ Massachusetts ten townships,” which
were ceded to that state by New York.

Barton, Tioga, Owego, and Nichols, were granted by the
state to military claimants. Considerable portions of these
townships were sold at eighteen cents per acre.

The count% was gestled by emigrants from New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Cor 'ecticut, New York, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania. The first settlement was made in 1785, at
Owego, by James McMaster and William Taylor, who cleared,
tht first season, ten or fifteen acres, and raiscd a crop of corn
from the same land.

A few years after its first settlement, there was a great fam-
ine in this section of country. It eccurred just before harvest-
ing, and for six weeks the inhabitunts were without bread of'
any kind. Meanwhile they sulsisted principally upon roots,
and though they became very much emaciated and fecble, none
died of hunger. It was occasioned by the arrival of a greater
number of settlers than usual, and a scarcity in Wyoming that
season. Famine is at present little dreaded in this region.

ViLLaces. Oweco VILLAGE, in the town of Owego, is pleas-
antly situated on the north side of the Susquehanna, and is the
county town. It was commenced in 1785, and laid out into
lots in 1794 or 1795. It is advantageously situated for trade,
has a large water power, and by means of the Ithaca and Owe-
go railroad, and the Susquehanna river, a ready access to
market.

Besides the court house, jail, and county clerk’s office, it has
four churches, an incorporated academy, and a number of stores
and manufactories. A bridge a fourth of & mile in length
crosses the Susquehanna at this place.

This village takes its name from the Owego creek, which
empties into the Susquehanna near it. Population 2500.

Rushville or Nichols Village, in the town of Nichols, Can-
dor, Newark, Richfieid, and Spencer, in the towns of the same
names are all thriving villages. .



XXII. SCHOHARIE COUNTY.

Square miles, 621. Population, 32,488
Organized, 1795, Valuation in 1843, $1,804,165.

TOWNS.

" *1. Schoharie, 1798, 8. Carlisle, 1807.
2. Blenheim, 1797. 9. Summit, 1819.

« 3. Broome, 1797. 10. Fulton, 1828.
4. Cobleskill, 1797. 11. Conesville, 1836.
5. Middleburgh, 1797. 12. Seward, 1840.

, G- Sharon, 1797. 13. Wright, 1846.
7. Jefferson, 1803. 14. Esperance, 1846.

.+ Mountains, m. Kaatsbergs.
Rbvers, &c. AA. Schoharie Creek. c. Cobleskill. f. Foxes Creek,
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Lakes, &c. e. The Vly. .
Battle Fields. Cobleskill. Middleburgh.
Villages. Scronamrie. Esperance.

Bounparieg. North by Montgomery and Schenectady ; East
by Schencetady and Albany ; South by Delaware and Greenc,’
and West by Delaware and Otscgo counties.

Surrace. Mountainous. The county is divided into two un-
equal sections by the Schoharie kill or creek. The main brahch -
of the Kaatsbergs or Catskill mountains cross the south part of
the county, through Broome, Blenhcim, Jefferson, and Summit,
to the line of Otsego county, broken through, howevcr, by t.he
Schoharic creck.

A spur from the same range”passes northward, through
Broome, Middlebugeh, and Schoharie, into Schenectady and
Montgomery counties. This spur is called the Middlcherg,
from its position betweén the Helderbergs and the main range
of the Kaatsbergs. :

The mountains west of Schoharie creek maintain an eleva-
tionpf (rom 2000 to 2600 fecet. The Middleberg is 1700 feet,
high, at its most elevated portion, in the south part of the
county, but declines gradually towards the east, till it mingles
with the Helderbergs.

Rivers aNp Creexs. The Schoharic creek with its tribu-
taries, the Cobleskill, Foxes and Breakabeen creeks, are the
principal streams in the county.

Bowman’s creck, and the Catskill and Charlotte rivers, also
take their rise in this county.

In the town of Middleburgh is a large marsh, called the Vlaic

or Vly, which is the source e Catskill.
CriMaTe. From the ele of its surface, the climate of

Schoharie county is cold, but healthful.

Georogy AND M:NeraLs. The rocks of this county are tran-
gition, consisting of slate, graywacke, and limestone. The lat-
ter, however, predominates, and is generally the surfice rock
of the county. Portions of the Heldcrberg series, and the Erie
and Catskill groups occupy the county. The last two are con-
fined to the southern part.

Water limestone is found in great abundance in the northern and central por-
tions of the county.

On the west side of Schoharie creek, in the town of Sclioharie, are found beds
of ive stronti; of ext dmary beauty. It was regarded by the mhahi-
tants as marble for many years. Arragonite, heavy spar, and calcareous BpiLr, are
also found in the water me formation. Portions of the water hmestone have been
excavated for lithographic stones, and are said to be equal 1n guality to the German.

Fine specimens of fibrous sulphate of barytes and carbonate of li.ne are found
in Carlisle, and fibrous celestine, and crystallized iron pyrites, in Schoharie. Bug
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1ron ore occurs i the same vicinity. Calcareous tufa abounds on the side of the
mountauns.  Anhydrous sulphate of hme has been discovered 1n Sharon.

Gebhard’s cavern, or Ball's cave, in the town of Schoharie
apartments ahounding 1n stalictites and stalagmites nf great beauty ; some of the
apartments are large and maguificent.

Otsgaragee cavern, in the sanc town, has us large apar ts, lughly
decorated with spars and stalactites  There arc other caves in the vicinity, of
less extent.

There are several sulphur sprmgﬂ those ‘at Sharon have attained considerable
notoncty

* SoiL aANp VeeeTasLe Provuctions. The flats in the valloy
of SchohArie c-eek. are among the most fertile lands in the
state. The county generally is fer.ile, and some sections are
adapted to wheat ; some portion of the southern towns is ster-
ile and candy.

The timber coasists of o.1k maple, ¢lm, linden, ash, poplar,
hickory, walnut, white pine, and hemlock: The two latter
prevail i1 the bouthern part of the county.

Porsurrs.  Aericulture is the employ- %ent of a majority of
the inhabitants. Qalts, rye, barley, wheat, corn, buckwheat,
peas, potatoes. and flax, are raised in large quantities, and
putter and wool produced to a very considerable extent. =

Manufactures wencrally have not attained any great impor-
tance. The facilities afforded by the hemlock forests, have led
to the extensive tanning of leather. The quantity prepared in
the couuty, in 1845, exceeded in value $400,000. Flour and
fumber are also manufuctured to some extent.

The county has no commerce and no mines.

The StarLe ProbucTtions are oats, rye, burley, wheat, corn,
peas, butter, and wool.

ScnooLs. There are in the county, 184 school-houses. In
1846, schools were taught, on an average, nine months; 11,043
children received instruction, at an expense for tuition of $13,726.
The district libraries contained 17,985 volumes.

'There were also in the county, twenty-five private sch{mls. with 334 scholars,
and two academies with mnety four pupis.

ReLicious DeNominaTions. Methodists, Baptists, Luthera.ns,
Dutch Reformed, Presbyterians, Unitariane, and Universalists.
. Number of churches fifty-eight, of clergymen fifty-six.

Hievory. The first white settlcments in this county were

. made in the spring of 1711.

The benevolent Queen Anue formed the design of’ establish-
ing a colony of Germans, the familics of' Germau soldiers who
had served in the English wars, in her transatlantic posses-
sions. She accordingly sent them over to New York, and
thence to Albany, and permitted them to sclect for themselves,
frém the unoccupicq lands of New York, a tract suited to their
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tastes. They delected the valley of the Schoharie, and the
Queen’s agent accordingly purchased for them, about 20,000
acres of fertile land, along that creck.

Industrious and frug:ti, these hardy settlers soo 1 acquired a
competence, and perhaps in no part of the stat , t the com-
mencement of the troubles whuh preceded the Revolution,
could there have been found a ‘more peaceful and ha) py settle-
ment. Highly cultivated ﬁrms, and substantial dwellings greet-
ed the eye of the traveller in every direction.

But in those exciting times, differences of opinio prevailed,
and when the conflict came on, the citizens of Schohuire county
were found arrayed in hostility against each other, and, oft
times, members of the same family met in deadly strife.

The patriots of Schoharie county seemed, in an especial man-
ner, to have excitéd the hostility of the enemy. Again and
again did the maraudipg hordes of tories und Indians, under
the command of Sir John Johnson, Brunt, and the infumous
‘Walter Butler, descend upon the farms of the hapless citizens,
murdering and scalping all whom they met, without régard to
age or scx, plundering and burning their dwellings, and making
that fertile and beautiful valley a desolate and gloomy waste.

On the Ist of June, 1778, a bloody conflict took place at Cob-
leskill, in which about fifty whites, regular troops and militia,
contended with a force of 350 Indians, under the command of
Brant, until twenty-two of their number were killed, .u d cight
or ten more severely wounded.

A short distance from Middlebureh village are still visible the
remains of the old Middle Fort, which was quite noted in the
annals of the border wars in this county. On the 17th of Octo-
ber, 1780, it was attacked by Sir John Johnson with a force of
800 tories and Indians.

The garriron of the fort consisted of about two hundred con-
tinental troops, and between one and two hundred militia.
Their supply of ammunition was scanty, and the commander of
the fort, Major Woolsey, entirely unfitted for his station. .

The garricon, however, determined to defend the fort to the
last, and when Mujor Woolscy proposed to surrender, th(-y op-
poscd it, and as he . as so much overcome with fear as to be a
sub]cct ol derision to the garrison, Colonel Vrooman, a militia
officer in the fort, took the (,ommnnd

After continuing the attack throngh the greater part of the
day, without effect, Sir John withdrew down the valley of the
Schoharie, burning all the houscs and other buildings in his
voute. In this action the loss of the Dritish was hehvy, while
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that of the garrison was but four wounded, two' of whom after-
ward died.

There were two other forts in Schoharie county, the Upper,
five miles southeast from the middle, on-the Schoharie creek, in
]t]he town of Fulton ; and the Lower, near the village of Scho-

arie.

Many other incidents connected with these incursions are
deeply interesting, but pertaining only to individual conflicts,
must necessarily be omitted.

Jlutlce.‘ however, requires that we should notice, in passing, the brave and
fearleu Schoharie rifleman, Tllnothy Muiphy, whose services to the cause of

were , and dered with a cheerfulness and devotion worthy
of all praise. Such was his skill 1n the use of s rifle, that the foemun who
came within its range, was always sore to *“bite the dust.”

After the Revolution, quiet was rcstored, and the beautiful
valley of' the Schoharie was soon again lined with farms and
dwellings, which indicated the thrift ard competency of their
owners.

The German language is still spoken by many of the oMer in-
habitants, but their children receive an English educatnon.

ViLLAGEs, &c. ScHOHARIE, in the ‘fown of the same name, is
a small village situated in the midst of a region rich in mine-
rals. Its public buildings are neat and substantial. Population
about 500,

Esperance, the only incorporated village in the county, is in
the town of the same name. 1t has some manufactures. Pop-
ulation ahout 500.

Sharon Springs, in the town of Sharon, and near the boun-
dary line of Schoharie, Otsego. and Montgomery counties, has
recently become a place of fashionable resort. The sulphur wa-
ters are said strongly to resemble those of the White Sul-
phur springs of Virginia. There is also a chalybeate spring
here. The Pavilion, a fine hotel, was erected in 1836, and
durine the season is usually thronged with visitors.*

* The folowiny is Dr. Chilton’s analysis of the waters of these springs.

'Sulphalr of nagnesin, (Epsom snlu;,) - - - 42.40

lime - - - - 111.62

thondc of sodiuin - - - - - 2.24

i d . hmune;m - - - - - - 2.40
ydrosulphuret of sardium _ - . -

calcium i 228

Total 160.94

Sulphuretted 5\r'dmgen gas, 16 cubic inches.
1



XX1II. STEUBEN COUNTY.

Square Miles, 1400.
Organized, 1796.

Population, 51,679.
Valuation, 1815, $6,172,414.
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TOWNS.
1. Addison, 1796. 17. Tyrone, 1%22.
2. Bath, 1796. 18. Urbana, 1822,
3. Canisteo, 1796. 19. Erwin, 15206.
4. Dansville, 1796. 20. Hornby, 18206,
5. Painted Post, 1796. 21. Jasper, 1827.
6. Wayne, 1796. 22, Greenwood, 1827,
7. Reading, 1806. 23 Woodhull, 1823,
8. Pulteney, 1808. 24. Campbell, 1831,
9. Troupsburg, 18US. 25. Bradford, 1537,
10. Conhocton, 1812, 2. Lindley, 1537.
11. Howard, 1512. 27. Caton, 1537.
12, Orange, 1813. 28. Avoca, 1843.
13. Prattsburgh, 1813. 29. Hartsville, 1813,
14. Hornellsville, 1820. 30. Thurston, 1843.
15. Wheeler, 1820. 31. West Union, 1843,
16. Cameron, 1822.
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Rivers, O, Chemung river. a. Canisteo. b. Conhocton. c. Ben-
.nett’s creek. d. Tuscarora. j. Mud. k. Five Mile. 1. Twelve
Mule. q. Cowanesqua r. Canascraga. s. Tioga river.

Lakes. BB. Seneca. m. Crooked. n. Little. o. Mud. p. Loon.

Villages. Batu. Corning. Painted Posf. Hammondsport. Hor-
nellsville,

Bounparies. North by Livindston, Outario and Yates coun-

ties; East by Seneca laké and Chemung county ; South by the

"State of Pennsylvania; und West by Livingston and Allegany
counties.

Surrace. This county belongs to the great table land, which
extends through the southern tier of counties ; owing, however,
to the perishable character of the rocks on which it is based,
the rivers have worn deep valleys, whose precipitous banks,
frequently 100 or 500 feet in height, give it a greatly diversified
surface. The general clevation of the table land is about 1500
feet ubove tide water. An irregular ridge on the west sepa-
rates the waters of the Susquchanna from thosc of Genesee
river.

Rivers. The principal stream of the county is the Chenfing,
formed by the union of the Tioga, the Canisteo, and the Con-

* hocton. The name of the river means *“ a horn in the water,”
and is said to be derived from an iimmense horn or tusk which
protruded from the bank of the river many yearssince. These
streams arc navigable during the freshet season. Their prin-
cipal tributarics are Bennett’s and Tuscarora creeks, of the
Canisteo ; and Mud, Five Mile and Tweclve Mile creeks, of
the Conhocton. The only other streams of any size are the
Canascraga and Cowanesqua.

Liakes. Sencca lake forms the eastern boundary of the
county for about eight miles. Crooked lake extendsinto it from
Yates for aboyt the same distance. Little, Mud and Loon are
the names of the other lakes. The latter 11&8 a subterranean
outlet halt'a mile long. .

‘RaiLroaps. The Corning and Bloasburg railroad entering
the county from the south, terminates at Corning, which is sit-
uated at the head of the navigable feeder of the Chemung ca-
nal. The New York and Erie railroad will pass through this
county.

Cummate. The surface is so much clevated that the winters
are gencrally cold and severe, and the seasons backward. The
‘county, however, is generally healthy.

GeoLoGy ANp Mineraws. The surface rock of this county,
%> the depth of nearly 1000 feet, is the Chemung group of sand-
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stones and shaldés. It has some beds of bog iron ore,and several
sulphur springs. '

Soil. AND VEGETABLE Pronucrions. Most of the soil is pro-
ductive. The uplands sre well adapted to grazing. The allu-
vial flats of the C‘hemung river ¢ mprise the richest lands in
the county, and are said to exceed those of the Mohawk in fer-
tility.

The county north of the Conhocton river, and east of Five
Mile creek, is covered chiefly with oak, chesnut, hickory, black
walnat, yellow and white pine timber; between the Canisteo
and Conhocton, beech, maple, white pine, and hemlock, are the
prevailing forest trees, except a narrow tract on the Canisteo,
where oak prevails. South of the Canistco, beech, maple,
white pine, and hemlock, are predominant. The oak and yel-
low pine lands produce excellent wheat; the other lands are
better adapted to grass.

Pursvits Agricultire is the chief pursuit. Grain is largely
produced on the alluvial lands. Great numbers of cattle and
sheep are raised on the table lands. The lumber business is
an igaportant branch of industry.

ﬂ’gnufactures arc increasing in importance. Lumber is
largely manufactured in the southern part of the county. Iflour,
leather, and fulled cloths, are also produced in considerable
quantities.

The Commerce of the county, by means of the spring naviga-
tion of the rivers, the navigable feeder of the Chemung canal,
and the facilities afforded by the Corning and Blossburg railroad,
is quite large and increasing.

StarLe Probucrions. Wheat, oats, corn, potatoes, butter,
wool, and lumber.

Scroors. In this county there were, in 1846, 326 district
schoolhouses, in which schools were maintained an average
period of seven months. The number of scholars in attendance
wae 19,771, ard th€ sum expended for their tuition $20,918.
The district libraries contained 30,125 volumes.

There were also twenty-four privaté®schools, with 626 pupils, and one acade-
my and one female semmary, with 148 students.

_Rewuciovs DENomiN ATIONs.  Methodists, Preshyterians, Bap-
tists, Episcopalians, Universalists, Unitarians, and Rezan
Catholics. Thereare seventy-five churches, and 114 clergymen
of all denominations, in the county.

Hisrory. This county is indebted to the enterprsie and
ergy of Mr. Charles Williamson, the agent of rt)he Pulte o
estate, for its early settlement and rapid growth. Finding emi-
grants unwilling to settle upon the elevated lands of this county
while the more alluring flats of the Genesee remained in mar-
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ket, he refolved himself to set the example of emigration to
this section.  Accordingly, in 1792, with two companions, he
cut his way through the forests, and located at Bath. In 1795,
the populition in the vicinity had increased so rapidly, that Mr.
Williameon established a theatre at his new settlement. The
succeeding year, the county was organized, and named after
Earon Steuben, the Prussian General. Thesame year a news-
paper was established at Bath, and called the Bath Gazette.
The population of the county at this time was about 800. The
whole county, except the town of Reading, belonged to the Pul-
teney estate. The emigrants were mostly from Pennsylvania,
except in the town of Prattsburgh, which was settled by New
Englanders.

In the present town of Krwin, formerly stood the Painted
Post, so famous in our early Indian annals, erected by an In-
dian chief, (probably during the first French war,) to com-
memoratc his victory over the whites, ©nd the number of scalps
and prisoncrs, he had taken.

ViLLaces. Barh, the county seat, was laid out by Mr. Wil-
liamson in 1792. It is on the north bank of the Conhoctoy, has
regular and parallel strcets and two public squares, and s re-
garded as one of the most pleasant villages of western New
York. Here is a flourishing female seminary. Population 1500.

Corning, situated on the south ride of the Chemung river in
the town of Painted Post, is admirably located for trade, being
at the junction of the Corning and Blossburg railroad, with the
navigable feeder of the Chemung canal, and also on the pro-
posed route of the New York and Erie railroad. Its coal trade
is already very great, and its growth has been rapid. Popula-
tion 1200.

Hammondsport, situated at the southern termination of
Crooked lake in the town of Urbana, is a thriving village. A
steamboat plics between this place and Penn Yan. It has also
a communication with New York, by means of the Crooked
and Seneca Jakes, Cayuga, Seneca, and Erie canals. Popu-
lation 1000.

Painted Post, in the town of Erwin, is a flourishing village
at the junction of the Conhocton and Tioga rivers. It has a
large amount of hydraulic power, which is in part applied to
manufacturing purposes. The painted post above described,
is in this village. Population 600.

Hornellsville is a village of considerable importance, situated
on the Canisteo in the town of the same name.



XXIV. DELAWARE COUNTY.

Square miles, 1362. Population, 36,990.
Orgamized, 1797. . Valuation, 1845, $3,478,012.
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TOWNS, .
1. Harpersfield, 1788. 10. Meredith, 1500,
2. Middletown, 1789. 11. Sidney, 1501.
3: Colchester, 1792. &o Tompkins, 1806.
4. Stamford, 17y2. 13. Hancock, 1806.
5. Franklin, 1792. 14. Masonville, 1811,
6. Walton, 1797. 15. Davenport, 1817.
7. Delhi, 1798, 16. Andes, 1819,
8. Roxbury, 1799. 17»Bovina, 1520,
9. Kortright, 1793. 18. Hampden, 1825.

Mountains. h. Blue. m. Kaatsberg., u. Pine.

Rivers. G. Susquehanna. H. Delaware. a. Mohawks or West -
Branch Delaware. i. Little Delaware river. j. Papachton Branch.
k. Big Beaver kill. q. Oleout creck. r. Charlotte river.

Villages. Derur. Franklin. Hobart. Deposit. Walton.
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Bounpagies. North by Oteego and Schoharic; East by
Schoharie and Greene ; South by Uleter and Sullivan, and the
state of Pennsylvania ; and West by Pennsylvania, Broome and
Chenango counties. .

Surrace. Delaware county has three distinct ranges of
mountains passing through it from southwest to northeast, ren-
dering its surface very rough and broken. The southeast ridge
is a continuation of a range of the Kaatsbergs. The second
ridge runs between the Papachton and the Mohawk branch of
the Delaware river; while the third, from twelve to eighteen
miles in width, is bounded by the Charlotte river and the Sus-
quehanna. The two latter are collectively known as the Blue
mountains. A part of the eastern ridge has received the name
of the Pine mountains. Thesurface of the summits and sides
of the hills are extremely irregular, and broken by numerous
streams, "

Rivers. The Mohawks, or main branch of the Delaware, has
its source in Schoharie county, running thence in a southwest-
erly direction nearly 76 miles, through the center of the coun-
ty, to Port Deporit, where it takes a southeasterly coursc,_and
forins the boundary line between New York and Pennsylvania.
1ts principal tributaries arc the Little Delaware and the Papach-
ton branch; the latter is sixty-five miles long and reccives the
Big Beaver kill. The Charlotte and Susquehanna form portions
of the northern boundary.

Rriroanps. The New York and Erie railroad is in process
of construction, through the southeast corner of the county.

CrLiMATE. The climate of this county is subject to sudden
and extreme changes of temperature, yet it is not unfriendly to
health. The cold is severe in winter.

GroLoGcy AND MiNeraLoGY. The surfice rock of this county
is the old red ~andstone of the Catskill group underlaid by the
shales and ~andstone of the Portage and Chemung group.

Its minerals are few.  Bog iron ore has been discovered in consderable beds ;
copper extensively diffused, but in small quantities. There are several muncral
springs, and a brine spring near Delhi.

*VecerasLe Proouctions. The soil is as varied as the sur-
face, but generally of a good quality. On the hills it is a sandy
loam, and in rome placesstoney. In the valleys is a rich deep
mould, and of lasting fertility. 1t is better adapted to grass
than the raising of grain.®The ty is densely timbered
with beech, birch, maple, ash, elm, basswood, pine, wild
cherry, butternut, hemlock, and small quantities of oak.

- “Pursurrs. Agriculture chiefly cngages the attention of the
people of this county; considerable quantities of grain are
produced; and it is exceeded by few counties in the number of
cattle reared. Tt s second only to Oneida in the manufacture
of butter.
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Manufactures. The water-power of this county is abun-
dant, but little improved. Its principal manufactured articles
are leather, flour, lumber, and fulled cloths. The lumber is
floated to market on the Delaware and Susquehanna rivers.

The Comm-rce of the county is not large, its rivers being
only navigable in the spring.

S'rarLe Propcetions. Butter and cheese, oats, potatoes,
rye, wool, and lumber. Increased facilitics for conveying them
to market will be afforded by the railroad now constructing.

Scuoous. In 1846, there were 288 public schools in session,
on an average, seven months each, expending for tuition
$%14,012, and numbering 12,501 pupils. The district libraries
contained 24,027 volumes. .

‘There are twenty-three uni P d private schools, attended by 342 schol-
ars, and two mcorporated academies with 124 students.

ReLcious DENomiNaTIONs. Methodists, Presbyterians, Con-
gregationalists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Dutch Reformed, and
Unitarians. The whole number of churches, is fifty-eight, of
clergymen seventy-seven.

R:srory. The county, west of the Mohawks branch, was ori-
ginally held by several proprietors, but east of that river was
comprised in the Hardenburgh patent. In 1768, William, John,
Alexander, and Joseph Harper, with cightcen others, obtained
a patent for 22,000 acres of land within its limjts. The Har-
pers soon after moved from Cherry Valley, and founded the set-
tlement of Harpersfield.

In the spring of 1780, a party of Indians and torics under the
command of Brant, destroyed this settlement. Most of the in-
habitants had previously fled, a few only remained to make su-
gar. Several of these were killed, and ninetcen made prison-
ers and carried to Niagara. After the war the place was re-
built, and Colonel John Harper, who had distinguished himself
by his bravery and humanity during the war, spent the remain-
der of his days there.

‘ViLLages. DELmn village is the county seat, and contains, be-
sides the county buildings, two churches, an academy, and a
number of manufactories. Population 800.

Franklin is the seat of the Delaware Institute, incorporated
April 25, 1835. Population 700.

Hobart, in the town of Stamfong, is a village of some impor-
tance. It has some m: actories.

Deposit, in the town of Tompkins, is a great lumber mart.
Much of the lumber which is floated down the Delaware dpr-
ing the spring freshets is deposited here. It is on the proposed
route of the New York and Erie railroad. Populaticn 600.

Walton, in the town of the same name, ie a small but thriv-
ing village on the Delaware.




“ XXV.CHENANGO COUNTY.

Square miles, 804. Population, 39.900.
Organized, 1798, Valuation, 1845, $4,133,256.

TOWNS.
1. Bainbridge, 1791. 4. Greene, 1798,
9 Norwich, 1793, 5. Columbus, 1805,

3. Oxford, 1793, 6. Coventry, 1806,
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7. German, 1806. 14. Smyrna, 1808, -
8. Pharsalia, 1805. 15. Guilford, 1813,

9. Plymouth, 1806. 16. McDonough, 1816.
10. Preston, 1806. - 17. Otselic, 1817,

11. Sherburne, 1506. 18. Linklaem, 1523.
12, Smithville, 1506. 19. Pitcher, 1527,

13. New Berlin, 1817. .
Rivers. 11 Uvadilla river. CC. Chepango. G. Susquehanna.

h. Otselic. a. Geneganslette creek. e. Canasawacta.
Villuges. Norwicu. Oxford. Sherburne.

Bouxparms. North by Madison county ; Eastby Otsego and
Delaware; South by Broome ; and West by Broome and Cort-
land counties. .

Suvarace. This county is comprised in the extensive table
land, which occupies so large a portion of southern und western
New York. The force and velocity of its principal streams,
however, have cut deep and broad channels through the rocks,
and thus formed wide and beautiful alluvial valleys, giving the
county an apparently diversificd surface. The table land he-
tweéh the Unadilla and Chenango rivers is 1630 fect above tide
water.

Rivers. The Chenango, a beautiful streamn, and its tributa-
ries, the principal of which are the Geneganslette and Canasa-
wacta, drain the central portion of the county. The Unadilla
washes its eastern border, while the Susquchanna crosses its
southeastern, and the Otsclic its northwestern corner.

Canats. The Chenango Canal passes through the county
in the broad valley of the Chenango river, furnishiug a conven-
ient outlet for its abundant produce.

CrimaTe. Mild, healthful, and pleasant.

Georogy AND MiNeraLs. The western part of this county
belongs to the Chemung sandstone group; the eastern part to
the old red sandstone of the Catskill group, and a small tract at
the north to the limestone of the Helderberg scries.

There are few minerals in the county, the geological formations not being

favorable to their producuon. There are two or three sulphur springs which
have some reputation 1n the treatment of cutancous diseases.

Soi. anp Vecerasie Proouverions. The soil on the table
lands is admirably adapted to grazing; in the alluvial valleys it
is a rich, gravelly loam, yiglding aBundant crops of grain.  The
principal forest trees are beech, maple, basswood, elm, butter-
nut, black cherry, andin the south, hemlock and pine. .

Pursuirs. Agriculture is the leading pursuit.  Great atten-
tion is paid to the rearing of cattle, horses and sheep. DButter
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and cheese are largely produced, particularly i the southern
towns. The county ranks among the first in the state in the
production of butter, chcese, wool and flax.

Manufuctures are receiving increasing attention. At pres-
ent, however, the most important are those of flour, lumber,
leather, fulled cloths, and cotton and woollen goods.

The commerce of the county, through the med.um of the
Chenango canal, and the Susquehanna river, is large and con-
stantly increasing.

S-tapLe Probuctions.  Butter, cheese, wool, flax and oats.

ScuooLs. In 1816, there were in the county 287 district
school-houses, in which schools were maintained an average
period of'seven months, at an expense for tuition of $16,283 ;
14,750 scholars attended these schools. The district libraries
contained 26,598 volumes.

There were also thirty-five select schools, attended by G58 pupils, and four
incorporated lemies, with 416 i

Reucrovs DeENomiNaTiONs. Baptists, Methodists, Congre-
gationalists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Universalists, and
Friends. The entire number of churches, is eighty-three; of
clergymen, ninety-four.

History. Chenango was formed from the counties of Tioga
and Herkimer, in 1798. The first settlement was made in Ox-
ford, in 1790; another was made at Bainbridge, in 1791. The
latter township was granted by the state of New York, to Ver-
mont, as 4 compensation for losses of individuals who had suffer-
ed on account of grants made by the state of Vermont, before
the settlement ot her difficulties with New York. Most of the
carly settlers of the county were from New England, and a
majority of them from Connecticut.

The first settlers in the village of Greene, werca party of
French emigrants, some of whom were men of distinction in
their own country, After some years, howaver, owing to pecu-
ninry difliculties, they became discouraged, and removed to
Pennsylvania. An academy was cstablished and incorporated
at Oxford, in 1794, The town of Sherburne was settled by a
party of twenty families, from Connecticut, who organized

_ themselves into a church before emigrating. They arrived at
their location on Thursday, and by the succeeding Sabbath had
erected a log meeting-house, in which they met for worship,
and it is said that not a Subbath hassince passed withoat divine
service.

‘AntiquiTies. In the town of Greene is a remarkable mound,
which, before it was disturbed by the plough or spade, was
ubout seven feet high, and nearly forty feet in diameter. It
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contained human bones, flint arrow-heads, and utensils of the
natives ; and was probably the place where the slain of somwe
snntrmmry battle had been entombed. In Oxford, are the re-
mains of a fort, about threc-fourths of an acre in extent. Trees
of'more than 200 years’ growth were standing on this fort when
it was first discovered. Ite position was admirably calculated
for defence.  'When or by whom it was erccted is unknown.
T'he Indian traditions on this subject are by no means definite.

Vi.Laces. Norwick, in the town of the same nume, is the
seat of justice for the county. It is pleasantly situated ona
neck of land formed by the Canasawacta creek and the river.
It is surrounded by a rich agricultural district, whose produce
finds here a ready market. The {Chenango canal connccts it
with Utica and Binghamton. It has a considerable number of
manufactories. Here is a flourishing academy, and a female
seminary. Population, 1600.

Ouxford, in the town of the same name, is situiated on both
sides of the Chenango. It is in the midst of a fine agricultural
country, and has considerable trade. The academy here is an
old und flourishing onc, founded in 1794. Population, 1300.

Sherburne, in the town of theilsame name, is a pleas: nt incor-
porated village, on the line of the canal. It has a chartered
academy, and considerable trade. Population, 700.

Greene, in the town of the same name is a flouriehing village,
situated on the Chenango river and Canal. 1t has considerable
manufactures. Popula.non, 800.

New Berlinand Bainbridge, in the towns of the same names,
are thriving and important villages.

Smithville and Sinyrna, are also villages of some importance,



XXVI. ROCKLAND COUNTY.

Square miles, 172, Popylation, 13,741.
Organised, 1794, Valuation, 1845, §2,424,553.

TOWNS.
1. Haverstraw, 1788. 3. Clarkstown, 1791.
2. Orangetown, 1788, 4. Ramapo, 1791.
Mountains. T. Matteawan, d. Closter. e. Nyack Hills. f. Dun-

derberg.
Rivers. C. Hudson. c¢. Hackensack. a. Ramapo, Saddle.
Forts. Stony Point.
" Villages. New Citv. Haverstraw, Piermont.
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Bounpanies. - North by Orange county; East«by Huadeon
river ; South by New Jerscy; and West by New Jersey and
Orange county.

Surrace. The surface of this county is very much broken,
rising in the west and north-west into the Highlands, or Mat-
teawanridge. The Closter mountain, or Palisade range, entera
from Bergen, New Jersey, and receding on the west, forms the
Nyack Hills. The summits of some bf these rise to the height
of 1000 fect. Between thes® hills and the Highlands, is a valley
formed by the Saddle river. Dunderberg and Caldwelt moun-
tains, are in the north part, opposite Pcekskill.

Rivers. Rockland county sends forth the Hackensack river
and its branches, draining the Nyack valley, and Saddle river,
a tributary of the Passaic. The Ramapo, also a tributary of’
the Passaic, crosses-the county in the town of Ramapo.

CGuimaTe. The climate of this county is healthy ; agreeable
in summer, but cold in’winter.

MineraLs AND Grorogy. The Nyack Hills belong to the
Catskill group, being based on red sandstone and' capped
withy greenstone. The Palisades are composed entirely of trap
rock. The Matteawan range is primitive ; granite, gneiss, mica,
feldspar, hornblende, &c. are its principal constituents. South
of the Highlands, the whole country is underlaid with red sand-
stone, supposed by some of the Geologists to be the new red
sandstone.

Limestone is abundant in the valleys, and magnetic jron orc in the hills. The
other principal minerals are calcareous spar, serpentine, actinohte, zinc ore,
green and red copper ores, datholite, stilbifgy asbestus, Prehnite, Thompsonite, &c.

VeaeTaBLe ProbucTioNns. Nﬁﬁrithstaﬂdiﬂg the roughness
of the surface, the soil is rich and highly cultivated, amply re-
warding the labor of the husbandman. This county is well
adapted to the culture of both grass and grains.

Pursurrs. Agricylture is the leading pursuit, particularly in
the more fertile valleys.

Manufactures arc also carried on to some extent. Iron wire,
nails, sheet iron, and lead, cotton and woollen fabrics are the
principal articles.

CommERrcE. Some shipping is owned on the Hudson, by the
inhabitants of the county, of whom a considerable number are
engaged in commercial pursuits. lce is exteneively exported
to New York from this county.

SrapLe ProoucTions. These are corn, potatoes, oats, buck-
wheat, rye, and ice.

Scuoors. In this county, there were in 1846, thirty-nine com-
mon schools, averaging nine months’ instruction each,'at an ex:
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pense of about $7271, and having 2501 pupils. The district
libraries numbered 6418 volumes.

There are eight private schools, bering 149 schol

ReLicious DENnoMINATIONS.  Methodists, Dutch Reformed,
Presbyterians, Baptists and Fricnds. The number of churches,
of all denominations, is thirty-two ; of ministers, twenty.

History. This county origidally belonged to Orange, and
many of the early settléments were made within its limits.

* Orangetown was originally the county seat, before its division,
and remained so till 1737, when Goshen, now in Orange county,
was made a half shire town. In 1774, the court-house and jail
in Orangetown being burned, the county seat was removed to
New City. During the revolution, this little county was the
scene of many thrilling events.

Qn the 27th of Scptember, 1778, Colonel Baylor, the com-
mander ofa troop of cavalry, had crossed the Hackensack with
his regiment, and taken post at Tappan; on the night of the
28th, they were surprised by a British force, under Gencral
Gray, who attacked them in a barn, where they had their quar-
ters, and sixty-seven out of one hundred and four privates were
butchered. The orders of the British guard were to give no

. quartet ; about forty were made prisoners through the human-
ity of onc of the British captains. Afler the capture of’ Forts
Montgomery and Clinton, (the latter of which was in the limits
of this county, ) by Sir Henry Clinton, in 1777, General Wash-
ington directed a fortification to be built at Stoney Point, a com-
manding promontory on the Hudson, and another at Verplank’s
Point, opposite the former, sigthe east bank of the Hudson ;—
the latter was first complrted, and both were garrisoned by the

Amecricans.

In May, 1779, Sir Henry Clinton ascended the river ; the for-
tress at Stoney Point heing unfinished, the garrison abandoned
it at his approach, and the garrison at Verpjank’s Point, or Fort
Fayette, as it was called, being surrounded by a superior foree,
were compelled to surrender.  Sir Henry immediately causéd
both forts to be strongly fortified, and manned them with efficient
garrisons. General Washington determined to recover them,
and accordingly despatched General Wayne, with a sufficient
corps of light infantry, on the fifteenth of July, to storm the fortress
at Stoney Point. The hill on which the fortress was erected,
extends into the Hudson, and is surrounded by it on three sides.
The other side was a deep morass, passable only at one point,
ad this enfiladed by the batterics of thefort. A passage to the
fortress was also practicable at low water, along the beach, but
this too was commanded by the guns of the fort.
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Notwithstanding these obetacles, Wayne and hi§ brave aseo-
ciates commenced the attack a little after nightfall of the six-
teenth of July, with unloadc] muskets and fixed bayonets, and
notwithstanding the terrible fire of the enemy, the two columns
which had taken the two routes above described, met in the
centre of the fort. The Britjsh garrison was captured with a
loss to the Americans of filteen killed and eighty-three wound-
ed,and to the British of sixty-threc killed, and 543 taken pris-
oners, beside military stores to the value of nearly $160,000.

The subsequent attack upon Fort Fayette on Verplank’s Point,
was unsuccessful, and on this account a larger force than could
be epared from the American army, being required to defend
Stoney Po , it was abandoned, und soon after occupied by
Sir Henry Clinton, who retained it during a considerable period.

In 1780, the triak and imprisonment of Andre tookplace in the
village of Nyack, in this county. He was tried in the old Dutch
church, since torn down, and confined in the ancient stone man-
sion adjacent. His execut  took place at a distance of ubout a
quarter of a mile from the village, not far from the New Jerscy
line. He was buried near the place of his execution. In 1831,
his remains were disinterred, by order of the Duke of York, un-
der the superintendence of Mr. Buchanan, the English consul
at New York, and transmitted to England.

Dobbs’ Ferry, in this county, was also a place of considerable
importance during the revolution. Washington’s head quarters
were for a time near this hamlet.

New City, in the town of Clarkstown, contains the court-
house, jail, and county offices. ¢ is a mere hamlet.

Piermont, on the Hudson, in the town of Orangetown, is a
village of recent growth, and is principally distinguished -+ the
eastern terminus of the New Yorkand Erie railroad. This route
of travel is connccted with the city of New York by a regular
line of steamboate.. A larger amount of milk:is probably sent
to New York from this port than from any other on the river.
The steamboat pier is about one mile in length. The Palisades
terminate here in a steep and precipitous bluff. Population, ,
1400.

Haverstraw, in the town of the same name, is a thriving wil-
lage on the river, engaged in the coasting trade with New York.
The fortress of Stoney Point was in the limits of this town.

Nyack, a village in Orangetown, is handsomely situated on
Tappan bay, skirted by the Nyack hills on the west. Its celeb-
rity as the place where Major Andre was executed, has been
before noticed. Population, about 1000.
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Square miles, 1101, Population. #4,776.
Organized, 1798, Vn]umwn..?gl1,807,289

TOWNS.

1. Whitestown, 1788, 6. Floyd, 1796.

2. Steuben, 1789. 7. Rome, 1796.

4. Paris, 1792. 8. Rridgewater, 1797,

4. Westmoreland, 1792. 9. Western, 1797.

;v. Sangersield, 1795. 10. Trenton, 1797.
13-
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11. Augusta, 1798, 19. Vienna, 1807. =~ .
12. Deerfield, 1793. 20. Lee, 1511.

13. Remsen, 1798. 21. Utica, 18117.

14. Camden, 1799. . 22, Marshall, 1519.

15. Vernon,1802. 23. Aunnsville, 1823.

16. Verona, 1802. 24. Kirkland, 1827.

17. Boonville, 1805, 25. New Hartford, 1827.

18. Florence, 1805. 26, Marcy, 1832,

27. Ava, 1846.
Mountains. P. Ilighlands of Black River. i. Ilassencleaver moun-
tains. ’
Rivers and Creeks F'. Mohawk river. a. Black. c. Saghdaquida,
or Sauquoit creck, d. Lansing’s. e. Wood. f. West Canada.

j- Oneida. k. Oriskany. s. Fish. t. West branch of Fish.
Falls. g.'Trenton IFalls, :

Lakes. Z. Oneida. o

Battle Fields. Fort Schuyler. Oriskany Creck.

Forts. FortStanwix. Fort Schuyler.

Colleges. Hamilton College, in Kirkland.

Cities and Villages. Urica. Rome. WurTessoro.  Clinton.
Trenton Falls. Oriskany. Woaterville.

Bounparies. North by Lewis and Oswego counties ; East
by Herkimer; South by Madison and Otsego; and West hy
Madison and Oswego counties.

SuRrace. Oneida county has a diversified surface. The
valley of Oneida Lake extends castward nearly forty miles,
through the centse of the county, and the streams which water
the county so abundantly, flow for the most part, through broad
and beautiful valleys. The Highlands of Black river rise to an
elevation of about 800 fet, in the northeastern part of the coun-
ty, and in the eastern scction the Harsencleaver has an eleva-
tion of 1200 feet. In the southern part, aridge of no great height
givides the waters gf the Mohawk from thosc of the Susque-

anna.

Rivers, &c. The Mohawk and Black rivers, Lansing’s,
Fish, Oriskany, Oneida, Saghdaquida, Wood and West Canada
creeks, are the principal streams. Several of these furnish, by
their rapid descent, valuable hydraulic power.

FaLLs. Trenton Falls, on West Canada creek, are much
celebrated for their picturesque beauty, and the wild and roman-
tic scenery which surrounds them. The whole descent is 312
feet, and this is accomplished by six distinct falle, all within a
distance of two miles. c

Laxes. The Oneida Lake forms part of the western bounda-
ry of the county. Its shores are low and swampy. Its water *
abound with excellent fish.



ONEIDA COUNTY. 279

CaNAL3*(Rp RaiLroaps. The Erie canal passes through the
central portion of the county. In its whole course through this
and the adjacent county of Madison, there arc no locks. The
Oneida Lake canal connects the Erie chnal with Oneida Lake ;
the Chenango canal extends from the Eric canal at Utica, to
Binghamton, in Broome county ; the Black river canal is de-
signed to conner t the Erie canal with Black river.

The Uticaand Schenectady, and Syracuse and Utica railroads
pass t!xrough this county.

CuiMate. The climate is generally mild and quite uniform.
The temperature is about an average of that of the state.

GEeorLocy aAND MINerALS.  From its extent and situation this
county embraces a greater yariety of geological formations than
almost any other in the state The primary system occupies
that portion of the county east of Black river. It consists prin-
cipally of granite, and Black river and Trenton limestone.
Borderiig upon these we find the Uticd slate and the Hudson
river group of shales and sandstone. To these succeed the
Oneida slate, which indeed is found in almost every part of the
county ; the Clinton and Lockport groups of limestone, rich in
fossils ; the Onondaga salt group, consisting here mainly of red
and green shales; the Helderberg limestoncs; the Oriskany
randstone, forming the surface rock of the valleys of the Sagh-
daquida, Oriskany, Skenandoa and Oneida creeks; the Marcel-
lus shales appearing at a few points in the cxtreme southern
part of the county ; and the Hamilton group of limestones.

Argillaceous iron ore, gypsum, water limestone, peat, marl, calcareous spar,

lite, blende, or sulph of zine, and tabular spar, are the principal miner-
als. There are numerous mincral springs, mostly sulphurous, in the county.

SoiL anp VeceTasLE Probuctions. The soil is every where
productive, and in the valleys posscsses extraordinary fertility.
The crops, both ofgrass and grain, are abundant, and the county
ranks among the first in the state, in its pgricultural products.
Hops are very successfully and extensively cultivated. The
timber of the county is principally maple, beech, birch, elm,
back walnut, and basswood, with some oak, hemlock, and pine.
Large quantities of sugar are manufactured from the maple.

Pursuorts. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in-

Nabitants. Nearly equal attentionis paid to the culture of grain

and to the rearing of cattle, horses and sheep. Wheat is not
produced in so large quantities as in some of the more western
counties, but oats, corn, barley, hops and potatoes are largely

‘oultivated. In 1845, nearly four millions of pounds of butter,

and more than three millions of pounds of cheese were made in
the county. The clip of wool was also very large.



280 STATE OF NEW YORK.

Manufactures are also a prominent pursuit, being prosecuted
to a greater extent than in any other county in the state, except
Kings and New York. Cotton and woollen goods arc largely
manufactured. Flour, lumber, distilled liquore, leather and iron
ware, are also produced in very considerable guantities. In
1845, the manufactures of the county amounted to nearly
$4,000,000.

Comanerce. 'The commercial relations of Oncida county are
quite extensive. The Erie canal affords the mecans of trans-
portation for its abundant produce ; the Oneida lake canal opens
a route to Lake Ontario ; the Chenango canal brings the agri-
cultural productions of the southern countics hither, on their
way to tide water ; and the completion of the Bluck river canal
will also add largely to the commerce of the county.

StarLe Proouctioks. Butter, cheese, oats, barley, corn,
hops, potatoes, wool and sugar.

Scuoors. There were in the county in 1846, 399 district
school-houses, in which schools were taught an average period
of eight months cach. 23,735 children reccived instruction, at
an expense for tuition of $29,063. The district libraries con-
tained 23,983 volumes. There were also eighty-seven unin-
corporated select schools, with 912 scholars, ten academies and
four female seminarics, with 624 pupils, and one college with
nine professors and 126 students.

Reucious DeENoMiNaTiONs. Methodists, Baptists, Congre-
gationalists, Preshyterians, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics,
Friends, Universalists, Dutch Reformed and Unitarians. The
total number of churches in 1815, was 160 ; of clergymen, 202.

History. This county was the home of the Oncida Indians,
one of the bravest tribes of the Iroquois. and the only onc which,
during the revolution, maintained friendly relations with the
United States.

During the French evar (in 1758) forts were ereeted at Rome
and,at Utica ; the former was called Fort Stanwix, the latter
Fort Schuyler. Fort Stanwix, on the present site of Rome,
was, from its situation at the portage between Wood ereck and
the Mohawk river, a post of consi:lerable importance, and was
fortificd at an expense of more than $250,000. At the com-
mencement of the revolution, however, it was very much dilap-
idated.

In 1766, Rev. Samuecl Kirkland, a native of Connecticut, and
a graduate of Princeton college, New Jersey, settled among the |
Oneidas, as a missionary. Through his influence they were’ -
restrained from engaging on the side of the British duging the
war of the revolution. " * .
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Mr. Kiglklaad remained among the Indians during the war,
~" was interpreter to the American officers who vigited them, and
officiated as chaplain to the army during Sullivan’s campaign.
Atter the revolution he settled again 1 Oneida county, and the
legislature of the state granted him the township of Kirkland,
as an acknowledgement of his valuable services to the state of
his adoption. .
Judge Dean, the efficient Indian agent during the revolution,
. ‘._'wan alzo an early settler. He was o native of New England,
" “but spent several years of his boyhood among the Oneida In-
dians, by whom he was adopted.  Ile subsequently graduated
at {)urtmouth college, intending to become u missionary to that
tribe.

The demand for his serviees during the revolution prevented
his fulfilling that intention, and he accepted the office of Indian
agent and interpreter, and in that capacity rendered efficient
aid to the American cause. The Oneidas granted him, at the
close of the war, a tract of land on Wood creck about two miles
square, which he subsequently exchanged for a similar tract in
Westmorceland. On the extinction of the Indian title, in 1788,
the latter was confirmed to him by the state, and he resided
uponr it during the remainder of his life.*

* T'wo or three years after Judge Dean’s removal to Westmoreland, an incident
occurred which furmshes a parallel to the ofien related rescue of Captan John
Sith, by Pocahontas.

It was'a custom among the Indians, that when one of their number had heen
murdered by a wember ot another tribe, the blood of some ovne of the offending
tribe must be shed, as an atoncement for the offcnce. The same customn extended
to therr intercourse with the whites.

AL this period, an Oneida Indian had been killed by some unknown white man,
who had escaped. The chiefs assembled to determine what was to be done.
After several days consultation, they decided that the hfe of Mr. Dean must be
forfeited, as an atoneinent for the murder.

Accordingly, the chiefs, cighteen in number, came to his dwelling at midnight,
and mforiwed hin that they had decided to sacrifice lum for the murder of their
brother, and that he wust now prepare to die.  In van he remonstrated, pleading
his past services o their tribe, and urging thet he was an adopted son of the
Oneidas, wund therefore not liable to sueh a doomwm. l.n vamn did he represent the
hapless condition of lis wife and helpless babes.

he old cluefs heard hiin patiently, but their decision was unalterable. He
had nearly abandoned all hope of escape, when his attention was arrested by the
pattering of a footstep without the dooF,  Soon the latch was raised and a squaw
entered ; she was the wife of the scnior chief, and in Mr. Dean's boyhood, had
adopfed lum as her son.

The entrance of a woman into a solemn_council was, according to Indian eti-

uctte, at war with all propriety.  The chicfs however remained silent. Soon
another cune, a sister of the first, and the wife of another chief; and presently a
third, also the wife of a cluef. Each stood near the door in silence, closely wrap-
pedd i her blanket.

At length the presiding chief bid them ¢ begone.” The squaw who first entered,
replied, that they must first change their deterination, and not hill the good white
maun, her adoptéd son.  The command to go was repeated, when each of the

' squaws threw off their blaikets, and brandistung a knife i their extended hands,
declared that they would destroy themselves, it one hair of the white inan’s head -
was touched. The chicls were astomshed at the whole proc ceding, and regarding
it as an e®udent nterposition of the Great Spirit i s behalf, reversed thewr
decree, aud Mr. Dean®s life was spared.
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Some years previous to the revolution two menxgmed Roof
and Brodock estublished themeselves in the vicinity of Rome, and
were engaged in the carrymg trade. They were compelled to
leave during the revolation, but afterward returned and re-
sumed their farms.

Early in the summer of 1777, news hvaing reached the county
that an expedition was intcnded against the settlements in the
Mohawk valley, under the command of Gencral St. Leger,
Fort Stanwix at Rome, wasrepaired, garrisoned, supplied with .
provisions, and its name changed to Fort Schuyler.

On the 2d of August, 1777, the garrison consisted of 750 men,
under the command of Colonel Gansevoort, and they had suffi-
cient ammunition and provisions for a six wecks’ siege. Atthat
time the fort was invested by General St. Lecer, who demanded
its surrender. 'The «lemand was indignantly spurned by the
garrison. Hearing of the investment of the fort, General Her-
kimer assembled about S00 militin, and hastened to relicve the
beseiged garrison. On the cvening of the 5th of August, he
arrived at Oriskany creek, and despatched two cxpresses to
Col. Gansevoort, notifying him of his approach, and requesting
him to makeca sally from the fort at the time of his intended
attack.

These expresses arrived safely on the forcnoon of the 6th,
and a signal cannon having been fired, Colonel Marinus
‘Willet, the second in command, sallied from the fort with
250 men, and succeeded in carrying the camps of Sir John John-
son and the Indians, capturing their stores, baggage, ammuni-
tion, &c., without the loss of a single man.

The attack of General Herkimer wus less fortunate. St.
Leger having heard of his approach, stationed a force in ambus-
cade on his route. The militia, heedless and self confident,
rushed on till their vanguard were surrounded by the enemy.
Those in the rear thgn fled, but the remainder fought with the
utmost desperation. Their assailants were mostly Indians and
loyalists, and in many cases the two parties were personally
known to cach other, and private hate was added to national
hostility. Rage supplied the place of arms; no quarter was
asked or given on cither side. Early in the battle General
Herkimer was wounded ; but seating himsell on his saddle, and
leaning against the trunk of a tree, he continucd to order the
battle with the utmost composure. The conflict continued for
six hours ; at the end of that time the tories and Indians retreat-
ed, leaving the militia masters of the ficld. The loss in killed
and wounded on both sides was very great. That of the
Americans was nearly 200 killed, and about the same number
wounded. .

After thisbattle, St. Leger again summoned the fort, but was
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aé'ain defied._Finding, however, that they must be reinfoi ced
br eventually eurrender, Col. Willet and Lieut. Stockwell, of
the garrison, volunteered to go to the heud quarters of General
Schuyler, at Stillwater, and obtain aid,

They left the garrison on the night of the 10th of August,
creeping on their hands and knees through the enemy’s camp,
and after numerous hair breadth escapes, succeeded in reaching
Gen. Schuyler’s camp and procuring the necessary assistance.

General Learned and General Arnold were despatched on
‘this service. The latter, hastening on in advance with 900
troops, capturcd a tory refugec named Han Yost Schuyler,
whom by promises and threats he induced to go to the cump of
St. Leger, and alarm the Indians hy exaggerating the number
of his troops. A friendly ®neida Indian wus also sent on the
same errand. The stratagem was successtul. The Indians,
alrcady dissatisfied, abandoned St. Leger at once, on receiving
the intelligence of Arnold’s approach. and thus deserted, he
raised the sicge and retrcated with the utmost haste, the Indians
plundering his troops whenever they found opportunity.

One of the most prominent of the early settlers of this county
was Judge White, the founder of Whitestown. He was a na-
tive of Middletown, Connecticut, and one of the proprietors of
the Saghdaquida patent. He rcmoved here in 1784, with his
family.

In 1788 the town of Whitestown was laid out, and comprised
all that part of the state lying west of a line drawn north and
south through the city of Utica, a tract of country now contain-
ing more than 1,100,000 inhabitants. The same year a treaty
was made with the Oneidas, by which they ceded to the state
the whole of their lands, except a few trifling reservations.

Judge White lived to see the wilderness where he had first
located himself, denscly populated, and the privations of the
settlers exchanged for plenty.* Judge Sanger was another of
the early settlers who located in New Hartford.

The town of Stecuben was granted by the state to Baron Steu-
ben, for his services during the revolution. He resided here
dur:ng the latter part of his life, and was buried here.

* A little incident which occurred soon efter the war, illustrates the Indian
character very forcibly. An old Oucida chief named Han iferr‘f', whao, during the
revolution, had acted with the British, but who was quite triendly to Judge Whte,
came one day with his wife and a mulatto womnun to his house, and asked permis-
sion to take the httle grand-daughter of the judge home to his cabin for the night,
making it a test of the streangth of his friendship. Judge White consented, con-
sidering 1t best to mnanifest confidence in the Indian, although he felt many wmis-
ﬂl‘vings, and the mother of the child could hardly be prevailed on to part with it.

he succeeding ilay was one of deep anxicty to the famly of the i)ludgc- but just _
111:' ;;:;lm'-‘trlel;;ludm and lus squaw reappeared with the child, clad ina complete

The confidence which the judge manifested in them, secured their warm and
permanent frieadship.
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Crries AND Voieaces. Urica, situated on the south siderof’
the Mohawk, on the site of old Fort Schuyler, f&n thriving and
business eity, in the midst of one of the most fertile and wealthy
scetions of the state, h.nuur a central location, Its locality being
on a gentle decllnty to tllc north, commands a beautiful pros-
pect ol the Mohawk valley. The strects arc spacious, and the
buildings neat and comnmodious, Being connceted with Albany
and Troy, and with Syracuse, Rocl hestu and Butflulo by rail-
road and canal ; with Binghainton by the Chenango canal, and,
hy stages, with the norlhu'n and southern counties of the state,
it is the centre of an cxtensive business. It is ulso engaged in
manufacturcs. Several large stcam mills have rccently becn
erected for the manuticture of cotton and woollen goods.

The New York State Lunatic A:cylum, located here, is anoble
institution, and when completed will surpass in extent and conve-
nience any other inthe United States. A farm of 160 acres is
attached toit. The Utica Academy, and the Utica Female Sem-
inary, are both exeelldnt institutions, and have a high reputa-
tion. The Young Men’s Associintion possess a good library
and have maintained a course of lectures for some ycars. The
muscum contains a fine collection of curiosities and antiquities.

The early growth of Utica was slow; in 17941 it contained but
three or four houses. Tt was incorporated as u village in 1798,
and received its present name. It was chartered as a city in
1832. Population 12,190.

RoxME, on the site of Fort Stanwix (the new Fort Schuyler)
is situated at the junction of the Black river and Erie canals.
The Utica and Syracuse radlroad also passes through it. The
village has some manufactories, and is largely engaged in the
forwarding trade. 'The United States government have an ar-
senal, magazine, and a number of workshops here. The Rome
I‘(‘lel.l(‘ bcmm&ry is well sustained.  Popnlation 2800.

Witksnoro’, in the town of Whitestown, also a county seat,
was incor[mratcd in 1813. It is a pleasunt village, fincly deco-
rated with shade trees, and is engaged in the manufacture of
cofton gouds. Tt has also a very large flouring mill and an ex-
tensive pail and tub m.muf‘.lclor)

The Whitesboro’ Aciddemy js a large and flourishing instity-
tion. The Oneida Institute, a manual labor sc hool ol high
order, intended for a ho.u-(hnfr school, is also located here ; con-
nected with it is a farm of 114 acres. The students are re-
quired to labor three hours per day.  Population 2000.

Oriskany is a large manufieturing village in the same town.
Broadcloths and cassimeres are the principal articles of’ manu:
facture., Population 1200.

New Yurk Mills, in the same town is an important village:
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ldrgely engaged in the manufacture of cotton goods. Popula-

Tion 1000.

Walervillr, in the town of Sangerfield, is a thriving village,
engaged in the manufacture of woollen goods, carriage springs,
starch, and musical instruments. Population 1000.

Trenton Falls is a small village, worthy of notice for the
picturesque and beautiful falls on the West Canada creek, from

. which it derives its nawmne. 7'renton, in the town of the same

nhme, {s a somewhat larger village, incorporated in 1819.

C'linton, in the town of Kirkland ix pleasantly situated on the
Oriskany creck, nine miles from Utica. The literary institu-
tions of this village and its vicinity, have given it a wide celeb-
rity. Hamilton College, sithinted a mile west of the village,
was founded by the exertions of the venergble Kirkland, and is
now in a prospcrous condition. It has four fine stonc edifices.

The Clinton Liberal Institute is a charntered institution. The
edilice is of stone, ninety-six by fifty-two feet, and four storiecs
high above the basement, for the male department, and a smaller
building"for the femile departinent. It is conducted by six
teachers. "T'here is a farm attached to this institution, for the
henefit of such students as may desire to defray the expense of
their education by manual lubor.

The Clinton Grammar school, and the Clinton Domestic
seminary, a female institution of some note, are also located
herc. In the vicinity are several manufactorics. Population
800.

New Hariford, in the town of the same name, and Oriskany
1alls, in the town cf Augusta, arc flourishing manufacturing
villages.

Fernon, in the town of Vernon, Sarguoit, in the town of Pa-
ris, and Hampton, in the town of Westmoreland, are thriving
villages. ..

Oneida Castleton, o post village in the fown of Vernon, oc-
cupies the place where the councils of the Six Nations wese
formnerly held,—the large white walnut trees under which they
asscmbled are still standing in full vigor, and often, by the au-

. tumnal blasts, ring the requiem of that almost annihiluted race

of the aborigines.

13*
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Population, 49,663.
Valuation, 1843, $0,760,050.

Bquare Miles, 648.
Organt.ed, 1799. .
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[

S e TOWNS .

» 1. Aureclius, 1789, 12. Conquest, 1821.
2. Geneva, 1789, 13. Summer Hill, 1?1.
3. Scipio, 1789. . 14. Vigtory, 1821. .
4. Sempronius, 1789, 15. Ira, 1824,

* 5. Brutus, 1S02. 16, Auburn, 1823.

6. Cato, 1802 . 17. Fleming, 1823,
7. Locke, 1802, 18. Springport, 1823.
8. Owasco, 1502, - 19. Venice, 1823.

. 9. Sennet, 1807, 20. Ledyard, 1823.

10. Mentz, 1808. 21. Moravia, 1833,

11. Stirling, 1812 22. Niles, 1833.

Rivers. a.Owasco Outlet. b. Salmon Creck. c. Owasco Inlet. e.
Little Sodus Creck. k. Sgneca.

Lakes, &c. J. Lake Ontario. DD. Cayuga. d. Owasca. f. Skenc-
ateles. g. Duck. i. Cross, 1. Little Sodys Bay.
Villages. AuBurn. Aurora. Cayuga. Montezuma. Moravia.

Bounparies. North by Lake Ontario; East by Oswego, On-
ondaga and Cortland counties; Seuth by Tompkins county;
West by Cayuga lake, and Seneca and Wayne counties.

Surrace. Thesouthern section of the county has an irregular
surface, rising into ridges onthe shores of Cayuga and Owasco
lukes. Poplar ridge, the watershed of the county, is between
these two lakes, and has an clevation of 600 fecet. The north-
ern part is comparatively level, yet has a rolling appcearance, in
conscquence of numerous gravelly hills, which scem like mounds
formed by art.

Rivers. The principal streams are the Seneca river, Salmon
and Little Sodus crecks. The Seneca has a very sluggish
course through a marshy country.

Laxkes. Cayuga lake on the western border, Skeneateles on
the eastern, and Owasco in the centre, are the largest lakes.
Besides these it has Cross, Duck and Otler lakes, and Lock
pond.

. Bavs. Little Sodus bay is an inlet of Lake Ontario.

CanaLs. The Erie canal crosses the county a few miles dis-
tant from the Seneca river, and parallel with it.

* RaiLroaps. The great line of Railroad between Albany and
Buffalo also passes through this county.

CumaTe. Mild and temperate, much mederated by the nu-

merous bodies of water around and within it. It is regarded
. as salubrious.

GeoLocy AND MineraLoay. This county embraces quite a
varietf of formations. On the borders of Lake Ontario is found
the Medina sarfdstone; immediately south of ithis the Clinton,
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Niagara and Onondaga limestone groups ; next the IIcldcrlu-rk;
serics, and in the extreme southern part of the county, the Lud~
lowville slaty rocks.

Gypsum, wawgr luncstone, sulphate of Birytes, Epsom salts, fluor spar, sulphate
of 1ron, and pure sulphur are i prinetpal nunerals

Petroleum or nuneral oil 18 found on Cayuga lake  Valuable hrine sprmgs
occur i Montgomery.  Here are also sulphur springs, and a chalybeate spring has
been discovered 1 the town of Sennet.

Son. axn Vecrranrk Proorerions. The soil of this county,
in conscquence of its peculiar geological structure, is rich, and
its lands are among the most fertile and highly culiivated in
the state. Wheat yields the most abundant erops; and fruits
thrive in great perfection. The timber congists of vak, beech,
butternut, elim, poplar, basswood, pine ind hemlock.

Prrsurrs, The attention of the ibhabitants is chicfly turned
to agriculture. Lirge quantities ol the various hinds of’ grain
and wool are annually produced, and considerable numbers of
cattle reared, ,

Manufactures. The prueipal articles of manufiwture are
flour, woollen and cotton goods, leather and lumber.  Salt is
manutictured in considerable quantities.

Commerce. Tt has o considerable amount of commerce—be-
ing connected by the Cay uea lake with the xouthern countics—
by the KErie canal and Auburn and Nyracuse railroad with the
Hudson and Lake Erie, and by the Cayuga and Seneea canal
with the Sencea lake, wnd the country bordering on it.

T'ur Srarvree of the county are wheat and other graiug, pota-
toes, butter and wool.

Scioors. The comimon schools, in 1846, numbered 256.
They were taught an average period of eight months, attended
by 16,781 scholars, at in expense for tuition of’ nearly $21,312,
T'he number of volumes in the sehool libraries was 29,718,

The number of private schools was thirty five, having m attendance 658 pu-
pis It has also four acadenues and one female senmnary, with 388 scholars, and
one theological semmary witl. seventy-one students.

Reuciors DeNoviNaTions,  Baptists, Presbyterians, Meth-
odizts, Friends, Universalists, Congregationalists, Kpiscopuli-
ans, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians, and Roman Catholics.
There arc in all seventy-seven churches and eighty clergymen.

Hisrouy. The first settlements in this county were made in
Aurelius, Genoa and Scipio, about the time the Indian title was
extinguished, in 1789. The first setdement at Auburn was
made in 1793, by Col. John L. Hardenburg, from whom it wus
rlxgg:ed Hardenburg’s corners. 1t received its present name in

5.
In Moravia, settlements were commenced in 1794, At that
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tine there were still some Indians residing on the flats. The
egunty has had a rapid and prosperous growth, and in its zeal
for public improvements ranks among the first countyés in the
state. . ‘

ViLLAces. Aunorn, the shire town of the county, and one of’
tht most flourishing villages in the state, is situated on the out-
let of Owasco lake. 'T'houghirregularly laid out, its streets are
spicious, and many of its buildings clegant. Besides the county
-buildings, it contains seven churches, a male and a female sein-
inary, and the Auburn Theological seminary, under the control
of the Presbyterians, which has fur professors, seventy-one
students, and a library of 5000 volumes.

The Auburn State Prison, locutvd here, is & massive granite
building, ecrected at an expense of over half a million of dol-
lars. The main building has 2 front of 276efeet, and is three
stories high besides the basement.  The two wings, one on
cither end, are each 212 fect long, and forty-five wide. The
whole is enclosed by a solid stone wall, from sixteen to forty fect
high, and three feet thick.  The number of prisoners is about
700, who lahor in work shops during the day, and are confined
in separate eells at night.  Population 6171,

Morariaisa thriving incorporated village, in the town of the
‘samie name.  T'he Moravian Institute is a chartered institution
ol some note.  Population 600.

Aurora, in the town of Ledyard, lies upon the Cayuga lake,
and is hardly surpussed in the beauty of'its location, by any vil-
lage in western New York, The Cayuga academy is a
flourishing institution. Steanboats stop here scveral times a
diyy on their route between tthaca and Cayuga bridge. Popu-

“ulation 500.

Cayngaisapleasant village on the eastern bank of the Cayuga,
Like. A daily line of steamboats plics between this place and
Ithaca, connecting the thaca and Owego and the Auburn and
Rochester railroads. A toll bridge, and a railroad bridge, each

- of themupwards of & mile in length, here cross the Cayugalake.

Montezuma. A number of saline springs are here found,

from which salt of the best and purest quality has been manu-
Tuctured ever since the carliest settlement of the country. The
.Moritezuma marshes commence about & mile west of the village,
i and are known as the Paradise of musquitoes. Population 700.
Weedsport is a thriving village on the canal in the town of

. Benton.  Ithas a large amount of business. Population 800.
“Port Byron, in the town of Mentz, is a lurge village, on the
Eric canal,, It has one of the largest flouring establistments in
th. state, beside several other manuficiories. Population 1000.



% XXI1X. ESSEX COUNTY.

Squar¥ Miles, 1162, « Population, 25,102.
Organzed, 1709. Valuation, 1845, .!,433,136.

7% U
as 42
TOWNS.
1. Crown Point, 1788S. 9. Essex, 1805.
2. Willsborough, 1788, 10, Lewis, 1805.
3. Jay, 1790. 11. Moriah, 1808.
4. Ehizabethtown, 1798, 12. Keene, 1808.
5. Chesterfield, 1802, 13. Westport, 1815.
6. Schroon, 1804, 14. Wilmington, 1821,
7. Ticonderoga, 1804. 15. Newcomb, 1828, s

8. Minerva, 1804. 16. St. Armand, 1844.
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t.Mounlnimf *EE. Kayaderosseras. GG. Chateaug'ay. HH. Clinton.

JJ. Au Sable. .

Peaks. g. White Face. k. Mount McMartin. m. M5unt MecIn-
tyre. n. Mount Marcy. o. Mount Defidnce, (in Ticonderoga).
Rivers. C. Hudson. a. Bouquet. c¢. Boreas. d. Indian. e. Adiron-
dack. f. Schroon. i. Au Sable, j. Saranac. q. West Branch.
Lakes. W. Champlain. 1, Schroon. r. Paradox. s. Pharach. t.
. Crane Pond. u. Harries Lake. v. Rich. w. Delia. h. Teralt.

. ¥ Sanford. z. Placid. 2. Auger Pond. P, Warm. ¢. Rattlesnake.
d._Blick. e Long.
Forts. Ticonderoga. Crown Point.
Villages. ErizaBeTHTOWN. Westport. Keeseville. Ticonde-

roga. KEssex. .

Bounparies. North by Franklin and Clinton counties; East
by Liake Champlain; South by Warren county ; and West by
Hamilton and Franklin counties. '

Surrace. The surface of this county is mountainous. Three
distinct ranges cross it, and a fourth touches its western bound-
ary. The Kayaderosseras range, beginning at Crown Point,
passcs over the southeastern towns. The Clinton range ex-
tends through the central portion, the An Sable passes through
the northwest section, and the Chateaugay forms a portion of
the northwestern boundary.

In the towns of Keene, Newcomb, and Moriah, a group of
lofty peaks, known as the Adirondack group, extends from the
Au Sable to the Clintonrange. Mounts Marcy, Mclntire, Mc-
Martin, Dial mountain and White face, are the principal of
these peaks. Mount Marcy is 5467 feet, or more than a mile,
ahove tide water, Mount Mclntire 5183, White face 4855, and
Dial mountain 4900 feet high.

It is a charactceristic of the mountains of this county, that their
sides are precipitous and broken. Between the ranges of the
mountains are extensive valleys, through which flow large
streams.

The Adirondack pass, about five miles from the Adirondack iron works, de-

- mands a cursory notice. At an elevation of some 2500 feet above tide water, a

. narrow gorge extends quite through the mountain, whose massive perpendicular
walls a thousand feet in height, rcar themselves on either hand in gloomy sub-
Jimity, as if proudly defymg the puny art of man. The pass ig nearly a mile in
length, and nises 1n height from 500 to 1060 fect.

Rivers. The principal rivers of the county are the Au Sable,

.the Saranac, the Bouquet, the Hudson and the Schroon, with
their tributarics, and Putnam creek.

Lakes? No county in the state probably possesses so great a
number of lakes ahd ponds as Essex. The character of its sur-
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face is such as to produce this result; in its decp chasme and
mountain gorges, its ravines and delle, bounded by walls of ever
during gronite, the waters which fall upon the hills, or the
product. of the melting snows upon its lofty peaks, guthcr and
remain, till they have attuined sufficient height to overflow the
barriers which restrain them.

It is enid thut there are in the county nearly one hundred lakes
and ponds of congiderable size. Of these the most important
are Schroon, Paradox, Teralt, Rich, Harries, Delia, Sanford,
Pharaoh and Placid lakes, and Augur pond.

Cuimare. The temperature is low, particalarly on the moun-
tains. In the valleys it is wore mild, but the frosts are carly
and severe. It is not well 'ulapwd to the raising of fruit, or
those grains and crops which require a long smuumer.

GeorLocy aNp Miserals. The rocks in this county are pri-
mary, with the exceptipn of a narrow belt of transition on Litke
Champlain. They are principally hypersthene, granite, pri-
mary limestone, gneiss, hornblende, and magnetic iron ore.

Iron s found n nmmense quantitics in almost every part of the county. The
principal veins are the Penfield, the Adirondack ores, and the fanford vein.  The
latter 18 ertimated to contain at least 3,000,000 tons of pure iron. It is n fact a
mass of pure iron ore, ummaed with rock or earth.  ‘The won of ths county, m
all the qualities which render that metal valuable, 1 unsurpassed by any in the
Umited States, and hemg situated in a densely wooded country, and with a con-
veurent aceess to the lake, can be smelted and conveyed to market as advantage-
ourly as any 1n the country.

'There are in the county, and p:xruullarly on the shores of the lakes, fossil veg-
etables and shells.  ‘The other pr Is are Plumt marble of the

Verd Antigue vanety, Labradorite, ealeareous spar, pyroxene, hornblende, serpen-
tine, scapolite, tabular spar, Brucite, apatite, tourmaline, sphene, colophomte,
graplnte, zircon, garnet, epsom salts, porcelun clay, and pearl spar.

VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS, SoIL, &c. 'The soil, though broken,
is rich and fertile. The timber is very abundant, and of large
size, sonsisting of white and black oak, white and yellow pine,
maple, beech, hemleek, poplar, walnut, butternut, birch, ash,
elip, basswood, cherry, fir, spruce, &c. .

Upon Mount Marcy, the gigantic beech and hemlock graduallg dinunish i size
to mere shrubs, and the fornner, unable 1o sustain the weight of s stem, creeps
on the rocky surtace of its elevated surumit.  The forests abound with gamic, and
the waters with fish.

Pursvrrs. A majority of the inhabitants are devoted to agri-
cultural pursuits. The greater part of the county is adupted
to grazing, and in some of the valleys grain succeeds well.  Po-
tatoes, oats, together with some wheat, corn and rye are
grown. Butter and wool are produced in considerable quan-
titics.

The preparation of lumber for market is a prominent pursui’
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with the inhabitants. The amount of lumber and timber ex-
portul is very lurge.

Am«mg the uumu/m'turcv, that of iron is the mo:t impor-
tant; it is smelted from the ore in lurge guantitics.

'l‘hc ¢ mmerce of the county upon the lakes is very consider-
able, and every year increasing.

SrarLes.  Iron, lumber, butter, wool, and potatoes.

Scuoors. There were in the county, in 1846, 167 school-
Jhouses, in which 7925 children were taught an average period
of 'six mmthn, itk an expense for tuition of $8738. I‘hc district
librarics contained 13,774 volumes.

There were also i the county twenty private schools, with 270 pupils, and two
academies, with ninety students.

RELwcions Dexovivations.” Methodists, Congregationalists,
Baptists, Presbyterians, Roman C:ulmh('s, and Universalists.
T'he number of churches of all denominations in the county is
forty-two, and of clergymen, twenty-nine.

Hisrony. In 1731 a fort, called Fort St. Frederick, was
ereeted by the Freneh, at Crown Point, on the bunk of Lake
Champlain; it was -1ft(,rward blown up, buf. the place was again
fortified, and retained as a military post.

In 1756, the French crected Fort Ticonderoga, named by
them C.mlluu. In 1758, General Abercrombie, with a large
force, composed of British and provineial troops, attacked the
fortress, but was repulsed, with the loss of” nearly 2000 killed
and wounded. Among the former was Lord Howe, who was
universally beloved by the troops.

In 1759, both Ticonderoga and Crown Point were abandoned
by the French, on the approach of the Eunglish forces. The

" British general garriconed Ticonderoga, and cuused a fort to be
crected at Crown Point, which was likewise garrisoned by
Knglish troops.

In 1775, both fortresses were captured by a corps of C‘onnee-
ticut and Vermont volunweers, under the command of Colonels
Kithan Allen,* Seth Warner and Benediet Arnold. Crown
Point was evacuated the next yoar,

On the cleventh of” Octuber, 1776, the disastrous expedition

~dzainst Canada was terminated, by the capture of the lake fleet,
ander the command of General Arnold, near Crown Point.

In July, 1777, Ticonderoga was besieged by General Bur-
goyne; with great labor and difliculty that oflicersucceeded in

* It s related thag when Colonel Alle n, who had rushed mio Fort ln.umh-nm.,u,
ssword m hand, ordeted the commawder ol the fort to survewder, he enquined * by
what authonty " Colonel Allen numcmately replied, * 1 demdand it the nne
of the great J{-huvah and the coutinent.l congress.”
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erecting a battery upon Mount Defiance, which overlooked and
enﬁlade:,d the fort. General St. Clair, its commander, was thus
compell€e'l either to surrender, or evacuate the fort immediately.
He chose the latter alternative, and made his escape, though
with some loss. [t was then garrisoned by the British.

In October, 1777, the garrison, hearing of General Bur-
zoyne’s surrender, returned precipitately to Canada. Neither
of the fortresses have since been occupied.

This county was chiefly settled by emigrants from Vermont,
and other New England states. Considerable portions of it arc
yet covered with the primeval forests.

ViLLages. EwrizasernTown is a small village, situated in the
midst of beautiful and picturcsqne mountain scenery. It is the
county scat. Population 350,

Keeseville, lying upon both sides of the Au Sable river, and
being partly in this county and partly in Clinton, is a large and
flourishing manufactaring village. lron, and woollen and cotton
goods, are largely manufactured here. It hasalso flouring mills.
saw mills, a brewery, machine shop, tanncry, &c. The falls of
the Au Sable give it a fine water power. Here is an incorpo-
rated academy. Population 2200.

Westport ie a thriving village on the lake. It has a flourish-
ing incorporated academy. Population 700. R

Ticonderoga, about two miles from the old fort of that name,
is well situated for manufactures, having a valuable and exten-
sive waler power, very uniform in its supply, and being advan-
tageously situated for commerce. Population 700.

Essex is a thriving village and has some commerce. Popu-
lation 700.

Willsborough, in the town of the same name, Au Sable
Forks and Jayville, in the town of Jay, are growing and impor-
tant villages.
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Equare Miles, 583, Population, 31,957.
Organized, 1800, Valuation, 1845, $2,969,673.

TOWNS.
1. Catskill, 1788. 7. Athens, 1805.
2. Coxsackie, 1788. 8, New Baltimore, 1Sil1.
«3. Durham, 1790, 9. Hunter, 1813.
4. Windham, 1798. 10. Lexington, 1813.
5. Cairo, 1503. 11. Prattsville, 1833.
6. Greenville, 1803.

Mountains. 1i. Catskill. wu, Pine.
Rivers. AA. Schoharie kill. C. Hudson. a. Catskill Creek. d.

. Kuaterskill. g. Bataviakill.

Falls. On the Kaaters kill east branch, three falls.
Villages. CarswiLu. Coxsackie. Athens. New Baltimore.
. -

Bounparies. North by Schoharie and Albany ; East by Hud-
son river; South by Ulster ; West by Delaware and Schoharic
counties.

' .SurFace. The county of Greene has a very hilly and moun-
tainous surfaice. The Catskill mountains running centrally
through the county, divide it into two sections, of which the
eastern and northern is the most arable.
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The castera fronts of the mountains arc pregipitous, while
upon l.hL west their declivitics are more gentle. The Pine
mountuin, or Kaatsbergs, form the southwestern houndary.
The prmmpftl peaks of the Catskill mountains are Round Top
and High I’cak, which have elevations from 3000 to 3800 feet
above tide water.

Rivers. The principal streams are Catskill ereck, Kaaters-
kill, Schoharie kill, and Batavia kill. The Hudson forms its
castern boundary.

Cumate. This county has much diversity of climate. The
peaks of the mountains are covered with snow nearly & month
later than the valleys, and the summer is shorter, but when
vegetation commenees, it ie more rapid than near the Hudson.

GEoLoGY aND MINERALoGY. ‘The transition and red sand-
stone formations prevail in this county. The predominant rocks
of the Catskill division are conglomerites, red and gray shales,
slates, slaty and coyrse grits ; greenish gray and chocolate col-
ored gray sandstonce, known as the Catskill or North river flag
stone, is ibundant. The Helderberg range, consisting of water
and common limestone and pyritous slatc, prcdmmnutcr in the
north portion of the county. The Hudson river group, compo-
sed of slate, shales, shaly and thick bedded grits occupics lhc
eastern and southeastern part.

Copper, lead, zinc, iron and coal, have been found in small quantities.  Calea-
reous spar and quartz crystals also oceur.

VecerasrLe Provucrions. The mountains are sterile—the
uplands produce excellent grass, while the valleys are rich,
yiclding good crops of grain. The timber consists of oak, hick-
ory, cherry, sott and sugur maple, and on the hills becch, birch,
and in some places, spruce and hemlock. In the moungmous
districts the trces are of great size.

Pursurrs. Agriculture is the prmclp’\l pursuit of the inhab-
itants. Comparatively little grain is raised. The products of’
the dairy are large. Many of the farmers are turning their at-
tention to wool growing, for which the county is well adapted.

Manufuctures. Leather is manufactured to a greater amouni
than in any other county in the state. The other manufiactures
are flour, lumber, paper, fulled cloths, &ec. .

Commerce. Catskill, Athens, Coxsackie und New Baltimore,
are largely engaged in the coasting trade.

The SrarLe Provucrions of the county arc butter, oats, corn
and buckwheat.

ScnooLs. T'here were in this county, in 1846, 170 comiion
schools, giving instruction to 9071 children, an average period
of eight months cach, at an expense for tuition of §,3,147. The
district librarics contained 19,713 volumes.
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There were also thirty-three select schonls, with 601 scholars; four academies
« and one female seminary, with seventy-seven students.

ReuGious DenominaTions. Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap-
tists, Dutch Reformed, Episcopalians, Friends, Roman Catho-
lics, Lutherans, and Unitarians. Thereare in the county, sixty-
four churches, and sixty-four clergymen.

+. Hisrory. Greene county was settled in the latter part of the
scventeenth century, by the Dutch. Cairo and Coxsackie were
the principal settlements. Shortly before and after the revolu-
tion, many families removed from New England into the county,
and a majority of the present inhabitants claim a puritan de-
scent.

It is & matter of regret that .0 little effort has been made to
investigate the early history ofa county, undoubtedly possessing
so much historic interest. '

The Hardenburgh patent comprises most of the towns of
Windham and Lexington.

Athcens was laid out in part, in 1790, by Edward Brockholst
Livingston; and E. C. Goodrich.

ViLLaGEs. CATSKILL VILLAGE, in the town of the skame name,
was incorporited in 1806. It isthe seat of justice of the courity,
situated on 1he left bank of ther Catskill creek, nearly one mile
lrom the Hudson, and is principally built upon a single street,
about half a mile in extent.

Iv is a port for stcamboats and sloops, the creck being naviga-
ble from a short distance above the village, to the Hudson,
opening a direct communication with the city of New York.

This village is sustained by a wealthy farming community in
its own, and adjoining counties; also by a considerable manu-
facturing intercst.

In the business season of the year, Main street, and the
wharves indicate great activity in triude and commceree.

. The prospect of-the Hudson from this village is obscured by a

high blufl ranning parallel with the river, yet this blufl’ affords
desirable sites for residences, some of which arce occupied and
highly iinproved.

The.location of this village is important, being the terminus
oi a number of stage routes, some of which communicate with
the valley of the Susquchanna. Its public buildings are neat,
and its gencral appearance that of industry. It hasanacademy,
and a select school for young ladics.  Population 3000.

Athens, in the town of the same name, pleasantly sitnated
épposite the city of Hudson, was incorporated in 1805,—it is ¢x-
tensively engaged in manufactures, especially of brick and lime.
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A considerable number of sloops are ewned here; which ply.to
and frem New York. A steam ferry connects it with the city
of Hudson. Population 1500.

Cuxsackie Landing, in the town of Coxsackie, is a thriving
village, engaged in the coasting trade, and in the manufacture
of brick. It has an academy of some note. Population 1500.

Pratteville, lying on the Schoharie kill, manufactures more .
leather than any town in the United States. It reccived its
name from Hon. Zadoc Pratt, who established extepsive tan-
neries here. The village is also engaged in other manufactures.
Population 1200.

The ¢ Mountain House,” so widely celebrated as a summer
resort for travellers, is within tite limits of the town of Hunter.
It is situated on the Pine Orchard, a peak of the Catskill
mountains, twelve miles from the vnllage of Catskill, and at an
elevation of 2212 feet above the Hudson.

The prospect from this point is one of the most extensive and
beautiful in the world. The majestic Hudson, with its green
islets, its numerous sails. its cities, villages, and highly culti-
vated farms, is visible, on a clear day, for sixty miles in extent,
while in the distance, the dim outlines of the Taghkanic moun-
tains bound the horizon. » .

About two miles west of the “ Mountain House” are the
Kaaters kill Falls, upon a strecam issuing from two lakes in the
rear of the hotel.- The waters leap over a perpendicular bar-
rier, 175 feet, and pausing momentarily upon a rocky ledge,
plunge down eighty-five feet more, and are hid from the view,
in the dark ravine through which they seek the valley of the
Catskill. ‘

The scenery around, the deep green forests, the rugged chﬂé,
covered with ivy and summer foliage, and the extended pros-
pect, add to the sublimity of the waterfall, and render this one-
of the most picturesque and magnificent scenes in nature.

New Baltimore, Cairo and Coxsackie are villages of’ some
importance, in the towns of the same names.
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Square miles, 473. Population. 28,845,
Organized, 1802. Valuation, 1945, $5,873,385.
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TOWNS.
1. Batavia, 1802. 8. Elba, 1820.
2. Alexander, 1812, 9. Stafford, 1520.
3. Bethany, 1512, 10. Alabama, 1826,
4. Le Roy, 1812. 11. Darien, 1532,
5. Pembroke, 1812. 12. Oakfield, 1842.
5. Bergen, 1818. 13. Pavilion, 1842.

7. Byron, 1820.

Creeks. b. Black creek. c. Allen’s d. Oak Orchard. r. Tonawanda.
Falls on Allen’s Creek in Le Roy.

Villages. Batavia. Le Roy. v

Bounparies. North by Orleans and Monroe ; East by Mon-
roe and Livingston; South by Wyoming; West by Erie and
Niace~ra.

Surrace. The surface of this county may be considered as a
tdble land, inclined toward the north, and divided into two sec-
tions. The first embraces the northern portion, from five to
eight miles in breadth, and includes the Tonawanda swamp.
Separated from this by a rocky ridge, the second gradually rises
to the southern boundary of the county.

Rivers. The general direction of its streams is north-east

- ané north-west, of which Tonawanda, Allen’s, (so called after
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Indian Allen who had his residence in this neighborhood,) Onk
Orchar, Black and Murder Crecks, are the principal.

Rawrosps. The Tgnawanda r.ulru.ul entering the county
in the town of Bergen, has a southward course throu«rh Bata-
via, to Attica. The Batavia and Rochester conncects this wéth
the castern lines.

Cuimase. Mld, temperate nnd equable. At the early set-
tlement of the county, intermittent and remittent fevers prevail-
ed, but they arc now very rare. .

Georocy AND Minerarocy. The whole county is compriscd
in the transition formation. Its principal rocks are the different
varieties of limestone, saudstoue and calciferous and marly
slate.

The minerals are fewgn number ; the most mnportant are gypsum, argillaceous
iron ore, marl aff§ peat.

Soun. ano VecerapLe Probucrions. The soil is chiclly a
sandy or gravelly loam, highly productive in grass, summer
crops, and especially in wheat. The timber of the county is
oak, clm, beach, maple, birch, &e. The maple is véry abun-
dant ymldmw larv(, quantities ol sugar.

Pursurrs. 'The inhabitants arc prmcumlly cmployed in agri-
culture. Wheat is extensively rafbed. .

Manufactures. Flour, lumber, leather, woollen cloths, and
potash, are the principal articles of manufucture.

Commerce. The railroads furnish the principal means of
transportation within the county.

StarLes. Wheat, potatoes, oats, wool, corn and butter.

Scnoors. The county, in 1846, contained 166 districtschools,
which were in session an average period of nine months each, *
and were attended by 9,316 scholars. $12,506 was paid to
teachers, and the libraries contained 19,458 volumes.

There were also seventeen private schools, attended by 431 pupils; three

academies, and two feme seminarics, with 360 students.
» ReuGious DeNominaTIONs. Methodists, Paptists, Presbyte-

rians, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Universalists, Unita- »

rians and Friends. The total number of churches is fifty ; of
clergymen, sixty-seven.

History. Nearly the whole of this county lies within the
Holland Land Company’s purchase, from whom the present
inhabitants hold their titles. Somegnall tracts in the southern
part of the county, still belong to the successors of that com-
pany.

A tract of 87,000 acres, comprising the towns of Sweden and
Clarkson, in Monroe county, and part of BergenandsLe Roy, in

n

¥ |
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th‘ns county,’and known as the Triangle tract, was sold by Rob-
ert Morris, to Messrs. Le Roy, Bayard and McEvers.

The first settlement in the county was at Batavia, about the
commencement of the present century. The Holland Land
@ompany erected their land office here in 1801. In October,
1804, the scttlement contained. from twenty to thirty houses,
mostly built of logs. It was at that time very sickly. The fer-

, tility of ite soil and its adaptation to the culture of grain, caused
a‘rapid immigration, and it was organized as a county, in 1802.
It then comprised, however, the present counties of Allegany,
Chautauque, Niagara, Eric, C tt r. ug &, Orlcans, Wyoming,
and the western portions of Monroe and Livingston.

ViLLaGes. Baravia villfze, the county seat, was incorpo-
rated in 1823. It is laid out in a plat, two miles are, and has
over 300 buildings, a female seminary, the officé#®f the Holland
Land Company, and a number of mamufactories.

Le Roy, in the town of Le Roy, is a thriving village, situated
on Allen’s Creck, and incorporated in 1834. The village lots
are spacious, and the dwellings are generally built of stone, pre-
senting a very neat appearance. The rapid growth of this vil-
lage is duc to the hydraulic power of the creek, which has three

' considerable falls.

The first fall at the village, is eightecn feet, the second about

a mile below, twenty-scven feet, and the third within two miles,

eighty feet, affording great facilitics for manufacturing purposes.

A number of sites arc occupicd by flour, oil, and other mills.

1t is a remarkable fact that much of the water of this creck
disappears before it reaches the highest ﬁl‘ which is supposed
to supply the Caledonia spring in the adjoining town, in Livings-
ton county. It has about 2000 inhabit-ants. Here is a flourish-
ing female reminary.

Alexrander is a village of some importance, in the town of the
same name. It has an incorporated clasSical school. Popula-

tion, 500. .

14
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Square miles, 2,717.
Osganized, 1802.

Lisbon, 1501,
Oswegatchie, 1802.
Madrid, 1802,
Massena, 1802,
Hopkinton, 1805,
Brasher, 1805,
Canton, 1805,
Russel, 1805.

De Kalb, 1806.
Potsdam, 1806,
Stockholm, 1806.
Gouverneur, 1810,

3. Louisville, 1810,
14. Rossi

ie, 1813.

Population, 62,354.

Valuation, 1845, $3,645,208.
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15. Parishville, 1814.

16. P

ierrepont, 1814,

17. Fowler, 1816.

18. Morristown, 1821,
19. Norfolk, 1822,

20. De Peyster, 1325,
21. Edwards, 1827,

22. H

23

24,

ammond, 1827,
. Lawrence, 1528,
Hermon. 1830,

25. Pitcairn, 1537,

26
217

. Fine, 1842,
. Colton, 1842,

28. Macomb, 1842.
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"Mduntains. * PP, Highlands of St. Lawrence county.

Rivers. I. St. Lawrence. a. Oswegatchie. b. Indian. c.”Grasse.
d. Racket. e. St. Regis. f. Deer. g. East branch Oswegatchie.
h. West branch Oswegatchie. M

Lgkes. k. Black.

Falls. On the St. Regis, in Brasher, Hopkinton and Parishville,
On the Racket, at Potsdam, Colton and St. Regis. On the Grasse,
at Canton and Pierrepont.” On the OdWegatchie, at Canton and
Rossie.

Forts. Ogdensburgh.

Battle Fields. Ogdensburgh.

Villages. Canton. Ogdensburgh. Rossie. Brasher's falls. Pots-
dam. Gouverneur, Waddington. Massena. Norfolk.

Bounpbaries. North by the river St. Lawreqaee; East by
Franklin county ; South by Hamilton and Herkin®er ; and West
by Lewis und Jefferson counties, and the.St. Lawrence river.

Surrack. The surface of this county isagreeably diversified.
Along the bank of the St. Lawrence river, for a distance of
seventy-five miles in length, and from thirty to forty in breadth,
the county consists of gentle swells, broad valleys, or extensive
plains. Farther south it rises into hills, and finally assumes

* 2 mountainous character, in the southeast, where are situated
the Highlands of the St. Lawrence.

Rivers. The principal streams of the county besides the St.
Lawrence, are the St. Regis, Racket, Grasse, Indian, Oswe-
gatchie and Deer rivers, which by their long and circuitous
courses and numerous tributaries, abundantly water it. A nat-
ural canal, six miles long, connects the Oswegatchie and Grasse
rivers, in the town of Canton.

FaLLs. Most of these streams have numerous falls or rapids,
furnishing a large amount of water power.

- Laxes. Black Lake is the only one of J'mpor’ance. There
are many extensive marshes.

CrLiMaTE. The climate is less variable than in most counties
of thestate. The air is clear, and the seasons uniform, compen-
sating. for the severe cold of winter, and contributing to the
health of its inhabitants.

Georogy aAND MiNgrars. That portion of the county lying
along the St. Lawrence, for a width of ten or fifteen miles, be-
longs to the tertiary, or rather the alluvial formation, consisting
of clay and gravel; this is succeeded, at a distance of filteen or
twenty miles from the river, by a belt of Potsdam sandstone,
running nearly parallel to the St. Lawrence, and varying in
width froms five to ten miles; the remainder of the county be-
lohgs wholly to the*primary formation, and consists of hypers-
thene, gneiss, granite and primitive limestone. .
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The Potsdam sandstone forms one of the finest building matcciuls in the world.
Specular<ron ore is found in this county in immense quantities, and is largely
manufictured. The magnetic and bog iron ores are also quite abundant Gra-
phite or black lead is found in scveral Incalities. Lead exists in vast quantities in
the neighborhood of Rossie. Zinc and copper occur frequently. Marble, ser-
pentine, and other forms of carbonate of lime are deposited in various parts of

the county ; steatite or p 18 p The other principal minerals are
of lime, of barytes,quartz crystals, Brucite, tale, pyroxene,
ds by dspar, glpite, Labradorite, mica, spinel, tourmaline, zircon,

Babingtonite and sphene.

Sou. anp VeGeTasLe Probucrtions. The greatcr portion of
the land is of excellent quality. The soil consists of'a dark veg-
etable mould, often underlaid with lime and marl, and is very
productive of grasses, grains, &c. Much of the county is yet
covered with dense forests of oak, beech, maple, basswood, but-
ternut, ash, clm, hemlock, whitec and Norway pine. In the
marshes whi’ ced2r, tamarack and black ash, are the principal
trecs. From the maple, large quantitics of sugar are manufac-
tured. .

Pugrsurrs. The people are chiefly engaged in agriculiure.
Great numbers of cattle are reared, and much attention paid to
the products of the dairy. They are be » i g intercsted in
manuiactures, which at present arc mostly limited to flour,
lumber, {ulled cloths, potash and leather.

Commerce. The commerce of the county is increasing in
value and importance. Ogdensburgh is the principal port.
The shipping of the Oswegatchie district amounted, in 1845, to
about 1500 tons.

StarLeE ProvucTions. Butter, cheese, potatoes, oats, corn,
peas, wheat, sugar, wool, potash and lumber.

ScriooLs. There were 402 common schools in the county in
1846, taught an average period of seven months each, and
attended by 22,263 children. The teachers were paid $22,023.
T he libraries contained 33,191 volumes.

The number of select r~hools was twenty-three, with 303 scholars; of acade-
mies, four, with 346 students.

‘ReEeuiclous DENoMiNaTIONS. Presbyterians, Methodists, Con-
gregationalists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Universaliets and Ro-
man Catholics. Total number of churches, seventy-five; of
clergymen, 125.

History. The French erected a fort at Oswegatchie,’$n this
county before 1740, which they named Fort Preséftation.
This fort was captured by General Ambherst, in 1760. ,’

The first permanent settlement in the county seems to have
been made in 1796, by Judge Nathan Ford, at Oswegatchie.
At that time the Oswegatchie Indians had a village near his
settlement, and attempted several times to drive him away, -1t
withm‘:t success. The next settlement was made at Canton, by
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‘I\Ar. Stillman Foot, in 1799. These were soon succeeded by
others, mostly from New England, and a line of settlements
was speedily formed along the river. Much of the land in the
county is held by the Mcessr-. Van K nsselaer, Gouverneur
Morris and other wealthy capitalists.

During the late war with Great Britain, some interesting in-
cidents occurred in this county. On the second of October,
1812, the British, in retdliation for the destruction of a large
quantiEy of their stores at Gananoque, Canada, by Captain For-
syth, commenced a heavy cannon.de upon Ogdensburgh, from
their batteries at Prescott, 1 C'anadian village, on the opposite
bank of the St. Lawrence. They continued the cannonade for
two days, and on Sunday, the fourth of October, attempted to
storm the town.

For this purpose, about 1000 men weré embrked in forty
boats; as they approached the American shore, General Brown
ordcred his troops to fire upon them. They did so, and for two
hours the Britich attempted to land, but the galling fire of the
Americans was too severe to be endured, and at length they
were compelled to retreat to Prescott, with the loss of three
boats and a number of men. The American force engafed in
this contest, was only about 400 m *-.

On the twenty-first of February, 1813, the British again attack-
ed Ogdensburgh with a large force, and, though encountering the
most determined resistance, succeeded in driving out the Amer-
ican troops, and capturing the village,

Two schooners, two gunboats and the soldiers’ barracks were
destroyed, and the enemy returned to Canada. The army of
CGeneral Wilkinson embarked for the campaign of the autumn
of 1813, from Morristown, in this county. Since the war, the
increase of population in this county has been exceedingly rapid.

Jts population has nearly quadrupled in twenty-five years; and
from its extracrdinary facilitics for manufactures, mining and
agriculture, ite future growth must necessarily be rapid.

In 1838, this county and the Canada shore opposite, was the
scene of some of the exploits of the Canada Patriots, (so called.)
The battle of Prescott was fought at Windmill Point, nearly
opposite Ogdensburgh, and several of the citizens of New York,
who had aided “ the Patriots,” were taken prisoners and execu-
ted, and others banished to Van Dieman’s Land.

Anriquities.  In the town of Gouverneur, is an ancient Indian
fortification, consisting of an embankment, enclosing three acres,
aad containing some remains of rude sculpture.

oViLLaGis. CanTon village is the county seat. It is situated
on Grasse river, and contains besides the county buildings, an
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academy, and sdbme manufactories. A fine wooden bridge, whh ’
three piers, crosses the river here. Population. 1300.

Ogdensburgh, in the town of Oswegatchie, and at the mouth
of Oswegatchie river, vas incorporated in 1817. It is a flour-
ishing village of about 4000 inhabitants. It has an academy in
a very prosperous condition. It is at the foot of sloop naviga-
tion on the St. Lawrence, and 'is the terminus of the proposed
Ogdensburgh and Plattsburgh railroad.

Polsdam, incorporated in 1831, is the seat of the St. Law-
rence academy, a chartered institution, with two large stone
edifices, cach four stories high. It has also several manufacto-
ries. Population, 1200.

Rossie is celebrated for its valvable and inexhaustible lead
mines. Population, 800.

Brasher's Falls,on the rapids of Deer river, is finely sitnated
for manufacturing purposes.

Waddington is a mdnufacturing village in the town of Madrid.
It was incorporated in 1839, and is rapidly increasing in popu-
lation. A bridge connects it with Ogden’s island, irr the St.
Lawrence. Population, 600.

Gonverneur is the coldest place in the state. Here is located
the Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary. Population, 600,



XXXIII. SENECA COUNTY. .

Bquare miles, 308.
”opulntiun. 24,972,
* Organized, 1804.
Valuation, 1845, $5,674,034,

TOWNS,

. Ovid, 1799,

Romulus, 1789.

. Fayette, 1800.

Junius, 1803,

. Covert, 18117.

. Lodi, 1826.
7.,Seneca Falls, 1829.
8. Tyre, 1829,

9. Waterloo, 1829.

10. Varick, 1830.

Rivers. c. Clyde. k.
Seneca.

Lakes. BB, Seneca. DD.
Cayuga. .

Falls. Sencca.

Villages. W ATERLOO.
Ovip Seneca Falls.

posuPm

Bounpnaries. North
by Wayne county ; East
by Cayuga county and
Cayuga Lake ; South by
Tompkins county ; and
West by Seneca Lake
and Ontario county.

®*Surrace. The surface
of this county rises from
the lakes, which bound
it on-either side, to an altitude of 1200 or 1300 feet above tide
w&laiter, and presents a pleasing diversity of beautiful valleys and
fills.

Rivers. The Seneca outlet is the principal stream, connect-
ing Scneca and Cayuga lakes. The Clyde crosses its north-
eastern corner.

"« FaLus. The Seneca outlet has a descent of forty-seven feet,
at the vilJage of Seneca Falls.
o' Laked. The lakes are Scneca and Cayuga.
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CanaLs. The Erie canal passes through the town of Tyie,
in the north-cast corner of this county, and the Cayuga and
Seneca canal crosses the county, through the towns of Seneca
and Waterloo, connectipg the waters of the Seneca and Cayuga
Liakes, and the Erie canal, at Montezuma.

RaiLroans.  The Auburn and Rochester railroad passcs
through this county, most of the dxst'mce running parallel with
'scm‘ca outlet and canal.

Crimare. Mild and temperate. The situation of the county
betwcen two considerable bodics of water, prevents the long
continuance of snow m winter, and essentially modifics the
climate. It is considered healthy.

GroLogy aND Minerats. The rpcks of the northern section
of this county, belong to the Onondaga salt group ; those of the
central, to the Ielderberg limestones ; and the southern to the
Ludlowville shales of the Erie group. i

Gypsum. or plaster of Pans s found in extensive beds near Sencca falls, and is
largely eaported.  Vanegated marble occurs near Seneca lake. Petroleum or
Sencca ol is found floating on the Seneca lake, and on springs near it. A pool
twenty feet in diameter, near Cayuga, constantly gives off mitrogen gas in largo
quantities.

Sou, AND VEGETABLE Propucrions. The soil is mostly a
calcarcous loam and mould of excellent quality, and well
adapted to wheat and grass. TFruit is cultivated to a consider-
able extent, and attains great perfection. Oak, maple, beech,
elm, butternuat, and in the highlands, pine and hemlock, are the
principal forest trees.

Persurrs.  The people are largely engaged in the culture of
wheat and grass, and the rearing of cattle.

Manufactures are increasing. The principal articles are
flour, cotton and woollen goods, distilled liquors, and leather.

Commerce. The county has considerable comnmerce, both by
way of the Seneca and Cayuga lakes, and by the Erie canal.
Gypsum and agricultrral produets are largely exported.

StapLE Pronuctions.  Wheat, oats, corn, hops, plaster of
Paris, wool and butter.

Scroors. In 1846, there were 110 common schools, taught,
on an avcrage, nine months each, and attended by 8065 chil-
dren. The teachers’ wages amounted to $13,022, and the dis-
trict libraries to 14,956 volumes. -

There were alzo twenty-two select schools, with 298 scholars, and three acad-
emies, with 2 {8 students.

Rericiovs DeNomiNaTions.  Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap-
tists, Duteh Reformed, Episcopalians, l"n‘ends, and Roman
Catholics. The whole number of churches 1s thirty-ight, of
clergymen, forty-six.
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Hisroav. The first settlers in Scneca county were Messre.

.Horatio Jones and Lawrence Van Clief, who located them-

selves at Sencca Falls, in 1784 or 1785. Mr. James’ Bennet
settled at West Cayuga, in 1787. Colonel Mynderse, who es-
tablished himself in Seneca Falls in 1735, founded the village of
shat name in 1816.

The county belonged to the Military Tract, granted to the eol-
diers of the state, by the legislature, and the land titles are de-
rived from them. The Indian title to these lands was not ex-
tinguished till 1789. Its growth nas been rapid since its first
settlement.

ViLaces. W arterLoo village, in the town of Waterloo, is a
half shire town, lying on the north side of the Seneca outlet, and
incorporated in 1824. Itisa very flourishing manufacturing vil-
lage, containing, besides the county buildings, a number of
churches and a chartered academy, occupying a fine building,
and amply provided with apparatus fos the illustration of the
natural sciences. Large quantities of’ limestone are quarried
in the wvicinity. The Cayuga and Sencca canal, and the Au-

burn and Rochester railroad, both pass through the village.
Population 3200.

Ovip, a half shire village, was incorporated in 1816. tis sit-
uated on elevated ground, about midway between the lukes, and
commands a fine and widely extended prospect. It has a char-
tered academy. Population 700.

Seneca Falls was incorporated in 1831, and, like Waterloo,
is situated on the Sencca outlet, the canal and railroad. It de-
rives an abundant hydraulic power from the Seneca outlet, the
water of which is constant and steady, and is applied exten-
sively to manufacturing purposes, by means of four dams hav-
ing a total fall of forty-seven feet. A flourishing academy is
located at this village. Population 3000.

14*



XXIV. LEWIS COUNTY.

Bquare miles, 1122. Population, 20,218.
Organized, 1805, * ‘Valuation, 1845, $1,675,000.

TOWNS,
1. Leyden, 1797. 4. Harrisburg, 1803,
2. Lowville, 1800. 5. Martinsburgh, 1803.

3. Turin, 1800. 6. Denmark, 1807.
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/. Pinckney, 1808. 11. West Turin, 1830.
8. Waltson, 1521 12. Croghan, 1842,
9. Greig, 1824, 13. Osceola, 1842.

10. Diana, 1830.

Rivers. a. Black. b. Beaver. c. Moosq e. Independence Creek.
f. Deer. g. Otter. i. Fish. j. Salmon. k. Indian. h. West

® branch of Oswegatchie.

Lakes. o. Fish. .

Falls. Falls on the Black river, at Denmark and Greig.

Villages. MARTINSBURG. Lowville. Copenhagen.

Bounparies. North by Jefferson and St. Lawrence counties ;
East by Hellimer ; South by Oneida, and West by Oswego
and Jefferson countics.

Surrace. ‘The county i divided by the Black river into two
nearly equal sections. The eastern ascergls somewhat rapidly,
from the river, to the mountainous region on its eastern line.
The western is rolling and frequently hily, rising from the Black
river, for six or eight miles, and then inclining to the south and
west. . Broad alluvial flats are found along the Black river.

Rivers. Black and Beaver rivers, Independence, Moose,
Deer, Otter, Fish, Salmon, and Indian creeks, and tpe west
branch of the Oswegatchie, are the principal streams.

Faurs. Black river has a fall of sixty-three fect, in the town
of Leyden, and Deer creck of 175 fect, in the town of Denmark.

CanaL. The Black river canal, when finished, will unite with
Black river just below the high falls at Leyden.

CuimaTeE. The climate of I.ewis county is cold, but healthy.
The winters are long, but the uniformity of the temperature
renders them less unpleasant, than would be expected.

Georogy aANp MiNgraLe.  The country east of the Black
river is primitive in its character. The rock underlying this
portion of the county, and frequently appearing on the surface,
is granite. West of the river, the whole county is underlaid
with a fine compact limestone, which'appears every where,
on the borders of the strcams, The Utica slate also occupies
a narrow belt in the western part of the county.

Irdn ore is very abundant and of a superior quality; lead ore, (galena,) also
occurs in considerable quantities. The other minerals worthy of notice are, sul-
of zinc, (blende,) very beautiful quartz crystals, scapolite, tabular spar,

P

green cocolite, feldspar, sphene, crystallized pyrites, calcareous and fluor spar,

manganese, and Rensselaeritc. Probably few counties in the state are richer in
~Iineral wealth. .

SoiL aAND VEGETABLE Propuctions. The soil is various,

- composed of a fertile alluvium, or a gravel_ly, §andy, and clgyey

loam. [t is susceptible of a profitable cultivation, and furnishes

sfine grazing. The timber is principally pine, spruce, hemlock,
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becech, maple, elm, ash, with some white oak and walnut. Tt[e )
eastern section still has cxtensive forests. Fromethe maple.
are mafufactured congiderable quantitics of sugar.

Pursuirs. Agricullure is the chiel employment of the inhab-
itants; the products of the dairy are large.

Manufactures. The county has abundant water power, bus
as yet it is but litde improved. Flour, lumber, leather, and
fulled cloths, are the chicf articles of manufacture.

Commerce. There is little or no commerce ; the completion
of the Black River canal will aid materially in bringing the pro-
duce of their rich and fertile lands to market.

The StarLes of the county are butter and chfse, wool, po-
tatocs, oats, and wheat. Considcrable guantities of barley,
buckwheat, flax, hops, and sugar, fre also produced.

Scuoors. The digtrict school-houses in the county, in 1846,
were 150 in number, in which were instructed 6139 pupils.
The average length of. the schools was scven months. The
teachers wages, $6196; the number of volumes in the district
libraries, 11,886. There were six private schools with eighty-
three scholars, and one academy with sixty-two pupils.

Rerigious DeNoyiNaTioNs. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
rians, Congregationalists, Universalists, Roman Catholics,
Episcopalians, and Friends. The total number of churches is
thirty-seven, of clergymen, forty-four.

[Tistory. The whole of this county was originally owned
by Alexander Macomb. 'The western part was afterward
sold to a company of capitalists in New York city, and the east-
ernto a French compuny at Paris. The first settlers were
pioneers from Connceticut and Massachusetts, who made their
wiy, in 1797, from Utica und Fort Stanwix, (now Rome,) at
.that time small settlements. by a line of marked trces, to the
fulls of Black river, and from thence to the town of Lowville,
where they established themsclves. Their familics followed, *
the succeeding wintef, through snow &o deep as to make jt
necessary to break paths for the cattle and teams, while moth-
ers, shod with snow-shoes, bore their infants in their arms.
For some time after, the farmers were obliged to go forty miles
to mill, carrying their grain upon their shoulders.

.Vn,um:s. MARTINSBURG, in the town of the same name, con-
tains the county buildings, a female seminary, and a numl;er of
factories. Population 800. .

Lowrville is a village of some business in the town of Low-
ville. It has an incorporated academy. Population 800.

_Copenhagen, in the town of Denmark, is situated, on bath
sides of Deer river. It is a flourishing village, and engaged iv.
manufactures. Population about 500,



XXXV. JEFFERSON GOUNTY.

Rquare miles, 1125, Population, 64,999,
Organized, 1805. «~aluation, 1845, $,6,536,651.

q , R

J
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/
TOWNS.
.+ 1. Ellisburgh, 1797, 5. Wilna, 1800.

‘2. Champion, 1800, 6. Adams, 1502.
3..Houngsfield, 1800, 7. Brownville, 1802,

«i. Watettown, 18Q0. 8. Rutland, 1802.
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9. Lorraine, 1801, 15. Pamelia, 1819. .l .
10. Rodman, 1804. 16. Alexandria, 192F.

11. Le”Ray, 1806. 17. Orleans, 1821.

12, Hendecrson, 1806. 18. Philadelphia, 1821.

13. Antwerp, 1816, . 19. Clayton, 1832.

14. Lyme, 1817. 20. Theresa, 1842.

Rivers and Creeks. 1. St. Lawrence River. a. Black River. B.
Indian River. d. Chaumont Creek. e. Perch. f. Stoney. g.
Sandy. .

Lakes, &c. J. Ontario. i. Perch. j. Yellow. k. Hungry Bay. 1.
Black River. m. Chaumont Bay. . .
Islands. n. Gallop Island. o. Stoney. p. Grenadier. q. Fox r.

Carlton. s. Grindstone. t. Wells. -

Falls. On the Indian river. On the Black river at Champion,
Rutland, and Watertown. Long Falls, Wilna.

Forts. Sacketts Hagbor.

Villages. WaTertown. Sacketts Harbor. Brownville. Cornelia.
Carthage. -

Bounparies. North by the St. Lawrence River, and St.
I.awrence county ; East by Lewis county ; South by Oswego
county, and West by Lake Ontario.

Suftrace. The surface of Jefferson county may be divided
into two terraces, the broader of which is on the northwest..
The Ridge Road, extending from the Niagara river, at a dis-
tance of from six to ten miles from the lake, and undoubtedly
indicating the ancient limits of Lake Ontario, is here about 100
feet in height. The surfice between this and the lake is level
or gently undulating. From this ridge the county has a gentle
descent toward the southeast, where an elevated ridge crosses
it, and gives it a broken and hilly appearance.

Rivers. The chief streams of the county, besides the St.
Lawrence, are the Black and Indian rivers, Chaumont, Perch,
Stoney, and Sandy creeks. B

FaLis. There is® series of falls in the Bldck river, com-
mencing at the Long falls in Carthage.

Lakes. The chief lakes are Ontario, Perch, and Yellow.

Bavs. Hungry, Black River, and Chaumont bays areinden-
tations of greater or less exrent, upon the lake coast.

IsLanps. Along its western line are situated Gallop, Stoney,
Fox, Grenadier, Carlton, Grindstone, and Wells islands.

CrimaTe. Equable and healthy. The winters are cold, but
without sudden changes. The summer heats arc modéraved
by the lakg breezcs. .,

GEeoLoGY AND MINERALS. The primary formation is confined
to two or three small districts in the county, principally in the
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. north and northeast part. In Alexandria, therg is a small tract
-wherc the ‘pfiimitive rocks are near the surface. They are
granite, primitive limestone, gneiss, and hornblende.” The
greater part of the county, however, belongs to the transition
formation.

@ The order of arrangement of the rocks of this formation, here, is the following, be-
ginning at the northern part of the county : Potsdam sandstone, cxtending to a point
a little south of Theresa falls ; calciferous sand rock and birdseye limestone, ap-
pearing as far south as the Blm:k river ; Trenton limestone, extending through

. Houndsfield, Adams, Watertown, and R\lﬂand. and succeeded by a narrow belt of
the Uucg slate ; this is followed by the Lorraine shales, lying in Rodman, Lor-
raine, and Pinckney. In the southern line or towns, the gray sandstone occurs in
small quantities.

Bog iron ore, spathic iron, pecular iron, goni pynl.el, celes-
tine, terenite, tremolite, fluor spar, green malachite, tourmaline, st ite, idio-
crase, apatite, pyroxene, and massiv€ heavy spar, tufa, peat, and graphite in six
sided tablets, are the principal mnerals.

There 18 a cave in the town of Pamclia, nearly oppdsite Watertown, contain-
ing a number of apartments, and some fine spars. It has been explored for
nearly half a mile.

Soir AND VEGETABLE Propuctions. The =oil is generally a
fertile sandy loam, with some clay and gravel, and susceptible
of a high degree of cultivation. In the basin on the northwest,
wheat grows abundantly, but the higher lands in the southeast
are more favorable to grazing. The forests abound with oak,
maple, beech, birch, walnut, ash elm, hemlock, pine, tamarack,

-and red and white cedar. The cranberry grows abundantly in
the swamps, and forms an article of export.

Pursuvrrs. Agriculture js the leading pursuit of the people.
Great numbers of cattle and swine arc reared for the -east-
ern market ; the products of the dairy are very large. Pota-
toes, oats, corn, wheat, rye, barley, and flax are produced in
great abundance, and the wool-growing intcrest is not neg-
lected. The county ranks among the first for agricultural pro-
ducts in the state.

*  The manufactures of the county are extensive and rapidly
incrcasing. The principal articles are®flour, lumber, iron,
leather, distilled liquors, potash, and woollen goods. The
value of articles manufactured in the county in 1845, was nearly
$2,000,000.

The commerce of this county is large and constantly increas-
ing. About one half of its produce finds its way to a market
down the St. Lawrence ; the remainder through the Oswego
and_Erie canals, enters the Hudson, or through the Welland
and Western cana.ls, and the great lakes, isdistributed over the
Mississippi valley. The shipping of this county amounts to
about 5000 tons. The completion of the Black River canal will
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open a more ready and convenient conveyance for the produce
of portions of the county.

TAPLE Probucrions. Butter and cheese, potatoes, oats,
corn, wheat, wool, flax, barley, and peas. .

ScHooLs. Thcre were 368 district schools in the county, in
1846. The average length of the schools was seven months—
number of scholars, 22,866—amount of teachers’ wages, $24,141
—and number of volumes in the school libraries, 37,5652.

There are also fifty-four private schools, with 1089 scholars, and two acade-
mies, with 173 pupils.

RELicious DeNomiNaTioNs. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
rians, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Universalists, Roman
Cathohcs Dutch Reformed, Unitarians, Friends, and Jews.
There are ninety-two churchcs, and 106 clergymen of all de-
nominations in the county.

Hisrory. The fifst settlement made in this county by whites,
was at Ellisburgh, in 1793, hy Mr. Lyman Ellis. The next was
at Champion, not long after, by settlers from Connccticut. The
third was at Watertown, in 1800, by Mr. Henry Coffin, of New
Hampshire. Inthesucceeding year, cmigrants from New Eng-
land settled in Adams, Rodman, Brownville, and Houndsfield ;
and the year after in Sacketts Harbor and Rutland. Mounds
and fortifications of great antiquity, and exhibiting a high de-
gree of architectural skill, are scattered over every part of the
county.

At the commencement of the late war with Great Britain,
Sacketts Harbor was selected as the principal naval depit of the
lake frentier, on account of the excellency of its harbor.

On the twenty-second and twenty-third of April, 1813, General
Dearborn, with a force of’ 1700 men, embarked from thls port,
to attack York, (now Toronto,) Canada West. Theassault on
York was successful, though the brave General Pike, by whom
it was led, lost his life by the explosion of the magazine. But
the withdrawal of 5Q large a body of troops from Sacketts Har-
bor, left the important military stores there exposed; and as
might have been expected, the British forces at ngston,
availed themselves of the opportunity, to make a descent upon
that village.

On the twenty-cighth of May, 1813, they appeared oﬁ' the
harbor, with four ships, one brig, two schooners, two gun boats,
and thirty-three flat bottomed boats, containing in all 1200
troops. 'The alarm of their approach had been given, and.Gen- _
eral Brown had made every exertion in his power to defend the
harbor. The British suffered themselves to delay, in the at-
tempt to capture some boats, coming from Oswego with troops,
and thus the militia from the vicinity had time to assemble ; $ut
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‘not- more than_1000 troops could be collected :in all, of whom
more than 500 were raw militia, and about 200 more, invalids.
General Brown arranged the militia behind a breast work,
hastily thrown up, to oppose the landing, of the enemy. In thc
rear of these he had stationed a part of the regular troops.
Bhe regular artillerists occupied Fort Tompkins, and Lieuten-
ant Cha,uncey, with a small corps, defended the naval stores at
Navy Point.

. The British made an eﬂ'ort to land, but were at first repulsed
with severe loss; but after the second fire, the militia became
panic struck, and abandoning their vreast work, fled in the ut-
most confusion. Colonel Mills, their commander, was killed in
the attempt to rally them.

Meantime the enemy effected a landing, and commenced their
march towards.the village, but met with the anost despcrate op-
position. Finding, however, that he was likely to be overpow-
ered by the superior force of the enemy, Gencral Brown con-
certed a stratagem which gained him the day, and compelled
the enemy to retreat. Learning that the militia, whose flight
had prevented success in the onset, were still in the neighbor-
hood, he hastened to them, put himself at their head, ordered
them to follow him, and passing silently through a distant wood,
in the direction of the enemy’s boats, induced the British com-

~mander to believe that he intended to cut off his retreat.

Alarmed at this, and belicving the American force supcrior to
his own, in point of numbers, the British general withdrew his
forces with the utmost precipitation, leaving his dead and
wounded behind him. Ile wae not pursued, because pursuit
would have exhibited the weakness of the American force.

‘Wihile the battle was at its height, intelligence was brought
to Lieutenant Chauncey, that the Americans were about to sur-
render, and accordingly he, in compliance with his orders, set
firc to the stores and shippin to prevent their falling into the
hands oI the encmy. Juearning his errof, however, he made
the utmost cflort to arfest the flames, and succeeded i in saving
a considerable portion. The DBritish loss was scvere in this ac-
tion, three of their ficld officers being killed, and not less than
150 wounded, killed and prisoncrs. The American loss was
about the samne in number.

Avter rer ating to their shipping, the British demanded the
surrender of the village, which was promptly refused.

Na-the thirtieth of May, 1814, a number of boate coming from
Oswego, with cannon and rigging for the new vessels, building
at Sacketts Harbor, and well manned with sailors, riflemen and
Indians, were pursued into Henderson harbor, by five British
ganboats, dnanned yith about 200 English marines and sailors,
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Captain Woolsey, of the American navy, had command of the
Amenrican boats, and landing as qunckly as possible, stationed
a part of his riflemen and Indians in ambuscade on each side of
the road, and placed a small body of militia in front of the land-
ing, to contest the passage of the cnemy. His stratagem was
successful. The British rushed on, and the militia fled before
them, but the party in ambush poured upon them so deadly
a fire as to compel them to surrendef, with the loss of twenty
killed, and forty or fifty wounded. The number of prisoners was
137. Five gunboats, armed with heavy cannon, were aiso cap-
tured.

After the war, the extraordinary facilities afforded by the
county, for sustaining an abundant population, gave it a rapid
growth, and it is now one of the largest counties in the state.

Its population quadrupled between 1810 and 1840, and is still
fast increasing.

ViLaces. WATERCOWN, the seat of justice for the county, is
a large and flourishing manufacturing village, situated at the
falls of the Black river.

Perhaps no village in the United States possesses more ex-
tensive and easnly available hydrauhc privileges.

The Black river here has a fall in the space of a mile, of
eighty-cight feet, over scven artificial dams and five natural -
cascades, each of which canbe used for manufacturing purposes.

The volume of water is estimated at 10,000 cubic feet per
second—being sufficient to keep in motion more than one million
of spindles. But a small portion of this immense water power,
is employed; yet the manufactories of cotton and woollen
goods, ﬂour, leather, paper, machmery, pumps, sash, wagons,
and carriages are extensive.

The Jefferson County Institute, located here, is a highly
flourishing and well conducted seminary. It has about 180
pupils. There are several other schools of considerable repu-
tation. G ’

. The village has also a ‘‘ Young Men’s Association for Lite-
rary Improvement,” which is in a flourishing condition, and has
accumulated a reepectable library. Population 4200. .

Sacketts Harbor, in the town of Houndsfield, is an important
village, having one of the best harbors on Lake Ontario. It has
also some manufactories, propelled by water power, furnished
by a canal, extending from the Black river, near Watertown,
to the lake at this place.

The United States government has erected extensive stont
barracks here for troops. They occupy a lot of about forty
acres, surrounded by a fence, on three sides, and the fourth
open to the water. In the military burial ground, attached to
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'ghe barracks; is a monument to the brave and Tamented Gene-
ral Pike, and others, who fell on the nor.hern frontier, during the
late war with Great B itain.

The government has also a ship yard, and ship houses, in
ane of which is the frame of a ship of the line, commenced
during the war of 1812. .

During the war, Sacketts Harbor increased with great rapid-

.ity; but at its close, it experienced a declin¢, from which, how-
ever, it has revived, amid the general prosperity of the county.
Population 2000.

Browncrille, in the town of the same name, is a thriving man-
ufacturing village, situated on the Black river, four miles below
‘Watertown. Population 1000.

De:xter, in the town of Brownville, is a zrowing and impor-
tant village. Its harbor has been improved by the United States
government, and it has now considerable commerce and some

.manufactures. Population 1000.

dams. in the town of Adams, is situated on both sides of
Sandy creek, which here affords a good water power. It has a
young ladies seminary, in a flourishing condition. Population
800. '
Curthage, in the town of° Wilna, is a village of considerable
,-importance. A large quantity of iron is annually manufactured

“here. Population 600.

In the same town is a natural bridge, twelve feet in width,
and six feet above the water, extending over the Indian river.
There is a small scttlement near it.

Cuape Vincent, at the head of the St. Lawrence, is a lake port
of some importance.

Belleville and Ellisburgh,both in the town of Ellisburgh, are
thriving villages.



Square Miles, about 1050.

XXXVI. ALLEGANY COUNTY.

Organized, 1806. «

Population, 31,611.

Valuation, 1845, $4,337,756.
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5. Friendship, 1815.
6. Centreville, 1819.
7. Independence, 1832
S. Cuba, 1822.
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.0. Hume, 1823, 18. Grove, 1827.

10. Allen, 1823. 19. Rushford, 1827.

11. Scio, 1823. 20. Birdsall, 1820.

12. Andover, 1824. 21. Amity, 1830.

13. Belfast, 1824. 22. Genesee, 1830

1. Almond, 1825. 23. Clarksville, 1835,
15, Bolivar, 1825. 24, West Almond, 1835.
16. New Hudson, 1825. 25. Granger, 18317.

.17. Burns, 1826. 26. Wirt, 1837.

Rivers,» N. Genesee River. e. Angelica Creek. i. Black. j. Cold.
o. Canascraga. p. Little Genesee.

“illages. ANGELICA. Friendship. Cuba. Rushford.

*

Bou~varies. North by Wyoming and Livingston; East by
Steuben; South by the state of Pennsylvanin, and West by Cat-
taraugus county.

Surrace. This county forms a portion® of the elevated table

uud which extends through the southern tier of counties, but
the deep channels, worn in the rocks which underlie the county,
by the Genesce and other streams, and the long narrow valleys
thus formed, give its otherwise level surfuce, a broken appear-
,ance. The height of the table land is from 1200 to 2000 feet
above tide wat - . It declines gradually toward the north.
~w=RiveErs. The principal streams are the Genesee river, An
gelica, Black, Cold, Canascraga and Little Genesee creeks.

CANAL. The Gcneeee valley canal has been commenccd but
is not yet completed.

RaiLroap. Theline of the New York and Erie Raﬁroa«l has
been laid out across its southern portion.

CuimaTe. The elevation of the surface produces a low tem-
perature. The winters are long, and the snows heavy. The

county is generally healthy.

Georocy AND MiNEraLs. This county Jies wholly within the
Chemunlg sandstone formation, though the tops of some of’ the
highest hills are capped with the old red sandstone, and con-
glomeratc of the Catskill groups.

Like ‘the rest of this formation, 1t | few mi Is of i There is,
however, some bog iron ore and hy d of iated with calca-
reous tufa. At Cuba is a petroleum, or Seneca oil spring, which has attrncted
considerable attention. The shales of this vicinity'are all bituminous.

SojL AN VeGETARLE PRODUCTIONS. Much of the soil of the
county is fertile, consisting of a clayey and sandy loam; but it is

encrally moist, and better adapted to grass than grain. The
ﬁn-eets are quite dense, and the timber is of large size, consisting
o{ oak, m.aple, beech basswood, ash, elm, hemlock, white and
yellow pine.
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Pursurrs. The people are mainly devoted to Agricultural
pursuits, particularly to raising cattle and sheep. The products
of the dairy are quite large.

Manufactures are principally confined to lumber, flour, fulled
cloths, leather, oi! and potash.

Commerce. The county has Jittle commerce.

Starre ProbucTions. Butter, cheese, oats, potatoes, wheat
and wool. .

Scnoors. In 1846, there were in the county, 234 istrict
schools, averaging seven months’ instruction cach, expending
for tuition, $13,979, and attended by 13,946 children. The libra-
ries contained 0,595 volumes.

The number of private schools was eight, with 142 scholars; of academuca
two, with 229 pupils.

Reuicious DenoviNaTiONs. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte-
rians, Congregationali.sts, Episcopalians and Unitarians. Totul
number of churches sixty, of clergymen, eighty-seven.

History. Allegany county was taken from Genesee, April
seventh, 1806. The two western tier of towns are within the
Holland Land Company’s purchase. The interest of that com-
pany has been purchased by another, since formed. The rest
of the county is comprised in the tragt constituting the Morris
estate, -

It was first settled by Philip Church, in 1804. In 1838 u
remarkable tornado passed over the western section; of a dense
forest of 400 or 500 acres, scarcely a single tree escaped unin-
jured. Bhe wind for the space of twenty miles left traces of its
devastation, yet, strange to tell, though several individuals were
buried under the ruins of their houses, none lost their lives.

In 1846, the towns of Eagle, Pike, Portage and Nunda, werc
taken from this county and added to Wyoming and Livingston
counties.

ViLLAGEs. ANGELWA, located in the town of the same name,
is.the county seat. It is a pleasant village and has some man-
ufactures. Population 1000.

Cubn is a flourishing village. In this place is a spring, from
the surface of which is collected the famed Seneca oil, so much
used for rheumatism and sprains. It was-highly valued by the
Indians, and a square mile around the spring has been set apart
for the Senecas. Population 800.

F'riendship is a village of considerable importance, on the
proposed route of the Erie railroad. Population 800.

Rushford is a thriving and important village. It is increasing
in population quite raipidly. Population 1000.
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Square Miles, 627. Population, 25,808.
Organized, 1806, Valuation, 1845, $2,087,167.
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TOWNSH,
1. Chenango, 1721. 7. Vestal, 1823. ~ *
2, Union, 1731. 8. Conklin, 1824.
3. Lisle, 1801. 9. Barker, 1831.
4. Windsor, 1807. 10. Nanticoke, 1831.
5. Sandford, 1821. 11. Triangle, 1831.
6. Colesville, 1821.

. Mountains. e. Oquaga. f. Binghamton. g. Randolph.
Rivers. CC. Chenango River. G. Susq@fehanna River. Q. Tiough-
nioga River. a. Nanticoke Creck. h. Otselic. .

Villages. BINGHAMTON.

Bounpbanries. Bounded North by Cortland and Chenango;
East by Delaware; South by the state of Pennsylvania, and
West by Tioga county.

SurFace. This county forms the eastern termination of the
great table land of the southern tier of counties. Like the other
pottions of this elevated plain, its surface is much broken by nu-
merous strsams, which have worn deep valleys through the soft
and perishible sandstones which underlie it. The general ele-
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vation of the surfice is from 1400 to 1600 feet above tide water,
and the valleys are depressed from 300 to 400 feet below this
level. In the easterg part the Randolph, Binghamton and
Oquaga mountains rise above the general level. The Susque-
hanna sweeps around the base of the latter, making a very ex-
tensive bend. .

Rivers. The Susquehanna, Chemango, Otselic, Tioughnioga R
and west branch of the Delaware, are the principal rivers of the
county.

CanaL. The Chenango canal enters the county with the
Chenango river, and terminates at Binghamton.

RaiLroap. The route of the New York and Erie railroad has
been laid out through the county.

Cummare. The «climate is salubrious, but from the great ele-
vation of the county, necessarily cool. Large bodies of snow
fall during the winter, and continue late in the spring.

GeoLocy AND MiNEraLs. The eastern and southern narts of
the county belong to the Catskill group, and are composed prin-
cipally of the old red s usion. a d conglomerate—the western
is comprised in the Chemung group, and consists mostly of grey
sandstone and slate. .

Specimens of garnet, tourmaline, agate, por?)hyry, Jjasper, &c., have been col-
lected from the pebbles on the banks of the Susq and Ct go rver
There are several sulphur and one or two brine springs.

SoiL anp VEGETABLE ProbpUcTiONs. The broken character of
the soil renders the county generally better adapted to grazing
than to'the-culture of grain. In the valleys of the streams, oats
and corn thrive well, and wheat is raised to some extent. The
principal timber trees are the white and pitch pine, oak, beech,
maple and hickory. Much of the surfuce of the county is yet
covered with wood.

Pursurrs. ‘Agriculture is the chief pursuit of the inhabitants®
Much attention is pdid towhe products of the dairy. Some grain
is also raised, and summer crops thrive well. .

Manufactures. The water power of its many streams fur-
nishes abundant facilities for” manufacturing purposes, which
the people of this county are beginning to improve. The New
York and Erie railroad will, when opened, give a new impetug
to its manufacturing interests, by affording increased facilitids
for trangportation. '

Lumber and flour, fulled cloths and leather, constitute the
chief articles of manufacture. ;

STapLE PropucTions. Butter, oats, corn and potatoes. .

ScrooLs. Thereare in the county 170 district schools, wlich
in 1846, averaged seven months instruction each. $8676 was
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paid for tuition; and the school libraries contained 13,300 vol-
umes. The number of children taught was 8285, .

There are sixteen sclect schools, attended by 166 pupils; and one academy,
with 212 students.

Reriaious DeNoMiNaTioONs. Preshyterians, Baptists, Conere-
gationaliste, Episcopalians, Universalists and Roman Catholics.
There are forty-six churches, and sixty-one ministers, of all de-
nominations, in the county.

Historv. During Sullivan’s campaign, in 1779, he encamped
at or ncar the present site of Binghamton, in this county, for
several days, awaiting the arrival of the detachment under the
command of General James Clinton. No scttlement was made
in the county, however, till 1787, when Captain Joseph Leonard
removed here from Wyoming, Pennsylvania. IHe was soon
followed by Colonel William Rowe, who emigrated from Con-
necticut.

The land in the southern part of the coanty had been granted
a fcw years previously, to Mr. Bingham, an eminent banker of
Philadeiphia, associated with whom was a Mr. Cox ; and that
now composing the northern towns of the county, was purcha-
sed in 1786, or perhaps earlier, by & company from Massachu-
setts. The amount of lund belonging to this company was
230,000 acres. Having obtained a grant from the Massachu-
setts legislature, (this being a portion of the ten townships ceded
to MMA%sachuselts by New York,) they purchased the title from
the Indiang, by a treaty, concluded at the Forks of the Che-
nango.

By the enterprise and good management of General Whitney,
the agent of Mr. Bingham, the settlements tlourished and in-
creasced rapidly in population. In 1806, Broome county was ret
off from Tioga, as a separate county, and named in honor of
John Broome, at that time Lieutenant Governor of the state.

A large proportion of the emigrants were from New England,
and prohably a majority from Connecticu’.

ViLtages. Bincuamron, formerly Chenango Point, is the
chire town of the county. It is rapidly increasing in business,
and has become already an important inland town. Itis much
engaged in manufactures, and furnishes a rendy market for the
produce of the surrounding country, which is mostly shipped by
canal tothe Hudson, and by the Susquehanna to Philadelphia.

The New York and Eric railroad will soon !)c opened to this
place, and contribute still farther toits prosperity. Toll bridges
constructed of wood, cross the Chenango and Susquehanna
rivers, from this village. Population, nearly 4000. i .

» Chenapgo Forks, Windsor and IHarpersville are villages of
some importance. *

15
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S&uaro miles, 582. Population, 40,987.
Organized, 1806. Valuation, 1845, $6,490,881.
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TOWNS.
1. Brookfield, 1795. 8. Madison, 1807.
2. Cazenovia, 1795. 9, Nelson, 1807.
3. De Ruyter, 1798, 10. Smithfield, 1807.
4. Hamilton, 1801. 11. Lenox, 1809.
5. Sullivan. 1803. 12. Georgetown, 1815.
6. Eaton, 1807. 13. Fenner, 1823.
1.° Lebanon, 1807. 14. Stockbridge, 1839.

Rivers, &c. CC. Chenangoriver. Il Unadilla. k. Oriskany Creek.
a. Cowasalon. b, Canaseraga. d. Chittenango. j. Oneida:

Lakes. Z. Oneida. e. Cazenovia, or Linklaen.

Marshes. f. Great Swamp.

Universities. Madison University.

Villages. MorrisviLLe. Hamilton. Cazenovia. Canastota. Chit-
tenango. .

Bounparies. North by Oneﬁa Lake; East by Oneida and
Otsego counties; South by Chenango coupty, and ‘West L,
Onondaga and Cortland counties. )
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.Burrace, Diversified, and generally hilly, except where the
great swamp cxtends for a distance of eight or ten miles, along
the borders of Oneida Lake.

The elevated ridge or watershed, which divides the waters of
the Susquebanna from those flowing north, crosses this county
near its centre. The hills are, however, generally rounded,
and susceptible of cultivation. This ridge is about 1500 feet

. ubove tide water.

Riverg. On the south, the county is drained by the Chenan-
go, Otsclic and Unadilla rivers. On the north by the Oriskany,
Oncida, Cowasalon, Chittenango, und Canaseraga creeka.
The Erie and Chenango canals pass through the county.

Lakes. Oncida Lake fornls the northern boundary of the
county ; Cazenovia, or Linklaen lake, called by the natives
Haugcena, is a beautiful sheet of water, four miles long by
one broad, surrounded by a fine waving ,country. There are
several small ponds on the dividing ridge.

Curmmave. Healthful, but cool, and very subject to untimely
frosts.

GeoLocy AND MINERALS. Slate is the basis rock of the coun-
ty. It is, however,overlaid for the most part with limestone, of
that formation denominated the Onondaga salt group. Along
the Oneida Lake, sandstone appears, and is found in bould-
eionhzmghout the county. Iresh water limestone, containing
fresh water shells, is found ncar the great swamp,

Argillaceous iror ore occurs in large quantities, in Lenox and is used for
castings; water in and gypsum are abundant m Sulivan and Lenox, sulphur
and brine springs a1 : found 1n the same towns, and in the former is a magnesian
spring, and several thers so highly charged with carbonate of lime as to form
mnérustations on w hatever is cast into them. Marl exists 1n large quantities, 1n
the northern part of the county.

Soi. anp VeceTasLe Propuctions. The soil is generally
fertile; in the valleys highly so: adapted to grain in the north,
and to grpzing in the south. .

The timber 1s similar to that of the adjacent counties, consisting principally of
hemlock, maple and beech. The sugar maple is abundant, and yields large quan-
tities ‘of sugar. In the great swamp, cedar, tamarack, &c. are the principal trees.

Purstuts. Agriculture is the principal pursuit of the inhabit-
ants, whose attention is divided between the culture of grain
and the rearing of stock.

Hops, oats, corn and barley, are more largely cultivated than
wheat”

Manufactures are considerably extensive, for which the fine
water power of the Chittenango and other streams, fur_mshes
ample facilijies. Flour, lumber, woollen goo.ds, distilled liquors,
lezther, ironand potash, are the principal articles manufactured.

The commerce of the county is confined to the transportation
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of ite produce and manufactures, upon the Eric and Chenango
candls.

STarLe PropucTions. Hops, cheese, butter, wool, oats, sugar
and potash. -

ScrooLs. There are in the county 234 district school- houe=s.
The schools were taught in .1846 an average period of eight
months ; 13,523 children received instruction at an expense of
815,721. There were 26,456 volumes in the district libraries.

There were, also, in the county, forty-three private schools, with 1072 pupils,
and four academies, with 198 pupils. There 8 one University in the county,
chartered m 1846, and called Madison Umversity. 1t has in all its departments
209 students.

REeuicious DENoMiNaTIONS.  Baptists, Methodists, Congrega-
tionalists, Presbyterijans, Universalists, Friends, Dutch Reform-
ed, and Episcopakians,

There are eighty-one churches, and ninety-four clergymen,
of all denominations, in the county.

History. Madison county originally formed a part of Che-
nango county, from which it was taken in 1806. The first set-
tlement in the county was made at the village of Eaton, in the
town of the same name, by Mr. Joseph Morse, in 1790,

In 1793, Colonel John Linklaen, agent for a company in Hol-
land, setded in Cazenovia. This Holland Compuny owned a
large portion of the county, and their agent sold most of it .
New England settlers. The growth of the county was not
rapid until the completion of the Erie and Chenango canals
by which a market was opened for its produce.

ViLLages. MoRRrisviLLE, in the town of Eaton, is the seat of
justice for the county. It is situated on the Cherry Valley turn-
pike. It was settled principally by emigrants from Connecticut,
and has some manufactories. Population, about 800.

Eaton, another village in the same town, has a number of
manufactories. Population, about 700. . .

Cazenovia villag.., in the town of the same name, is pleasantly

«situated on the south-eastcrn margin of Linklaen lake. It is
well laid out, and has some manufactures and considerable
trade. The Oneida Conference Seminary, located here, is
under the direction of the Methodist Episcopal church, and isa .
flourishing and well conducted institution. Here is also a high
school and a seminary for young ladies. The village contains
nearly 2000 inhabitants. .

Hamilton village, in the town of thc same name, is principally
noted as the seat of Madison University, formerly the Hamilton '
Literary and Theological Institution. This institution was in-
corporated in 1819, and commenced operations in 1820 It
received a charter as an University in 1846. It is well endow-
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ed, has an able corps of professors, and is in a Highly prosper-
ous conditin. .

There is also an academy of some distinction, in the village.
Population, about 1600. »

Chitlenango, in the town of Sullivan, is largely engaged in
tht manufacture of water-lime, or hydraulic cement. It has
also other manufactures. There is a sulphur spring of some
note, one mile south of the village. It has also other springs,

" eharged with carbonate of lime, and celebrated for their petri-
fying quality.

In this village is an academy, under the patronage of the
Dutch Reformed Chuarch.  Population, 1000. .

Canastota, in the town of Lienox, is a thriving and busy vil-
lage, on the canal and railroad. It derives its name from the
Indian appellation, given to a cluster of pines,avhich united their
branches over the creek, which passes through the village. In
this village is a high school of some celebrity. Population,
about 1300.

De Ruyter is a small but pleasant village, in the town of the
same name. Here is located the ‘“ De Ruyter Institute,” a
flourishing literary institution, under the direction of the .Sev-
enth Day Baptists. Population, 500.

* Madison, in the town of the same name, is a thriving village.
Population, 600.

" Caveadille, in the town of Lenox, and Bridgeport, in the
town of Sullivan, are villages of some importance.
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Square miles, 1232,
Organized, 1808.
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Population, 30,369.

Valuation, 1845, $3,035,315.
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. Olean, 1808.

. Farmersville, 1812.
. Franklinville, 1812,
. Perrysburgh, 1814.
. Great Valley, 1818,
. Little Valley, 1818.
. Ellicottville, 1820.
. Yorkshire, 1820.

. Free'lom, 1820.

. Hinsdale, 1820.

. Connewango, 1823,
. Otto, 1823.

. Ashford, 1824.

. Randolph, 1826.

. Machias, 1827.

. Napoli, 1828.

. Lyndon, 1829.

. New Albion, 1830.
. Mansfield, 1830.

. Burton, 1831,

. Leon, 1832.

. Dayton, 1835.

. Persia, 1835.

. Cold Spring, 1837.
. Humphrey, 1837,
. Portville, 1838.

. Carrolltop, 1842,

. Rice, 1846,
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Rivers. K. Allegany. s. Connewango Creek. b. Oil. c. Great
Valley. e.” Cold Spring. f. Cattaraugus. g. South Branch.
n. Ischua.

Lakes. 1. Lime. m. [schua Creek Reservpir.

Villages. EvvricorrviLLe. Olean. Hinsdale. Lodi.

Bounparies. North by the cpunties of Erie and Wyoming ;
East by Allegany county ; South by the state of Pennsylvania,
and West by Chautauque county.

Surrace. The surfice of the couriy is elevated and much
broken. The high grounds in ite centre divide the waters of
the Allegany from thgse of the Chautaugue Creek. The valley
of the Allegany river*is from one to two miles in breadth, and
has a depression of 700 or 80D feet below the general surface of
the county. North of this river, the land.rises for fifteen or
twenty miles, and attains the summit of the very irregular ridge
which commences at Perryshurgh, on the north-west, and ter-
minates at Karmersville, on the east.

Rivers. The Allegany river, Cattaraugus, Oil, Great Val-
ley, Cold Spring, South Branch, Connewango and Ischua
crecks, are the principal strcams of the county.

Lakes. Its lakesare Lime lake and Ischua creek reservoir.

RaiLroans. 'The line of the New York and Erie railroad
~rpsses the southern part of the county.

Crimare. From the elevation of the surface, the climate is
cold but healthful.

GeovLoGy aND MingraLoGy. Thig county is wholly within the
Erie group. In the northern part, the Ludlowville slate is the
surface rock, with occasional alternations of limestone. In the
central and southern portions, the Chemung sandstone predom-
inates. On the highest points in the county, the conglomerate
of the Catskill group is occasionally found.

The Rock City, situated seven miles from Ellicottville, and
near the line between Great and Little valley, is a remarckable
natural curiosity. .

The rock here is conglomerate, and by the removal and disin-
tegration of portions of it, large masses from fifteen to thirty-five
feet high, have becn left standing isolated, and are separated by
alleys and passages of various widths. The wholearea covered
by these blocks is over one hundred acres. The scene is in the
highsst degree imposing, and impresses upon the beholder the
conyiction that the name has not been improperly chosen.

The mi is are not ; the most valuable are, peat, marl, bog iron
ore and manganese. There are also some saline and sulphur springs; petroleum
or mineral gil, similar to the Scneca od, found m Cuba, Allegany county, has been
wiscovered at Freedom
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Soir anp VEsETABLE PrODUCTIONS. The soil .is well adapted
to grazing. Grain thrives better in the northern section than
in the southern.

Probably no region of equal extent in the United States has
produced more valuable timber.  The forest trees consist chiefly
of pine, oak, hickory, ash, ¢lm, linden, chestnut, walnut, beech,
maple and hemlock. The maple is dbundant, and affords large
quantities of sugar. .

Persurts. The people of this county are an agricultural’
community, paying more attention however, to the productions
of the dairy, and the rearing of cattle, than to the raising of
grain.

Manrufactures. These are in their inﬁmy, and chiefly con-
fined to lumber, flour, fulled cloths, and leather.

The manufacture of lumber 1s prosecuted to a greater extent
than in any other county in the siuate, 200 million feet being
exported from the county annually.

Commerce. The Allegany is navigable for arks and small
steamboats, at high water, to Olean; large quantities of lamber
are exported from this county to Pittsburgh and Cincinnati, by
this channel.

Its sTaPLEs are lumber, potatoes, oats, butter and cheese.

ScuooLrs. The county had, in 1846, 224 district schools, which
were in session an average period of six months each, The
number of children taught was 11,914; the amount paid for
tuition $10,870, and the number of volumes in the district libra-
rics, 16,087.

There were twclve select schools, with 264 scholars.

Reuicious DeNoviNaTioss.  Baptiste, Mcthodists, Presbyte--
rians, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, and Unitarians. The
number of churches of all denominations, ie thirty ; of clergymen,
sixty-seven.

History. This county belonged originally to the Holland
Land Company’s purchiase, and the titles of most of the inhabit-
ants are derived from that Company. 'The first settlement in
the county was made early in the present century, at Olean, by
Major Hoops, of Albany, who named it afier General Hamilton,
‘ Hamilton on the Allegany.”

The next scttlement was in the present town of Persia, in
1813. The growth of the county has becn quite rapid. Corn-
planter and Big Kettle or Ganoth-jowanch, two of the mos. dis-
tinguished of the Seneca chiefs, resided in this county.

A tract along the Allegany river, extending through the
towns of Cold Spring, Little Valley, Great Valley and Carroll-
ton, is still held as a reservation by the Indians. ,
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The Socicty of Friends in Philadelphia, have taken great
pains to instruct the Indians of this county, in the arts of civili-
zation, sending instructors among them, and establishing settle-
ments in the vicinity. Some of the®Indians are now quite
Jvealthy, owning well stocked farms, and large saw mills.

ViLages. ELLICOTTVILLE, the county seat, is situated in the
town of the same name. It was incorporated in 1837, and con-
tains besides the county buildings two extensive land offices.
The sg¢enery around the village is be.utiful. The town receiv-
ed its name from Joseph Ellicott, late principal agent of the
Holland Land Company. Population, 800.

Lodi is a thrivilfii manufacturing village on Cattaraugus
creek, in the towns of Perdia and Collins, in Cattaraugus and
Erie countics. The water power is abundant, and only in part
occupied. Population, 900.

At Hinsdale, is to be the junction of the New York and Erie
railroad, and the Genesee Valley canal. The state is construct-
ing a large basin here. An incorporated academy is located in
this vnllagc Population, 600.

Olean. is advantageously situated on the north side of the Al-
legany river, in the town of the same name. Large quantities
of lumber and other produce are annually exported from this
place. It is to be the terminus of the Genesee Valley canal.

L JI=tion, 500.

“ranklinville, in the town of the same name, is a thriving
village, and has some manufactories. Population, 600.
Cadiz, in the same town, is a village of’ some importance.

15*
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Square Miles, 1017.

Population, 46,548.

Valuation, 1845, $4,586,982.

Organized, 1808.
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TOWNS,
1. Chautauque, 1804. 13. Villenova, 1823.
2. Pomfret, 1808. 14. Mina, 1824.
3. Ellicott, 1812. 15. Ellinfton, 1825.
4. Gerry, 1812, 16. Carroll, 1825,
5. Hanover, 1812, 17. Sheridan, 1827.
8. Portland, 1813. 18. French Creek, 1829.
7. Harmony, 1816. 19. Charlotte, 1829
8. Ripley, 1817. 20. Westfield, 1829.
9. Clymer, 1821. 21. Cherry Creek, 1826.
10. Ellery, 1821. 22. Arkwright, 1829. *
1. Stockton, 1821. 23. Poland, 18G2. )
12 Busti, 1823. 24, Shermln, 1832.




CHAUTAUQUE COUNTY. 3358

" Rivers. a. Tgcht_v Mile Creck. b. Chautauque. ¢. Canadawa. d.
- Walnut. e Silver. f. Catiaraugus. g Chautauque Outlet. h.
Casadaga Creek. j. French. k.Connewango. °
Lakes. L.Erie. o Chautauque. p. Casadaga. q. Bear. r. Finley.
Villages. Mavviie. Jamestown. Westfield. Dunkirk. Fre-
= donia. Fayette. Van Buren.

-

Bouonparies. North by.Lake Erie and Erie county ; East by
-Catraraugus county ; South and West by Pennsylvania.

Sureace. The surface is hilly arl elevated. Through its
central portion, at a distance of from three to six miles from
Lake Erie, and nca&parallel with jt, runs the dividing ridge
which scparates thé@®aters of the lakes from those discharging
into the Gulf of Mexico. This ridge is elevated from 800 to
1400 feet above tide water. From this altitugde it declines to the
northwest, toward the lake, and on the southeast toward the
Connewango creek and the Allegany river. The land lying on
Lake Erie is a rich and fertile alluvium. The hills throughout
the county are nowhere precipitous, but capable of cultivation
to their sumnmits.

Rivers anp Creeks.  The principal streams are the Conne-
wango creck, which drains the eastern and southeastefn por-
‘tions of the county, and uniting with the waters of the Chau-
tauque outlet, in Poland, forms the Connewango river ; Catta-
raugus creek, which separates this county from Erie; Silver,
‘Walnut, Canadawa, Chautauque, Twenty Mile, North and
South branches of French ercek, Great and Little Broken
Straw and Casadaga crecks. Most of these streams furnish
.valuable mill privileges. -

Lakes. Lake Eric forms the northwestern boundary of the
county. Chautauque lake, which gives ite name to the county,
wase so called by the Indians from its form; the Indian name
Chautauqua signifying a pack tied in the middle.

It is a beautiful sheet of water, eightesn miles long, and from
one to five in width. It is 726 feet above Lake Erie, and 1291
above tide water. Its waters are remarkable for their clear-
ness 'and purity, and are abundantly stocked with fish. Two
steamers ply upon it. It is probably the highest body of water
in the world, navigated by steam.

The Casadaga lakes, three in number, each about a mile in
exteht; Bear lake, and Finley’s lake, are the only other lakes in
the county.

. Rawnoaps. The New York and Erie Railroad will pass
through this county, and terminate at Dunkirk. Several other
vailroads have been chartered, but have not been constructed.
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Cuimate. The county has a high reputation for the salu-
brity of its climate. Fruits thrive well here, and attain great
perfection both of size and flavor. From the elevation of its
surface, the winters areg long, but the cold is somewhat mode-
rated by the proximity of the lake.

GeoLocy AND MINERALS. This county belongs entirely to thé
Chemung sandstone group. The rocks of the county consist of
alternate layers of sandstone and slaty rocks. In Harmony,
Carroll, and some other sections, this sandstone furnishesafine -
building material. The zrest of the dividing ridge is occasion-
ally crowned with the conglomerate of the Catskill group.

Bog 1ron ore has been found m several localitieg,but 1n mo great quantity.
Shell marl 1s abundant in the vicimty of the Casadaga lakes. Al and copperas
are spontaneously formed in the town of Shefidan.

Meneral Springs. Sulphur springs are quite us 1n the neighborhood of
Lake Eric. One m Mmaas considerably visited.  The mflanmnable springs, or
those containing carburetted hydrogen gas, are worthy of notice. There are a
number of these along the shypres of Lake Eric. ‘The village of Fredonia, in the
town of Pomfret, 18 hghted by this natural gas. Tt also furmshes material for the
light house at Barcelona, and mught he employed 1n the same way at numerous
other points along the shores of the lake. It 1s entirely free from any unpleasant
odor.

Soi. anp VEeGeTasLe Propucrions. The soil is generally
very good. The section on the shores of Lake Erie, extending
back for a.dnsm.nce of three or four miles, is a rich alluvium,
highly fertile, and well adapted to grains and fruit. The up-
lands are better fitted for grass, and yield abundant crops.

The timber of the county is ouk, maple, beech, black walnut,
butternut, hickory, with some pine and hemlock.

On Walnut creek, about a mile from 1ts mouth, formerly stood a black walnut

tree, 150 feet in height, thirty-six«feet in circumference at its base, and tapering
regularly cighty feet, to the first b, This ¢enormous tree was blown down
1822 It was suppored to be more than 500 years old. ‘The butt, nme feet m
length was excavated, and used for a grocery, at Buflalo. When the Ene canal
was opened, 1t was transported to New York and exhibited to thousands.
. Pursuirs. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the
inhabitants. More attgntion is paid to the rearing of stock and
the produce of the dairy, than to the culture of grain. The
principal grains cultivated are corn, oats, wheat, and some
barley and i{uckwheat. Large quantitics of flax and potatoes,
are also raised. In the latter crop it occupied a high rank
among the counties of the state.

Manufactures. The county is not very largely engaged in
manul‘a'ctures. Flour, lumber, leather and iron, are the princi-
pal articles, and their entire value is between $700,000 and

i
$800,000.
14
D CoI:{zmerce. T'he county has some _commerce. Van Buren,
unkirk, Barcelona and Portland are its principal harbors. .
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" STarLE PropucTioNs. Butter, cheese, wool, pork, potatoes,
" flax, corn and oats.

Scnoot.s There are in the county 308 public schnols In
1846, schools were taught an average period of seven months—
,. 18,376 children receivcd instruction, at a cost of $17,581. The

district libraries contained 30,010 volumes.

There are in the munty thxny-on!- umncorporaual schools, with 562 pupils;
and five d jed by 326

ReEuicious DENomiNaTIONs.  Baptists, Mecthodists, Congrega-
tionalists, Presbyterians, Unitarians, Episcopalians, Universal-
ists and Friends. There are seventy-three churches, and 106
clergymen, of all denominations.

Hisrory. Tradition relates that the French early established
a post at Portland, in this county ; but at what time is not cer-
tainly known. The only Indian scttlement within the limits of
the county, when first explored, was in the present town of
Carroll, on the Connewango creek.

In 1782, a party, consisting of about 800 British and Indians,
with a train of artillery and other munitions of war, spent the
months of June and July around Chautaugque lake, constructing
canoes, and making other preparations to descend the Allegany’
river and attack Kort Pitt, now Pittsburgh. For this purpose
they obstructed the channel of the Chautauque outlet, in order
to raise the waters of the lake.

The firat purchase of lands made in this county, for the pur-
pose of settlement, was in 1801, in the town of Ripley, by Gen.
John McMahan. No settlement was effected, however, till
1802, when Col. James McMahan, brether of the general, loca-
ted himself in the town of Westfield. The same year Edward
McHenry settled in the same neighborhood.

Tn 1796 one Amos Sottle had located in Hanover, but re-
mwoved in 1800 from the county, and did not return for several
years., John' M(-chry, born in 1802, was the first child of white
parents born in the county.

The privations of the early settlers were very great. Often
they were compelled to subsist upon the precarious products of’
the chase, for months, without tasting bread or other provisions.

In 1804, the first town was constituted, and embraced the
whole of the present county. In 1808 the county was provis-
jonally organized ; but not having a sufficient number of inhabit-
ants to entitle it to a separate organization, it remained attached
to Genesee county till 1811.

The whole of this county was included in the Holland Land
Company’s purchase, and from that company and its successors,
the titles to the property were derived.
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During the wan of 1512, the lake coast was several times in-
‘vaded by small parties of the enemy, who, however, never ac-
complished any feats of valor in the county. A party of British
landed at Dunkirk, in 1§13, to deposite some property which
they had plundered from the coast above. Twelve of the boat’s
crew deserted, immediately on landing, leaving only the officer
who commanded the boat, and a single sailor, whom the militia
soon compelled to return to their vessel.

In 1814, an armed schooner pursued some lake boats into
Canadawa creek, and attempted to capture them, but wae re-
pulsed by the militia. About 200 of the Chautauque militia
were called out by Governor Tompkins, for the defence of Buf-
falo ; undisciplined and unaccustomed to withstand regular
troops, they fled early in the actiofi, but were pursued, and a
number killed and sculped by the Indians. Ten or twelve of the
citizens of the county fell in this retrcat, and others were se-
verely wounded. After the close of the war, the growth of the
county was extmordmanly rapid.

In 1835 the Holland Land Company sold out the lands, to-
gether with the outstanding and expired contracts, to T'rum-
bull, Carey and others of Batavia. They had made a like sale
of their *lands in Genesee county, and the new company had
compelled such of the settlers as were unable to complete the
payments on their farms, to pay an additional sum per acre, as
the price of forbearance. This exaction was known as the
Genesee tariff. It soon became generally understood, that the
principles of this tariff were to be applied to (‘haul.auque county,
Meetings were held by the citizens who felt themselves ag-
grieved, and definite information demandcd from the company,
as to their inientions.

After some delay the company announced their determination
to exact the principal and compound interest from all who
would immediately pay for th(.k;i lands, and to require 25 per
cent. advance from those who asked for an extension of time in
payment. o

These exactions, at thxs period, would have depnved many of
the settlers of theu- farms, and reduced them to ruin.

Upon learning the demands of the company, resolutions were
passed by the citizens, denouncing their course and declaring
their determination not to submit to it. On the sixth of Febru-
ary, 1836, a mass of people, mostly from the interior towns,
assembled at Barnhart’s inn, about two miles from Mayville,
about four o’clock in the afternoon, armed with axes, crow-
bars, &c.; and having organized, proceeded to Mayville, about
eight o’clock in the evening. They attacked the officg of the
Land Company, demolished the wood building, and-finally «
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fotced open the stone vault, containing the company’s hooks
‘and papers, carried them to Barnhart’s, and burned them in
the hichway.

From this time, till 1833, all intercourse between the Land
Company and the settlers ceased. In that year a sale was ef-
*fected of the property, to Messrs. Duer, Morrison and Seward,
(late governor of the state,) ard by them an office was opened
in Westfield, and the outstanding claims adjusted to the satis-
faction of all parties.

ViLtages. MavviLLE, the county sent, is a flourishing village,
in the town of Chautauque. It was incorporated in 1830. It is
beautifully situated, cornmanding a fine view of the lake. Its
public buildings are neat ang substantial.

The Mayville academy was incorporated in 1834, and is a
well conducted institiition. A steamboat plies between this vil-
lage and Jainestown, daily, during the summer. Population 500.

Jamestown, situated on the outlet of Chautauque like, in the
town ot Ellicott, is the largest village in the county. It hasa
fine hydraulic power, which is extensively used in manufac-
turing. Lumber, wooden ware, sash, lath, flour, cloth, &ec.,
are manufactured hcre. The Jamestown academy was incor-

, ported in 1836, and is in a prosperous condition. This village
was incorporated in 1827. Population 1700.

Fredonia is a beautiful village, in the town of Pomfret, four
miles from Lake Eric. It has some trade, but is chicfly remark-
able for its inflammable spring, which furnishes a sufficient
quantity of’ gas to light the village brilliantly. It was incorpo-
rated in 1829. The academy here, established in 1824, was the
first in the county, and sustains a high reputation. Popula-
tion 1000.

Westfield, in the town of the same name, incorporated in
1833, is situated on Chautauque creek, one and a half miles
from Lake Erie. It is a thriving, busy village, and has a fine
acaderhy, incorporated in 1837. Populition 1000.

Dunkirk, on Lake Erie, in the town of Pomfret, has heen
designated as the western terminus of the New York and
Erie railroad. It is a village of some business. The United
_States government have expended about $80,000 in the im-
provement of its harbor, which is now commodious for vessels
drawing eight or nine feet water. It is open usually somewhat
earlier than that of Buffalo. Population 1000.

Fayette, at the mouth of Silver creek, in the town of Hano-
ver, has a good steamboat landing, and some trade. Pop. 700.

Portland has a good harbor. Barcrlona has a light house,
illuminated with the gas evolved from an inflammable spring
near it.
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Square Miles, 500. Population, 25,087.
Organized, 1808. Valuation, 1843, $2,318,208.

i

TOWNS,
l. Homer, 1794, 8. Freetown, 1818.
2. Solon, 1798. 9. Marathon, 1818.
3. Virgil, 1804. 10, Willett, 1818.
4. Cincinnatus, 1801. 11. Cortlandville, 1829.
5. Preble, 1808. 12. Hartford, 1845.
6. Truxton, 1808. 13. Lapeer, 1845.
7. Scott, 1515,

Rivers. Q. Tioughnioga. a. Cold Creck. h. Otselic.
Villages. CorTLAND, Homer.

Bounparies. North by Onondaga county ; East by Madison
and Chenango; South by Broome and Tioga; and West by

Tompkins and Cayuga counties.
THE SuRFACE is elevated, and gently sloping to the south
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forming a part of the high central section of the state. Its
- northern boundary lies on the watershed, or dividing ridge be- ~
tween the waters flowing into Lake Ontario, and the tributa-
ries of the Susquchanna river. The broad valleys of the
etreams, and the rounded and fertile hills, give the surface an
" agreecably diversified aspect.

Rivers. The Tioughnioga, rising neur its northern boundary,
with its tributaries, waters nearly the whole county. The Ot-
selic, its main branch, drains the southeastern section. Both
streaths are navigable for small boats, when swollen by the
heavy rains of spring and autumn,

C'LimaTe. Healthy and equable. From the elevation of its
surfuce, the winters are lomg and much snow falls.

GeoLoay anp MineraLs. Slate is the basis rock of the county.
On the north this is covered with Onondaga limestone, or the
limestone and slate of the Helderberg series. On the south
undkcast the Chemung sandstone and shale are the surface
TOCKS.

The mincrals of the county are salt, bog iron ore, and marl. There are also
some sulphuretted hydrogen springs.

SoiL aND VEGETABLE Provuctions. The soil is generally a

. gravelly loam, intermingled with the disintegrated lime and

slate, and is quite fertile, yielding good crops of grass and grain.

The timber is chiefly oak, maple, beech, hasswood, butternut,

elm, and chestnut. Groves ol pine and hemlock are found in
the southern part of the county.

Pursurrs.  Agriculture is the principal pursuit of the inhab-
itants. Much attention is paid to the rearing of cattle; consid-

- erable quantities of grain are also raised. The products of the
dairy are large.

Manu factures are increasing in imporiance in the county.
The principal articles are flour, lumber, cotton and woollen
goods, leather and potash.

S'eatie Probucrions. Butter, cheese, wool, oats, corn, and
flax. Considerable quantities of wheat, harley, buckwheat, po-
tatoes, and pork are also produced.

Sciioors. The whole number of district schools in the county
is 180. In 1846, these were taught, ‘on an average, seven
months, and 9,273 children reccived instruction during the year
at ap expense of $9470. The district school libraries contained
15,197 volumes.

‘T'here are in the county twenty-eight private schools, with 443 pupils, and two
academics with 233 scholars.

RELcious DENoMiNaTIONs. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte-
tians, Congregationalists, and Episcopalians. There arc inthe
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county forty-five thurches, and fifty-four clergymen of all de-
nomingtions.

HisTory. Cortland county comprises a portion of the Military
T'ract, or lands given by the state of New York to her Revolu-
tionary soldiers. It was principally settled by emigrants from
the eastern states, who removed here after the¢ Revolution.

Homer, the oldest town, was organized in 1794. .
The county received its name from General Pcter Van Cort-

landt, who was a large landholder here. It was taken {rom
Onondaga in 1808.

ViLLages. CorrTLAND, in the town of Cortlandville, is the
largest village, and the seat of justice for the county. It is
pleasantly situated on the north branch of the Tioughnioga, and
has a number of fine public buildings. The Cortland female
seminary is a flourishing institution.

'The private residences of the citizens are neat, and many of
them elegant. Population 1500.

Homer, in the town of the same name, is a beautiful and
thriving village on the Tioughnioga. It has an old and flour-
ishing academy of high reputation, with six teachers. and de-
partments for both sexes. In 1846, a large and enthusiastic
meeting of its alumni and friends was held, attended with ap-
propriate exercises.

The village is one of the most beautiful in central New York.
It is considerably engaged in manufactures. The churches,
four in number, and the academy, occupy a public square six
acres in extent. Population 1400.

T'ruxton and Virgil, in the towns of the same names, are
villages of some importance. The former has some manufac-
tures.
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. . TOWNS,

1. Maloue, 1805 9 Duane, 1528

2. Chatcaugay, 1803. 10. Westville, 1529,

3. Constable, 1807. ° 11. Belmont, 1833,

4. Dickinson, 1S03. 12. Bombay, 1833.

5. Bangor, 1812, 13. Franklin, 1838.

6. Fort Covington, 1513, 14, Burke, 1843.

7. Moira, 1827. la Harrietstown, 1843.
8. Brandon, 1828.

Mountains. GG. Chateaugay. g. Seward. h. Adirondack.

Rivers. a. Deer. b. Salinon. c. Trout, d. Chateaugay. e. St.
Regis. f. Racket. j. Saranac.

Lakes. i. Upper Saranac. 1. Lower Saranac. k. Tupper.

Forts. Covington, !

Villages. Mavrone. Fort Covington.

Bounparies. North by Canada East; East by Clinton and
Essex counties; south by Essex and Hamilton counties, and
W est by St. Lawrence county.

Surrace. Elevated and mountainous, in the southern and
southeastern sections, where the Chateaugay range crosses it;
elsewhere it is undulating or level. Mount Seward, and the
Adirondack group, are peaks of this range. Mount Seward has
never been ascended, but its height is computed at about 5000
feet.

Numerous lakes are formed in the valleys of the mountain
ranges.

Rivers. The principal rivers are Salmon, Trout, Chateau-
gay, St. Regis, Decer, Racket, and Saranac.

Lakes. Upper and Lower Saranac, Tupper, and numerous
others of less iinportance.

Cuimate. The high latitude, and elevated surface of this
county render the climate rigorous. The winters are long and
scvere.

GroLoGy AND Minerars. The mountainous district is prin-
cipally of the primitive formation, and is composed of hypers-
thene, granite and gneiss. The two latter, indeed, form the
surface rocks of a large part of the county. The transition for-
mation, however, extends over the northernslope of the county,
and is mainly composed of the Potsdam sandstone, very fine
spccimens of which are quarried in Malone, Chatcaugay, Moira,
and Bangor. In the northeast corner of Franklin township, the
calcif'erous sand rock makes its appearance.

The principal mi Is are magnetic iron ore, found in Franklin, Duane, and
Malone | townulupl, purple scapolite, green pyroxene, graphite in six sided tables,
bog iron ore, tufa, peat, and massive pyrites.

SoiL anp VEcETABLE Propuctions. The soil of the north-
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ern towns is probably equa! in fertility to any in the state. The
southern townships are less pioductive. It is mainly a sandy
loam, occasionally mixed with clay, and .. uch of it encumbered
with stone. y

It is not well adapted to wheat, but grass, oats, barley, corn,
and the esculent roots, thrive luxuriantly.

The forests, which cover the central and southern portions,
are very dense, and consist of white and yellow pine, hemlock,
oak, beech, birch, basswood, elm, and white cedar.

Purevrrs. Agricwlture is the employment of the greater part
of the inhabitants, and their attention is particularly directed to
the raising of cattle, and the cultivation of summer crops. The
preparation of lumber for market, is also the occupation of a
considerable number of the citizens of the county. There is
some commerce on the Salmon river, the only navigable stream,
and a few mines. The ironores already"mentioned will eventu-
ally furnish employment to considerable numbers.

StarLEs. Potatoes, oats, wheat, corn, butter and wool.

ScuooLs. In 1846, there were 120 district schools in the
county, in which 6190 scholars were taught. The schaols were
maintained an average period of seven months, and $6,041 ex-
pended for tuition. The district libraries contained 10,230
volumes.

There were also seven select schooly, with seventy-four pupils, and two acade-
mies, with 113 students.

REeuicious DenominaTions. Presbyterians, Roman Catho-
lics, Baptists, Universalists, Episcopalians, and Congregation-
alists. There are twenty churches, and twenty-nine ministers
of all denominations.

Historv. This county was the home of the St. Regis tribe
of Indians, who, under the dircction of the French, were so
often engaged in hostile incursions upon the colonies of New
Englend and New York, in the latter-part of the scventcenth
and commencement of the eightecnth centuries. 'The tribe
have still a reservation of eleven miles in length and three in
breadth, in the county, lying in the towns of Bombay and Fort
Covington.

A daughter of Rev. John Williams, of Deerfield, Massachu-
setts, who, with his family . was taken captive by this tribe in
17064, remained with the Indians, after her father’s return, mar-
ried one of the chicfi, and one of her descendauts was a few
years since chief of the tribe.

The first settlers were Canadians, who located at French

«Mills, row Fort Covington about the year 1800.
In April, 1804, Messrs. Benjamin Roberts, of Winchester,
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Vermopt, William Bailey, and Nathan Beman, commenced &
settlement at Chateaugay.

Soon after, Mr. Nathan Wood, of Vermont, settled in Ma-
lone. Constable was scttled about the same time.

The first standard captured from the enemy, in the late war
with Great Britain, was taken at Bombay, by Major.G. D.
Young, a native of Connecticut, on the.22d of October, 1812.

Major Young was commandant of a detachment of the Troy
volunteers stationed at French Mills, (now Fort Covington,)
and having learned that a party of the enemy had arrived at
the village of St. Regis, and that more were shortly expected,
resolved to surprise them before they could be reinforced. He
accordingly marched a detachment in the night to the vicinity
of the village, surrouanded the enemy, and captured forty pris-
oners, with their arms, equipments, &c., one stand of celors,
and two batteaux, without the loss of a single man.

A skirmish took place on the 25th of October, 1813, at Cha-
teaugay, between the British light troops and Indians, and a
detachment of American troops, under General lzard, in
which the latter were repulsed with the loss of fifty men.

In February, 1814, a detachment of British and Indians, num-
bering about 2300 men, made an incursion into Malone, and
penetrated as far as Chateaugay Four Corners, when, hear-
ing of the approach of American troops, they retreated ingreat
confusion, suflering severely in their flight, from a storm of
snow and hail. Upwards of 200 men deserted during this
retreat,

Fort Covington, in this county, was erected during the last
war, and a part of the army wintered here in 1813—14.

ViLLaGEs. MALONE, in the town of the samc¢ name, is the
seat of justice for the county. It is situated on both sides of'
the Salmon river, which here furnishesa large amount of water
power, and is surroundeu by a fertile country. In the vicinity
are’ extensive veins of valuable iron ore. The village has
geveral manufactories of cotton goods, leather, scythes, pails,
&c. The Franklin academy, located here, is in a flourishing
condition. Population 1000.

Fort Covington, located at the head of navigation, on Sal-
mon river, is a flourishing village, largely employed in the lum-
ber trade, and has an incorporated academy and several manu-
factories. The fort here was an important military post during
the war. The village was then known as the *French
Mills.” It received its present name in honor of General Cov-
ington, who was ‘slain at the battle of Williamsburgh, INovem-
ber 13th, 1813. Population 1000,



XLIII. NIAGARA COUNTY.

Square miles, 484. Populasion, 34,550.
Organized, 1808. Valuation, 1845, $4,926,089.

TOWNS.
1. Cambria, 1808. 7. Wilson, 1818.
2. Hartland, 1812. 8. Somerset, 1823.
3. Niagara, 1512, 9. Lockport, 1824,
4. Porter, 1812, 10. Newfane, 1824.
5. Lewiston, 1813. 11. Pendleton, 1827,
6. Royalton, 1817. 12. Whe..ifield, 1829,

Rivers, &c. M. Niagara River. a. Eighteen Mile Creek. b. John-
gon’s. c. Tuscarora. f. Howel's. r. Tonawanda.

Falls. SS. Niagara Falls.
Lakes. J. Lake Ontario.
Battle Fields. Niagara.
Forts., Niagara. Schlosser.

Villages. Locxrort. Lewiston. Niagara Falls Village. Youngs-
town.

Bounbaries. North by Lake_Ontario ; East by Orleans and
Genesee counties; .‘South by Erie county,and West by Niagara
river.
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, Surrace. Like most of the other counties lying on Lake On-

tario, “Niagara county is divided by the Ridge Road and the’

mountain ridge,gnto three terraces, of which the two northern-
most rise gradually from the lake shore to the mountain ridge;
while the southern declines almost imperceptibly toward I‘onu.-
wanda creek. The surfuce is therefore generally quite level,
havirg no more than sufficient mcquahty to secure its eﬂectual
drmnage.

Rivers. The county is well watered. Besides Niagara riv-
er, which forme its western boundary, the principal streams are
Tonawanda creek, which divides it from Erie county, Tusca-
rora, Eighteen Mile, Johnson’s and Howel’s creeks, fulling into
Lake Ontario ; and Cayuga creek, a tributary of Niagara river.

Faus. This county, conjointly with Niagara district, Can-
ada West, includes the world renowned cataract of Niagara.

Tao portray fully the w ,‘ of thin stup ..‘ waterfall, exceeds the powers
of the human mind, and requires a I with its grandeurand
magnificence. We shall therefore only am-mpt to describe the different elements
which combine to render it the most extraordinary of natural wonders, and leave
it to the nnagination of the reader to group them into one harmonious whole,
although nothing but an actual view of the falls, from several points, can give any
adequate conception of its surpassing beauty and sublimity.

For a distance of three-fourths of a mile above the falls, the river, over two
miles 1n breadth, hurries forward 1n a succession of rapids, whose roar, combmed

with that of the cataract, may sometunes be heard for a distance of twenty miles. '

The descent accomplished by these rapids, 18 hetween fifty and sixty feet, and
their imposing grandeur strikes the beholder with adnuration and awe. As the
waters approach the fall, the wudth of the nver 13 compressed to about half a
mile. Here 1t suddenly turns to the eastward. making almost a right angle in its
course, and, immediately below the falls, 1x contracted to a width of only seventy-
six rods. In consequence of this hend, the view of the cataract from the Ameri-
can side is more 1n profile than that on the Canada side, where a short distance
below the falls a front view is presented, giving the visitor at a glance an idea of
it« vast magnificence

Just ahove the falls, in the middle of the river, hes Goat or Iris Island, half a
mile long, and about one-fourth of a mile wide. containing seventy-five acres.
This has been connccted with several adjacent small 1slands, by bridges, and these
agam with the American shore. Iris island is heavily timbered, and hnu a num-
ber of fine walke, and a large garden.

* It extends over the cataract, and presents a wall of perpendicular rock, sepa-
rating the crescent or Canadian fall, from the American portion of the cataract.
This latter 1s agnin divided by Luna island. 2 emall islet. There are thus three
distinct cascades, one on the Canadian, and two on the Amercan side.

The lower fall, or that nearest the American shore, 18 more than 300 yards in
width, and 164 feet in height The central fall, extending from Luna to Iris 1sl-
and, has the same height, but is only twenty yards in breadth. lloth have a
gentle curve in their outiine

From the comparative shallowness of the waters on the Amerlcnn side, they
are constantly dashed into foam, ere they reach the precipice.

On the Canadian side of Irin wland, iy the great Horse Shoe or Crescent fall,
over which pour seven-eights of the volume of water composing this mighty
stream. It is about 700 yards in width, and 158 fcet in height. ‘T'he deep green
of its billows is only relieved by the crests of white foarg which surmount th. .n.

To the spectator, standing on Irix itland, the cataract is veiled in a cloud of almost
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impenetrable migt, 3nd all to its v llnﬁl'hnm'{hln denths =
-seem futile. But in the clear sunllght. this mist is the source of new surprise and
admiration ; the rainbow, “ the crescent of the abyss,” with ifg everchanging hues,
spans the impenetrnblc cloud, and adds new beauty to tHFscene. The view
from Table rock, on the Canadian side, is more distinct, and gives the spectator
a better comparative view of the three falls.

Terrapin Bridge, 300 feet from Goat 1sland, extends ten feet over the falls, and
near its end, in the water, and upon the. edge of the precipice, a stone tower,
forty-five feet high, has been erected. The view of the fall from the top of ths
tower is very grand, but requires some steadiness of nerve.

‘The banks of the river below the precipice constitute an almost perpendicular
wall, neprly 200 feet in height, requiring artificial means for descending to the
water’s edge. For this purpose, three staircases have been crected. The first
is on the main land, on ﬂn, American side, giving access to the ferry. Recently

a railway, d by 1 lic power, has been constructed. to facilitate the de-
scent. The river is cmssed in mfet“ 1 a row boat, propelled by a single person.
A was 1 in 1829, on the perpendicular face of Ins isl-

and, at the expense of the late Nicholas Biddle. A rudy,but strong fhight of com-
mon steps leads down a steep dvchvlty of ahout fony feet, to the head of the Biddle
stair case, which is 1n the formm of a h lar steps, that wind
up:mlly round a large and sohd oaken shaft. The dem?ent m:compluhed by these
is about 80 feet. Paths lead from the foot of these stairs, to the river brink, to

the verge of the British fall, and to the Central foll, and the Cave of the Winds
behind 1t.

The third staircase is on the Canadian side, and i the visitor under the

overhanging ledge of Table rock. llcre he will find a path leading unger the

Sreat-Crescent fall, by which. if he chooses to venture, he may pass, for a dis-
. tance of about 150 feet, behind this vast mass of waters.

The depth of the river, a short distance below the cataract, is 250 feet. The
quantity of water poured over the falls has been variously estimated.  Dr. Dwight
computed it at more than 100 millions of tons per hour.

About three miles below the falls, 18 a whirlpool, produced by the projection of
a rocky promontory, against which the waters of the river have, for ages, hurled
their angry billows in vain. In this whirlpool, timber and the dead bodies of men
or animals, which have been precipi i over the are often retained for
days, and sometimes for weeks, ere they pass the narrow outlet. About a mile

*Irlow this is a deep ravine, where formnerly there was another whirlpool, but the
waters, after centuries of unceasing action. wrought out for themselves a more
quiet passage. This gloomy dell was, some seventy-five or eighty years since, the
scene of a fearful tragedy, which will be related 1n the historical sketch of the
county. [t is called “the devil's hole.”

Lakes. Lake Ontario forms the norghérn boundary of the
county. *

CanaLs. The Eric canal passes through the southeastern
and southeru por ons of the county.

Raimroans. The Buffulo and Niagara falls railroad connects
Niagara falls with the lines of railroad from Albany. There is
also a railroad co inecting Lockport and Niagara falls with a
branch) extending to Lewiston.

CummaTE. Owing to the vicinity of the lakes, the climate is
nild and equable. It is considered healthful. Here, as in Erie
county, fruits flourish in greater perfection, and vegetation is
earlier than in the same parallels in the eastern counties.

GEoLoGY AND MraEraLs. The Medina sandstone is the basis
rock of the county, and makes its appearance near the Lake

: 16
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* shore; above this appears the Clinton group of Emestones; the

Niagara group forms the surface rock of the second terrace,and”

abounds in fossillr; the Onondaga sult group appears as the sur-
face rock of the third tefrrace, and contains as usual large quan-
tities of gypsum, and numerous brine springs.

Bog irun ore is found 1n various parts of the county ; copper, in minute quan-
tities. has been discovered near Lockporf; sulphate of strontian, calcareous spar,

Iph of hme, selenite, pearl spar, and occmnonnlly fluor spgr, and
lnlphum of zinc. are found at Lockport. Sulphur springs are numerous ; some
of them have considerable reputation. ‘The brine springs are tao weak to be of
much practical value. There is also a chalybeate spring, and one emitting car-
buretted hydrogen gas. in suflicient quantity to maintain a steady flame. Shell
marl is found 1n the swamps.

Soii. axp VEGETABLE PropucTtioys. The roil is hlghly fertile,

yielding grains and grasses in abundance. Fruit is cultivated
here in great perfection. The timber is mainly oak, beech, ma-
ple, tamarack, ash, &c.

Pursurrs. A majority of the inhabitants arc engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits. The culture of wheat and the other grains,
occupies the attention of most of the farmers of the county.
Butter and wool are also produced in considerable quantities.

Thqmanuf ictures of the county ure numerous, and constant-

ly increasing in value and importance. Flour is manufactured=
in large quantities. Lumber, cotton and woollen gnods, iron »

ware, potash and leath(,r, arc the other principal articles pro-
duced. Their value, in 1845, wasnearly two millions of dollars.

Commerce. 'The commerce of the county is qultc cxtensive,
both on the lake and on the canal. Lewiston is the principal
port on the Niagara river.

StarLe Propucrions. Wheat is the great staple of thi
county. The other principal agricultural products, are oats,
corn, potatoes, peas, butter and wool.

ScuooLs. In 1846, there were in the county 158 district
school-houses, in which schools were maintained an average

rind of eight monthswsach. 11,919 children received, instruc-
tion, at an expense for tuition of $15,034. The number of vol-
umes in the district libraries was 16,612,

822 pupils were in«tructed in twenly-mnc select schools. There werg also in

y one y, and one femal Y, with 185 studenta.

RBLIG[OUS DenomiNaTions. Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap-
tists, Episcopalians, Friends, Congregationaliste, Universalists,
Dutch Reformed, Lutherans, and Roman Catholics. There
are fifty churches and fifty-nine clergymen of all denommatmns,
in the county.

History. In 1697, M. de la Salle erected a palisade fort a’t
or near the site of Fort Niagara.

In 1712, the Tuscarora Indians removed“to this county fréin
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North Carolina,>and united themselves with the Iroquois-<con-

ederacy, which thenceforth assumed the name of ‘‘ the Six Na-
tions.” They still hold a reservation, of about 5000 acres,
lying in the town of Liewiston. They are about 200 in number,
»and are mostly in prosperous circumstances. They have a
church and school, both under the direction of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

In1725, the French erected a fortat the mouth of the Niagara
river, in this county, in pursuance of their design of connecting
their Clanadian settlements with those on the Mississippi, by a
chain of military posts.

Here their efficient emissaries, the Jesuit missionaries, won
the affections of the simple hearted red men, by their ready
compliance with their dress and customs; and extolling the
power and grandeur of the French monarcHs, incited them to
deeds’of aggression and bloodshed against_the English. Not
long after the erection of this fort, a stockade fortress, since
known as old Fort Schlosser, situated about a mile above the
falls, was also crected.

In 1759, Fort Niagara was captured from the French, by the
British army, under the command of Sir William Johnsont It
waus rebuilt and gurrisoned anew the same year.

During the revolution, it was held by the British, and from
its time-stained walls, issued numerous bands of' Indians and
tories, bound on expeditions of bloody revenge, or lawles# plun-
der, to the hapless valleys of the Schoharie and Mohawk. To
this place, too, they brought the prisoners and scalps they had
taken, to claim the reward which a British ministry offered for
these evidences of their own inhumanity.

In 1796, this fort was surrcndered to the United States. At
that time there was but one white family, beside the occupants

.of the fort, within the present limits of the county.

: During thelate war with Great Britain, the American garri-
son, consisting of 370 men, were surpris®d by an unexpected
attack from a force of more than 1200 British troops, who crosst
ed the river, and after a brief but severe struggle, captured the
fort. Sixty-five of the garrison were killed, and twenty-seven
pieces of ordnance, with a large quantity of military stores, fell

"into the hands of the captors. In March, 1815, it was again
surrendered to the United States. On the 14th of September,
1826, Morgan, of antimasonic notoriety, was confined in the
magazine of the fort. by the French. It was 0ces
. bt that during its occupancy by renc was -
.io?';:;;g u:: : an;l:s: for state o'i;’indem; and from that t:me to the close of
the revolution, deeds of crime and blood were committed there, which the light
of tif® judgment day aloge #vill reveal.
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On the 17th of September, 1763, a company of troops, num-
bering with the teamsters, about 175 men, were escorting a
yuantity of stores to Fort Schlosser, and had reached the ravine
known as the Devil’s Hole, on the Niagara river, when they
were beset by a party of Sene a In ians who were then in the,
French interest, and all but two murdered, or dashed to pieces
in their fall over the precipice.

One, a druammer, was saved by the strap of his drum being
caught in the branchesof a tree, in hie fall; the other, a man by
the name of Stedman, being well mounted, forced his way
through the hostile crowd and fled, at the utmost speed of his
horse, to Fort Schlosser. His clothes were riddled with balls,
but he was unhurt. The Indians Considered his escape as mirac-
ulous, and gave him a large tract of land, embracing all that he
had rode over in his flight.

In December, 1813, the British burned I.ewiston, Youngs-
town, Manchester, (now Niagara Falls village,) and the Tusca-
rora Indian village, alleging the burning of Newark, in Canada
West, by the Americans, as an excuse for their barbarity.

Early in December, 1837, alter the failure of the attack of the
*“ Cahadian patriots,” (so called,) on Toronto, McKenzicand
Sutherland, two of their leaders, who had escaped to the Uni-
ted States, together with some twenty-five of their adherents,
took possession of Navy island, in the Niagara river, above the
Falls,nd remained there nearly a month, bidding defiance to
the Jritish troops, who werc congregated on the Canadian
shore, to the number of 3000 or 4000 men.

The ranke of the *‘patriots” were constantly reinforced by
volunteers from the American frontier, until they numbered
about 600. The British fired upon them, and killed one man;
the firc was returned, and preparations made to cross into Can-
ada. when by the interposition of General Scott, the island was
evacuated, and the patriot army dispersed. .

It was during the eccupation of this island, that Mr. Wells, )
of Buffalo, the proprietor of a small steamboat, called the Car-
oline, formed the project of running hie steamer as a ferry Boat,
between Navy island and old Fort Schlosser, in order to accom-
modate th.e numbers who wished to pass and repass daily.

Accordingly, on the 29th of December, the boat commenced ~
running, and_ having made several trips during the day, was
moored at night, beside the wharf at Schlosser. Numbers
who had bee!\ attracted by curiosity to the place, were umble’
toobtain lodgingsat the tavern, the only dwelling in the vicinity,.
ang t:;mtght.dm;ct'))mml(:dationu on board the boat. '

ut midnight, the watch on board the stea
a boat‘ approaching ; he hailed, but befort he c::lel:d ;l;::r{lelg
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alarm, a body of armed men from Canada, rushed on bpard,
crying ¢ cut them down, give no quarter;”’ no resistance was
made on board the boat; all who could do so, escaped to the
shore. Five persons were known to bé killed.

o The boat was cut from her moorings, towed out into the
etream, set on fire, and suffered to drift down the river, and over
the falle. It was supposed that several persons were on board

. at the'time she went over the cataract. This outrage produced
great excitement on the frontier, and had well nigh involved
our government in a war with Great Britain.

ViLLages. Lockport, the county scat, is a large and busy
village in the town of the same name. It was founded in 1821,
and incorporated in 1829. The Eric canal here descends, by
five massive double locks, sixty feet. Before reaching these
locks, in its progress eastward, the canal passes, for several
miles, through a deep cutting of limestone, where the walls
of rock, on cither hand, rise twenty or thirty feet above the
level of'the canal. The descent of the canal furniches an im-
mense water power, which ie purtially improved. The village
has a great variety of manufactures. Several very large flour

_mills are inoperation. Population, 6800. »
. Niagara Falls Village is a beautiful and thriving place,
deriving much of its importance from its proximity to the cata-
ract. 1t has been proposed to devote the waters of the Niagara
at this place, to manufacturing purposes, but it is to bexhoped
thatsuch a prcject may never be carried into execution. Popu-
lation, 1000.

Lewiston, in the town of the same name, has considerable
trade with Oswego, and other ports on Lake Ontario. Here is
also a ferry acrose the Niagara river, to Queenstown. It is the
head of steamboat navigation on the river. Population, 900.

Youngstown is a thriving little village in the town of Porter.
It has a good steamboat landing, and is connected with the vil-
lage of Ningara, in Canada, by a steam fefry. Population, 700.

Middleport, in the town of Royalton, is a village of some im-
portance.
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Square miles, 919. Population, 18,727.
Organized, 1809. Valuation, 1845, $1,468,283.

TOWNS,
1. Mamakating, 179S. 7. Bethel, 1809.
2. Lumberland, 1798. 8. Fallsburgh, 1826.
3, Nevisink, 1798, 9. Cochecton, 1828.
4. Rockland, 1798. 10. Forrestburgh, 1838.
5. Thompson, 1504, 11. Collikoon, 1842,

6. Liberty, 1807.
JMountains. P. Shawangunk mountains.

Rivers. H. Delaware river. R. Nevisink. a. Collikoon, e. Mon-
gaup. g. Bashe’skill. k. Beaverkill. i. Little Beaverkill.

Falls. On the Mongaup and Nevisink, Fallsburgh and Forrestburgh.
Lakes. h. White Lake. 1. Long Pond. m. Round. n. Sand. .
Canals. Delaware and Hudson canal. :

Villages. MonticrLLo. Bloomingsburgh, Wurtzborough. Falls-
burgh. Cochecton. o
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Bounparies. North by Delaware and Ulster counties ; East
by Ulster and Orange ; Sonth by Orange county and the Dela-
ware river ; and West by the Delaware river.

Surrace. Hilly and mountainous. 'Fhe Shawangunk moun-
. tains occupy the casternsection of the county. The western face
of these mountains is precipitous, but they descend by a gentle
declivity on the east. The remainder of the county has an ele-
vated surface, divided into numerous ridges, by the streams
which, intersect it

RIVBRS The Delaware forms the south-western boundary of
the county ; the other principal streams are the Collikoon, Mon-
ﬁ‘ﬁlp and Nevisink rivers, Bashe s, Beaver and Little B(,a.ver

ills.

Lakes. The county ahounde with small lakes, among which
are White Lake, Long Pond, Round Pond,’ and Sand Pond.

Canars. The Delaware and Hudson canal passes through
the valley of' Bashe’s kill.

CuimaTe. Cold but healthy. Vegetationis about two weeks
later than in Ulster and Orange counties. In some parts of the
county frost occurs cvery month.

. QvoLoay aAND MineraLs. This county comprises several

-geolowu al formatious of interest. The western half. and a por-
tion of the northern section, belong t e old red sandstone
formation, or Catskill group; the central'and southern porti»ns
are composed of the Chemung sandstone and shales; as we
proceed eastward we encounter successively the limestones of
the Hamilton group, the Helderberg limestones, the gray Sha-
wangunk sandstone and grit, which torms the largest portion of
the surface rock of the county ; and the Hudson river elate.

The number of minerals 18 not large.  In the vicinity of Wurtzborough, and in
other parts of the county. _hunes of lead ore have becn opened, which promice to

productive and val Crystalhzed wron and copper pyrites, sulphuret of
zinc, and quartz crystals of great beauty, have been found 1n connection with the
lead at these localitie: The red d: affords, m some places, a fine building
matenal, ¢ -

Sow. ann VeeerasLe Propucrions. The soil of the uplands
is fertile and well adapted to the production of the grasses and
more hardy grains. In the vallcy of the Delaware it is cold and
wet. The county is well adapted to grazing. The timber con-
sists principally of pine, hemlock, beech, maple, linden, oak and
tulip tree.  But little more than one temh of the soil is under
cultivation.

SPunrsurrs.  The people of this county are mostly devoted to
aqru,ulture. But little grain is raised, and that prmclpally
corn, oats and buckwheat. The products of the dairy receive

coﬂsulemb‘[e attention. .
Manufactures. Leather and lumber are extensively manu-
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factured. The latter finds its way to market by the Delaware
river.

Commerce. The Delaware and Hudron canal furnishes an
easy mode of transportation for the produce of the eastern sec-
tion of the county. The Delaware river is navigable in the
spring, and immense quantitics nf lumber are rafted down it.

Mines. There are lead mines near Wurtzborough, in the
town ol’ Mamakating.

StapLes. Oats, corn, butter, beef, pork, lumber and lather.’

Scaoors. In 1846, there were in the county. 118 district
school-houses, in which 6328 children were instructed at an ex-
pense for tuition, of $8793. The schools were in session an
average period of eight months each. The district libraries
contained 10,379 volumes.

There were also eight select schools, with 178 scholars, and one acad with
thirteen pupils. -

Reuiciovs DENomMINaTIONS. Mcthodists, Presbyterians, Dutch
Reformed, Baptiste, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, and
Friends. Total number of churches, twenty-eight ; of clergy-
men, twenty-three.

Hisrory. In 1777, or 1778, several persons having been kiled
by the Indians in Rochester, Ulster county, the commander of
the garrison at Ho in Wawarsing, who had two or three
hundred troops unde; command, determined to intercept the
Indians on their return, and punish them for their barbarities.
He accordingly called for volunteers, and Lieutenant John Gra-
hams offered his services. They were accepted, and with a
licutenant’s guard, consisting of twenty men, he made his way
to a place since called Grahamsville, in the town of Nevisink.

Unpracticed in the arts of Indian warfare, they were no match
for their wily foes. 'T'he Indians decoyed them from their posi-
tion, induced them to waste their firc upon a single Indian, and
then shot them down, and scalped them. But three of the num-
ber escaped to carry to the garrison the intelligence of the losa
of;their comrades.

The town of Mamakating belonged to the Minisink patent,
and was settled by the Dutch at an carly period. The remain-
der of the county belonged to the Hardenburgh patent, and was
not occupied till near the commencement of the present century.
The emigrants, with the exception of those who located at
Mamakating, werc mostly from the eustern states. The county
was named in honor of General Sullivan, of revolutionary
memory.

ViLaces. MonTiCELLO, in the town of Thompson, was found-
ed in 1804, by Messrs. S. F.and J. P. Jones, and made the courty
seat at the organization of the county in 1809. Population, 700.

Llo mingsburgh is a pleasant village, in the town of Mama-
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kating. It ie fn the midst of a fine agricultural country. - It has
an academy. Population, 600.

Wurtzborough, in the same town, is a flourishing village,
named after the projector of the Delaware and Hudson canal.
Near the village is a lead mine of considerable iiportance.
Population, 500. .

Liberty, Fallsburgh and Cochecton, in the towns of the same
names, are villages of considerable importance.

XLV. SCHENECTADY COUNTY.

Square miles, 186. Population, 16,630.
Organized, 1809, Valuation, 1845, $2,739,421.

AA
TOWNS. -
. Sch tady, 1684. 4. Neskayuna, 1809. :
;.'Pﬁi:cneetzn, {798. 5. Glenville, 1820.
3. Duanesburgh, 1801. 6. Rotterdam, 1820.

Rivers. AA. Schohariekill. F.Mohawk river. a. Norman’s kill.
Lakes. e. Maria.
Citiessand Villages. ScHMENECTADY. Duanesburgh. Rotterdam.

. Bounparies. North by MonEomery and Saratoga; East by
‘Saratoga ; South by Albany and Schoharie ; and West by Scho-
ie, counties. Seh 1nd iy ia agreeably
oSurrace. The gurface of Schenectady county is
diversified with hills, plains and valleys. Flint hills extends
16* .
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through a part of the southern section, and a spur of the Kaya-
derosserasrange passes through the town of Glenville, nearly to
Schenectady. On the banks of the rivers arc extensive flats.

Rivers. The Mohawk, Schoharie kill and Norman’s kill, are
the principal streams.

Laxkes. Lake Maria isa small body of water in Duanesburgh.

CanaLs. The Erie canal crosses the Mohawk near the east-
ern line of the county, and passes along the south west bank of
that river.

RaiLroaps. It has four lines of railroads, the Mohawk and
Hudson, Troy, Saratoga and Utica railroads, all centering in
the city of Schenectady. 5

Cuvate. The climate of this county is mild and salubrious,
but subject to considtrable extremes of temperature.

GeoLocY AND MiNErALS. The Hudsonriver group, consisting
of grits and shales, or slaty rocks, is the prevailing surface rock
of this county. The Utica slaic makes its appcarance in the
neighborhood of Glenville. The whole county is overlaid by
clay and gravel, to the depth of from fifiy to one hundred feet.

! Bog wron ore occurs near the hine of Albany county. There are several local-
{ties of calcarcous spar, one of which resemblcs arragonite. Quartz crystald and
common jasper are also four n the county.

SoiL AND VEGETA 'ronucTioNs. The soil is various. The
extensive alluvial tracts along the Mohawk and other streams,
are exceedingly fertile. The hills and plains are either a light
sandy or clay loam, less fertile, and sometimes barren.

Pine and oak are the principal forest trees.

Pursuits. Agriculture is the leading pursuit of the inhabit-
ants. Wheat and barley are extensively raised. The rearing
of cattle occupies some attention.

Manufactures are quite limited. Flour, cotton goods, iron
and leather are the principal articles.

Commerce. By means of its canal and railroads this county
enjoys ample facilities for the transportation of its produce.

TAPLE PropnUcTIONS. Oats, potatoes, corn, barley, rye, buck-
wheat, wheat, butter and cheese. )

Scnoons. This county had in 1846, seventy-five common
schools, with 3614 pupils. They were taught an average pe-
riod of eight months, at an expense of $4960. The district
libraries numbered 7115 volumes.

There were two select schools, with twenty- A
108 pupils, and a college, with eleven proft y :‘:: ;;:léolnr: ; an academy with

REevicious DenomiNaTions. Dutch Reformed, Presbyterians,
Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Universalists, Roman
Catholics and Friends. The whole number of churchesris
twenty-four, of clergymen, thirty-four.
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Historv. This county was one of the first settled in the
" state. Previous to the year 1620 several Dutch traders estab-
lished themselves here, to traflic with the Indians for furs.

The firet grant of lands was made in 1661, to Arcndt Van
Corlacr and others, on condition that they purchased the soil from
the natives. The deed was obtained in 1672, and signed by
four Mohawk chiefs. It comprised a part of the present city of

Schenectady. :

* In November, 1665, Governor Nichols granted to Mr. Alex-
ander Lindsay Glen, a Scotch gerileman of ancient and noble
descent, a tract lying on the Mohawk, and comprising most of
the present town of Glenville. Mr. Glen resided for a number
of years in Albany and Schencctady, and in 1690 removed to
his patent, where, in 1712, he erected a country seat, which he
named Scotia, and which is still standing. *

According to tradition, Nesknyuna wag settled in 1640. A
patent for land in this town was granted to Harmon Vedder, in
1664.

On the eighth of February, 1690, the village of Schenectady,
then containing sixty-three houses and a church, was burned,
and.sixty-threc of its inhabitants murdered, twenty-seven car-
. ried captive, and others perished, from the severity of the sea-
son, in the attempt to escape. oy

The marauders who thus rushed upd# the slecping and de-
fenceless inhabitants, like wolves upon the sheep fold, were a
party of 200 Frenchmen and about fifty Indians, from Canada,
who had nearly perished from hunger and cold in their murder-
ous expedition. ’

Having plundered and destroyed the village, they commenced
their return, but were pursued by the Albany militia and the
Indjans friendly to the Knglish, and twenty-five of their number
killed.

In 1748, the Canadian Indians made®another hostile incursion

into th& county, and killed a Mr. Daniel Toll, who had gone
about threc miles from Schenectady, in search of some stray
horses. On receiving intclligence of his murder, about sixty
young men, from Schenectady, started in quest of the enemy.
They were soon surprised by a party of Indians in ambush, and
more than half their number were killed. The remainder suc-
ceeded in reaching a house near by, where they kept the enemy
at bay, till the Schenectady militia came to their aid, when the
.Indians fled and returned to Canada. Thirty-two young men,
of the best fumilies of Schenectady, fell in this afiray.

The county was, with few exceptions, settled by the Dutch,
ghd remained a part of Albany county until 1809.
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. Cimies aANp ViLLAGEs. SCHENECTADY city, the, seat of justice
for the’county, is situated on the south branch of the Mohawk
river, fifteen milcs northwest of Albany. As has beensalready
stated, it was founded ar a very early peri- d.

Previous to the construction of the Erie canal, it was a place
of very considerable business, as goods intended for the western
trade were shipped upon the Mohawk at this place. After the
completion of the canal, most of this trade was transferred to
Albany ; but the numerous railroads which now center here,
have given it a new impulse, and its business and population
have materially increased within a few years past.

The city has some manufactories—the principal are flour,
paper, cotton goods, iron, leather,s tobacco, malt liquors, &c.
Population 6555.

Union College, which is located here, was founded in 1795,
and received its name from the fact that its founders were mem-
bers of different religious denominations. It has a corps of
eleven professors, and three principal edifices, two of brick and
one of stone. Its apparatus is very complete, and ite library
large and valuable. It is amply endowed, and has property to
the anrount of $450,000. Attached to the college building-is a
tract of land, 250 acres in extent, a part of which is laid out in
walks and pleasure gr s. Itsseituationis highly picturesque.

Rotterdam is a small manufacturing village, in the town of
the same name.

Duanesburgh is a village of some importance.



XLVI. PUTNAM COUNTY.

Square Miles, 216. Population, 13,258.
Organized, 1812. Valuation, 18435, $2,929,318.

. TOWNS,
1. Kent, 1788. 4. Patterson, 1795.
2. Philipstown, 1768. 5. Southeast, 1795.
3. Carmel, 1795, 6. Putnam Valley, 1838.

Mountains. FF, Highlands. U. Taghkanic Range. -

Peaks. c. Anthony’s Nose. d. Sugar Loaf. e. Bull Hill. f. Break-
neck Hill.

Rivers. C. Hudson River. S, Croton. b. Peekskill.

Lazres, &c. Mahopack Pond. i. Shaw’s Pond.

Villages. CarmeL. Cold Spring.

Bounparies. North by Dutchess county; East by the stapf
of Connecticut; South by Westchester county, and West by
the Hudeon river.

Surrace. Putnam is one of the most mountainous counties
in the state. The hills are not, however, generally abrupt or
precipitous, but rounded and susceptible of culiivation almost
to their summits. It is well adapted to grazing.

- The Highlands extend across the western part of the cotnty.
The range commences at the river, in the routhwest corner of
Philipstown, and takes a northeasterly course, extending into
Dutchess county. In Philipstown there are several considera-
ble peaks, the most prominent of which are Anthony’s Nose,
Sugar Loaf, I'ull Hill, Breakneck Hill, and High Peak. The
highest of these peaks is 1580 feetabove the level of the Hudson.

‘In the eastera part the Taghkanic range extends through the
count , from north to south.

Rivers. Beside the Hudson, which forms the western bound-

“ary of the county, the Croton river and its branches, and the
Peekskill, are the only streams worthy of notice. -
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Lakes. Mahopack and Shaw’s ponds, in the, town of Car-
Tel, af'e the only bodies of water of importance. The first is
nine miles in circumference, and has two islands ; the other is
much smaller in extent, ¢

T re cuimaTe is healthful, though cool.

GeoLoGY AND MiNerars. This county belongs to the south-
eastern primitive district of the' state. Granite, gneiss, and
primitive limestone are the prmclpal rotks. Inthe town of Bat-
tereon, and at several other points in the county, beds of traris-
ition limestone occur. They are, however, of emall extent.

‘The principal minerals of this county are iron ore, of the magnetic and hema-
titic varicuies, in great abundance, and of superior quality ; copperas, arsenic,
copper ores, chrome 1ron ore, serpentine, ashestus, dolomite, tremolite, pyroxene,

, ep zircon, sph albite, graphffe, peat, and phosphate of hme.

SoiL aNp VEGE! rapLE PronucTions. As might be expected
from its geological character, the timber is principally oak,
chestnut, ash, maple, hickory, &c. The soil is perhaps natu-
rally sterile, but treated with plaster, produces luxuriant crops
of'blue grass, herds-grass, and clover. The appearance of the
farms indicate that the owners are possessed of competence.

Pursuits. Agriculture is the principal pursuit of the inhab-
itants. *Considerable attention is paid to the dairy, and to the
rearing of cattle, sheep, swine and fowls. Much of the pro-
duce exposed for sale in theNew York markets is brought from
this county.

Manufactures receive some attention.

The West Point foundry, at Cold Spring, is the largest in the
United States, and employs more than four hundred men.
‘There are one or two other foundries in the county. The other
manufactures are of comparatively little importance. There
are iron mines in Philipstown, Putnam Valley and Southeast.

Commerce. There isbut one good landing on the Hudson in
this county, that of Cold Spring. Some commcrce is carried
on from this point.

Starie Propucrions. Butter, beef, wool and mutton are
the principal staples. Calves, lambs, fowls, &c., are also car~
ried to the New York market in large quantities.

Scroous. There are in the county sixty -three pubhc schools.
In 1846, these schools were taught on an average nine months;
3245 children received instruction, at an expense of $6562. The
libraries of the district contained 8618 volumes. There were
also, ten private schools, with 124 pupils.

Reuclous DenNomiNaTIONs. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
rians, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics and Friends.

History. This county was settled at an early period, but re-
mained attached to Dutchess till 1812, At the base of the Sugar’
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Loaf, in Philipstown, stands Beverly house, formerly the resi-
dence of Col. Beverly Robinson, a loyalist, who, during the rev-
olution, went with his family to New York, and thence to Great
Britain. His estale was confiscated by the legislature, and his
family banished. This house was the head quarters of General
Putnam, General Parsons, and the traitor Arnold. It was here
that Arnold received the intefligence, that his treason was re-
. vealed, and from the landing on this estate he made his escape
on bpard the British sloop Vulture.

From the foot of the peak called Anthony’s Nose, to Fort
Montgomery, a chain and boom were stretched, by order of the
continental congress, in the autumn of' 1776, for the purpose of
obstructing navigation, and preventing the enemy from ascend-
ing the Hudson. This chain was broken the same year, by the
British. *

In 1778, Captain Machin, the enginees who had constructed
the former chain, superintended the making of anothef® of twice
its diameter, which extended from West Point, to a battery at
Constitution Island. This was never broken by the enemy, but
was taken up every autumnn, and replaced in the sprmg. It
weighed 186 tons.

ViLracrs. CARMEL, in the town of the same name, is the seat
of justicc for the county. In picturesque beauty, and healthful-
ness of situation, Carmel is surpassed by few villages in the
state. Declining gradually to the shore of Shaw’s lake, a beau-
tiful sheet of water, it presents one of the loveliest landscapes
on which the eye can rest. Population 350.

Cold Spring, on the bank of the Hudson, in Plnhpstowg!
is a thriving village, supported mainly by the mammoth iron
foundry, about a mile from the landing. Population 1500.

Southeast is a well watered and fertile town. Joe’s Hill, a
noted eminence, extends west from Connecticut, into the centre
of the,town.

Iron ore is abundant in this town, and of good quality. There
are scveral ponds of considerable size.



XLVI. WARREN COUNTY.

8quare Miles, 912. Population, 14,908.
Organized, 1813. Valuation, 1845, $976,433.

. TOWNS.
1. Queensburgh, 1788. 6. Hague, 1807,
2. Luzerne, 1792. 7. Chester, about 1809.
3. Athol. about 1800. 8. Caldwell, 1810.
4. Bolton, about 1805. 9. Warrensburgh, 1813.
5. Johnsburgh, 1805. 10. Horicon, 1838.

Mountains. EE. Kayaderosseras. HH. Clinton. m. Luzerne.
Rivers. C. Hudson. e. Jessup’s Creek. f. Schroon Branch.
Lakes. X. George. 1. Schroon. d. Brant.

Falls. k. Hadley. n.Glen’s. o. Baker’s.

Battle Field. Caldwell.

Fort. Fort George.

Villages. ‘CALDWtLL. Glen's Falls.
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Bounpariess North by Essex; East by Washington ;. South
by Saratoga, and West by Hamilton county.

Surrace. This county, with the exception of a small portion
on the south, has a very elevated and Yugged surface. The Lu-
zerne or Palmertown range of mountains traverses the eastern
section, the Kayaderosseras the central, and the Clinton range
the western portion of the county. Many of their summits at-
tain an altitude of from 800 to 1200 feet. The towns of War-
rengburgh and Luzerne, are compar atively level.

Rivers. The Hudson, Schroon Branch and Jessup’s creek, are
the principal streams. They have a southerly direction through
the county.

Fauls. Hadley, Jessup’®, and Glen’s falls, are on the Hudson.

Lages. Lake George, which has already been described, and
Schroon lake are the most important.

CrimaTe. Cold but healthy.

GeoLoGy ANp MinNeraLs. With the e\ceptlon of d%mall bed
of Trenton limestone, in the valleys in the southeast part of the
county, the whole county is primitive—composed of gneiss, with
some hypersthene, granite and primitive limestone. Serpentine
is 4lso found in veins between the predominant rocks.

Iron 18 derably abund The magnetic ore is freq but does not
occur in large masses; porcclain clay, black marble of very fine quality, (from
the vicinity of Glen's Falls,) verd antique, black lcad or graphitc. and peat, are the
most important of the useful minerals. Besides these, fluor, zircon, pyrites, mas-
sive feldspar, tourmaline, rutile, rhomb spar, quartz crystals of great beauty, .ud
calcareous spar occur in several Jocalities.

SoiL anp VeceTABLE PrODUCTIONS. The soil of the greater
part of the county is sterile. Some fertile land, however, js
found in the narrow valleys, and in the level portions above
mentioned. A heavy growth of timber covers its hills, consist-
ing of pine, spruce, fir, cedar, oak, maple, beech, elm and ash.

Pursuits  Agriculture is the leading pursuit; but the settle-
mentg arc sparse, and mn many sef’t]ons the gigantic timber
is not yet felled. Many of the inhabitants are engaged in pre-
paring lumber for market. The county seems to be very well
adapted to grazing ; corn, oats and potatoes also succeed well.

The manufactures are thase common to a new country 3
lumber, leather, potash, flour and fulled cloths. At Glen’s Falls,
marble is also largely manufactured. The quantity of lumber
sent to market from this county is very great.

The commerce of the county is _mostly confined to the trans-
portation of its own productions to market, by the Champlain
canal.

Tue S TAPLES are lumber, corn, potatoes, oats, butter and
wool.
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Scroows. In 1846, there were 115 district schools, sustai~rd
an average period of six months each, and at an expense for
teachers wag.s of $48G69. The number of scholars was 4993,
and of volumes in the schnol libraries 7951. There were e.levcn
private schools, with 525 scholars, and one academy, with
ninety-five pupils.

Reuicious DeNominaTioNs. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte-
rians, Friends, Universalists, and Episcopalians. The whole
number of churches is twenty-eight, of clergymen, thirty-four.

Hisrory. In the French war of 1754—63, a number of inter-
esting events occured in this county.

In August, 1755, General Johnson, (afierwards Sir William, )
led a force of about 5000 troops, including 1000 Indians, under
the command of Hendrick, the celebrated Mohawk chieftain, to
attack Crown Point. « About the lust of the month he encamped
at the south end of Lake George, and made preparations to
convey hig troops, by water, to the foot of the Lake. The Ba-
ron Dieskau, the commander of the French forces, meantime,
had descended the lake in search of his antagonist. On the 8th
of September, General Johnson received intelligence of his ap-
proach, and despatched Colonel Williams, with 1200 men,. to
attack him.

Taking advantage of the dense forests, Dieskau had formed
his troops in a crescent, and Williams erelong found himself
surrounded by the enemy. He soon fell, as did Hendrick, both
fighting with the utmostbravery. Lieutenant Colonel Whiting,
of New Haven, Connecticut, the second in command, ordered

retreat, which he condueted with such skill and mtrc,pldn),
‘)‘ t his troops returned to the camp without disorder, and took
their places in the ranks.

Dieskau pressed on in pursuit, but halting hismen, toarrange
them for the onset upon the English camp, the English forces
recovered their firmness and awaited his attack without dis-
order. 'The Indians, in th> cmploy of the KFrench, were soon
driven oft by the cannon, and fled.

Dieskau led up the main body of his troops, but in vain ; they
were repulsed again and again, and after an obstinate action of
five hours, the English, leaping over the breastwork, engaged
the French hand to hand, and soon put them to flight. Dies-
kau was mortally wounded and taken prisoner. The loss of
the French was very severe. The British commander. Gene-
ral Johnson, was wounded in the early part of the conflict, and
resigned the command to General Lyman.

For this success, the first which had attended the English
arms during the war, General Johnson was rewarded with a
baronetcy and a donation of £5000.
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The day following the Hattle a detachr ént from Fort Ed-
ward attacked the fugitives of Dieskau’s army, on French moun-
tain, and killed the greater part of them.

Sir William did net proceed after this vi t y to Crown Point,
which if attacked might have been easily carried, but satisfied
himself with erecting and fortifying Fort William Henry at the
head of Lake Georg . '

* In August, 1757, this fort was taken by the Marquis de Mont-
~€alm, the commander of the French forces. Colonel Monroe,
who commanded the garrison, made a brave resistance, but the
failure of General Webb to send him reinforcements, and the
want of ammunition, at length compelled him to capitulate,
which he did on the most*honorable terms.

No sooner, however, had the French obtained possession of
the fort, than the terms of capitulation were most shamefully
broken ; the Indians rushed upon the defenceless troops, and
plundered and murdered them without resistance. *Montcalm
had promised an escort, but it was withheld, and they were
compelled to flee, as best they might, from the murderous as-
saults of savages thirsting for blood. The wounded and the
women and children were the first o fall victims to their bar-
barity, but the more able-bodied did t escape. It was com-
puted that nearly 1500 were thus butchered.

The fort was destroyed by Montcalm. Fort George was
erected as a substitute for it, on a more commanding site, but
was never the scene of any important action. Burgoyne de-
posited most of his stores here in 1777.

Many i.teresting incidents also occurred during the Frenca
war, along the shores of the Horicon lake. At Sabbath-uay
Point, in 1756, a party of Provincial troops defeated a force of
French and Indians, who attacked them. Here, too, Lord Am-
herst, with his army, stopped on a Sabbath morning for re-
freshment..

Roters* Rock, is noted as the plave where that bold and fear-
less partizan eluded the pursuit of the Indians, and gave them
the impression that he had escaped down the face of the pre-
cipice.

The name of Pierson’s Island, marks the spot where Eng-
lish | risoners were confined during the French war. Howe’s
Point, the spot where that brave and much lamented young
nobleman landed, immediately previous to the battle of Ticon-
deroga, in which he was slain.

The first settlement in the county was made about 1770, at
Luzerne and Queensburgh. Johnsburgh was settled in 1790.

TheJessup natent, in the southern part of the county, com-
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prised 40,000 acres of land. It was granted in 1774, to a large
company. The town of Caldwell was founded by Mr. James
Caldwell, a large landed proprietor. In most parts of the
county the population is sparse.

ViLLages. CaALbweLL, the shire town of the county, is de-
lightfully situated on the southern extremity of Lake George.
It abounds with interesting associations connected with the
early history of this county. Population 200.

Litwwuy Pond, a short distance southeast of the village, com-
memorater by ite name the bloody conflict of September 6th,
1755. The bodiecs of nearly 1000 of the slain, mostly French-
men, were thrown into it.

Glen’s Falls, located on the north bank of the Hudson, in
the town of Queensburgh, was incorporated in 1839. It is
largely engaged in the manufacture of marble, lime, and lum-
ber. The marble is fsund on both sides of the river, and is
highly prized for the beauty of its color, (black) and its free-
dom from flaws. The falls at this place have a total descent of
fifty feet, affording great . ydraulic power, and presenting a
picturesque and beautiful landscape. A bridge 600{ect in length
crosses the river just above the falls. The navigable feeder
of the Champlain canal passes through the village. Here is
an incorporatcd academy, and a female seminary. Population
2500.

Chester, in the town of the same name, is a pleasant village,
situated in the midst of a fertile country. The *‘ 8.0one Bridge”

= the northern part of the town of Chester, is a great natural
&riosity. The stream which it crosses, enters the county from
Essex, about thirty rods above the bridge, where it falls over a
rocky precipice into a natural basin ; thence, turning to the east,
it divides into two branches ; the northern passing under anarch
of granite forty feet high and about eighty feet chord, diminish-
ing in size as the stream d-scends; this branch may be followed
156 feet from the entrance ; the southern and larger branch forces
its way through the rock, by a passage which is explored with
great difficulty, being at times narrow and confined, and at
others opening into caverns of great depth, and thirty or forty
feet in diameter. At the distance of 247 feet from the entrance,
the two streams, having united during their subterranean pas-
sage, again make their appearance, beneath a precipice fifty-
four feet high, which terminates the bridge: T..e arch an this
side is five feet high and ten wide,



" XLVIIl. OSWEGO COUNTY.

Square miles, 923. Population, 48,441.
Organized, 1816, Valuation, 1845, §5,332,083.

TOWNS.

1. Mexico, 1792. 12, Granby, 1818.

2. Redfield, 1800. 13. Hastings, 1825.

3. Williamstown, 1804. 14. Albion, 1825.

4. Volney, 1806. 15. Sandy Creck, 1525.
5. Hannibal, 1806. 18. Boylston, 1828,

6. Richland, 1507. 17. Barish, 1828.

9. Constantia, 1808. 18. Amboy, 1830.

8. Scriba, 1811. 19. Palermo, 1832.

9. New Haven, 1813. 20. Schroeppel, 1832.
10. Orwell, 1817. 21. West Monroe, 183).
11, Oswego, 1818. 22. Greenboro, 1844.

Rivers. a. Oswego River. i.Oneida Outlet. b, Little Sandy Creek.
c. Salmon River. d. Salmon Creek. e. Deer Creek. h. Oswego
Falls.

Lakes and Baga. JeOntario. Z. Oneida. k. Fish. 1. Mexico Bay.
f. Little andy Creek Bay.

Battle Fields. Sacketts Harbor.
Forts. Oswega., Ontario.
Villages. Punasxi. Osweco, Fulton. Mexico.
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Bounparies. North by Lake Ontario and Jefferson county ;
East by ‘Lewis and Oneida; South by Oneida Lake, Onondaga
and Cayuga counties, and West by Cayuga and Lake Ontario.

Surrace. The southeastern, southern and western portions
of the county are level, the interior rolling, and the northern
portion rising into hills. A ridge, 110 feet in height,r 1 s wes-
terly through the county, about eight miles north of the south-
ern boundary, forming the watershed or’ dividing line betwec 1
the northernand southern waters. The Oswego breaks throygh
this at the great falls at Fulton in the town of Volney.

Rivers. The Oswego is the principal river of the county.
The other important streams are Salmon river, Salmon creek,
Little Sandy and Catfish creeks, flowing into Lake Ontario;
Scriba and Bay crecke, flowing into Oneida Lake, and Scott
and Black creeks, tributaries of the Oswego. The west branch
of Fish creek, from Onzida county, drains some of the eastern
towns of this cou v,

Lakes, Bays, &c. Lake Ontario washes the whole north-
western boundary of the county. Uneida lake forms nearly one-
third of its southern boundary. Fish lake, and several other
small ponids add to its picturesque beauty. Mexico bay is an
indentation of Lake Ontario some ten miles broad. Little
Sandy Creek bay is a small land-locked inlet from the lake
in the northwestern part of the county.

The Oswego canal, which connects the Erie canal with Lake
Ontario, passesthrough the southwestern portion of the county,

s"{llowing the valley of the Oswego river.

vLmaTe.  The climate, influenced by its proximity to the
lake, is more uniform than in some of the other counties. Fruits
thrive well. It 18 considered healthful.

GeoLogy AND Minerars. The geological formations of
this county are v ry simple. The basis rock is a slaty sand-
stone, making its appearange on the surface in the ‘northwest
section of the county. Grey sandstone overlies this on the east,
extending into Lewis county. Red sandstone comes next in
order, and covers the southern portion of the county, except a
narrow etrip along the south border. 'The Clinton group,
(limestone, ) occurs in several eections of the county, butis gen-
erally thickly covered with alluvial deposits.

The county has no minerals of importance. There is a single locahty of bog
iron ore, and some weak brine spri in the red i formation.

SoiL anp VEGETABLE PRopuctions. The soil is generallf
rich and fertile, but better adapted to grazing than the growing
of grain. The timber is oak, pine, beech, basswood, ash, but-
ternut and hemlock. The grass cropsare very large and of fine
quality.
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Pursurts. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the iny
habitants. The culture of grain and the rearing of cattle,
sheep, and swine, each receive a large share of attention. The
county is usually reckoned one of the first of the grazing coun-
ties. Oats and corn are raised to a greater extent than wheat.

Manufactures. Some attention is paid to manufactures, and
such is the amount and convenience of the hydraulic power of
thd<ounty, that we may anticipate a great increase in this re-
spect, when the county becomes more fully settled. At present,
gour, leather, and fulled cloths, are the principal articles pro-

uced.

Commerce. The commerce of this county is large, Oswego
being one of the best ports 8n Lake Ontario. Much of the Can-
ada trade enters the state from this direcgion, as well as that
from Luake Erie by the Welland canal. The commerce on the
canal is also very large.* 4

SrarLe ProbucTions. Butter, ¢ cese, wool and oats.

Scuoows. There are 272 district school-houses in the county.
In 1846, schools were taught on an average eight months.
17,143 children received instruction, at an expense of $17,838.
The district libraries contained 24,511 volumes. '

There were in the county, twenty-two private schools, with 403 pupils, and three
academies, with 178 students.

REeLiciovs DenominaTiovs. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte-
rians, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Dutch Reformed, and
Roman Catholics. There are fifty-two churches, and seventy-
two clergymen of all denominations in the county.

History. In 1722, under the direction of Governor Burnet,
a trading hous was erected at Oswego, on the cast side of thé
river. In 1726, in order to prevent the encroachment of the
Freneh, Givernor Burnet erected old«Fort Oswego, on the
west side of the river. 1In 1755, Fort Ontario, on the east side
of the rjver, was constructed, under the dircction of Governor
Shirley. On the 14th of August, 1756, both these forts, with a
garrison of 1600 men, and a large quantity of ammunition, were
surrendered to the French, under Montcalm, who had be-
sieged them with a well appointed force of 5000 men, and met
with stubborn and long continued resistance.

In 1759, the pentagonal fort, called Fort Oswego, was built.
The post was surrendered to the United States, by the British

,Ggmrnment, by the treaty of 1794.
. uring the late war, its garrison, commanded by Lieutenant

) * TABLE OF COMMERCE OF OSwEGO COUNIY.
Tonmge enroljed and licensed, 1848, - - - tons, 11,410
Flour ship ¥ Oawego, 1086, o T . -0 44560
Property shiped for other states by way of Oswego, ‘271,416
‘Tolls on the ego canal, 1845, - - - 868,347
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Colonel Mitchell,'with an effective force of less than 300 men,
sustained an attack from the British force, which consisted of
more than 3000 troops, for two days, and fi1 ll; retreated in
good order, with a loss during the whole conflict of'o ly forty-
four in killed and wounded, while tl € loss of the enemy was
235. The Briti h, chagrined at their want of su..es , ¢ acua-
ted the fort in about twelve hours.

Fort Oswego, on the east of t' e river, occupies a station
a little north of Fort Ontario, and has recently been repaitod,
by the United St t s government. It is one of the most impor-
tant military pos:s on the lake.

The settlement of the county did not commence till after the
Revolution. The towns west of Osw gori r belonged to the
Military Tract, and were granted by the state to officers and
soldiers of the New ‘York line.

The townships - the east sidec of the river constitute a part
of “* Scribu’s patent.” These lands werc originally granted by
the state to Nicholas Roosevelt, of New York, but he not com-
plyi ith the terms of the purchase, a large portion of them
were sold to George Scriba, a native of Germany, and then an
opule .merchant in New York. The town of Richland, part

f Volney, and about o ‘e half of Scriba, were purchased by
Messrs. Alexander Hamilton, J. Lawrence, and J. B. Church.

ViLLaces. Osweco village, siiuated o o: cides of the
Oswego river, in the towns of Oswego and Scriba, is the half
shire town of the county. As the terminus of the Oswego ca-
nal, it is a place of considerable importance, having an exten-

" sive forwarding trade. It has an inexhausti .« water power,
dnd is largely engaged in manufactures. Its flour il s are of
great size. The harbor is rtificial, and is formed by two piers,
extending from the mauth of the river, one 1250 feet long, the
other 250. These were erccted by the gencral government, at
an expense of $93,000. The village is regularly .laid out and
well built. Population akout 5000.

Puwaski, the other county seat, is a small but thriving village.
in the town of Richland. It has valuable water privileges, as
yet but partially improved. Population 800.

Mezxico, in the town of the same name, is a thriving village,
situated on Salmon creek. It has some manufacturcs, and an
academy of some note. Population 600.

Orwe:l. The falls of the Salmon river at this place are wor-
thy of notice. The stream is about ten rods wide, and after
rushing over rocks for about two miles, plunges perpendicularly
107 feet. The banks of the stream are eighty feet high above
the falls, and about 200 below them.

Fulton is a large and busy village, in the town of Volney, en- °
gaged in manufactures, for which the falls in the Oswego, fur-
nish ample facilities. Population 2400,



XLIX. TOMPKINS COUNTY.

Square Miles, 580. Populatiofi, 38,168.
Organized, 1817. Valuation, 1845, 84,001,719.
JKM

\
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5 \7’:\ 3

TOWNS,
1. Ulysses, 1801. 6. Hector, 1812.
2, Dryden, 18(3. 7. Groton, 1817.
3. Caroline, 1811. 8. Langing, 1817,
4. Danby, 1811. 9. Enfield, 1821.
7. Newfield, 1811. 10. Ithaca. 1821.

Rivers. a. Fall Creek. b. Salmon. c. Six Mile. e. Halsey's.
Falls. {. Taghannuc fallsin Ulysses, Fallsat Ithaca.

Lakes. BB. Seneca. DD. Cayuga.

Villages. Itnaca. Trumansburgh.

Bounparies. North by Seneca and Cayuga counties; East
by Cortland and Tioga; South by Tioga and Chemung, and
‘West by Chemung county and Seneca lake.

Surrace. Tompkins county forms a portion of the great table
1aud of Western New York. Its soythern portion is most ele-

17
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,vated, rising frorh 1200 to 1400 feet above tide water while on
“the sHores of Cayuga and Sencca lakes it is 800 or 900 feet
lower. 500 feet of this depression, however, occurs within two
miles of the lakes, where the streams running northward fall
over the ledge of the Chemung sandstone, which forms the limit
of the highest terrace of the table land.

Rivers, &c. Salmon, Fall, Six Mile, and Halzey’s creck are
the only streams of importance. By their rapid descent. t]xey
furnish extensive and valuable hydrauhc privileges.

FaLLs. The most remarkable falls in this county are the. Ta{,F-
hannuc, upon Halsey’s creck, at the distance of one mile from
Cayuga lake. The whole dcsccnt, within a short distance, is
300 feet. A single cascade leaps down a perpendicular preci-
pice 216 feet, with a sheet of water"sixty feet wide and two feet
deep. The falls arpund Ithaca also possess great attractions
to the lover of the wonders of nature. Fall creck has a descent
of 438 feet within ore mile. On the Cascadilla, 1s a fall of 100
feet, in the form of a gizantic stairway.

Lakes. Seneca lake forms a portion of the Western boun-
dary of this county. while Cayuga lake indents it on the north
for a distance of about cighteen miles. The scenery at the south-
ern ex‘remity of the latter is highly picturcsque.

Rairoaps. The Ithaca and Owego railroad extends from
Ithaca to Owego, the county seat of Tioga county. It is
twenty-nine and a half' miles in length. The proposed route of
the New York and Erie railroad is through this county.

Cuate. The climate of the county is mild and agreeable,
modified in some degree, perhaps, by ita proximity to the Sen-
eca and Cayuga lakes. Fruits thrive bere in great perfection.
It is regarded as healthiul.

GeoLocy AND Minerars. The whole county, with the ex-
ception of two small tracts on the shores of the Cayuga and
Seneca lakes, in the towns of Lansing and Hector, belongs to
the Erie group, and consists in the north, of the Ludlowville
shales, and in the south ¢f the Chemung sandstone. The two
small tracts, to which we have referred, are patches of lime-
stone, belonging to the Hamilton group, which appear, beneath
the sandstone, near the shores of the lake.

It has but few minerals. Marl and gypsum occur in considerable quantities.
Calcarcous tufa has heen found, near Ithaca, investing mnoss, &c. andmnducum in
popular phmseology. petrifactions. There are two or three suiphur springs, of no
great reputation, in the county.

Soi. aND VeGETABLE Provuctions. The soil is, from the
geological structure of the rocks, highly fertile, and does not re-
quire, in most parts, the addition of any femhzmg agent to
maintain or increase its productiveness, the decomposed rocks
affording a sufficient stimulus. The hills are productive to their
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simmits, and afford luxuriant grazing, while the valleys yield
large crops of grain. F'ruit isextensively and profitably cultiva-
ted. The timber consists of oak, white and yellow pine, hem-
lock, beech, maple, basswood, elm, ush, poplar, cherry and
chestnut.

Pursurrs. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in-
habitants. Oats, corn, buckwheat, wheat and potatoes are
rai~d in conkiderable quantities; the products of the dairy are
-wery large, and much wool is grown b, the farmers.

Manufactures also occupy the attention of a considerable
number of the inhabitants. Flour, oil, woollen goods, lumber,
leather, distilled liquors, paper and potash, are the principal
articles produced. The munufactures of the county in 1845,
amounted to nearly one and a half millions gf dollars.

Commerce. Itscommerce is quite extensive. By means of
the lakes, it has a direct communication zvith the Erie canal,
while by the Ithaca and Owego railroad the produce of the
couanties south of it, is brought to a market, and the manufactures
of the county distributed over Tioga and Chemung counties,
and northern Pennsylvania.

STapLes. Butter, cheese, wool, oats, buckwheat, wheat and

, potatoes.

ScrooLs. In 1846, there were in the county 215 district
schools, which were in session an average period of eight
months, furnishing instruction to 12,881 children, at an expense
for tuition of $21,045. The number of volumes in the district
libraries was 24,648. w

There were also se private schools, with 497 scholars, and two acad-
emies, with 231 pupils.

REeLicious DENomMINATIONS. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
rians, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Unitarians, Dutch Re-
formed, Universalists and Friends. The whole number of
churches, is seventy-four ; of clergymen, seventy-five.

History. The towns of Newfiel## Danby, and Caroline,

ere purchased of the state, by Messrs. Watkins and Flint.
The remainder, (except a small portion in the northeastern
part of the town of Dryden, which belonged to the ten town-
ships granted to Massachusetts,) formed a portion of the Mili-
tary Tract, and the settlers derived their titles through the sol-
diers’ patents. The county was organized in 1817, and was
named in honor of the late Daniel D. Tompkins, formerly
.“Governor of the state, and Vice President of the United States.
Prevxous to the completxon of the Erie canal, it was in a lan-
“guishing condition, but since the opening of the canal, its agri-
o;ltura.l and mt.nufacturmg interests have greatly prospered.
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Its early settlers were chiefly from New England. The found-
ers of the town of Lansing, were Germans from Pennsylvania.
ViLLAaGes. ITHACA village, in the town of the same name, is
the seat of justice for the county. It js situated partly on the
alluvial flats bordering Cayuga lake, (from which it is about one
and a half miles distant,) and partly upon the hills, which form a
natural amphitheatre around it. 1t is regularly laid out, its
buildings are neat and tasteful, and its streets well shaded.

It is tinely located for trade, communicating freely by means of
the lake and canal, with eastern and western New Yeork, and
by the railroad and the Susquehanna river, with the coal region
of Pennsylvania. The completion of the Erie railroad will still
further increase its facilities for business. Its lumber trade is
very great.

In available hydraulic power for manufacturing purposes, it
is necond to no villags in New York. Itis already largely en-
gaged in manufacturing. Here is located an incorporated acad-
emy, with spacious buildings, for the instruction of both sexes,
a large Lancasterian school, and numerous select schools, in a
flourishing condition. Population, 4200.

Truniansburgh, in the town of Ulysses, is a flourishing vil-
lage, with some manufactories. Population, 1000.

Danby, in the town of the same name, is a thriving village.
Population, 500.

Dryden, in the town of the same name, Burdette, in the
town of Hector, Ludlowville, inthe town of Lansing, and New-
Jield, in the town of the same nagme, are villages of some im-
portance.



L. ERIE COUNTY.

Square miles, 876. Pogulation, 78,635.
Organized, 1821. Valuation, 1845, $11,831,960.

TOWNS.
1. Newstead, 1804, 4. Buffalo, 1810.
, 2. Aurora, 1804, 5. Eden, 1812,

3. Clarence, 1808. 6. Concord, 1812,
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.7- Hamburgh, 18}2. 15. Alden, 1823.

®8. Botton, 1812. 16. Colden, 1527.

9. Ambherst, 1818. 17. Lancaster, 1833.
10. Holland, 1818. . 18. Black Rock, 1837.
11. Wales, 1818. 19. Brandt, 1838.

12. Collins, 1821. 20. Chictawaga, 1838.
13. Evans, 1821. 21. Tonawanda, 1838,

14. Sardinia, 1821. .

Rivers, &c. M. Niagara river. b. Ellicott’s creek. d. Senuca.
f. Cattaraugus g. Cauquaga. h. Two Sisters. e. Cazepover
1. Buffalo. n. Cnyuga. p. Murder Creek. r. Tonawanda Creek.

Lakes. L. Erie.

Islands. W. Grand Island.

Battle Fields. Lake Erie. Buffalo. ®

Cities and Villages, Burraro. Black Rock. Williamsville.
Springville. Auroraville.

Bounpames. North by Niagara county ; East by Genesee
and Wyoming ; South by Cattaraugus and Chautauque coun-
ties ; and West by Lake Erie and Niagara river.

Surrace. This county lies upon the great western plain.  Its
northera half is level or gently undulating ; the southern is hilly,
particularly along the streams; the dividing ridge which sepa-
rates the waters flowing northward, from the tributaries of Cat-
taraugus creek, passes through the southern tier of towns.

Rivers. The county is well watered; Tonawanda creek
forms its northern boundary. Its principal tributarics are Mur-
der and Ellicott’s, or Eleven mile, crecks. Buffalo creek, formed
by the union of Seneca, Cayuga, and Cazcnove creeks, waters
the central portion of the county. The other streams are
smaller : the principal are Cauquaga, or Eighteen mile, Two
Sisters, Delaware, and Little Buffalo crecks.

Lake Erie forms a portion of its western boundary.

Grand Island, in the Niagara river belongs to this county

CumMaTe. From its pPoximity to the lake, the climate is
moist, warmer in winter and cooler in summer, than some othes
portions of the state. The vegetation is from eight to ten days
earlier than in the same parallels in the eastern part of the
state.

GeoLoGy AND MineraLs. The Onondaga salt group, (lime-
stone,) is the basis rock of this county. 1t appears on the sur-
face in the northern tier of towns. The Helderberg series suc-
ceed this in the towns of Buffalo, Chictawaga, Lancaster and’
Alden, and these in their turn give place to the Hamilton group .
of hmestoncs. In the southern half of the county, the, Casha-

qua, or Ludlowville shales, and the Chemung !a.ndstones formt,
the surfacarocks.
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The limestone is extensively quarricd in the neighborhood of Niagara river and
the Lake. It 1s not, however, generally susceptibie of a high polish, but saakes &
fine building materwl, when hanmer-dressed. Water hmestone 1s found on
Grand Island. Petroleum springs risc a few miles southl.m of Cuyuga creek.
Iron pyrites, copper ores n small quantities, and water | are the pr
minerals. There 1s a sulphur spring about four miles from Buffalo, and one on
Grand Island, containing free sulphuric acid 1n a very diluted state. The bitumin-
ous shale, in which the petroleum springs rise, 18 so thoroughly unpregnated with
bitumen that it burns freely when ignited.  Geodes, or masses of impure lime-
stone, exhibiting fantastic and singular forms, occur in this as well as in some of

- the‘other counties.

SoiL AND VEGeTABLE Propuctions. The soil is generally
good, consisting of warm, sandy, gravelly loam, occasionally
mingled with clay, and well adapt<d to wheat ; in the southern
part it is more clayey, and js very productive of grass.

The timber is large and abundant in the southern part, con-
risting of oak, beech, maple, linden, elm, csh, poplar, hemlock,
white pme, butternut, black walnut, wild cherry, &c. In the
north it is pnm,lpally diminutive oaks ahd underwood. The
}»e.u‘h and other fruits atiain extraordinary size and per-

ction.

Pursuits. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in-
habitants. The culture of grain and of grass occupy nearly
cqual attention. -

Manufuctures also form the occupation of a large number of
the inhabitants. Flour, lumber, cloths, iron, leather, malt
liquors, distilled liguors and potash, are the principal articles
manufactured. 'I'he flour mills produced, in 1845, flour to the
value of more than a million of dollars. The entire value of the
manufactures of the county, during the same year, was over
%2.300,000.

The commerce of Erie county is very extensive. Buffalo and
Black Rock, the principal lake ports, carry on a large trade with
all the states situated upon the upper lakes, and with Canada.
The shipping of these ports amounted, in 1845, to 25,000 tons.
In addition to this, the immense quantitics of produce, manufac-
tures and furniture transported on the Erie canal and its branch-
“es, are here transhipped.

Stapie Provucrions. Butter, cheese, oats, wheat, corn,
wool, beef and pork.

Scuoors. There arc in the county 291 school districts. In
1846, the echools were taught on an average eight months.
The same year, 24,523 children received instruction at an ex-
pense of $30,529. The district school libraries contained 31,032
volumes.

There were fifty-seven private schools, with 1304 pupils; and three acade-
mies, with 244 students. The school system of Buffulo has been already descri-
i bed, (ree” page 12%)
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Revrcrous DenominaTions.  Baptists, Methodists, Presb.yte-

« riang, Congregationalists, Roman Catholice, Friends, Episco-

palians, Universalists, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians and Lu-

therans. Therc are in, the county nincty-four churches, and
one hundred and twenty-five clergymen, of all denominations.

History. The whole county, except a strip a mile wide, on
the Niagara river, is within the limits of the Holland Land
Company’s purchase. .

Its settlement dates since the commencement of the prewent
century. Buffalo, the first town in the present limits df the
county, was laid outin 1801, but its increase was very slow until
1812, when it became a military post. In December, 1813, the
British made a descent upon this county, and burned Buffalo
and Black Rock. These villages werc soon rebuilt.

In 1816-17, a number of persons from Canada and the United
States took possession of Grand Island, in Niagara river, now
forming a portion of*the town of Tonawanda, and dividing the
land between themselves, gave out that they were an independ-
ent community, and amenable to necither government. After
the question of the boundary was settled, they were expelled by
force, under the authority of a law of the state; their houses
being destrqyed by the sheriff and posse of Erie county.

In 1825, Major Noah, of New York, a learned Jew, and editor
of a newspaper in that city, formed the design of building a city
of refuge, upon that island, colonizing it with Jews, and making
it a resting place for that dispersed people. He crected a mon-
ument, which is still in existence, upon theisland. But the Eu-
ropean Rabbins did not sanction the scheme, and it fiiled of
completion.

+ Red Jacket, Sagoyouwatha, or Keeper Awake, as his name
significs, the most cloquent and intelligent of his nation, was one
of the chiefs of the Senecas, and resided on the Buffalo reserva-
tion. He was warmly attached to his tribe, and opposed the
whites with the utmostdaring, until he saw that resistance was
vain. He died in 1832. t

Mary Jemison, the Seneca white woman, was buried in this
reservation.

The completion of the Eric canal, in 1825, brought a vast tide
of emigration into this county, and it has now become the fourth
county in the state in population.

Cimes AND ViLLaGes. BUrFaLo city, the county seat of Erie
county, as has been already stated, is a city of modern growth,
laid out at the commencement of the present century, and con-
tained in 1817, but one hundred houses. It owes its growth to
its advantageous commercial position on the lake. rendering it
the depot of the immense quantitics of produce, ehich find theiz
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way through that channel, from the boundless prairies of the
west, to tide water, and to the great western railroad which
connects with Boston. .

In 1845, the amount of produce coming from other states by
way of Buflulo, was 233,135 tons, of which 118,614 tons were
flour. Probably about one half this amount of goods, furniture,
&c. was shipped at Buffalo, for other states. The tolls receiv-

.ed at Butfalo, in 1845, amounted to $482,000.

*The harbor of Buffalo is spacious and convenient for vessels
of light draught : it is obstructed by the ice in the spring, till a
later period than the ports on the Zanada side. It has been
proposed to construct a ship canal across the isthmus, from the
lake to Buffalo creek, which® would in a measure obviate this
difficulty. .

The United States government have expended nearly
$100,000 in the improvement of this harbor, the construction of
a mole, pier, &c. and the erection of a light house. Considera-
ble sums have also been expended, for the same purpose, by the
citizens. Buffalo is largely engaged in manufactures of various
descriptions. The present population of the city is somewhat
over 30,000. It was chartered as a city in 1832.

Black Rock, a village in the town of the same name, is about
three miles north of Buffalo, onthe Niagarariver. The harbor
is formed by an immense stone pier, or mole, more than a mile
inlength. By means of this the Erie canal is supplied with wa-
ter for nearly half its length. This work was erected by the
state of New York, atan expense of $£300,000. It also furnishes
a fine water power, which is employed for flouring mills, saw-
mills, &c. Black Rock is extensively engaged in manufactures.,
The lower or northern terminus of the Erie canal is here: the.
town increases rapidly in population, and now numbers about
5000 inhabitants. It was burned by the British in December,
1813.

Aurotaville, in the town of Aurora, possesses fine water
power on the Cazenove creek, as yet, however, not fully im-
proved. The Aurora seminary is a flourishing institation.
Population, 1000.

Williamsville, in the town of Amherst, is a thriving village.
Large quantities of water lime, (hydraulic cement,) are manu-
factured here. Population, about 1000.

Springville is a flourishing manufacturing village, in the
iown of Concord. It hasa number of factories, and an incorpo-
rated academy. Population, 1200.

Tmawunda is a new town, comprising Grand Island and a
nertion of the main land, as well as some other small islands.
The island was purchased some years since by a company called

17
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"the Bast Boston Company, who erected here extensive saw-
mille, for the purpose of preparing ship timber, but in the gen-
eral depression of busingss in 1836-7, they were forced to sus-
pend operations. The village of Whitehaven was built mainly
by this company.

LI. LIVINGSTON COUNTY.

Square miles, about 563. .Pnpulatlon. 37,345,
Organized, 1821, ‘Valuation, 1845, 88,572,860.
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TOWNS.
1. Avon, 1789, 9. Groveland, 1812.
2. Geneseo, 1789. 10. Springwater, 1816,
3. Lima, 1789. 11. Mougt Morris, 1818.
4. Sparta, 1789, 12. Conesus, 1819.
5. Caledonia, 1802. 13. York, 1519.
6. Leicester, 1802. 14. Portage, 1827.
7. Livonia, 1808, . 15. North Dansville, 1846.
8. Nunda, 1808S. 16. West Sparta, 1846.

Rivegs. N. Genesee. a. Cashaqua. b. Conesus Outlet. c. Out-
let of Hemlock Lake. d. Honeoye Creek. r. Canascraga.

Lakes. f. Conesus. g. Hemlock.

Battle Fields. Beardstown.

Villages. GENEseo. Mount Morris. Dansville. Avon Springs.
Portageville. Nunda. Moscow. Lima.

Bounparies. North by Monroe; East by Ontario ; South by
Allegany and Steuben; and West by Wyoming and Genesce
counties.

Surrace. This county is situated on the northern slope of
the great dividing ridge which separates the tributaries of the
Susquehanna and Ohio, from the waters flowing into thg lake.

The southern portion of the county is about 800 feet above
Lake Ontario, and the descent toward the lake, though for the
most part gradual, is divided into two terraces, the one, nearly on
a line with the Portage falls, in Wyoming county ; the other, a
continuation of the mountain ridge of Ontario. This inclined
plane is, however, intersected by the valley of the Genesee river,
which, with a width of from two to four miles, has a depth, in

*the southern part of the county, of not less than 400 feet.
ridge of still greater clevation, traverses the scction betwee
the Conesus and Hemlock lakes, bearing northeast.

Rivers. The Genesee river is the great stream of this coun-
ty, and receives all the waters which rise in, or flow through it.
Its prifcipal tributaries are the Capascraga and Cashaqua
cveeks, and the outlets of the Conesus and Hemlock lakes. |

The Honeoye outlet forms a portion of the eastcrn boundary
of the county.

Lakes. Conesus and Hemlock are the only lakes of impor-
tance in the county. The former is nine miles long and nearly
a mile broad. It is well stocked with fish, and is said to be more
than 300 feet deep.

+ Hemlock lake is six miles long and one mile wide. It lies
partly in Ontario county.

" CrimaTe. The climate is mild and temperate ; more uniform
$an in sdme otbef sections of the state. 1t is regarded as very

healthful. . -



384 STATE OF NEW YORK.

, GroLoGy anp MineraLs.  About two-thirds of the county,
upon the north, belong to the Ontario group. consisting princi-
pally of the limestone of the Onondaga salt group, which, in
some cases, approaches very ncar the surfuce. Inthe southern
portion, the Ludlowville and Cashaqua shules are the prevail-
ing rocks, though intermingled with limestone.

Bog 1ron ore occurs in the county. Gy'psum is abundant. Some brine springs
have been discovered, though not of great value. * The sulphur springs of Avon*
have a high and deserved cclebnty, in numcrous diseases, and rank among
best sulphur springs in the United States. A

SoiL aND VeeerasLe Prooucrions. The soil is generally
highly fertile, and well adapted to the growth of grain. In the
north it consists principally of sandy loam, intermingled with de-
composed limestone, which renders it perpetually fertile.

In the north, the ouk prevails, but is occasionally interspersed
with other timber ; ip the south, oak, maple, elm, basswood, but-
ternut, walnut, ash, hemlock, white pine, &c., are the principal
forest trees.

Pursurrs. Agriculture. ‘The culture of grain, and the rear-
ing of cattle and swine, form the principal pursuits of the inhab-
itants gf this county. Manufactures are, however, rising in

* The following are analyses of the sulphur springs of Avon. That of the Up-
Y)er g)rinz was made by Professor Hadley, of Fairfield, and that of the Lower, by
r. 8. Salisbury, Jr. of Avon.

UPPER BPRING

Grains.
Carbonate of line, - - - - - .? -
Sulphnte of lime, - . - - - - 8
¢ magnesia, - - - - - 10
“ soda, . - . - - 16
Muriate of soda, - . - . - 154
. Amount of saline ingredients. 136.4_
Cne gallon contains per volume, cub. in.
Sulphuretted Hydrogen, . - - - 12
Carbonic acilgas, - . . B - - 5.6
. Gasrs, 17.6°
LOWER SPRING °
Grains.
Carbonate of lime, - - . - - r ?31."1“
Chloride of calcium, - - - - - 8.41
Sulphate of lune, - - - - - b7.44
“ magnesia. - - - - - 49.61
. soda, - - - - - 13.73
Aunount of saline ingredients, 158.52
b. in.
Carbonic acid gas, - - - - - cl:;‘wn
Sulphuretted hydrogen, - - - .« 1002
Nitrogen, - - - - - 6.42
Oxygen, - - - - - - - o6
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importance. The principal articles manufactured are ﬂour, pa-
per, lumber, distilled liquors, cloths, &c.

Commerce. The Genesee Valley canal furnishes a conven-
ient mode of transportation, for the preduce of the county, to tide
water. There are no mines in the county.

StarLe ProoucTions. Wheat, pork, and cattle are the great
staples of the county. Large quantities of butter, wool, oats,
and corn are also exported. Hemp and flax are grown largely

.in the Genesee valley.

Scroors. There are 193 schorl-houses in this county. The
schools were taught, on an average, nine months during the
year 1846, and 12,677 children were instructed, at an expense of
$19,502. There were 25,121 volumes in the district libraries.

There were twenty-four private schools, with 136 pllplll, and three academies,
with 165 students.

RELIGiIous DENOMINATIONS. Presbytenans, Methodists, Bap-
tists, Episcopalians, Dutch Reformed, Universalists, Unitari-
ans, Congregationalists, Lutherans, Roman Catholics, amnl
Jews. There ure seventy-two churches, and ninety-two cler-
gymen of all denominations.

Histony. The banks of the Genesee river in this county,
were the favorite residence of the Sencca Indians, for a long
period before the white man had trod that beautiful valley. In
civilization, this tribe were more advanced than the Indians gen-
erally, and were considered foremost in the arts of peace, among
the allied tribes. They cultivated their fields, built cabins for
themselves, and when they could not obtain a supply of food
from the forests or the lakes, looked to the products of their
soil for sustenance.

In 1687, the Marquis de Nonville, governor of Canada, jn-
raged at the firm adherence of this tribe to the English, collckt-
ed a large force of French and Indians, and commenced an éx-
pedition against them. Following the course of the Genesee,
he approached their villages with the intention of destroying
them, and subjecting the captives he might take to the torture;
but the wily Senecas were too crafty for the French commander.
They stationed 500 warriors in ambuscade on his route, and
having thrown his troops into disorder, by a well directed vol-
ley of musketry, rushed upon them, tomahawk in hand. The
battle was fierce and bloody ; the Senecas were at length re-
pulsed, but not without severe loss on the part of the French.
De Nonville could not be persuaded to follow them till the next
day, and then found that they had destroyed their villages, and
removed their wives and children beyond his reach. Two old
, men, all that remained, were carried away, killed and eaten by
* his savage allics,
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De Nonville returned to Canada, establishing, in his route, a
fort at ‘Niagara, which he garrisoned with 100 men. This fort
was 8o closely invested by the Indians, that cighty-eight out. of
the hundred perished from starvation, and but for the aid of a
Farty of friendly Indians, the rest would have shared the same
ate.

In 1779, General Sullivan terrhinated his campaign on the
banks of the Genesee, in this county, after sending a detach-
ment 1o Little Beardstown, now Leicester. It was in this town
that the brave Lieutenant Boyd met with his melancholy fate,
being executed with the most horrible tortures by the Indmns,
at the instigation of the infamous Butler, after his life had been
guarantied by Brant.

Ebenezer Allen, known as Indnan Allen, the first miller of
Rochester, a monster® of wickedness, settled here soon after the
revolution, but in a few years removed.

The principal founders and benefactors of the county were
William and James Wadsworth, who emigrated from Connec-
ticut in 1790. They purchased large tracts of land, which, by
the rapid tide of immigration, soon became very valuable. Many
of the eagly settlers were from Connecticut, and their enterprise
and industry has made them wealthy.

ViLLages. GENEsSEo, in the town of the same name, is the
scat of justice for the county. It is pleasantly situated, about a
mile from the river, on the terrace back of the flats. It is well
built, and has considerable trade. The Geneseo academy, for-
merly the Livingston county high school, of which Mr. Wads-
worth was the chief benefactor, is located here. It has a spa-
cigs building, and is well endowed.

31 this town are situated the Wadsworth farms, located on
thd broad alluvial flats of the Genesee, and celebrated for their
fertility and superior cultivation. The mansion of the late
James Wadsworth is, perhaps, unsurpassed in the state for the
beauty of its location. Popelation 1600.

Aven, in the town of the same name, has become a favorite -
resort of late for invalids and pleasure seekers, from all sec-
tions of the country. The healing virtues of its justly cele-
brated springs were known to the Senccas, long before the
country was visited by the whites. Red Jacket, a distinguished
Seneca chief, was accustomed to resort to them. Population

800.
Upon the Genesee fiats in this town, the Mechoacan, wild potatoe vine, or man
of the ground, (Convolvulus pand ) 18 found abundantly. 1t has a large

bulbous root, three or four feet in length, and frequently six or eight inches n di-
ameter. It is a mild cathartic, resembling rhubarb 1n its effec

‘There is a pond on the flats irregularly circular in form, a neek of Inndrum into
it and expands wighin the circle, and upon this arc remains of Ind#an fortifications,
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Lima, situated in the town of the same name, is a beautiful
village, remarkable for the neatness of its dwellings. The Gen-
esee Wesleyan seminary, located here, is under the control of
the Methodists. It was incorporated’in 1834, and placed under
the visitation of the Regents of the University in 1836. It is
well endowed, and in a highly flourishing condition. Popula-
tion 600. .

* Mount Morris, in the town of the same name, is a finely sit-
uaged, thriving village, settled in 1804, by emigrants from Con-
necticut. It is considerably engased in manufactures. Popula-
tion 1400.

Dansville, in the town of North Dansville, at the head of the
Genesce valley, forty-five’miles from Rochester, is a large,
thriving and busy village. It is extensivgly engaged in manu-
factures, and has an abundant supply of hydraulic power. Pa-
per, flour, leather, iron, cloth, and lumber,in large quantities, are
among its principal manufactures. A branch of the Genesee
Valley canal extends to this village. Population 1800.

Nunda, in the town of the same name, on the proposed

line of the Genesee Valley canal, is a place of considerable
business. It has a flourishing academy, and several manu-
factories. The town in which it is situated was annexed to
Livingston county, by the legislature, in 1846. Population
1100.
Portageville is in the town of Portage, on the west bank of
the Genesee river, where it enters the gorge, and is surrounded
by beautiful and picturesque scenery. It has great facilities for
manufacturing. This town, like the preceding, was taken
from Allegany in 1846. The falls and tunnel here are worihy
of notice. Population about 1000. l
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Square miles, 607.
Organized, 1821.

. Chili, 1802.
. Gates, 1802.

—
SOBuaOPRPO-

o y 6
i0 u
(] ./
g/ o ,f 8/1

Greece, 1802.
Parma, 1808.
Riga, 1808.

. Penfield, 1810.
. Mendon, 1812.
. Perrinton, 1812.
. Sweden, 1813.
. Brighton, 1814.
Rivers.
d. Honeoye.
Falls.

N. Genesee.
e Salmon

TO
2

Population, 70,899.
Valuation, 1845, $14,351,436.

'WNS,

11. Pittsford, 1814.
12, en, 1817.

13. (R?ggheater, 1817.
14, Henrietta, 1818.
15. Rush, 1818,

16. Clarkson, 1819.
17. Wheatland, 1821.
18. Irondequoit, 1837.
19. Webster, 1838.

a. Sandy Creek. b. Black Creek. C. Allen.
f. Little Salmon.

p. Genesee Falls. Honeoye Falls, -

h. Irondequoit.
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Lakes and Bays. J. Ontario. i. Teoronto, or Irondequoit Bay. j.
Braddock's Bay. k. Duck Pond. 1. Long Pond.

Cities and Villages. RocuesTer. Pittsford. Brockport.

-
* e

Bounparies. North by Lake Ontarfio; East by Wayne coun-
ty ; South by Ontario and Livingston counties, and West by
Genesce and Orleans counties.

Surrace. This county, like Orleans and Niagara, is divided
into terraces by the Ridge-Road, and the mountain ridge, which
cross it from east to west. The surface as a whole declines
gradually towards the lake. Th- terrace, at Rochester, is 270
feet above Lake Ontario, and sixty-four feet below the upper
terrace, which is nearly on a level with Lake Erie.

On the shores of Irondequoit by, and Irondequoit creek, are numerous conical
sand hnlls, sometimes single, at others united, and rismg to an average height of
200 feet. M

Rivers. The Genesce is the principal stream. Its tribu-
taries are thc Honcoye creek, from the east, and Black, and
Allen’s creeks, from the West.

Sandy, Salmon, Little Salmon, Rush, and Irondequoit creeks,
flow directly into the lake.

Bavs. Teoronto or Irondequoit Bay, Duck Pond, Long Pond,
and Braddock’s, or Bradlow’s Bay, are the principal of the nu-
merous inlets of the lake, upon the coast of this county.

. 'The name of the first (T'eoronto) is of Indian origin, and significs “the place
where the waves gasp and expire.”

Cuimate. The climate of this county, influenced by the near-
ness to the lake, is mild and equable, and the thermometer
has « less average range, than in most parts of the state. Pul-
monary uftections ure, however, becoming incrcasingly preva-

lent.
GeoLocy AND MineraLs. The basis rock of the county is the
Medina sandstone, which is widely expanded, and makes its a
pearance at the surface along the shore of the lake. Above this
lies the Clifiton group, thinner than in Wayne ; next the Niag-
ara group, abounding in foseils ; neXt the Onondaga salt group,
which is well developed in some parts of the county, and con-
tains numecrous beds of gypsum.

There are several salt springs in the county, but the brine is not sufficicntly
strong to render them valuable.  Sulphur springs are numerous, but few of them
are visited. "The Monroe springs, five miles from Rochester, are the most cele-
brated.  ‘There are also springs rtrongly impregnated with sulphur in the town of
Ogden.  There is a mineral spring at Riga containing iron.

. Marl is abund m Wheatland, Chili, and Riga. Gypsum occurs in large
quantities tn Wheatland. A bed of argillaceous 1ron ore extends from the Gen-
esee river to the eastern huit of the county, but it is little worked.

Blende and galena, the sulphurets of lead and zinc, are also found in the county
in smnall quantities. Fire stone, a magnesian earth used for lining stoves and
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fire-places, is found abundantly in Ogden and Sweden. There is some limestone
“utaple for building.

SoiL AND VEGETABLE PropucTions. The soil is gravelly
loam, usually of great depth, and by the aid of disintegrated
limestone, is rendered perpetuadly fertile.

The timber is mainly oak, beech, and maple, frequently very
dense, but in the oak openings more sparse. In the sWamps
are black oak, pine, and tamarack. .

The G wheat, so abundantly raised in this county, is found, on analysis, °

to contain more saccharine matter than that of the sbuthern states, and tos com-
bine with less water in the composition of bread. The superionty of its flour is
too well known to need remnark.

Pursurrs. Agriculture holds a high rank among the pur-
suits of the people of this county. 1+ isthe largest grain county
inthe statc. In 1845, there were raised in the county 1,338,000
bushels of wheat, besides large quantities of other grains.

Manufactures ave also in a highly flourishing condition.
The county contains, perhaps, the largest flouring mills in the
world, and produces flour annually to the value of more than
two and a half millions of dollars. Lumber, cloths, iron, pa-
per, and leather are also extensively manufactured.

G:mpzerce. A steamcr plies on the Genesee, between Ro-
chester and Avon, in Livingston county. Steamecrs from the

lake ascend the Genesee to Carthage, which is the port of Ro-

chester ; the Eric canal receives a large portion of its immense
freights from this county. There are no mines of importance.

THE STAPLE PropucTion is wheat. Considerable guantities
of butter, wool, and pork are also produced.

Scuoos. There are in the county 240 school-houses. The
schools were taught, during the year 1846, an average period
ef nine months. 19,448 children received instruction, at a cost
cf $33,994. The libraries of the districts contained 34,468 vol-
*unes,

There were sixteen private schaols in the county, ded by 297 children, and
ewght d and femal 108, with 432 pupals.

The organization of the Rocheter city schools has heen described at yage 125.
The Rochester university was incorporated in 1846,

RELIGIovs 1 ENOMINATIONS. Baptists, Methodists, Presby-
terians, Congregationalists, Friends, Universalists, Episcopa-
liuns, Roman Catholics, Unitarians, Dutch Reformed, and Lu-
therans.

History. This county was settled principally by emigrants
from New England, with a few from other states, and other
sections of New York.

In 1726, a station was established at Teoronto or Ironde-’

quoit bay, to secure the Indjan trade.

In 1796, the first permanent settlement was made at Han-

ford’s landing, where was erected the first horse in this county,
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west of Genesee river. Indian Allen, so notorious in the his-_
tory of this region, erected a grist mill and saw mill on “the
hundred acre lot on which part of the city of Rochester now
stands, in 1789, receiving a deed of a hundred acres of land ad-
joining, from Messrs. Phelps and Gorham, the proprietors, for
his encouragement.

In a few years, these decayed and were abandoned. Roches-

) tﬁex'[;vas not settled till '1811, and was laid out as a village in

In1813, the Seneca Indians held a great sacrifice and thanks-
giving of several days continuance, on the present site of Ro-
chester.

The terror inspired by the incursions of the British and their
savage allies, during the late war, prevented the rapid settle-
ment of the county.* After the close of thot war, however, its
growth was astonishingly rapid. The completion of the Erie
canal, by opening a market for the productions of its fertile soil,
gave a new impulse to its prosperity, and it is now one of the
most populous counties in the state. .

Crtizs AND ViLLaGes. RocHEsTER city lies on both sides of
the Genesee river, seven miles from Lake Ontario. It is finely
situated and handsomely built. The streets are generally wide
and well paved. The two sections of the city are connected by
several bridges, and by the splendid aqueduct of the Erie canal.
1t has many fine edifices, among its churches and public build-
ings.

* In 13814, Sir James Yeo, with thirteen vessels of various sizes, eared off the
mouth of the (Genesee river, threatening the destruction of the infant settleinent.
There were but thirty-three people in Rochester capable of bearing arins. They
asaembled, together with the few who could be gathered from the other settlements,
and hurried down to the mouth of the river. The militis were undiscipined n‘&
not in umform, but they were brave and determined. They were marched a'd
counter-marched through the woods, in order to deceive the enemy in regard 'o
their nambers.  Presently an officer was sent from the British fleet with a flag f
truce. He was recerved by ten of the most soldier like of the militia, who, in ordér
to be ready for action, kept fast hold of the triggers of theiwr inuskets. The Brit.
ish officer expreasing his surprise at thus, the officer, to rectify his mistake, order-
ed his men to ground arms. ~ This astomshed e British officer still more, and
believing their ignorance to be feigned, he hurried back to the flcet, fully satisfied
that a plot was laid for them. *

In the afternoon of the sawe day another officer was sent with a flag of truce,
the object of the eneiny being, if_possible, to ubtain the provisions stored there,
without endangering their own safety. Captain Francis Brown was deputed with
a guard to receive the flag. The officer was still suspicious, and finally asked that
the mihitary stores and provisions should beygiven up, on the condition that the set-
tlements were apared by Sir James Yeo. * No,” was the prompt reply of the
patriotic. Brown, ¢ Blood knee deep firat.’””  'While this parley was in progress, an
American officer with his staff, on their return from Fort Niagara, were accident-
ally seen, passing from one wooded point to another. This confirmed the suspi-
cions of the British officer, and on his return to the fleet, a vigorous attack was
made upon the woods with bomb shells and balls, which were returned with some
effect by a rusty old six pounder, which had been furbished and remounted for
the occasion.

, After a ‘ew hours, Admiral Yeo -Iipged his cables and ran down to Pulteneyville,
. ‘where, to his mortifiation, he learned how he had been outwitted by a handful of
militia. .
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This city owes its rapid growth to the vast hydraulic power

* created by the falls of the Genesee river, which amount to 268
feet within the bounds of the city, there being three falls of
ninety-six, twenty, and 105 feet, besides rapids. The passage
of the Erie canal through the city, and the navigability of the
Genesec river, above and below the falls, render it a central
point for the immense trade of the fertile counties by which it is
surounded. L

o ester was laid out in 1812 by Nathaniel Rochester,
Charles Carrol and William Fitzhugh, and received the name
of the senior proprietor. In 1816 it numbered but 331 inhabit-
ants; and in 1817 it was incorporated as a village, under the
name of Rochesterville. In 1834 itreceived a charter as a city,
and now (1846) has a population of more than 25,000 inhab-
itants.* T

The quantity, as well as the quality of the flour manufactured
here, entitle the city to rank among the first flour markets in the
world. Between one and two millions of dollars are invested
in this business.

Brockport, a villaze in the town of Sweden, is pleasantly sit-
uated on the line of the canal. It has a large trade, particularly
in grain. The collegiate school edifice, erected by the citizens.
at an expense of $25,000, is a noble stone building, five stories
high. Population 2000. .

Wheatlund is appropriately named; the fertility of its soil
and its adaptation to the culture of grain is such as to render it
the granary of the county. It is rich also in gypsum and marl.

Scottsville, in this town, was founded by Isaac Scott, in 1800.
Itis a thriving village, and has some manufactures. Popula--

ion 600.
; Mumfordsville and Garbellsmills are small villages in the
OWn.

West Mendon, in the town of Mendon, is a manufacturing
village of same importance. .

Port Genesee, at the mouth of the Genesee river, in the
town of Greece, has a customhouse, lighthouse, several large
warehouses, &c. Its harbor is good, having thirty feet water
within the bar. It has some trade.

Pittsford, in the town of the same name, is a thriving village
on the canal. Population 800.

* About the commencement of the dprasent cemmz. it was proposed in the leg-
islature of New York, to build a bridge across the Genesee river, at the present*
site of Rochester. The project was strongly opposed, and one inember remarked *
that it was “‘a God-forsaken place, inhabited only by muskrats, and visited only ,
by straggling trappers, through which neither man nor beast could gallop without
fear of starvation, or fever and ague.”’ . .
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Square miles, 320. Population, 20,777.
Organized, 1823. Valuation, $4,207,936.

e
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TOWNS.
1. Jerusalem, 1789. 5. Milo, 1818.
2. Middlesex, 178Y. 6. Barrington, 1822,
3. Benton, 1803. 7. Starkey, 1824.
4. Italy, 1815. 8. Potter, 1832.

Ri;ervcv. a. Crooked Lake Outlet. c. Big Stream. e. Flint Creck.
. West.

Lakes. BB. Scneca. h. Canandaigua. m. Crooked.

Villages. PENN YAN. Rushville, Bellona. Dresden.

‘Bounparies. North by Ontario county ; East by Seneca lake;
South by Steuben county, and West by Crooked and Cananda-
igua lakes, and Ontario county.

Surrace. The surface of this county is greatly elevated. It
lies on the northern declivity of the ridge which separates the
waters of the Susquehanna from those flowing into the lakes
and the St. Lawrence. The southern extremity of the county
is elevated from 1200 to 1300 feet above tide water, and in the
town of Barrington attains the height of 1600 feet. From this
height it descends to the surface of the Canandaigua and Sen-
.ca lakes—the former of which is 670, and the latter about 420
feet above the lzvel of the ocean.
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The hills, however, are never abrupt, but generally gently
waving, and rounded at their summits.

Rivers anp Creexs. The principal streams of the county are
Flint creek, Crooked lake outlet, connecting Crooked and Sen-
eca lakes; "West river, a tnbutary of Ca.mmdulgua lake, and
Big and Rock streams flowing into Seneca lake. The Crooked
lake canal follows the course of the outlet.

Lakes. Seneca lake forms the entire easternboundary of the
county. Two-thirds of Crooked lake lie within its limits, and
Canandaigua lake forms its northwestern boundary.

Cumate. The climate is temperate and healthful, and ('or the
cultivation of fruit is not surpassed by that of any county in the
state.

GeorLocy AND MiNEraLs, The Ladlowville shale is the pre-
vailing rock, and approaches the surface in the southern part
of the county. The soil above this is a marly clay, highly
fertile, and particularly favorable to grass crops. The northern
portion of the county belongs to the great central limestone for-
mation, but the limestone alternates with slate.

Sulphate of iron (copperas) is found native 1n the enstern part of the county.
There 18 a valuable sulphur spring near the foot of Crooked lake. An inflamma-
ble gas spring has been discovered near Rushville, and a very productive brine
spring haw been found at the Big streamn falls, near Dundec, 1n the town of Starkey.

VeaerasLE ProbucTions. The timber of the county is large,
but not so dense as in some other sections. It consists of ouk,
hickory, chestnut, black and white walnut, wild cherry, maple,
beech, linden, poplar, ash, &c. The apple, pear, plum, cherry,
melonsand grapes, are all very successfully cultivated here.

Pursurrs. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in-
habitants—the elevated and diversified surface of the county
renders it well adapted to grazing. In portions of it, however,
grain is successfully cultivated.

o Manufactures are attracting some attention. The principal
articles manufactured are flour, lumber, woollen cloths, oil, dis-
tilled liquors and leather.

The commerce of the county is confined to lake and canal nav-
igation, and is not very extensive. There are no mines of i lm-
portance.

SrtarLe Proouctions. Wheat, oats, corn, barley, butter,
wool and pork.

Scuoors. There are in the county 106 public school houses.
Inthese, schools were taught an average period of seven months,
in 1846. The number of volumes in the district libraries is
13,644 ; 6536 children were instructed during the year, at an
expense of $8789.

There were in the county el;meen private schools, with 218 pupils, and one
demy, with y-six scholal
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Reticious DeNominaTions. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
ians, Episcopalians, Congregationalists and Dutch Reformed.~
There are forty-five churches, and forty-one clergymen, of all
denominations, in the county. o

History. This county was entirely included in the Massa-
chusetts grant, and formed a portion of the Pulteney estate.
The first inhabitants were from.New England and Pennsylvania.

This county was the residence of the celecbrated Jemima Wil-
" kinson, during the latter part of her life.*

Viiaaes, &c. Penn YN, the seat of justice for the county,
is a village in the town of Milo. It is pleasantly situated at the
foot of Crooked lake, and received its name from the circim-
stance that its original inhgbitants were Pennsylvanians and
Yankees, in equal numbers. Population 2500.

Jerusalem, one of the carliest settled tewns in the county,
is fertile and well cultivated. Bluff’ point ig a high bold tongue
of land extending between the arms of Crooked lake. The
landscape, which spreads itsclf before the beholder, from this
lofty hcadland, is one of the most picturesque und beautiful
afforded by the scenery of the smaller lakes.

Starkey is a hilly but well watered town. The falls of Big
stream, inthis town, are worthy of the attention, both of the ge-
ologist and traveller. The stream, after dashing over a rapid
half a mile in length, leaps down 140 feet, into a basin eight or
ten rods in diameter, from whence its fonming waters find their
way to the lake, by a channel some eighty rods in length.

Dundere is a busy and thriving village in the town of Starkey.
It has some manufactures. Population 1000.

* Jemima Wilkinson, or as she styled herself, the * Umiversal Friend,” was
born in Cuinberland, Rhod~ Island, about the year 1753, sShe was educated
among the Friends. When about twenty-three years of age, she was laken sick,
and during her illness an apparent suspension of life ocenrred.  After her recov-
ery she professed to have been raised froin the dead, and to have been invesle‘
with civine attributes, and anthonty to mstruct mankind o religion. She also pre:
tended to foretgll future events, and to possess the power to heal the sick and to
work miwmcles ; and if any person who made application to her was not healed,
she ascribed it Lo a want of faith.  She asserted dat those who refused to believe
her claims, would be forever pumished for their incredulity. She possessed ex-
traordinary beauty, and though illiterate, discovered great tact in laintaning* her
. xtraordinary pretensions. Her memory was said to be very retentive. She set-
tled at Milo, in this county, with her followers, in 1790, and subsequently removed
to Bluff Point, where she died, in 1819. The scttlement at Milo numbered about
forty familes, and was then the largest in the whole Genesee country. A few of
her” disciples still remain at Blufl’ Pomnt.



. LIV. WAYNE COUNTY.
Bquare miles, 572. Population, 42,515.
Organized, 1823. Valuation, 1845, $6,818,533.
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TOWNS
1. Palmyra, 1789. 9. Savannah, 1824.
2. Sodus, 1789. 10. Arcadia, 1825.
3. Williamson, 1802. 11. Marion, 1825.
4. Ontario, 1807. 12. Butler, 1826.
5. Wolcott, 1807. 13. Huron, 1826.
6. Lyons, 1811. 14. Rose, 1826.
7. Galen, 1812. 15. Walworth, 1829,

8. Macedon, 1823.

Rivers, &c. a, Mud Creek. b. Canandaigua River. c. Clyde.

Lakes and Bays. J. Ontario. d. Sodus Bay. e. Port Bay. f. East
Bay. h. Crusoe Lake.

Villages. Lvyons. Palmyra. Newark. Clyde. Pultuneyville.

Boonparies. North by Lake Ontario; East by Cayuga
county ; South by Seneca and Ontario, and West by Monroe.

Surrace. The surface is much diversified. The Ridge Road
extends through the county, from east to west, at a distance of
from four to eight miles from the shore of Lake Ontario, and at
an elevation of 140 feet above it. North of this road, the descent
to the lake is gradual and nearly uniform; south of it, and ex-
tending to the mountain ridge, the surface is raised into low -
hills of gravel and sand, seemingly by the action of the waves of
the lake, which, perhaps, at some remote penod covered this
whole region.

The mountain ridge forms, here, the watershed of the county,
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dividing the waters which flow into the lake from those which
run southerly. s

Rivers. The principal streame of the county are Mud creek
and the Canandaigua river or outlet. The length of cach of
these streams is about fifty miles. They unite in the town of
Lyons and form the Clyde, a tributary of the Seneca river.

Bavs. The lake coast is indented by three considerable bays,
viz: Sodus bay, Port bay and East bay. The first of these af-
fords a very good harbor for vessels of light draft.

Crusoe lake, in the town of Savannabh, is a shallow pond, one
and a half miles in circumference.

CrmaTe. The temperature is rendered agreeable by the ex-
tent of surface exposed to the lake. 'The county is generally
considered healthy. v

Geo1.oGY AND Minerals. The Medina gandstone appears on
the surfice along the shore of’ the lake. 1}5; the land rises, this
is succeeded by the Clinton, Niagara and Onondaga groups—all
limestoncs. South of the Ridge-Road, the county is traversed
by numerous long, narrow, parallel ridges of sand and gravel,
from twenty-five to thirty feet high.

Lenticular iron ore and hog won ore are found in considerable quantities.

Gypsum, marl, gypseous marl, and water are nbund Sulphur springs
and weak brine springs occur i several Jocahties.  The latter were formerly of
consderable mportance  In 1810, 30,000 bushels of salt were manufactured
from them  In Wolcott, speennens of heavy spar have been discovered.
* Soi. aND VEGETABLE Propuctions. The soil of this county is
very fertile, and experience has proved, that the process of cul-
tivation renders it increasingly so, by producing disintegration
and decomposition of the earths of which it is composed. The
timber is similar to that of the other counties on the lake, con-
gisting of becch, maple, elm, black and white oak, white walnut,
some hemlock and pine, black and white ash, &e.

Punsorrs.  Agriculture is the principal pursuit of the inhab’t-
ants. The diversity of’ the surfuce renders grazing and the
cultun of grain nearly equally prglitl?,blc, and both are practiced
extensively. o )

Manufactures are increasing in importance in the county.
Large quantities of flour and lumber are produced, apd the
manufactures of iron, glass, leather, distilled and malt liquors,
pot and pearl ashes, cmploy a considerable amount of capital.

The commerce of the county is not large, vessels of light draft
only being able to cross the bar, at the mouth of the Sodus bay,
on which the principal landings are situated.

There arc some iron mines, or quarrics, as they are 'denom-
inated, in which considcrable quantities of the lenticular iron ore
arc obsained. «

18



398 STATE OF NEW YORK.

StarLe Proouctions. Wheat, corn, oats, polatoes, flax,
wool, butter, cheese and pork.

ScuooLs. The whole number of school-houses in the county
is 227. The public schools were maintained on an aver-
age eight months during the year 1846; 15,296 children re-
ceived instruction, at a cost of 817,635 for tuition. The district
libraries contained 25,760 volunies.

There were in the county thirty-one private schools, with 871 pupils.

ReuiGglous DENomiNATIONs. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
rians, Friends. Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Duteh:Re-
formed, Universalists, Unitarians and Lutherans. There are
in the county seventy-two churches, and eighty-nine clergymen,
of all denominations.

Histony. The settlement of this county dates since the revo-
Iution. About two-thirds of its territery, including one quarter
of the towns of Galen, Rose and Huron, and all west of these,
was included in the Massachusetts grant to Messrs. Phelps and
Gorham, and formed a part of the Pulteney estate. The other
third belonged to the Military Tract. The emigrants were
from New England, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, England, Scot-
land, and Germany. During the late wur with Great Britain,
Sodus, and Pulteneyville, (a village in the town of William- .
son,) werc invaded by the British, and the former burnt. They
were repulsed in each instance, before obtaining the provisions,
which were the object of their incursions. ’

In 1829 or 30, the Mormon delusion originated at Palmyra, in
this county. Joseph Smith, the reputed prophet and founder of
that system, resided in the town of Manchester, in Ontario
county, and his leading disciple, Martin Harris, was a thrifty
farmer of Palmyra. By money furnished by this man, Smith
was enabled to publish the first edition of the book of Mormon,
ur the Mormon Bible, as it has since been called. Inthe autumn
of 1830, Smith removed to Kirtland, Ohio, afterward to Mis-
souri, and finally to Nauvno, Illinois. -

ViLLages. Lyons, the county seat, is a pleasant village in
the town of the same name. It was first settled in June, 1798.
by Mr. Van Wickle and about forty other emigrants from New
Jersey and Maryland. It has a fine hydraulic power, obtained
by a canal of half a mile in length, from the Canandaigua out-
let. The mill privileges afforded by this canal are wel im-
proved. The High school here is an excellent institution, sur-
passed by few academies in the state. Population about 2000,

Palmyra, one of the earliest settled towns in the county, has °
a village of the same name within its limits, situated on the Erie
canal, It is a place of considerable business. and ex.ensivel-
engaged in the lumber trade. It is considered qne of the most ’
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béautiful villages on the canal. Its streets are ornamented with,
fine shade trees. Here is an incorporated academy. Pop. 2200,

Clyde, on the river of the same name, a village in the town of
Galen, is a thriving, busy place. It hae a number of manufac-
tories. The high school here is incorporated and comprises two
school districts, which have united for greater efficiency. It is
in a flourishing condition. Population 1200. )

Sodus contains within’ its limits the principal harbor of the
county. At the mouth of the bay in this town, the United States
govirnment have erected a pier, « mile inlength, for the im-
provement of the harbor. The town was burned during the late
war with Great Britain. Population about 500.

Pulteneyville, a villageson Lake Ontario, in the town of
Williamson, was also invaded by the British, but their fears of
the American rificmen prevented them from doing much injury.
Population 500.

LV. ORLEANS COUNTY.

Bquare Miles, 372. Population, 25,845. .
Organized, 1824, Valuation, 1845, $4,761,054.
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TOWNS. .
1. Murray, 1808. 6. Clarendon, 1821.
2. Ridgozvny, 1812. 7. Carlton, 1822.
3. Gaines, 1816. 8. Yates, 1822.
~1. Barre, 1818. " - 9. Kendall, 1838.

5. Shelby, 1618
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Rivery, &e. a. Sl.ndy Creek. b. Johnson’s. d. OakOrchard.
Lakes. J. Ontario. c. Jefferson.
Villages. Ausion. Met}ina.

-

Bounparies. North by Lake Ontario; East by Monroe coun-
ty; South by Genesee, and West by Niagara, counties.

Surrace. The county has three distinct terraces, the first
rising gradually from the shore of the lake, to the height of 130
feet, is about seven or eight miles broad, and is terminaté&d by
the Ridge-Road. The second, from one to three miles in
breadth, rises from the ridge more precipitously, to about the
same height, and is terminated by a ledge. The third extends
into Genesee county ; its ascent, ofabout 140 feet, is quite rapid.
The elevation of this highest terrace above the lake, is, there-
fore, about 400 feet

Rivers anp Creeks. Oak Orchard, Johnson’s, and Sandy
creeks, are the only streams of importance in the county. The
first is about fifty miles in length.

By an open aqueduct four and a half miles in length, cut for most of the distance
through sold rock, the canal commissioners have turned the upper waters of
the Tonawanda creek into Oak Orchard creek, thus increasing the volume of the
latter, and rendering it more valuable for hydraulic purposes, and for supplying the
feeder of the Ene canal.

Lakes. There are no lakes or ponds of any importance in the
county. Jefferson lake, n the town of Murray, is the largest,
but does not contain more than fifty acres.

Magsues. The great Tonawanda Swamp, which extends
over portions of Genesce and Niagara countics, lies partly in
this county. It is twenty-five miles in length from east to west,
and from two to seven in breadth. It is bounded on all sides by
Dlains a little elevated above its surface.

Cumate. The exposure of the whole northern boundary of
the county to the lake, has the effect of producing a more uni-
formly mild climate, than that of some of the more southern
counties. The county is generally considered healthy.

GEeoLogYy AND MinNerans. In the northern portion of tho
county, the Medina sandstone prevails, affording in many places,
an admirable material for building. In the central and southern
portions, the Niagara, Clinton and Onondaga limestones form
the surface rock.

The mineral productions are principally bog iron ore, and some brine and sul-
phur springs.

Soi anp VEGETABLE PrODUCTIONS. The s0il is mostly clay
and argillaceous loam, and is highly fertile. The timber of the
county, is beech, maple, linden, elm, red, bleck and white ot..,
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hickory, hemlock, pine, black and white ash, &c. The southern
part of the county is more heavily wooded than the northegn. »

Pursuirs. Agricultu: e is the principal pursuit, and the atten-
tion of the farmers is divided between,the culture of grain and
the rearing of cattle. The county, however, may properly be
ranked among the grain countics.

Manufactures receive some attention, particularly thosc of
flour, lumber, leather, fulled cloths, iron, and distilled liquors.

T.here is but one harbor o1 the lake, and very little commenrce,
nor-are there any mines of importance.

THE SrapLE Propucions of the county are wheat, oats, corn,
potatoes and lumber; a considerable quantity of butter and
checsearc also produced.

ScaooLs. There are in the county 134 public schools, taught,
during the year 1846, an average period of eight months. In
these schools, 9841 children received instruction, at an expense
for tuition of $11,226. The district libraries contained 16,895
volumes.

There were in the county the same year, sixtecn private schools, with 313
pupils ; three demnies and one femal 'y, with 330 students.

Reuwatons DeNominaTiONs. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte-
rians, Unitarians, Universalists, Episcopalians, Congrégation-
alists, Fricnds, and Dutch Re.orm«d.

There are forty-one churches, and fifty-nine clergymen, of all
denominations, in th - county.

Histrory. This county was first settled by emigrants from
New England. It was all included in the grant to Massachu-
sctts ; the towns of Barre, Carlton, Gaines, Ridgeway, Shelby,
and Yates were comprised in the Holland Land Company’s
purchase ; whilst Murray, Clarendon, and Kendall, belanged to
the Pulteney estate.

Murray, the oldest town in the county, was organized in 1803,
In a scttlempent so recent, there is of course little of histarical
interest. »

- In Ridgeway and its vicinity are remains of Indian fortifica-
tions.

" ViLLacEs. ALBION, a village in the town of Barre, is the seat
of justice for the county. It is pleasantly situated upon the
canal, near the centre of the county.

A flourishing female seminary is here located, and an incor-
porated academy. It is surrounded by a rich and fertile coun-
try, and is a neat and thriving village. Population, 1600,

Holley is a pleasant village in the town of Murray., It has
some manufactures. A short distance east of the villuge, is the
Holley tmbankment, one of the largest on the canal, elevated
seventy-six feet above the creek. Population 400.
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Medina, athriving village in the town of Murray, was incor-
porated in 1832. It has some manufactures. Population, 1200.

Knowlesville, in the same town, is a growing village. Popu-
lation, 600. .

Gaines, in the town of the same name, has an incorporated
academy. Population, 700.

LVI. CHEMUNG COUNTY.
Bquare Miles, 530. Population, 23,689.
Organized, 1836. ‘Valuation, 1845, $2,464,634.

———"1 -/m"

TOWNS.

1. Chemung, 1791.” 6. Southport, 1822,
2. Elmira, 1792, 7. Catlin, 1823.

3. Catharines, 1798. 8, Veteran, 1§23.
4. Big Flats, 1822, 9. Cayuta, 1824.c
5. Erin, 1822, 10. Dix, 1835. -
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Rivers. O. Chemung. b. Newtown Creek. c. Catharine’s. d.
Cayuta. N
Battle Fields. Elmira. ‘

Villages. Fimra. Havana.
o

Bounparies. North by Steuben and Tompkins; East by
Tompkins and Tioga; South by the state of Pennsylvania ; and
West by Steuben county.

Surrace. This county forms part of the great table land ex-
tending from the counties of Ulster and Greene, to the vicinity
of Lake Erie. Its mean elevation is about 1600 feet above tide
water, but the northern portion dcclines gradually toward Sen-
eca Lake, whose waters arc but 456 feet above the level of the
ocean. The streams which pass through the county divide this
otherwise level surface into ridges, their banks being very high
and precipitous.

Rivers. The Chemung or Tioga river isthe principal stream
of the county. The other streams are, Cayuta Creek, forming
part of the eastern boundary, Wynkoop, Baldwin’s and New-
town €reeks, tributaries of the Chemung, and Catharine’s
Creek, an inlet of Scneca Lake.

Lakes. Cayuta Lake, in the northeastern part, is the only
pond of importance in the county. Seneca Lake forms a portion
of the northern boundary.

CanaLs. The Chemung canal connects the village of Elmira
with Seneca Luke.

RaiLroans. The route of the New York and Erie railroad is
laid out through this county.

Cuimate. The climate, like that of the table land generally,
is cool, but salubrious. The vicinity of Seneca Lake exerts
some influence in modifying it.

GeoLogy AND Mineraws. The basis rock is secondary gray-
wacke slate, sometimes mingled with shale, at othera compac.,
and forminé fine building stone. It is covered with a fine, close
grained sandstone. In the northerntpart of the county are beds
of limestone. The surface rocks belong to the Chemung sand-
slone, except a swall tract around Seneca Lake, where the
Heldarberg limestone makes its appearance.

The ‘mineral productions of Chemung county are few, and generally unimpor-
tant. There is some marl, m various parts of the county, and gypsum in Catha-
nnes and Catlin.

VecerasLE Propuctions. The soil is gencrally fertile; the
pine plains in the towns of Big Flats aund Elmira, which were
tormerly decmed worthless, are found by the application of
plaster, to yleld abundant crops The timber of the county is
white pine, hemlock, spruce, oak, maple, elm, beech, ash, linden,
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sc. The maple is very abundant, and yields large quantities of
sughr.

The soil of the uplands is better adapted to grass than grain,
but the valleys yield abutidantly the various grains, peas, beans
and hops.

Pursurrs. The people of the county are mostly devoted to
agriculture ; attention being paid to grazing in the uplands,
and to the growing of grain in the more fertile valleys.

Manufuctures are also increasing in importance. Flour,
lumber, cloth, iron and leather, are the principal articles.

The opening of a navigable communication between the Hud-
son and Susquehanna, through the Scneca Luke and Erie
canal, by means of the Chemung citnal, hus opened a market to
the inhabitants of Chemung county, and been productive of ex-
tensive inland comigcerce.

The Corning and Blossburg railroad, which pours a portion
of the mineral wealth of Pennsylvania into New York, hasalso
been of great advantage to the county.

StarLe Provocrions, Oats, wheat, corn, buckwheat, butter,
and cheese.

Scodors. There are in the county 128 schools, maintained
during the year 1846, an average period of seven months,
aflording instruction to 7962 children, at an expense for tuition
of $10,336. The district libraries contained 12,197 volnmes.

There were m the county, the same year, twenty-four umncorporated private
schools, with 283 scholars, and one academy and one female scminary, with 134
pupils.

Reuiciovs DenomiNations.  Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap-
tists, Kpiscopalians, and Friends. 'There are twenty-six
churches, and forty-one clergymen, of all denominations.

Hisrory. The first white settlers in this county located in
ilmira, Southport and Big Flats, between 1786 and 1792,
having become acquainted with the country while-engaged in
General Sullivan’s expedstion, in 1779. They were nostly
from Pennsylvania, and from Orange county in thisstate. Cat-
lin, Catharines, and Veteran, were settled soon ufter, by el
grants from Connecticut ; Erin by Dutch and Scotch emigrants
tfrom New Jersey and Delaware county ; and Chemung by emi-
grants from Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. During General
Sullivan’s ciunpaign in 1779, of which we have spoken in the
historical sketch of' the state, he encountered the enemy’s foree,
consisting of somewhat more than 1000 Indians and tories, under
Brant and Colonels Butler and Johnson, at llmira, in this county.
The battle which ensued, ealled “ the battle of the Chemung,” -~
was a severe and bloody one. 1t terminated, In the defeat ¢”
the enemy, and the destruction of their towns. Theland in this



CHEMUNG GOUNTY. 408

county was sold to the settlers, in 1788, at eighteen cents per
acre. .

ViLLaces, &c. ELMira, the county seat, is admirably situated
for the purposes of trade, being in the midst of a fertile valley of
considerable extent, and connected with Pennsylvania and Ma-
ryland, by means of the Susquehanna river, and with almost
every part of New York, by the Chemung canal. Itis also on the
route of the New York-and Erie railroad, and from ita commer-
cial facilities, must eventually bccome a place of considerable
infportance. The first settler in the town was Colonel John
Hendy, a veteran who had se. ved under General Sullivan. He
united, in aremarkable degree, extraordinary courage and great
physical power, and in hiys conflicts with the Indians, often ex-
hibited both. Population, 3200.

In 1790, a trcaty was negotiated at this place between the
Indian tribes and the United States. Ovtr 1000 Indians were
present, and among them most of the principal chiefs. In 1797,
Elmira was visited by Louis Phillippe, the present king of the
French, accompanied by the Duke de Nemours, and the Duke
de Berri. They had travelled on foot from Cunandaigua to
Elmira, a distance of scventy miles. Mr. Tower, whom they
visited, fitted up an ark or flat boat, on board which he conveyed
them to Harrisburg.

The village has an incorporated academy and female semin-
ary, both in a prosperous condition. There is aleo a mechanics’
association, which has a commodious hall and a public library.

It is largely engaged in the manuficture and exportation of’
lumber, ten million feet of marketable planks and boards being
exported annually.

Chemung, the earliest organized town in the county, has a
hilly and broken surface, but much of it is fertile. In the south
part of the town, is a mound called * Spanish hill,” which 'ut
for its extent might be considered a work of art. It is elevated
110 feet above and near the river’sbrink, and has upon its sum-
mit vestiges of fortifications which display much skill and judg-

ent. The entrenchments are regular and command the bed
ofthe river. By whom they were constructed is unknown.

Cutharines, one of the early settled towns, was named after
Catharine Montour, the wife of an Indian sachem. This ex-
traordinary woman was a native of Canada, a half breed, and
had been carried into the Seneca country when only ten years
of age, and adopted by one of its families. She possessed a
good address and had great influence with her tribe, frequently
accompanying the chiefs to Philadelphia and other places where

, treaties were.anade. Her town, consisting of thirty houses and

8*



406 BTATE OF NEW YORK.

farms in a high state of cultivation, was destroyed by General
Sulli vdn, in 1779.

Havana, in the town of Catharines, is a thriving village on
the Chemung canal. It has some manufactures. Population,
1000.

Fairport, formerly called Horseheads, from the foct that
General Sullivan here killed some-seventy or eighty of his pack
horses, to prevent their falling into the hand of the Indians, is a
thriving village in the town of Elmira. It is considerably eh-
gaged in the lumber trade. Population, 600. .

Millport, in the town of Veteran, is a village of some import-
ance. Ithas a fine hydraulic power. Population, 500.

LVII, FULTON COUNTY.

Bquare miles, 500. Population, 18,579,
Organized, 1838. Valuation, 1845, $1,308,724.

TOWNS.

1. Broadalbin, 1703. 8. Oppenheim, 1908.

2. Mayfield, 1793. , 7. Ephrata, 1827.

3. Johnstown, 1798. §. Bleeker, 1831. '
4. Northampton, 1801. 9. Perth, 1838,

5. Stratford, 1805. 10. Garoga, 1843.

Mountains. EE. Kayaderosseras. JJ. Au Sable . &, May-
field mountain. 1. {(lip Hill. . wnee ad
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Rivers. a, Sacandaga. c. Cayaduta or Little.Canada Creek. f.
Fish. h. East Canada. i. Garoga.

Lakes. m. Fish Lake. n. Garoga Lakes.

Battle Fields. Johnstown.

Villages. Jounstown. Kingsborough.

Bounparies., North by Hamilton county ;"East by Saratoga
county ; Seuth by Montgomery county, and West by Herkimer
county.

Surrace. Mountainous. The Kayaderosscras and Au Sable
ranges traverse the county. Mayfield mountain and Klip hill
are local names given to spurs of these. ranges.

Rivere. On the cast the county is drained by Sacandaga
river and its branches, West Stoney and Mayfield creeks. On
the south by Chuctenunda, Cayaduta, Garoga and Zimmer-
man’s crecks, all flowing into the Mohawls and on the west by
East lf)a.nuda. Creek and its tributaries, Ayres, Fish and Sprite
Creeks.

Laxkes. Fish Lake and the Garoga Lakes are the only con-
siderable sheets of water in the county.

Curimate. Healthful, but from the clevation of much of the
surface, cool.

GeoroGy AND MINeraLs, The rocks of the northern part of
the county are primitive, consieting of gneiss, in some of its
forms. As we approach nearer the Mohawk, the calciferous or
earlier limestone 1nakes its appearance, particularly in the east-
ern part of the county. In Mayfield, the limestone denominated
by Geologists, birdseye, is found, and on the southern limits of
the county, the Trenton limestone.

The county does not appear to be rich in minerals.  Mica, garnet, green feld-

spar, and porphyritic gneiss, are the principal yet discovered. Quartz, in fine
transparent crystals, occurs in the southern part of the county.

SoiL aNp, VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS. The soil of the southern
portioa of the county is rich and fertile, and well adapted to
grain. Oak, hickory, ash, maple, &c. are the principal forest

ees. In th - northern part of the county the hemlock and oak
are<ound, and the land is less fertile.

Pugsurrs. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the
inhabjtants. In the southern towns a considerable quantity of
graid is raised ; in the northern, more attention is paid to the
rearing of cattle, sheep and swine, and to thg products of the
dairy.

Manufactures also form an important pursuit in the county,
and are annually increasing in value. The principal articles of

+manufatture are, leather, (for which the hemlock forests of the
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n‘orth'crn portion ‘afford great facilities,) buckskin gloves‘ and
litt¢nd, which are made here in larger quantitics than any
Where elsc inthe United States ; flour, lamber and paper.

There is no commerce/rom the want of navignble streams.
There are no mines.

Tur SrarLk Propucrions are butter, cheese, wool, oats, rye,
flax, potatoes and corn. '

ScnooLs. There are 105 public schools in the county. The
average number of months during which schools are maintained
is scven. The expenses of public school instruction in 1846,
were 87168, and the number of scholars 5593. The district li-
brarics contained 11,292 volumes. Three private rchools had
nineteen pupils, and two academies sighty-five scholare.

Rencious DeNoviNaTions.  Presbyterians, Methodists, Bap-
tists, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians, Episcopalians and Univer-
salists. There ard in the county thirty two churches, and
twenty-nine clergymnen, of all denominations.

History. The first scttlements in this county, appear to have
been made by German emigrants, in 1724, at Oppenheim and
Ephrata. ‘The scttlements about Johnstown were made be-
iween 1760 and 1770, through the influence of Sir William
Johnson and his fumily. 1In 1761 or 1765, Sicr William erected
the residence known as Johnson Hall, one mile west of the vil-
lage of Johnstown, and resided there till his death. A sketch of
his life has already been given, under Montgomery county.
The possessions of the baronet in this, as well as in Montgom-
ery county, were confiscated after the revojution, and sold,

On Sunday, the 21st of May, 1780, Sir John Johnson made
an incursion into Johnstown, and burned thirty-three houses,
killed eleven persons and wounded a number more. Colonel
Viescher, one of those who were wounded, was scalped and left
for dead, but finally recovered.

In October, 1781, the battle of Johnstown was fought, on the
Hall Farm, in Johnstown.

A body of tories and Inaians, about 700 in number, under the
command of the inhuman Ross and Walter Butler, had made
a descent upon the valley of the Mohawk, to plunder and byCiier
its inhabitants. They had proceeded thus far, markin? their
sourse with fire and blood, when Colonel Marinus Will¢ :, with
a body of Mohawk valley troops, attacked them, and aftir a se-
vere action compelled them to retreat. They were closely pur-
sued, and it wae during their flight, that the infamous Butler
met with the fate he so justly merited, at the hand of an Oneida
Indian.* The loss of the Americans, in this conflict, was about

* It is related that when Butler was wounded, aud the Ofeida I
shot him, rushed upon him, tomahawk in hand, the wretch, who h:lddr?:v:'hsmt::
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forty. Nearly the same number of the enciny were killed, and
about fifty taken prisoners. Lo

ViLLaces. JonnsTowN is a fine and thriving village, in
town of the same name. Iws location was sclected by Sir Will-
iam Johnson, and several of its public cdifices erected by him.

It has a flourishing academy, the bell of which was the gift of
Queen Anne, to a chapel called after her, which was destroyed
during the revolution. . It is the county seat. Population 1000.
" Kingsboro’ is another village in the same township, famous
for the manufacture of deerskin gloves and mittens. It has an
academy of some note. Popv'ation 400.

G loversville, in the same township, is also celebrated for the
manufacture of mittens gloves and moccasins, of buckskin.
Population 400. - N

At the confluence of Mayfield creek wish the Sacandaga river,
is the Fiish House village, so named fréom Sir William John-
gon’s summer residence, which stood at this point, and at which
he was accustomed to spend a considerable portion of each sum-
mer, in hunting, fishing and rural amuscments.

About 1000 acres of the Vlaie, or great marsh, extending over
some 5000 acres, lie in this vicinity, and afford a valupble range
for cattle in the dry season, and a fine fishing and hunting
ground for the sportsman.

Rawsonville, in the town of Broadalbin, is a village of some
importance. Population 50\

;nercy 1o any. however innocent and luﬁpless, who had implored 1t at his l;nds,
begged for quarter from the Indian. ‘ Me give you Sherry valley quarters,’”” was
the broken reply of the savage ; alluding to the bloody massacre of Cherry valley,

in which Butler had acted so conspicuous a part. ith this answer, he buried
his tomahawk in the brain of the murderer.




LVIII. HAMILTON COUNTY.

Square Miles, 1064. Population, 1882.
Organized, 1835. Valuation, 1845, $339,228.
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TOWNBS.
1. Wells, 1805. 5. Arietta, 1837.
2. Lake Pleasant, 1812, 6. Long Lake, 1838,
3. Hope, 181>, 7. Gilman, 1839.

4. Morehouse, 1835.

Mountains. EE. Kayaderosseras. GG. Chateaugay. HH. Clinton
range. JJ. Au Sable range.

Rivers. a. Sacandaga. h. Oxbow. c. Moose. d.Indian. f. West
Canada Creek.

Lakes. h. Teralt. j. Long. k. Oxbow. l. Piseco. n, Pleasant.

Villages. Piseco. Lake Pleasar..

]

Bounparies. North by St. Lawrence and Franklin countiee ;
East by Essex Warren and Saratoga ; South by Fnl?n and
Herkimer, and West by Herkimer, councies.

Surrace. The surface of this county’is mountainous, four
chains of mountains traversing it, viz: the Kayaderosseras,
Clinton, Chateaugay and Au Sable ranges. Much of it is cov-
ered with dense lorests and lakes, presenting to the eye an ap-
pearance very similar, probably, to that of New England, two
hurdred years ago. The lills are generally susceptible of cul-
tivation, the soil being strong and productive, and considerable
tracts as arable and fertile as the timber lands of the west.

Rivers. The principal streams which drain the county are
the Racket, Indian, Sacandaga, Oxbow, Moose and Beaver
rivers, and West Canada crcek.

Laxes anp Ponps. These are almost innumerable, and in
the purity of their waters, the picturesque and majestic scenery
which surrounds them, the abundance of trout and other fish
which they aftiord, are equal to any in the world.

Long, Indian, Racket, Transparent, Clinch, Crotchet, Pleas-
ant, Round, Piseco. Elm, Oxbow, Beaver and Squaw lakes, are
the principal. The forests abound with deer and other game,
not éxcepting panthers, bears, catomounts and wolves.

Cuimate. From its elevation, as well as the density of ite
forests, the climate is cold, and the winters long.

@ EeoLoGy AND MiNeraLs. The county belongs almost entirely
to t}e great northeastern primitive formation ; and its rocks are
majhly granite, gneiss and hypersthene.

Iron has been discovered, and probably the other metals and
minerals of a primitive country exist. The ore of iron discov-
ered is the magnetic, and of excellent quality.

VEGeTABLE PropucTions. The timber is principally beech,
maple, black birch, butternut and elm; the lower range of hills
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produces pines of-gigantic growth. Portions of the county aré
well adapted to the culture of grain.

o Pursurrs. ‘The inhabitants are mostly devoted to agricultu~
ral pursuits and fishing. The county posscsaes much land suit-
able for grazing.

‘I'he manufactures are principally domestic.

STarLe Propucrions. Butter,.cheese, lumber, corn, oats,
buckwheat and potatoes.

ScHooLs. There are twenty-gix schools in the county, at-
tended by 690 children. The number of months in which schoolc
were taught, during the year 1846, was five, and the amount
paid for teacher’s wages #677. The number of volumes in the
district libraries was 1043. .

There is one private school in the county. °

REeMbioos DeNominaTioNs. Baptists and Methodists. There
are three churches aad three clergymen, of all denominations,
in the county.

History. Very little can be said of the early history of this
county. The first settlers probably removed from the counties
of Montgomery and Fulton, into the wilderness. The first town
was organized in 1805. In some sections of the county consid-
erable bodies of Welch emigrants have located themselves.

ViLLages. Piseco, on the Piseco lake, in Arietta, has been
designated as the county seat. It is 2 small but plcasant vil-
lage.

gLake Pleasant, on the lake of the same name, is a small vil-
lage. ltis afavorite resort for eportsmen and anglers.



LIX. WYOMING COUNTY.
Square Miles about 590, Population, 31,526. ‘
Organized, 1841. Valuation,* 1845, $3,652,782.

NN

t 4

TOWNS,

1. Sheldon, 180S. 9. Attica, 1821.

2. Middlebury, 1812. 10. Castile, 1821.

3. Gainesville, 1814, 11. Wethersfield, 1823.

4. Perry, 1514. 12. Fagle, 1623, ]
5. Qrangéville, 1S16. 13. Pike, 1527

6. Covington, 1817. 14# Warsaw, 1828,
* 7. Bennington, 1513, 15. Java, 1832, .
%, China, 1813, 16, Genesee Ialls, 1846,

Riters. N.Genesee River. c. Allen's Creek. d. Sencca. f. Catta-
rgugus. g. Nunskoy, n. Cayuga.

Fayls. s. Portage Falls.

Lahes. 1. Silver.

Villages. WARsAw. Attica. Genesce I'alls. Perry.

Bounparies. North by Genesee; East by Livingston ; South
by Allegany and Cattaraugus; and West by Erie.

* This sum is cxclusive of the three towns of Eu&,xl;i—k.e and Genegee Fa-il—u:
added in 1846, from Allegany county.
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Sorrace. This county occupies, for the most part, the second”
ofath elevated tableaux, or plains, which stretch from Lake
Ontario to the southern border of the state, and which are divi-
ded from each other by stecp and almost perpendicular precipi-
ces. The table land on Which most of Wyoming cou 1.y lies,
commences with the ledge, which runs through the southern
towns of Genesee county, and over, which the waters of Allen’s
creek are precipitated in Le Roy, and rises wit.1 an ascent not
exceeding ten or twelve fect to the mile, to the ledge over which
the Genesee river falls, at Portageville.

There are no mountain ridges in the county, and the declivity
of the land is but just sufficient to drain it.

Rivers. The Genesce river forms the southeastern bound-
ary of the county, for a distance of nearly twenty miles, and in
its fall gver the ledge, at Genesce falls, furnishes a. valuable hy-
draulic power. 4

The other principal streams of the county are Allen’s creek,
(named from the ferocious villain known, for many years, in this
region, as Indian Allen,) Tonawanda, Cayuga, Seneca, Wis-
koy, and Nunskoy creeks.

Laxke. Silver lake, lying partly in Perry and partly in Cas-
tile, is a beautiful little sheet of water, five eighths of a mile
wide, and three miles long, elevated several hundred feet above
the Genesee river.

The cLiMATE is generally salubrious. f'he prevailing diseases
are of a bilious type.

GeoLoGy AND MiNeraLs. The county lies almost entirely
within the bounds of the Erie group. In the north the Ludlow-
ville shales predominate. Inthe south the Chemung sandstone
is the prevailing rock.

Carb of lune, crystallized in fa ic and sometimes beautiful forms.* sul-
phate of hme, or gypsum, and 1ron pyrites are abundant. There v some sulphate
of barytes, and small seams of anthracite, but, as might be expected 1n the geo-
lt:(lmnl formation of this section, i too small quantities to be of any practical
value.

The fossils are inl getabl isting mostly of fucoides, or i sses.
‘There are also, in some portions o the county, fosxil shells, but not in great
variety

SoiL aNp VEGETABLE PropucTions. The soil is generally fer
tile, particularly along the Genescc valley. The forest trees of
this county arc, in the north part, the beech, maple, hem'ock
and elm, with some oak. In the southern portion, pine, buss-
wood and ash. .

The principal crops are oats, wheat, potatoes, corn, flax,
barley, peas and buckwheat.

* Among the most singular of these forins are masses, weghing from ten to three
hundred pounds, bearing a striking resemblance, in I“m;i;m the turtle. Their

mogeneous structure, and some peculiarities i their ireclude 1ne sup-
podition that they are fosnil animal remains. ekl 1




WYOMING COUNTY. 416

" Pomrsurrs. Agriculture is the principal pursuit. The eastern
and northern towns are largely engaged in the culture of gr:
particularly wheat and oats. The southern towns areg tter
adapted to grazing.

Manufactures are increasing in the county, but as yet are in
their infancy. Flour, leather, lumber, pot and pearl ashes, and
woollen goods are the principal articles. The entire value of
the goods manufactured in the county, in 1845, was estimated
at $412,000.

T'here are no mines or quarries, of importance, in the county.

T'he Genesee river canal, affe:ds a convenient mode of trans-
portation for the produce of the castern towns of the county.

SraprLe Probucrions. ats, wheat, potatoes, butter, cheese,
wool, beef, pork and lumber.

ScrooLs. There were, in 1846, 198 Qistrict schools, in this
county. The average amount of instruction given in these was
eight months. 20,479 volumes were reported in the district
school libraries; and $12,946 was the amount paid for the in-
struction of 11,517 children.

‘There were also eight private and select schools, with 220 pupils, in the
county, and three incorporated seminaries, with 132 students.

REeLcious DenomiNaTIONs. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte-
rians, Congregationalists, Universalists, prscopallans, Roman
Cathohcs and Dutch Réformed. There are in the county fifty-
four churches and sixty-four clergymen, of all denominations.

History. The first settler in this county was Mr. Elizur
‘Webster, who removed from New England, and settled in the
present town of Warsaw, in 1803. His daughter, (now the
wife of Hon. A. W. Young of this county,) was the first child
born in the county. Many of the early settlers were [rom
‘Washington and the adjacent counties in Vermont. These
generally settled in the vicinity of Warsaw.

As a part of the Genesee valley, its fertility attracted a host of
emigrants to its borders, and though the youngest county in the
state in its organization, it occupies a middle rank in population.

Much of the land was formerly owned by the Holland Land
Company, but it has; within a few years been very generally
purchased by actual settlers.

T ae Gardeau tract, or flats, was a tract of about 10,000 acres,
lying on the Genesee river, partly in the town of Castile, which
the Indians reserved in a treaty with Robzart Morris, in 1797,
as a gift to the Seneca white woman, Mary Jemison.‘

* This extraordinary woman was a native of Ireland, and was taken prisoner

by the Yndians, when a child twelve or tlurteen years of age. She was adopted
by 20 Indian family, and emnbraced the Indian faith, habits and custowns. Bhe wus
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Wyoming county formed part of Genesee county, till 1841,
whencit was organized as a separate county. and, in 1846, the
towns of Fagle and Pike, and that portion of Portage lying west
of Genesee river, wer: taken from Allegany county and an-
nexed toit. The last town received the name of Genesee Falls.

ViLLaces, &c. 'Warsaw, the county seat, in the town of the
same name, was scttled by emigrants from New England, who
vrere highly intelligent and religious, and to this day it is charae-
terized by the intelligence and morality of its inhabitants. It is
situated in the .. idst of'a fine agricultural district, and has sofne
manufactures. The first church edifice erected west of the
Genesee river, was rtanding in Warsaw a few years since.
Popu a 0n . 00,

Perry is a thriving and ' usy town, considerably engaged in
manufactures. T ert: ar - two villages in the town, Perry and
Perry Centre. 1 here is an academy at Perrv, of some note,
and a number of manufacturing establishments. Population 1200.

At Perry Centre a literary institution, called the Perry Centre
Institute, has recently been established.

Middlcbury has a flourishing academy, incorporated in 1817,
located ia the village of’ Wyoming, which is situate in a pleas-
ant valley, « - has a population of about 600.

Genesee Falls, in the town of the same name, formerly called
Por . geville, is situated at the falls of the Genesee river, one of
the ost romantic and interesting locations in western New
York. Iu the space of two n iles there are three distinet falls,
of 60, 90, and 110 feet, each possessing becauties of a character
peculiar to itself. The banks of the river tower up in stupend-
ous perpendicular walls, more than 400 feet in height, and are
crowned with gigantic evergreens, which, from their venerable
appearance, scem to have maintained their position for ages.

Notwithstanding the immense depth to which the bed of the
river has been worn, its turns are zhort and graceful, givire the
admiring visitor new, though limited views, at every stage of
his progress.

In June, 1817, a land slide of about fiftecn acres took place
from the side of a hill in this town, into the river, which for some
time completely dammed it, leaving a perpendicular bank more
than 100 feet in height. ’

The hydraulic power furnished by the falls of the Genesee, is
improved to a conéiderable extent. Population 800,

;:T;r;n—ml tw ce to Indian chiefs, and died in September, 1833, at the age of mnety ar
ninety-one years, 8ince her death, wost of hor extensive property has heeu sold
by her heirs,
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TABLE III. B.

MANUFACTURING Iz‘A’l'I!‘l‘lC!.

Domestic Manufactures.
Number of yards of fulled ¢loth manufactured in the
amilies of the state, in I'sdd, . . . 1,664,366
Number of yards of cloth not fulled, . . 2,650,116
) c lmen, cotton, or other cloth, 2.775,657

TABLE III. C.

The following table comprises articles not enumerated in the cen-
sus of 1845, but reported in the United States census for 1840. In
most of the items there has been considerable increase. The statis-
tics are for the whole state.

Hardware and cutlery were manufactured in 1840 to the

amount of . . . . . $1,566,974
Machinery, . . . . 2,695,517
Carriages, wagons and slenghs, . . . 2,364,461
Sugar, . . . . . . 385,000
Confectionary, . . . . . . 386,142
Hats and Caps, . . . . . 2,914,117
Bricks and lime, . . . . . 1,198,527
Precious metals, . . . . . 1,106,203
Other metals, . . . . . 2,156,792
Tobacco, . . . . . . 831,570
Pottery, . . . . . . . 159,000
Gun Powder, . . . . . 14‘2;00()
Musjgwe Instruments, . . . . < 472,010
Furniture, . . . o . . . 1,911,716
* Soap, . . . . 586,991
Tallow and Wax C'mdles, . . . . 565,836
Prugs and Paints, . . . . . 871,816
Turpentine and Varnish, . . . . 431,467
«Lannon, . . . . . . . 5,600
Small Arms, . . . . . . 124,600
Granite, Marble, &c. . . . e . . 066,220
Chocolate, . . . . . . 5,000

Total, €22,421,519
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TABLE 1V.

€
COMMERCIAL STATISTICS.

A. Total registered, enrolled and lxcenscd tonna.ge of each district

in the state, 1845, -

¢ Tons.

Champlain, . . . . . 3,192 |
Sackett’s Harbor, . . . . . 3,419
Oswego, . . . * . 11,410
Niagara, . . . . . . 12
Genesee, . . . . . 235
Oswegatchie, . . . . . 1,456
Bufalo, . . . . . 24,770
Sag Harbor, . . . . . 28,348
New York city, . . . . 550,359
Total, 622,201

¢ B. COMMERCE OF THE STATE.
Ships cleared in 1845, . . tons, 1,340,968
Crews,—Men, . . . . 86,770
Boys, . . . . 1,362
Ships entered in 1845, . . tonms, 1,450,711
Crews,—Men, .. . $6,430
Boys, . . . . 1,449
Tons of shipping built in 1845 . . 29,432
C. ImpPorTs AND ExPORTS.

Imports of New York in 1846, . . $70,260,5.:
Exports . “ o . 36,423,762
D. ARRIVALS OF SHIPPING.

Vessels arrived from foreign ports, 1846, 2,289
Coastwise arrivals, . . . . 4,663

6,952

Number of passengers from foreign ports, 1846, 115,230



STATISTICAL TABLES. 431

Ee— INTERNAL NAVIGATION,—CANALS.
Aumber of tons of products of the forest tzansported on all

the canals of the State in 1845, . . . 881,774
Value of do. . . . $6,472,237
Number of tons of -grlculturul produce tnnaported on all

the canals of the State ifi 1845, . . 555,160
Value of de. . . . . 29,479,488
Number of tons of man.ufactures transported on all the

canals of the State in 1845, . . . 160,638
Value of do. . s . . $6,994,032
Number of tons of merchandise carned. . 151,450
Value of do. . . . . $52,542,336
Number of tons of other artlcles, . . . 228,543
Value of do. . . . . . 45,140,866
‘Total number of tons, . . . . 1,997,565
Total value, . . . $100,629,859
Property cleared from the Hudlon river on all the canals

in 1845, . . $55,453,998
Property which came to the Hudson from all the canals
¥ in 1845, . . . . . - $45,452,301

Total arrived and cleared, $100,906,209*
Tolls on all the canals from September 30, 1845, to

September 30, 1346, . . . $2,764,121
TABLE V.
MINING STATISTYCS, 1840.*
Cast Iron, . tons, 29,088, . Value, $372,640
Bar Iron, . 53,6971, . . ¢ 4,295,440
Lead, . Ibs. 670,000, . 1 20,100
Other metals, . . . . . s 84,564
Mkanite and other stone, . . . ¢ 1,541,480
Balt, .  bushels, 2,667,984, - .« m69M

Total value,  $7,531,195

includgs those canals which are not the property of the Btate.
1 These statigtics are for the most part far below the truth.
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GOVERNORS OF THE STATE.

TABLE V1
Govemnors of the State.

1. UNDER THE DUTCH.

1. Peter Minuit, - - 162433
2. Wouter Van Twlller, 1
William Kie 1

637471

3.
4. Peter Stuyveunt, 1647—64/

2. UNDER THE BNGLISH.

1. Richard Nicolls, 1664—67
2. Francis Lovelace, - 1667—73| 29,

DUTCH ADMINISTRATION RESUMED.
6. Anthony Colve, - 1673—74

ENGLISE ADMINISTRATION RESUMED.

'19. ﬁhn Montgumery, - 172531
‘}) Van Dam, - - 1731—32
‘2) Willian boaby, - . 173236
2, George Clarke, - - 1736—43
2. G e Clintn, - - 1743 <63
24 <air Danvers Osborne. 1773
25. James De Lancey, -~ 1763
26. Sir Charles Hard y. - 176657
*27. James Pe Lancey, . 1757 —60
28. Cadwallader Colden, - 1760—61
. Robert Monkton, - 1761
30 Cadwallader Colden, - 1761—66
*31. 8ir Henr, re, -  17656—69
32. Cadwallader Coldem, - 1769—70
33. Jobn, Lord Duninore, 177071
34. Williaia Tryon, - - 177177

INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT.

3. Edmoud Andross, - 1674—-83

4, Thownas Don, , . 1. George Clhnton, - 1777—95
6. Edmond Andro - mw—so 2. John Jay, - - - 1795—1801

6. Jucob Ldlller. - - 1689—91| 3. George Clinton, - - 180!
’7. Henry Sloughter, - 1691 4. Morgan Lewrs, - - 180107
Richard Ingoldsby, - 1691—92| 5. Danicl D. Tompklns, 1307—17
9. Ben c.min loteher. - 1692—98; 6. De Witt Clinon, - - 181722
0. R.«: o~ 7. Joseph C. Yates, - 18R
- - 1695—1701( *8. De Witt Chinton, - - 1824—28
1l. Juhn Nmfm, - . 1701—02| 9. Nathamel l’lu‘.hcr, . 182829

12. Lord Cornbury, - - 1702—08] 10. Martn Van Buren, - 1829
#13. John, Lord Lovelwe, 1705—09} 11. Enos T.Throop, - - 18203}
14. Richard lnmduby, - 1700—10{"12. William L. Marcy, - 1833—38
16. Gerardus Beekman, - 1710 13. Wilhatn H. Seward, - 1838—42
16. Robert Hunter, - - 1710—19| 14. Williun C. Beuck, - - 1812—44
17. Peter Schuyler, - - 1719—20| 15. Bilas Wright, - - 1844 —46

18. Willlam Burnet, - 1220—-28| 16. John Young, - - - 1846

* The administration of those Governors marked by an astcnsk. () was teri-

nated by death.

»
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